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Pastoral Care Council Meeting Minutes 
Approved 11/21/17 

 

Meeting Date:  October 17, 2017 Time:  6:35 - 8:05 PM  

 

Meeting 
Participants:  

Present Meeting Participants: Present 

Gloria de Meireles, Chair X John Kayfes X 

Michael Bronk X Paul Menge Absent 

Francisco de Meireles X Barb Nichols X 

Sue Flesch Absent Jim Saumweber X 

Cathy Garvey X  Dallas Schute X 

Mary Gravelle X   

Agenda Items Owner 

I.  Opening Prayers    

The opening prayer was recited by Mary.     

 

Mary 

II.  Approval of Minutes 

Minutes of the September 19, 2017 meeting, emailed in advance, were approved.  Michael will 

submit them to the parish office for storing on the website.  

 

Action Items 

Submit Minutes for posting to the website – Michael 

All 

Michael 

III.  PLC Update   

Barb reported the major items of discussion at the prior month’s Parish Leadership Council 

Meeting.  Among the topics were: 

1. The building expansion expenses are on target with projections.  The roof is complete and 

required digging in advance of frost as well as the preschool playground is done. 

2. The school has 555 students.  The bus purchase was finalized and 4 part-time drivers 

hired to accommodate the increase in riders from 42 to 56.  Technology applications 

continue to be implemented to facilitate teaching functionality. 

3. Faith Formation has 400 enrolled in kindergarten – 8th grade.  Sunday school will be 

limited to the 9:00am mass.  There are 90 Confirmation students and text messaging is 

being utilized for delivery of program information. 

4. Hispanic Ministry is establishing a Hospitality Team and has begun registering students in 

the catechetical program. 

5. The Social Justice Council noted that October is Respect Life Month and sponsored an 

October 3 program on Sex Trafficking, also Members attended deportation hearings.  

6. Worship Council is sponsoring Trunk or Treat on Oct 27 with assistance from the KCs. 

7. Facilities Council is testing the conversion of light bulbs to LED as a cost saving measure. 

8. Stewardship Council announced the upcoming pledge drive and the Endowment Fund’s 

30th anniversary celebration plans. 

 

Barb 
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For full details of the PLC meeting, access the PLC Minutes on the Parish website. 

 

IV.  Theater Trip Summary   

Barb reported that the sold-out trip to see Ghost at the Old Log Theater was a fabulous time.   She 

expects that next year a date in October will be scheduled and a higher number of participants will 

be accommodated.  She will submit an article of the event for the Winter Messenger. 

Several comments were made on the bus ride regarding the dearth of parish activities for seniors.  

Barb will take the message to the PLC. 

Action Items 

 Write & submit an article of the event for the Winter Messenger – Barb 

 Notify the PLC of parishioner’s thoughts on senior activities – Barb 

 

Barb 

V.  Outreach Activity Update: Feed My Starving Children (FMSC) 

Michael updated the group on progress getting parishioners registered to help at the food packing 

event on Wednesday, October 25.  With registrations already at 36 with a full week yet for 

volunteers to register, he increased the expected group size to 50.  The size will be finalized after 

this coming weekend to allow for volunteers after the weekend Bulletin & pulpit announcements. 

Action Items 

 Monitor registrations and adjust expected group size accordingly – Michael 

 Attend the food packing event at FMSC on October 25 – Michael 

Michael 

 

VI.  Staff Liaison Report 

Deacon Jim shared information on various pastoral Ministries:  

Sarah’s Table plans are in place into next year.  Several dates thereafter are without confirmed 

entertainment or speaker, but he is confident that will be remedied in time.  Cost remains $8. 

Lay ministers to visit and provide communion to folks in senior residences are still needed.  He 

has received requests from two new senior residences and he is aware of a couple more under 

construction in the area.  He has one volunteer and would like more.  If anyone is aware of 

someone who would be interested in providing this Ministry, he would be happy to talk with 

them.   

A suicide prevention presentation by Tony Del Percio is scheduled for October 24 at Bradshaw 

Funeral & Cremation Services. 

Rides have been found for the students from Northwestern and Bethel to enable them to attend 

weekend mass at St. Odilias on a regular basis. 

A challenge grant is being made available to the Ralph Reeder foodshelf by St Odilia on a dollar 

for dollar basis up to $5000.  Funds are available from the annual green envelope collection. 

Counseling services provided by the Archdiocese have been discontinued.  However, the staff that 

had been providing the counseling are working together in an office in Roseville and offering their 

services for a fee but are not now affiliated formally with the Archdiocese. 

Avivo (Formerly “displaced homemakers”) is a state service that is offering case management for 

people in the twin cities who are looking for work and/or education to stabilize their family 

situation.  

 

 

Deacon Jim 
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The Worship Council is sponsoring it’s In Remembrance service on November 6.  Prayer shawls 

will be available and members from Befrienders and Bereavement Ministries will be present for 

individual dialogue as desired. 

Action Items 

 Remain mindful of the need for communion ministers – All 

 Register to attend the Suicide Prevention presentation if interested – All 

VII. Hosting Coffee & Donuts  

Cathy reminded the group that the Council will be hosting C&D on December 10, 2017.  Some 

members volunteered to work various masses.  The list of volunteers will be finalized at our 

November meeting.  Michael indicated that he will be working C&D on November 19 with the 

Knights of Columbus.  Cathy will join him to become acquainted with the process prior to the 

PCC’s hosting date of December 10. 

Action Items 

 Work with Michael and the KCs at the November 19 C&D – Cathy & Michael 

 Finalize the list of volunteers at our November 21 meeting – Cathy 

Cathy 

VIII. Discussion of Request from Lakeridge for Weekly Rosary Recitation 

Gloria informed the Council about a request that Lakeridge made to Kim (parish office).  

Lakeridge would like volunteers to lead the rosary weekly in their memory care unit.  Points made 

in the discussion of the request included a lack of manpower for the PCC to provide the service 

directly; possibly undertake this by sharing the volunteer responsibilities across all Councils, 

establish a separate Ministry perhaps under the Worship Council, or consider assigning it to the 

Visiting Ministry as part of their routine. 

Action Items 

 Take our discussion thoughts to the PLC when the topic is addressed – Barb 

 Let Kim know our response/suggestions – Gloria 

Gloria 
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IX. Orientation Discussion/Plan Next Steps for Council 

Gloria posed the following questions to spur discussion and gather input from the Council. 

1. How will we serve as the guiding Pastoral Ministry for the remainder of the Ministry Year? 

2. How is our involvement going to enhance achievement of the parish mission? 

3. How will we/should we be involved with Pastoral Care Ministries? 

The Council agreed that our involvement was more direct for some Ministries and more removed 

for others.  Various Ministries were mentioned and discussed. Certain ideas were vocalized 

including perceived benefits from having a greater understanding of the Ministries which we do 

not directly coordinate, such as assurance of program stability and program succession as well as 

useful information for future volunteers discerning their involvement with the Ministry or the 

Pastoral Care Council.   

To further our understanding of the various Pastoral Care Ministries, it was suggested that Council 

members experience the various Ministries and acquire an understanding of what is required for 

their successful execution.  We could then document our understanding of what it takes for 

implementing each program.  

We will continue this discussion at our next meeting. Council members should consider which 

Pastoral Care Ministries they would like to learn more about, and would be willing to document 

for the PCC. This is consistent with the Council’s accountability of providing parish leadership 

with useful information about the Pastoral Care Ministries and outreach programs.   

Action Items 

 Develop initial listing of PCC Ministries to research – Gloria 

 Consider which Ministries to investigate & document during this Ministry Year - All 

Gloria 

X. Adjournment 

The meeting adjourned at 8:07pm.  

Respectfully submitted:  Michael Bronk, Recorder 

Gloria 

***Reminders*** 

All articles written for the mass Bulletin or The Messenger should be sent to Deacon Jim for 

review before publication. 

If an email appears to require a response, please be sure to respond. 

Next Meeting:  November 21, 2017    Prayer leader is John. 

 

 All 

 

 

 

John 

 


