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Pastoral Care Council Meeting Minutes 
Approved 3/20/18 

 

Meeting Date:  February 20, 2018 Time:  6:45 - 8:05 PM  

 

Meeting 
Participants:  

Present Meeting Participants: Present 

Gloria de Meireles, Chair X John Kayfes X 

Michael Bronk X Paul Menge X 

Francisco de Meireles X Barb Nichols X 

Sue Flesch Absent Jim Saumweber X 

Cathy Garvey X  Dallas Schute Absent 

Mary Gravelle Absent Guest: Russ Bertsch, PLC Chr, attended  

Agenda Items Owner 

I.  Opening Prayers    

In Dallas’s absence, Francisco led the opening prayer.     

 

Francisco 

II.  Approval of Minutes 

With a correction of the PLC Update section to the draft Minutes emailed in advance, the Minutes 

of the January 16, 2018 meeting were approved.  Michael will submit them to the parish office for 

storing on the website.  

 

Action Items 

Submit Minutes for posting to the website – Michael 

All 

Michael 

III.  PLC Update   

Barb reported the major items of discussion at the prior month’s Parish Leadership Council 

Meeting.  Among the topics were: 

1. The proposed settlement proposed by the Archdiocese in the abuse proceedings has been 

denied by the judge.  The two parties were ordered to continue mediation efforts.   

2. Our Parish pledges to the Annual Catholic Appeal for 2017 of $146,903 surpassed our 

goal of $109,599.  There were 532 donors.  The 2018 Appeal commences in February 

with a mailing to Parishioner homes. 

3. The group spearheading the Evangelization Initiative met in January but were unable to 

reach a consensus on the approach.  Concerns about a parish-wide initiative resulted in Fr. 

Rask suggesting that the initiative begin with a pilot of 3 or 4 people in small groups. 

4. The Lenten Justice Tree was completed and set out for Lent.  Thirty ideas for actions 

parishioners could perform during Lent have been identified. 

5. The 2017 Endowment Fund distributions were approved.  These included Faith Formation 

scholarships of $373, Connor Anderson School Scholarships of $6,688 and a contribution 

to the Capital Campaign of $109,671. 

6. Building project construction remains on target.  The music room is finished and a baby 

grand piano has been donated.  The project expenses through January are $4,428,730. 

 

Barb 
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7. A recommendation was made that the Prayer Garden Perpetual Care Fund receive 

additional funding of $11,160 for long-term operations/care.  This is based on a 20% 

guideline so funds remain available for future needs when all the spaces are filled. 

8. The current results of the 2018 Parish Operating Fund Drive totals $1.396 million.  This 

compares to $1.4 million last year. 

For full details of the PLC meeting, access the PLC Minutes on the Parish website. 

IV.  Staff Liaison Update/Report & Requests to Host C&D and Serve at Ordination 

Reception 
Deacon Jim reported the Social Justice Tree is up and running with good results. 

 

Gloria reported that the PCC was requested to host Coffee & Donuts on Sunday, March 11.  Cathy 

agreed to lead the work effort.  John, Paul, Barb, Francisco & Michael committed to serve.  Cathy 

will email PCC members by the end of the week and ask them which masses they will cover.  If 

additional help is needed, Gloria will poll members of the CCW. 

 

Gloria also noted that she received a request to have the PCC assist at the ordination receptions for 

Aric Aamodt on May 26 & 27 (Memorial Day weekend).  This would involve cookies/beverages 

on Saturday afternoon and cake/beverages after the 9:00 mass on Sunday.  The request was 

discussed with no decision at this time.   

 

Action Items 

 Request C&D volunteers from PCC members by email by 2/23 – Cathy 

 Coordinate the work effort with the volunteer on 2/23 – Cathy 

 Follow up with CCW for additional C&D volunteers if needed – Gloria  

 Respond to request with Aric’s reception & put on next Agenda as needed – Gloria 

 

Deacon Jim  

 

Gloria 

 

 

Gloria 

 

V.  Update on FMSC Food Packing Events – January 30 & April 25 

Michael reported that the January 30 event drew two dozen volunteers in the St Odilia Group.  

This was a somewhat smaller group than the prior time probably due to weather and folks residing 

in warmer climes this time of year.  A copy of the Bulletin notice was circulated noting that the 

output from all the volunteers that shift was over 41,000 meals. Information about the event 

scheduled for Wednesday, April 25 was the subject of an article submitted for inclusion in the 

Spring 2018 edition of The Messenger.  A print of the article was circulated for review.   

 

Michael then suggested that an “extra” packing event be coordinated during Lent.  This would be 

an opportunity for parishioners looking to do positive Lenten actions and would complement an 

action suggestion on the Social Justice Lenten Tree.  After discussion and review of the calendar, 

a day in the week ending March 11, if available at FMSC, was thought to be most feasible.  

Michael will work with Amy Etten on a Bulletin and Pulpit announcement for the upcoming two 

weekend masses. 

 

Action Items 

 Consult FMSC & choose the date – Michael 

 Prepare Bulletin & Pulpit announcements – Michael 

 Reach out to interested parishioners and coordinate participation– Michael 

Michael  
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VI.  Update Regarding FMSC Article for Spring 2018 Edition of The Messenger 

A print of the submitted article was circulated as identified in item V above.   

Michael  

VII. Update Regarding need for Additional Knitters; Article for Bulletin and The Messenger 

In Sue’s absence, Deacon Jim noted that Sue had submitted a nice article about the Prayer Shawl 

Ministry and the urgent need for more knitters as the inventory of shawls is very low.  She had 

brought in eight shawls and that represents the total inventory today. 

 

Sue/Deacon 

Jim 

VIII. PCC Outreach Area Reports and Ministry Area Reports and Discussion of Same 

Gloria introduced our plan to review/discuss the gathered background information on the many 

ministries/activities of the Pastoral Care Council.  Deacon Jim indicated he had heard from 

volunteers who were questioning the purpose of our gathering this information and whom may 

have been left feeling they were being evaluated.  He asked PCC members to keep in mind that 

some Pastoral Care Ministers are so deeply committed to their work that they feel called to their 

ministry and that we should proceed with the utmost respect for their dedication to their work as 

we proceed.  He reiterated that the Ministries are highlighted on the Parish website and he also 

takes questions from anyone seeking additional information.  Discussion ensued about the 

intended purpose of the information gathering.  Council members noted our purpose was more to 

“shine a light” on the many good Ministries and in no way was intended to find fault with the 

work of any individual or of the current practice.  We want to highlight our appreciation of the 

volunteers. The write-ups could also be useful for volunteer discernment and for composing 

articles for the Bulletin or The Messenger.  We’re trying to build more of a relationship with the 

Ministries that our Council is charged with supporting.  Documented background information 

could also be useful in succession planning for the leadership of the various Ministries.  Other 

suggestions were for consistency in the write-ups that are intended for publication and 

incorporation of appropriate information from the Parish website. 

 

The Council agreed to proceed with great care so we do not offend anyone as we continue this 

project.  There was agreement for sharing the final version of our reports with the Pastoral Care 

Ministries so they can see the results of our research.  Deacon Jim agreed that it could be helpful 

to share the finished work. 

 

Deacon Jim left the meeting at this time. 

 

The following research write-ups, identified with their author, were briefly reviewed: 

      Coffee & Donuts – Cathy 

      Senior Outing – Barb 

      Befriender – Barb 

      Sharing Tree – Barb 

      Sarah’s Table – Michael 

Others distributed via email in advance of the meeting: 

      St Therese – Mary 

      Prayer Line – Cathy 

 

Further review and discussion will occur at the next meeting. 

Action Items 

 Complete document information on assigned PCC activities and draft a write-up – All 

 Place on Agenda for next meeting – Gloria 

Gloria 
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IX. Update on How to Assemble Completed Research Information Using Google Documents  

Paul briefly reviewed how Google Documents could be used by the Council allowing for 

simultaneous access & real time updates of the material.  He demonstrated on his lap top 

what the portal could look like.  He has sent every member the link via email.  The 

members agreed this was a desirable tool to use. 
This will be revisited as the review & accumulation of the documentation continues. 

Action Items 

 When completed, assemble research information into Google documents – Paul  

Paul 

 

X. Review & Adjournment 

The meeting adjourned at 8:10pm.  

Respectfully submitted:  Michael Bronk, Recorder 

Gloria 

***Reminders*** 

Upcoming events: FMSC packing events on March 7 & April 25 and Sarah’s Table is March 14. 

Complete & return the discernment nomination form distributed during Tuesday’s gathering. 

All articles written for the mass Bulletin or The Messenger should be sent to Deacon Jim for 

review before publication. 

Next Meeting:  March 20, 2018    Prayer leader is Paul. 

 All 

 

 

 

Paul 

 


