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Pastoral Care Council Meeting Minutes 
 

 

Meeting Date:  November 21, 2017 Time:  6:45 - 8:05 PM  

 

Meeting 
Participants:  

Present Meeting Participants: Present 

Gloria de Meireles, Chair X John Kayfes X 

Michael Bronk X Paul Menge X 

Francisco de Meireles X Barb Nichols X 

Sue Flesch X Jim Saumweber X 

Cathy Garvey X  Dallas Schute X 

Mary Gravelle Absent   

Agenda Items Owner 

I.  Opening Prayers    

John led the opening prayer.     

 

John 

II.  Approval of Minutes 

With one correction to the draft emailed in advance, the Minutes of the October 17, 2017 meeting, 

were approved.  Michael will submit them to the parish office for storing on the website.  

 

Action Items 

Submit Minutes for posting to the website – Michael 

All 

Michael 

III.  PLC Update   

Barb reported the major items of discussion at the prior month’s Parish Leadership Council 

Meeting.  Among the topics were: 

1. There have been no further rulings on the Archdiocesan bankruptcy plan. 

2. The 2017 Annual Catholic Appeal was successful.  St Odilia Parish expects it’s first 

rebate check in November. 

3. The Archdiocese dedication to the Immaculate Heart of Mary took place at the Cathedral 

of St Paul in celebration of the 100th anniversary of Our Lady of Fatima final appearance.  

Fr. Stiles attended the preparation of the 33 day family consecration to Mary.  Forty 

thousand people attended the rosary procession to the capital. 

4. The building expansion project is proceeding.  The ‘A’ wing bathroom is complete.  The 

St Odilia monument sign by Victoria street has been removed and will be replaced with a 

digital sign.  The new music room, new SE entry and bathrooms will be finished by 

Christmas.  Then work will continue on the Bride’s Room and the NW interior addition. 

5. The Fall Festival survey results reflected 86% satisfaction with the food/beverage variety 

and 62% want the Men’s Club food in addition to the food trucks.  Forty-six per cent of 

respondents liked the hand delivery of raffle tickets; 25% wanted to raise the price of the 

raffle tickets; 65% liked the shorter hours; 89% liked the communication and the 

inflatables were liked by 53%.  Financial result of the festival was net income of $95,600, 

compared to $53,400 the prior year.  Raffle tickets alone netted $49,000 compared with 

$19,000 last year.  Of the raffle ticket sales, $12,579 were bought the day of the festival 

versus $7,000 last year. 

Barb 
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6. Facilities Ministry Area Council is working on the plan to convert all light bulbs to LED. 

7. Faith Formation reported that the Monday night wine book club was well attended. 

8. The School reported that 44 out of 76 preschool children will attend St. Odilia school.  

Also noted was the new website is up and running. 

9. The Social Justice Council is considering a forum on racism.  Members will attend an 

upcoming forum at a Roseville Lutheran Church to get ideas. 

10. The Hispanic MAC is planning a Celebration of Our Lady of Guadalupe on December 10. 

11. The Finance Council is anticipating the recommendation for the 2018 distribution from 

the Endowment Fund Advisory Committee. 

12. Worship Council is sponsoring Trunk or Treat on Oct 27.  They also reported that a scout 

is working to replace the military recognition board as a eagle scout project.  

13. Stewardship Council issued a reminder that a Bulletin submission about how we share our 

talents is due for the March 25 weekend Bulletin. 

 

For full details of the PLC meeting, access the PLC Minutes on the Parish website. 

IV.  Trip Summary Report on Feed My Starving Children (FMSC)   

Michael reported that the packing event at Feed My Starving Children on October 25th was a huge 

success.  The nearly 50 volunteers in the St Odilia Group was the largest contingent of the 120 

volunteers that morning.  During the two-hour shift, nearly 40,000 meals were packed – enough to 

feed 109 children for a year.  He noted that the PCC will be coordinating another session in early 

2018. 

Action Items  

 Determine a date and coordinate the next event at FMSC – Michael 

 

Michael 

 

V.  Staff Liaison Report 

Deacon Jim reported that 29 Thanksgiving food baskets as well as cash donations had been 

received, assembled and distributed to needy families of the Parish and larger community. 

He also noted that the Sharing Tree had been erected by the 6th graders and is already standing in 

the courtyard.  This is prior than starting with Advent because this year the “4th week” of Advent 

is exceptionally short.  He further noted that preschool, kindergarten, first & second grade children 

will be making additional “donation request” ornaments to place on the tree as parishioners 

remove existing ornaments. 

The Council members discussed additional details regarding the Sharing Tree, including the need 

for Council members to replenish the ornaments from time-to-time though December 11, the 

requested return date for donations. 

Deacon Jim advised that he will be unavailable for the December PCC meeting. 

Action Items 

 Monitor and replace as needed, additional ornaments on the Sharing Tree – All 

Deacon Jim 
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VI.  Hosting Coffee & Donuts 

Cathy reminded the group that the Council will be hosting C&D on Sunday, December 10, 2017.  

She requested that Council members assist with set-up, dispensing and clean-up at various times 

that morning.  Members individually agreed which times they could cover. 

Action Items 

 Assist with hosting the coffee & donuts on December 10 – All 

 

Cathy  

 

 

 

VII. Update on PCC Activity & Pastoral Care Ministry Activity Since Last Meeting  

Gloria reported on her attendance at three recent events: an educational seminar on many aspects 

of suicide on October 24, the In Remembrance Service on November 6, and Sarah's Table on 

November 8.  

 

Tony Del Percio presented the seminar called Suicide a Cry for Help, Is Anyone Listening? 

Deacon Jim and Francisco de Meireles also attended the non-denominational presentation.  Mr. 

Del Percio shared information from the American Association of Suicidology pertaining to risk 

factors for suicide and suicidal behaviors, facts about suicide and depression, knowing the 

warning signs of suicide, youth suicide warning signs and risk factors, understanding and helping 

the suicidal individual, facts about survivors of suicide loss, and helping survivors of suicide. The 

presentation was well organized. Gloria would recommend that if our Council is interested in 

having him speak on the topic again that we consider holding the event at the meeting room at 

Bradshaw Funeral & Cremation Services in White Bear Lake, Minnesota. Their room has better 

sight lines and acoustics than we have at St. Odilia. Furthermore, Bradshaw doesn't have as many 

scheduling conflicts as we do. An important message is that members of the Pastoral Care Council 

and Pastoral Care Ministries attend seminars on this topic to further our knowledge and 

understanding of suicidal behaviors so we can better support and comfort those in our community 

who are affected.   

 

Gloria recounted various reasons for participating in these and other PCC ministries. Discussion 

on this topic led into the next Agenda item as Gloria emphasized how deepening our 

understanding of these ministries fulfills a major role of the PCC. 

Gloria 

 

VIII. Plan How PCC will be involved with Pastoral Care Ministries & Outreach Programs 

Gloria initiated discussion of a process for members of the Pastoral Care Council to become more 

knowledgeable about the major programs and activities that are assigned to the PCC.  The primary 

idea discussed was having teams work together in obtaining information about the various 

programs, and then documenting key information in a summary writeup.  Such an undertaking 

could be useful in many ways, such as training new PCC members, assurance of program stability, 

succession planning, or authoring articles for Parish publications.  Gloria distributed suggested 

teams & research assignments.  A suggestion was made that some changes to assignments be 

made to leverage knowledge of those members that may already by significantly involved with a 

particular program.  There was also interest expressed in a research data template to facilitate 

assembling the most useful information on each research assignment.  This topic will be taken up 

again at the December meeting. 

Action Items 

 Allow time at December meeting to finalize research assignments – Gloria 

 Consider which Ministries to investigate & document during this Ministry Year - All 

Gloria 
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IX. Review of Meeting 

It was noted that Barb has submitted an article from the PCC for the Winter 2017 edition of The 

Messenger.   At our next meeting we will decide who will submit the article for the Spring 2018 

edition. 

Action Items 

 Place topic on the Agenda for the December meeting – Gloria 

Gloria 

X. Adjournment 

The meeting adjourned at 8:05pm.  

Respectfully submitted:  Michael Bronk, Recorder 

Gloria 

***Reminders*** 

All articles written for the mass Bulletin or The Messenger should be sent to Deacon Jim for 

review before publication. 

Next Meeting:  December 19, 2017    Prayer leader is Barb. 

 

 All 

 

 

Barb 

 


