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A word from Fr. Rask
We are approaching the end of the first year of “Our Family, Our Faith, Our Future” Capital Campaign for building expansion. The total pledged by over 1000 households of the parish is just over 4.5 million dollars. We have about two and half million on
hand, ready to begin the next phase of the project: the selection of a construction partner. By the time you read this, we should already have selected one. This expansion project is
meant to ensure the viability of this very active parish for future generations. The parish needs
your support to forge a strong future. If you haven’t yet joined with your fellow parishioners by making a pledge and contribution, I now invite you to do so. Pledge cards are available from the parish
office on request or in the kiosks at the main entrance to the Church and in the Courtyard. All donations to the parish are used strictly according to the intention of the donor and nothing else. We
also need your help in the regular Sunday collection. This alone funds all the ministries we offer.
Last fiscal year contributions were one hundred thousand under what we budgeted.
We have tried to reach as many registered members of our parish as possible through personal meetings and phone calls. Over 100 parishioners were involved in this outreach. I am
grateful for their work. We couldn’t have done it without them. We have more work to do over the
next two years of the campaign. The Stewardship Council of the parish is already planning an outreach mission to those we have not been able to contact personally or by phone to offer the opportunity to become involved in the parish. We would like to invite all registered parishioners at least
to pray with us on Sundays. That’s the minimum involvement expected if you are registered
here. But there is so much more the parish offers. We have over one hundred active ministries.
We invite you to think about joining one of them, to put your time and talent to use building up the
kingdom of God. There are programs of education and formation of all kinds, programs for all ages, programs for adults. There are opportunities for you to exercise leadership on one of the many
councils: Stewardship, Worship and Community Life, Pastoral Care, Social Justice, Finance, Hispanic Leadership Circle, Faith Formation, School, and the Parish Leadership Council. And, of
course, there are also the fun things: the parish musical, Fall Festival, and others. Joining a ministry or council is a great way to get to know some wonderful people and to let them get to know you.
You need to join a smaller group to feel a part of very large community.
The very nature of the church is inclusive. Our task is to invite as many people as possible
to participate in our fellowship, because it is fellowship with God, through Jesus and in the power
of the Spirit, a fellowship of life and love. The invitation to enter is issued to all. In spite of the diversity, the unity of the family remains intact. Where do we find the Church? In the parishes of the
Archdiocese. The Church is not the Vatican or the central corporation of the Archdiocese or the
hierarchy. The church is found here in our community as we gather around our humble altar, the
table of the Lord. We take seriously this mission to be inclusive as we try as best we can to be
welcoming to all and to live out the command Jesus gave us at the Last Supper: Love one another
as I have loved you.
Love in action, practical deeds of justice and charity, is the heart of our work: holiness of
life, feeding the hungry, caring for the poor, welcoming the stranger, refusing to tolerate bias and
prejudice. In that way we testify to the resurrection that the Lord is risen, truly risen and present in
our midst. That is the only thing that will attract people to the Gospel of life. We remember again
and again, as many times as we need to, the invitation the risen Lord repeatedly makes to each of
us: "COME, FOLLOW ME!” At its heart, the call of Jesus is to fall in behind Him, to walk in His footsteps, to imitate His life lived for others, to be obedient to the will of the Father, to give up life itself,
if required, to preach the Gospel to the ends of the earth, to catch people for the Kingdom of God.
In Christ,
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“Intentional Discipleship”
Neighborhood Prayer Group Reaches Age 35
St. Odilia parishioners who are familiar with Sherry Weddell’s book “Forming Intentional Disciples” know that one recommendation to invigorate the life of a parish and commitment from
members is small prayer group formation. Long before any of us had read this book,
we were encouraged by our then pastor, Father Tony Salzbrunn, to form “Lenten Listening Groups” with our neighbors for six weekly meetings. Our group started in Lent,
1981, by saying “yes” to this intentional invitation, and we have a 35-year history together.
Regular attendees of St. Odilia have been treated many times to our choir’s beautiful
rendition of Richard Gillard’s “Servant Song”. The verses reflect the rhythm of life and
shared friendship during a lifetime, especially with trusted friends who pray together.
Will you let me be your servant?
Let me be as Christ to you.
Pray that I might have the grace
To let you be my servant, too.
After the initial Lenten season ended, the women in two of the groups joined together to form our prayer group. For about
ten years we met weekly on Wednesday mornings in alternating homes. Our children were young then (and so were we!)
and there were lots of family challenges to discuss. Two ground rules were put forth: confidentiality and no gossip. None of
us has ever been unpleasantly surprised to discover that something we shared has been spread maliciously. During those
early years of meeting weekly, we prepared for the coming Sunday’s liturgy with scripture reading, and told of our special
intentions that needed prayer.
How did we become servants to each other? Let me count the ways: meals were brought at times of illness, assistance was
provided after surgery or the birth of new babies, we were willing to take children while parents went out of town, and just
took the time to be available for other’s needs. When asked what the prayer group has meant to them through the years, one
reply was, “I consider these women my sisters in Christ.” Not only did we try to serve each other, we have tried to be active,
involved St. Odilia parishioners. A memorable group activity was sponsoring refugee families at Thanksgiving and Christmas, delivering clothing, food, and gifts. Our children accompanied us on these visits.
One member shared the story of how she always made the sign of the cross on her children’s foreheads as they left for the
bus each morning. It became a ritual for all of us. Some of those children, in their adulthood, have wandered in their faith-life
but still call home and ask for prayers in times of crisis. We talk about how we planted the seeds with these gestures long
ago, and believe that God is still acting in our children’s lives today – even if they don’t want to acknowledge it.
We are pilgrims on the journey,
We are travelers on the road,
We are here to help each other
Walk the mile, and bear the load.
Traveling on the road with prayerful friends has been filled with laughter and many good times. We’ve surprised people with
a baby shower, hosted bridal showers, and attended weddings and anniversary parties together. We’ve been guests in each
other’s homes for children’s graduation parties. We even petitioned heaven that one member would complete algebra and
graduate from college 45 years after her high school graduation. (Incidentally, she did.) The first Christmas after our prayer
group began, we included our husbands in a progressive dinner which quickly became an annual event. Occasionally, a
summer picnic is planned. Friendships grew at these gatherings, and continue to flourish today.
Many of the prayer group members re-entered the workforce after children were in school full time, and that caused a major
shift in our meeting availability. We worried that attendance was becoming too sporadic and the solution was to meet one
night a month instead of weekly. There was a sense of sadness with this adjustment, but we have made it work for 25 years.
Our evening of sharing always includes a rosary.
(continued on the next page)
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I will hold the Christ light for you,
In the night time of your fear.
I will hold my hand out to you,
Seek the peace you long to hear.
Thirty-five years of meeting together includes a lot of change, and many of life’s most difficult moments. We have the comfort of knowing where to place our “first call for help,” and that one phone call will initiate prayers for our needs. The prayer
group has prayed – sometimes for years – for accident victims, divorce in our families, illness and terrible loss. One woman
joined us after her husband, who had suffered a serious heart attack, encouraged her to “join that group that prayed for me.”
Our membership has included approximately 10 – 12 people through the years, and there has always been room for one
more. We never like saying “good-bye” to people who move away because of job changes, health concerns, or retirement.
Getting through the sadness of farewells is much easier when surrounded by friends.
I will weep when you are weeping,
When you laugh, I’ll laugh with you.
I will share your joy and sorrow,
Till we’ve seen this journey through.
We have wept together. We have buried our parents. We have lost sisters and brothers. Two families in our prayer group
have lost children, and we have tried to give whatever comfort we could through all their grief. One woman said, as she
called us to tell us that her daughter had been killed in a car accident, “Remember to praise God through this. We have to
praise God at all times.” None of us who heard this will ever forget her courage in the worst of situations. And we have sat
with family in waiting rooms while spouses have been deathly ill. We have attended funerals with faith-filled friends willing to
sing “When the Saints Go Marching In,” and smile through their sadness while we attempt to console them. And we have
watched and admired brave women going on with their lives and inviting us to O’Gara’s Bar and Grill on St. Patrick’s Day –
“because that’s where we met.”
When we sing to God in heaven,
We shall find such harmony,
Born to all we’ve known together
Of Christ’s love and agony.
Our prayer group has attended parish missions together, gone to retreats together, and visited distant shrines together. We
are presently planning to attend the “Archdiocesan Grandparents Day” in late August together. It is a gift from God to be part
of “together” in both good times and all the other times life gives us. The membership of this prayer group that said “yes” to
becoming intentional disciples thirty-five years ago encourages you to take the risk of forming your own neighborhood prayer
group right now. Go ahead, pick up your phone, and start your journey.
- Submitted by: North Oaks Prayer Group and Kathy Langer, Stewardship Council Member
PLEASE NOTE: the Stewardship Council is recruiting other St.Odilia “Intentional Discipleship” stories for publication in the
Messenger – please call with your ideas.

ST. ODILIA PRAYER GARDEN NEWS
MEMORIAL WALL 'IN REMEMBRANCE' IS A NEW FEATURE
"Our St. Odilia Prayer Garden will now have a beautiful new feature near the St.
Francis Columbarium. A Memorial Wall entitled, ‘In Remembrance’ has been added. Inscribed on this wall will be the names of those who are interred elsewhere
but prayerfully and lovingly remembered by our St. Odilia Community. The inscriptions will include the names of our loved ones as well as the date of birth and
death much like the inscriptions on the niches in the columbaria. More information about how to have a loved one’s name inscribed on our memorial Wall will
be coming soon! In the meantime stop by our Prayer Garden for a quiet moment
of reflection and see the beautiful Memorial Wall.”
- Kevin Scroggins, Prayer Garden committee member
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Building Our Vision...

OUR WORK CONTINUES:
If you haven’t pledged yet, please consider
joining your fellow parishioners.
Contact Ramona Michaels at 651-415-3350
or send an email to:
capitalcampaign@stodilia.org

After building a school on a green field next to a little green
house in the 1960’s and adding a church in the 1980’s, the
Catholic Community of St. Odilia is once again ready to expand. Remodeling projects and small building additions have
helped to keep our facility current over the years and the recent Restore the Core initiative helped to address important
infrastructure needs of our aging facility. Our planning began
in earnest in 2007 with the purchase of the Crosier property.
The Campus Expansion Committee at that time crafted a
vision for use of the new property – to provide a home for our
priests, to partner with a health care provided to offer palliative care for those people reaching the end of their lives on
earth and to provide a final resting place for those people
who entered into eternal life. Through the hard work of many
parishioners, that vision has become a reality. With the addition of a preschool in 2010, we have literally expanded our
ministry to the community from womb to tomb.

expansion. As of the end of July, you have pledged over
$4.5M to this campaign and have already donated over
$2.5M. We enter the next phase of Building our Vision with
the selection of a general contractor to work with our Building
Committee and architect through the design stage, providing
input on project costs and design. The general contractor will
seek competitive bids from suppliers and subcontractors and
will oversee the construction. We plan to finalize the general
contractor selection by early September, so please watch the
bulletin for ongoing project updates.
We are grateful for the many parishioners who are sharing
their talents with us on this project. Members of the Building
Committee will be working with the Design Team, Construction Team and Communications Team and are listed below:

Pastor – Fr. Phillip J. Rask
Chair – Jeff Hermes
Member Emeritus – Jim Foley
Parish Trustee – Greg Gerlach
We are standing on the shoulders of those who have gone
Design Team Lead – Mary Nussbaum, Sara Russell
before us to build the facilities needed to support our ministries. It is true that we are “a people, not a place”, but people Construction Team Lead – Larry Langer
Communication Team Lead – Sara Russell
need a place – as Dan Perry reminds us, “A place where we PLC Representative – Russ Bertsch
can grow”. Rooms need to be prepared. Jesus instructed
Parish Staff – Jeanne Schaaf
his disciples to find the man who had prepared the room for
the Last Supper. Jesus reminds us, that he too, will prepare Architect – Station 19 Architects
General Contractor – To be determined
a place for us.
Our work began with the Our Faith, Our Family, Our Future
Capital Campaign to raise the needed funding for our facility
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Stewardship is thanksgiving…
“Master, it is good that we are here.”
- Luke 9:33
These words, spoken by St. Peter and recorded in the Gospel of Luke
on the occasion of the Transfiguration of the Lord, remind all of us that
it is good to be in the presence of Jesus with each other. We experience that feeling time and time again in our own experience here at St.
Odilia. It is good that we are here! The Messenger itself is full of examples of how our community of faith lives
out its vision to joyfully live the Gospel through our participation in:
Worship and Evangelization
The Feast of St. Odilia, with its Ice Cream Social and the Fall Festival are perfect examples of our joyful
spirit as we worship together and celebrate as a faith community. But we do not celebrate alone, we also
reach out to members of the broader community to join in our celebration. Who could resist such an invitation?
Faith Formation and Education
Our summer formation events for our youth provide joyful experiences of God’s love and create a sense
of belonging for the pre-teens and teens in our community. Vacation Bible School is an amazing event
that has become a ‘must do’ in the broader community – we welcomed over 300 children into a relationship with Jesus Christ – how’s that for evangelization?
Fall means back to school, and we will again open our doors and hearts to the youngest among us from
preschool through 8th grade. It is through this ministry of education that we respond to the invitation of
Jesus to “Let the little children come to me.”
Works of Charity and Justice
As a faith community we support the needs of those around us, especially as this Year of Mercy comes to
a close in November. Our corporal works of mercy to feed the hungry, shelter the homeless, clothe the
naked, visit the sick and imprisoned, bury the dead and give alms to the poor continue. Our most recent
partnership with Habitat for Humanity and plans for a community garden are highlighted in accompanying
articles.
How is all of this possible? It is through your investment in our community that we participate in our mission and
invite others to join us. We celebrate our Abundant Blessings during the Fall Festival and it is through our abundant blessings that we give of our time, our talent and our treasure, giving back what God has so generously given us.
During the month of October, we will again ask you to prayerfully consider your annual giving to our parish. Your
gifts, through the Sunday Offertory, are an investment in our parish ministries. Your pledge of financial support
guides our planning for these ministries. As we also learn in Luke 14:28-29, we must “calculate the cost” to “be
able to finish the work”. As disciples, we understand that stewardship is thanksgiving – it is giving thanks for all
that God has given us. Stewardship is how we manage our entire lives and includes what we give back to God
for God’s work through our parish.
The mountain top experience of the Transfiguration strengthens our faith and it is present to us each day, in the
pew, in the classroom and even in the parking lot. Yes, it is good that we are here!
- Jeanne Schaaf, Parish Administrator, Stewardship Council Member
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“One good turn…
Benefactors who contribute to our Endowment Fund use a variety of ways to accomplish their gift giving. One way that is
frequently used is a bequest in the donor’s Last Will. It provides multiple benefits. For example:







The gift is deferred. The transfer of funds is not made until the donor has died. That allows the donor to retain the funds
to meet current needs.
The gift can be flexible; and yet, consistent. By specifying a gift as a percentage of the estate rather than a specific
dollar amount, any change in the donor’s estate---up or down---will cause the future gift to likewise increase or decrease.
By way of example, a rising tide lifts all ships while a receding tide lowers all ships. Thus, the donor’s comfort with the
size of the gift in relation to the size of his or her estate when the Will was made will be retained when distributed from
the estate.
The gift can be conditional. A clearly drafted Will can specify the time when the gift should be made. Perhaps the donor wants the gift to be generated from sale proceeds of other specific assets. Or it might wait until the death of a surviving spouse. Such instructions can be attached to the gift.
The gift itself will be protected. One key step in a probate proceeding is to validate the Will as genuine and properly
made when executed. Once validated, the Will and its provisions come under the protection of the Court. The Probate
Judge, or alternate authority, as the case may be, provide oversight to ensure the directions in the Will are honored.
...

deserves creates another.”

Recently the local news has revealed the controversy, complications and conflict that can arise when a person dies without
having done some estate planning. The estate of a very wealthy decedent is now headed to an unnecessarily prolonged time
in court because the decedent died without a Will. The state has a solution set out in law, but it invites claimants who believe
they have some lineage to the decedent, no matter how remote.
When Endowment Fund benefactors use the solution of a Will for their gift, they get a benefit in return. In other words they
attend to an important step in their personal estate planning---executing a well drafted Will to avoid confusion and conflict.
Truly, one good turn deserves creates another!
IMPORTANT NOTE: Members of the Endowment Fund Advisory Committee in their position as Committee members cannot
give you legal advice or prepare legal documents. They will not help you create a Will nor discuss your current Will with you.
Your personal attorney is the right resource for those needs when making a testamentary gift. What can be provided to you
and your attorney are suggested expressions for you to consider should you want to make a gift to the Endowment Fund in
your Will.
- Jim Lethert (St. Odilia Endowment Fund Advisory Committee Member)

St. Odilia Development Coordinator - Ramona Michaels
Many of you already know Ramona Michaels through her work in support of the St. Odilia Endowment
Fund and her most recent work supporting the Our Faith, Our Family, Our Future Capital Campaign. We
are pleased to announce that Ramona will continue to support our development efforts at St Odilia in the
ongoing role of Development Coordinator. Ramona joined the staff in 2014 as Endowment Fund Contact
Manager, working part-time providing administrative support and coordinating projects for the St. Odilia
Endowment Fund Advisory Committee. Her role was expanded as we embarked on a capital campaign
and she worked closely with our campaign consultant from the Steier Group to recruit and train over 100
volunteers who reached out to our community. As Development Coordinator, Ramona will continue to
focus on the St. Odilia Endowment Fund and Capital Campaign while working with ministry area councils,
staff and appropriate parish groups to cultivate a broader view of overall stewardship for the parish.
“I’ve found St. Odilia’s parishioners to be extremely generous and committed with their time, talent, and treasure. As a member and volunteer with the parish for over 20 years, I am grateful for this opportunity to work on programs that are so beneficial to the future of St. Odilia.”
– Ramona Michaels
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“FALL FESTIVAL OF BLESSINGS”
We’ve all been “blessed” in a unique way. Some have been given musical talents,
others with organizational skills. There are those of us that are simply service minded, fantastic cooks or artistically gifted! The St. Odilia Fall Festival brings all of those
talents and all of those people together in one place to shine. Whatever your gifts
are, the 47th annual Fall Festival is the perfect place for your unique talents. The Fall
Festival offers ALL of us an opportunity to be involved in a way that brings out the
best in each of us.
The St. Odilia Fall Festival is our largest community building and fundraising
event. It takes numerous individuals many hours of preparation prior to festival weekend and a large number of volunteers to execute this fabulous weekend.
If you haven’t been to a St. Odilia Festival make this
the year you attend! There is something to enjoy for
every member of your family.
If you have never volunteered for the Fall Festival
before, make this your year. Your time is invaluable
to us and we couldn’t appreciate you more. It doesn’t even have to be very long, just an
hour or two. You can find our volunteer sign up links on the St. Odilia website. Sign up
for as many opportunities as you and your family can give. Volunteers of all ages are
welcome!
If you’ve contributed to the festival before the big weekend, a
HUGE THANK YOU goes out to you! Donation items support many venues throughout the festival. Purchasing and
selling raffle tickets, helping with set-up and creating Silent
Auction baskets, picking up Live Auction donations, donating
goods, services and financial contributions are just some of
the ways LOTS of individuals shared their gifts of time and
talent.

Many local businesses believe in the St. Odilia Festival. All business donors are made aware that the festival supports various ministries both internal and external to St. Odilia. More than 100 businesses made contributions to the Silent and Live Auctions, food and beverage tents or dollars to
support Festival expenses.
Enjoy the weekend! We are so glad you’re a part of it!
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2016 FALL FESTIVAL HAPPENINGS
Inflatables: Five years of inflatables and still going strong! These are super popular and fun for the young and young at
heart. Beginning at noon on Saturday, September 10, they keep going to the end of the festival on Sunday.
Youth Lounge: Board games and electronic games 3:00-5:00 p.m.
Saturday and 12:00-3:00 p.m. Sunday. Take part in video game night and
tournaments on Saturday from 6:00-9:00 p.m.
Outdoor Kids Games sponsored by the Boy Scouts: All your favorite
games will return…fish pond, minnow races, duck pond, bean bag toss,
basketball pop-a-shot, and lots more!
Other Games: All of your favorites! Cherry Tree, Nut Shoppe, Cake
Walk, Bingo (Saturday and Sunday) in the Courtyard.
Market Place: There are so many treasures to be found whether you
want a good book or a used CD or DVD. If you love puzzles or games you
will find those, too.
You’ll want to head over to the Farmers Market for homemade
jam, breads, fresh produce and homemade desserts and coffee. The Market Place can be found in the Courtyard.
Food: NEW THIS YEAR – “The St. Odilia Sandwich,” it’s a big
“delia”! This pulled pork sandwich is smoked for over ten hours
and made with love and a secret recipe by one of our parishioners. Other offerings to be found in the food tent are: burgers,
brats, tacos, sweet potato fries, onion rings, egg rolls, cream
cheese wontons, homemade lemonade, Sweet Odilia cookies
and so much more. Beer, wine and Margaritas, popcorn, kettle
corn and other snacks can be found in the music tent.

Fall Festival Choir: The Saturday
5:00 p.m., Sunday 9:00 a.m. and
11:00 a.m. Masses will be graced
by the talent and voices of the St.
Odilia Fall Festival Choir.

Raffle Tickets: Don’t miss the opportunity to win big money! All tickets
are $3. There is over $5,000 in CASH prizes. The raffle drawing is 5:00
p.m. Sunday in the music tent. You do not have to be present to win.
Silent Auction: Check out the beautifully assembled theme baskets of
items donated by businesses and parishioners in the gym. You will want to bid on more than one!
Bidding ends at 3:30 p.m. on Sunday.
Live Auction: Saturday evening 6:30 p.m. NEW THIS YEAR – “Buy it Now” option is 3:00-6:00
p.m.! Don’t miss it.
Quilts: Remember to check out the TWO raffle quilts, “Shangri La” and “Mini La”, on display in the
Courtyard after Masses on the weekends of August 13, 20 and 27 and in the gym throughout the Fall
Festival weekend. Shangri La (98” X 110”) chances are 6 for $5.00 or $1.00 apiece. Mini La (16” X
20”) chances are $0.50 apiece.
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NEW THIS YEAR!!
The Live Auction will have a
“Buy It Now” option that
runs 3:00-6:00 p.m. this year.
You won’t have to wait to bid
for the item you have your
eye on. You can just buy it
before the auction and avoid
the competition.

Please remember to check out the TWO raffle quilts, “Shangri La” and
“Mini La”, on display in the courtyard after Masses on the weekends of
August 13, 20 and 27 and in the gym throughout the Fall Festival weekend. Chances to win the quilts are priced under the photo of each quilt.
Fall Festival game tickets are accepted in payment for chances as well
as your cash or check. The winning tickets will be drawn by an impartial
and ordained observer in the music tent on Sunday, September 11,
2016, at the end of the Festival activities. Winning either quilt, either for
yourself or to give as a gift, is a fun way to cap off the Festival. Thank
you for your support of the quilt project!
Contact Suzanne Shearon at 651-490-7723 or Sharon Fiebiger at 651Shangri La (98” X 110”)
415-0530 for more information on this year’s opportunity quilt or to get
6 for $5.00 or $1.00 apiece involved with planning or making next year’s quilt. No sewing or quilting
experience necessary.
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Mini La (16” X 20”)
$0.50 apiece

Great Musicians Rely on Great Audiences!
So come hear the performers “Just Sing It” at this year’s Fall Jam
Saturday Afternoon Lineup (starting at 12:30 p.m.):
12:30 - Hudson Prelgo & Amy Garibay
1:00 - Sasha Wood
1:10 - Gary Nelson
1:30 - Dave Barkhymer & “Red in the Middle”
3:00 - Julie Quinn Kiernan
3:30 - Jen Kehler, Laurie Peterman & Julie Quinn Kiernan
4:00 - Dan Perry & Judy Elan & Kate Tollefson
Plus more entertainment scattered throughout the afternoon!
Saturday Evening Lineup:
6:15 - Necessary Diversion - With very talented parishioners of St. Odilia.
8:00 - Free and Easy *- Named the Twin Cities funkiest band!
Free and Easy cut their teeth on Tower of Power, Earth Wind and Fire and all things funky, and you’ll love their
takes on Cee Lo Green, Bruno Mars, Black Eyed Peas, Mayer Hawthorne, John Legend and Justin Timberlake. If
you want to take a walk on the retro side, you’ll love their Jersey Boys Medley and might see a little Michael Jackson break out right after a Prince groove. The band includes big horn sounds and a singer who competed on the
first season of The Voice. *There will be a cover charge for this band.
Sunday Afternoon Lineup (starting at 12:30 p.m.):
12:30 - South Side Big Band - playing music spanning the decades.
1:45 - Cherry & Abby
1:55 - Grace & Cecilia Savard
2:10 - Jim Allen
2:45 - Harmonic Relief - Adult Show Choir that performs pop and jazz tunes all over the Twin Cities and includes parishioners from St. Odilia.
4:00 - Backyard Band - St. Odilia’s very own and very popular band. Come hear them and stay for the raffle at 5:00 p.m.
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FREE AND EASY...
St. Odilia Fall Festival - September 10, 8-10:30 p.m.
Join us for the Twin Cities funkiest band!*

Be with us for one of their last outdoor events of the year!
Free and Easy cut their teeth on Tower of Power, Earth Wind and Fire and all things
funky, and you’ll love their takes on Cee Lo Green, Bruno Mars, BlackE yed Peas, Mayer
Hawthorne, John Legend and Justin Timberlake. If you want to take a walk on the retro
side, you’ll love their Jersey Boys Medley and might see a little Michael Jackson break out
right after a Prince groove.
David Rodriguez Lead Vocals/Guitar

Jimmy Rodriguez on vocals/drums

Dick Hiebler on bass/vocals

Scott Bolin Keyboard player/singer

Horn section led by Mark Bobick (lead trumpet), Deone Johnson (trumpet/bone/keys)
along with Tim Kraft on reeds, Bobby Hirte (trumpet/trombone/congas).

PLUS: Free and Easy has added newest members to
the group, vocalist Brent Rice, who competed on the
first season of The Voice, and vocalist Jeff Skidmore.
*There will be a cover charge for the Free and
Easy band.

A REMINDER from the
St. Odilia Musical Ministry Committee:
The kickoff meeting is October 22, 2016 at
9:00 a.m. with auditions following later that
morning and continuing through Tuesday
evening, October 25, 2016.
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St. Odilia School - From the Principal
Dear Family and Friends of St. Odilia Catholic School:
Looking back on the 2015-2016 school year, it can be said with all certainty that we
have much to be proud of and thankful for as a school community. Overall, we have
had a very successful year! Our students continued to excel academically and spiritually in a very student-centered learning environment. This is a result of our outstanding faculty and staff, as well as the positive partnership that has been developed between our parents and staff.
Our school is in a financially positive position because of the commitment that so
many have made. In many respects, we have become an anomaly among Catholic
schools that are experiencing rapidly decreasing enrollment and budgetary issues.
Our success as a school is a result of our community making a commitment to enable our school ministry to thrive for the benefit of young children!
We have much to be proud of this year! Over the course of this year, some of our most notable accomplishments include:



















Welcoming over 25 new transfer students into our school community.
Achieving a 96% retention rate amongst current families.
Utilizing data from the NWEA/MAP standardized test to better map the progress of every child and define ways to
improve our curriculum.
Welcoming over 700 family and friends for “Lunch with a Loved One.”
Raising over $155,000 through the Marathon and BLOOM!
Implementing a new Service-Learning Program where every service project has an educational component to it so students
learn “why” they are doing something, “who” it will benefit, and expect no “reward” in return for their kindness. Projects
included the donation of winter weather clothes, food for Thanksgiving food shelves, children’s books for local hospitals
and schools, Soles for Souls, Sock Drive, and assembling over 3,000 blessing bags (hygiene kits) for the Listening House, a
homeless shelter in St. Paul.
Hosting three student retreats throughout the year covering the topics of courage, kindness, and being a difference maker.
Increasing the Student Services Coordinator position to five days a week and adding tutoring to those who need help
with early childhood literacy in the job description.
Hiring a K-4 Math Specialist who works with children who are identified as needing additional help and hiring a Middle
School Math Aide who is teaching two classes and aiding our staff, while helping our students. Both Math positions focus
on the process of solving the problem, rather than just getting the answer “right”.
Creating Enrichment Groups where all staff presented continuing education to each other on different enrichment topics.
The staff took part in additional in-depth professional development on the topic of Enrichment. Students were then
screened and assessed to determine the best next steps and type of program that would work for our school.
Implementing a new, more rigorous Language Arts curriculum. Next year, PreK-1 will be adopting “Handwriting Without Tears” and K-5 will adopt “Typing Without Tears” for the computer lab. Both are Orton-Gillingham programs that
assist all learners in achieving similar goals regarding writing, reading, and typing.
Investing in our facility through a capital campaign where to date we’ve received over $4.5 million in pledge commitments toward a $6 million project goal.
Obtaining a retention rate of nearly 70% for preschool students going into kindergarten—The highest we have ever had!
Last but not least, developing successful marketing strategies which have enabled us to increase kindergarten enrollment
for the 2016-2017 school year, resulting in the addition of a third kindergarten classroom!

- Excerpt from the 2016 St.
Odilia School Annual Report
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- Excerpt from the 2016 St. Odilia School Annual Report
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- Excerpt from the 2016 St. Odilia School Annual Report
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Pastoral Care and Social Justice
GROWING THROUGH LOSS

GROWING THROUGH LOSS FALL 2016 SERIES

Many people think grief and loss are only as- Place: Incarnation Lutheran Church
4880 Hodgson Rd.
sociated with death. There are, however,
Shoreview, MN
other kinds of loss that are not often acknowledged. Have you lost your job? Did your job
Time: Mondays, 6:45 to 9 p.m.
take you to another city? Have you experienced a broken relationship?
Sept. 19
Characteristics of Grief
St. Odilia is a member of the North Suburban
Grief Coalition, an organization that lends
Sept. 26
support to those dealing with such losses as well as
those from death. The “Growing Through Loss” series,
consisting of meeting one evening a week for six weeks
is held twice a year at participating churches. Each even- Oct. 3
ing begins with a guest speaker who addresses some
factors related to grief and loss and then small support
groups are formed dealing with specific losses.
If you have experienced a death, divorce, suicide, or a
transitional loss, this series could be for you.
The next series will begin Monday, September 19, 2016,
at Incarnation Lutheran Church. If you would like more
information visit www.growingthroughloss.org.

Paul Johnson
Bereavement Educator
The Transformative Nature of Grief
Paul Johnson
Bereavement Educator
Understanding the Feelings and Emotions of Grief
Rita Goldhammer
Life Coach and Grief Specialist

Oct. 10

Families and Grief
Janice Winchester Nadeau, Ph.D.
Licensed Psychologist, Marriage and Family Therapist

Oct. 17

Everyday and Holidays: Living With Losses
Ted Bowman
Trainer, Consultant, Educator and Author

You can also call the Growing Through Loss hotline at
Oct. 24
763-755-5335 or Deacon Jim at 651-415-3354. Brochures will be available in the kiosk by the parish office in
the next weeks as well.

Growing Through Loss - What You May Not Know
I lost my sister unexpectedly last September and it adversely affected so much of my world. I had always heard about the Growing Through Loss series, but had never attended. The fall series
started two weeks after my sister's funeral, and I attended hoping
to glean some beneficial information and support. To my great
surprise, I was amazed at how much I learned and enjoyed the
sessions.
I was surprised that the first session had over 100 people in attendance. During the course of the six weeks, I met a lot of wonderful and supportive people, and realized that everyone had a
story to tell. And even better, people wanted to hear MY story as
well. Is there a requirement to share? Absolutely not. Many people had attended the series numerous times, which had not occurred to me either. But after thinking about it for awhile, it made
sense. Grief does not have a time line, and you don't just "get
over it”.
I learned about the process of grief and the myths, about honest
and reasonable hope, voluntary and involuntary grieving, the Minnesota nice culture of just saying that you are fine, how being
human translates into being a guesthouse for all of our emotions
(sadness, joy, depression, shame, etc.) and how to welcome and
entertain them all. We talked about family relationships and how
the dynamics and roles may change after a loss. They addressed
how to cope with the holidays and suggestions to aid in eating
and sleeping. We received poems and book suggestions, which I
found very helpful.
- Mavonne Prokop, parishioner
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Connecting With God in Our Sorrow
(includes a service of healing and hope)
Rev. Jeanne Hartfield
Pastor of Adult Learning and Spiritual Formation
Incarnation Lutheran Church

INTERESTED IN A COMMUNITY GARDEN?
Do you enjoy gardening? Do you have a vegetable garden? Are you interested in providing home grown produce to those who might be experiencing food insecurity? We are looking for people who might be interested
in starting a community garden and/or people who can
grow a little more at home to discuss these ideas for
next year. Please contact Jeanne at 651-341-0779 /
mcculloughjeanne@yahoo.com Also please continue to
bring your fresh produce to Mass on Sundays along
with your regular food shelf donations. The food is getting to people and families who need your support.
Thank you and blessings.
- Pastoral Care Council

Pastoral Care and Social Justice
St. Odilia Initiates Involvement With HABITAT FOR HUMANITY
For the first time in the parish's 56-year history a planned effort was made to get parishioners involved with Habitat for Humanity. The opportunity to volunteer was listed in the March 2016 Stewardship of Talent form. Six individuals signed up and
even with a short notice request for eight to four week-day volunteers, two were able to assist, when the call came for helpers.
As a parish, through the efforts of Roger Toogood and the Pastoral Care Council we joined with “The Holy Hammers” a faith
-based group made up of volunteers from 14 local churches. Our lead contact was Jim Colten from Corpus Christi Church
who was most helpful.
The most active of our St. Odilia volunteers was Chris Anderson who came with her own set of tools. Pictured below are
volunteers, among them, Chris Anderson and Greg Mack, St. Odilia parishioners, helping at the Habitat House located on
east Maryland Street.
In talking with Chris, she expressed a lot of enthusiasm about her experiences as a volunteer. She noted that as a Habitat
volunteer you don’t necessarily need to already know what to do, or how to do it….just have the motivation and willingness
to LEARN. They have experienced, well-trained lead people who will teach you and show you how to do projects. Besides
the Trained Lead Personnel, you work in teams with other volunteers, many of whom are also experienced…and EVERYONE LEARNS! Chris explained, "EVERY time I volunteer, the benefits and rewards come back TEN-fold! I meet GREAT
people, I learn lots of things (that later help ME, TOO), and I help others…who ALSO learn and pass that knowledge on
while using it! What a perfect combination!"
The Pastoral Care Council thanks these two volunteers and the other four who expressed interest but couldn’t be involved
because of the ongoing demands of jobs and family, not fitting in (timewise) for this project with the notice being too short.
BUT… WE'RE LOOKING FORWARD TO HAVING YOU HELP OUT ON THE NEXT ONE! AND, we're LOOKING FOR
MORE VOLUNTEERS FROM ST. ODILIA IN THE FUTURE! It is our prayer and hope that a “champion” of this activity will
agree to help head up this effort for next year at St. Odilia. The Holy Hammers have well established and successful
modes of operation and will be able to reduce a champion’s learning curve when working with Habitat for Humanity.
Families who will be buying the Habitat Homes work 300-500 hours to complete the projects….but the volunteers help the
project to FLOURISH--sharing their gifts from God with others--who then PASS THE GIFTS FORWARD and OUTWARD, to
more and more families. What better way to live your faith and pass on your gifts!
Questions? Call Deacon Jim Saumweber at 651-415-3354.

Habitat House

Parishioner
Chris Anderson

Parishioner
Greg Mack
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SUICIDE PREVENTION:

everybody’s business, and anyone can help prevent the tragedy of
suicide.” (Fact)

AN EVENING OF HOPE AND HEALING

When questioning someone about the possibility of being
suicidal, Donna offered many tips starting with this: if you
DID YOU KNOW?
have any doubt about the person’s intentions, don’t wait, talk
Did you know (according to the Center for Disease Control
2015 Suicide Facts at a Glance), suicide was the tenth lead- to them NOW. She also suggested approaching the person
alone, in a private setting, giving yourself plenty of time, aling cause of death for all ages in 2013? Or that 17% of all
lowing the person to speak freely, but also being persistent in
students in grades 9-12 in the U.S. seriously considered attempting suicide in the previous 12 months – 13.6% of whom your questioning if the person is reluctant to share what he or
made a plan about how they would attempt to do so? Or that she is thinking. Equally important is how not to question a
potential suicide attempter by using such statements as
3.9% of the U.S. adult population reported having suicidal
“You’re not suicidal, are you?” and “You wouldn’t do anything
thoughts in the past year.
stupid would you?”
Statistics. For some of us, merely numbers. But for others,
others right here in our city, in our schools and, yes, even our Persuading someone to stay alive could entail actions such
as simply listening to the person while giving him/her your full
St. Odilia Community, they represent a deeply personal,
attention and refraining from offering advice, your opinion or
painful and sometimes devastating reality.
making any judgments. In short: offer hope to the person in
“COMMUNITY CONVERSATIONS” EVENT IN 2015
whatever form you can.
In the spring of 2015, the Pastoral Care Council, in conjunction with the National Alliance of Mental Illness (NAMI) spon- Lastly, when referring someone who may be suicidal, Donna
highlighted the importance of understanding that many times
sored a “Community Conversations” event – the goal of
suicidal people believe they cannot be helped, which requires
which was “to encourage people to talk about mental health
you to do more. “The best referral,” she advised “involves
and mental illnesses, challenge misperceptions, myths and
misinformation, increase community knowledge and support, taking the person who is having thoughts of suicide directly to
someone who can help.”
make communities inclusive and free from discrimination,
promote prevention and early intervention, and agree to
The second speaker of the evening, Tony Del Percio, a local
steps that communities can take.”
grief counselor with Bradshaw Funeral Homes and over 30
In response to several stories of lives lost and the devastation wrought upon those left in the aftermath of suicide
shared by some in attendance at that event, the Pastoral
Care Council sponsored the follow-up event, “Suicide Prevention: An Evening of Hope and Healing” this past April.
The evening was open to anyone – particularly those interested in raising their awareness and sensitivity to the issue of
suicide and those in the process of coming to grips with and
trying to make sense of it all following a personal experience.
“AN EVENING OF HOPE AND HEALING” IN APRIL 2016
Fr. Rask opened the evening with prayer. The first of two
speakers for the evening, Donna Fox, a member of the Minnesota State Suicide Prevention Task Force and Director of
Adult Programming & Suicide Prevention with NAMI Minnesota, then gave an excellent, informational presentation entitled “QPR Ask a Question, Save a Life”. QPR – which stands
for Question, Persuade and Refer “is not,” explained Donna,
“intended to be a form of counseling or treatment,” but rather
“a way to offer hope through positive action”.

years of grief counseling experience, presented a very energetic and engaging discussion around what he’s learned over
his many years of working with individuals and families impacted by suicide. One of his basic beliefs is that many suicides are not triggered by a mental illness, per se, but rather
by a lack of basic coping skills in response to a severe setback or crisis. This is particularly true, he’s discovered, for
men. Boys grow up believing it’s not okay to cry, that doing
so is a sign of weakness. So what happens then when a
young man gets dumped suddenly by his girlfriend or a middle-aged man unexpectedly losses his job? Never having
developed basic coping skills for handling what he perceives
as a catastrophic event can sometimes lead to the conclusion
that suicide is the only option for dealing with his pain.

Particularly touching was Tony’s sense of how he comforts
people dealing with a suicide loss on a spiritual level. “One of
the most common questions I get,” he says is, “will my loved
one go to hell?” His answer – “I tell them it doesn’t matter
how they died, it’s how they lived.” Conveying this same gentleness and belief in a loving, non-condemning God who
In her presentation, Donna refuted many common myths
loves us all in spite of our weaknesses and brokeness, he
about suicide with facts including:
mentioned a letter written by a priest friend for the funeral of
“No one can stop a suicide; it is inevitable.” (Myth) vs. “If people in a a young woman who took her own life. The title? “You’re a
crisis get the help they need, they will probably never be suicidal
Mess Ally, but the Banquet is Ready.”
again." (Fact)
“Only experts can prevent suicide.” (Myth) vs. “Suicide prevention is
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- Sue Flesch, Pastoral Care Council Member

SARAH’S TABLE SENIOR LUNCH 2016 -2017
We are Looking forward to another successful year of Sarah’s Table! There will be a slight bump of 50 cents to
$8 per meal due to the rising cost of food, of which we are all aware. This will also reduce the time it takes to get
your ticket and change for the meal. We are always looking for new volunteers to help serve and clean up and
of course we appreciate all of you who bring in desserts to share.
It’s great to get together with both old and new friends.
Blessings,
Deacon Jim Saumweber, Connie Steffen, Bonnie Ryan and all who faithfully serve at Sarah’s Table!
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Faith Formation - Summer VBS

Vacation Bible School 2016 Cave Quest
by Janet Etten - VBS Director
Cave Quest VBS was incredible! July 25-29, 2016 was
spent following Jesus, the Light of the World. We were
blessed to have 300 children, 100 youth volunteers as
well as over 40 parents taking part again in this exciting
summer tradition at St. Odilia. The music, games,
crafts, snacks and fun were a fantastic way to spend a
week of the summer learning more about God.
The children don’t just hear about God’s love; they see it, touch it,
sing it, taste it, and put it into action through God Sightings. As they
traveled from station to station, they were able to delve more deeply
into their understanding of God. It was a beautiful way to see God
working in the community, in the lives of the children, youth and parents of St. Odilia parishioners and friends.
Thank you to the entire St. Odilia Catholic Community for your support of this exciting program each summer. It is wonderful to have
so many families invite grandchildren, friends and neighbors to participate in this week and share the love of God. It is something they
can share about their faith community in a unique and special way.
Follow Him!
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Senior High Youth Ministry - Summer 2016

Summer Festival
We want to give a huge thank you to all those who
made our summer youth programs possible in 2016!
We had more than 50 youth involved in at least one of
the main "camp" experiences I got to lead, and most
kids did two or three of the programs!
If you need a refresher, by the way, we first took a
group of high schoolers to the week-long offsite camp,
Summer Festival. The camp’s goal is to help participants develop their
relationship with God, through deep small-group conversations, great
Christian speakers, and huge fun events like campus-wide team builders, black-light dances, and things like the “messy fight”.
We then started the multi-week Summer Stretch program, which focuses on service and community building. Finally we had VBS After Hours,
a brand-new program this year that’s designed for teenagers to have
their own program after VBS ends each day. It focused on concepts of
Christian leadership, aiming to raise the next generation of St. Odilia
leaders. Of course it was also fun, with campus-wide games like "Water
Wars" and even a zombie-survival game.

VBS After Hours

These programs wouldn't have been possible without the adult leaders,
chaperones, and generous "take stock in our youth" donors who supported our efforts. Thank you for helping us to empower our youth!
- Scott Kieffer, Youth Ministry 6-12 and Evangelization

Summer Stretch

VBS After Hours
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Faith Formation
Muslim Guests at Mass - Sunday, Sept. 18, 9:00 a.m.
Ever wished we could do something to build bridges between Christians and Muslims?
Here’s our chance.
Nostra Aetate, the Second Vatican Council’s 1965 “Declaration on the Relation of the Church to Non-Christian
Religions,” proclaimed a new era in Catholic-Muslim relations:
“The Church regards with esteem also the Muslims. They adore the one God, living and subsisting in Himself; merciful and
all-powerful, the Creator of heaven and earth, who has spoken to men; they take pains to submit wholeheartedly to even
His inscrutable decrees, just as Abraham, with whom the faith of Islam takes pleasure in linking itself, submitted to God.
Though they do not acknowledge Jesus as God, they revere Him as a prophet. They also honor Mary, His virgin Mother; at
times they even call on her with devotion. In addition, they await the day of judgment when God will render their desserts
to all those who have been raised up from the dead. Finally, they value the moral life and worship God especially through
prayer, almsgiving and fasting.
Since in the course of centuries not a few quarrels and hostilities have arisen between Christians and Muslims, this sacred
synod urges all to forget the past and to work sincerely for mutual understanding and to preserve as well as to promote
together for the benefit of all mankind social justice and moral welfare, as well as peace and freedom.”
As this issue of The Messenger goes to press, we are planning an exciting opportunity. During the Muslim holy
month of Ramadan this summer, some St. Odilia parishioners participated in the Minnesota Council of Churches’ project
inviting Christians to attend a Ramadan iftar dinner (the after-sunset meal at which Muslims break their sunrise-to-sunset
total daily fast) at a local mosque, the Imam Husain Islamic Center. After that meal, the mosque’s speaker expressed a
hope that a reciprocal visit to a Christian place of worship might be possible. All of this is in the hope of building greater
connections and understanding between Christians and Muslims, people of good will in both faiths.
So we’re stepping up to the plate; we’re inviting members of that mosque to attend Mass here at St. Odilia on Sunday,
Sept. 18, at our regular 9:00 a.m. Mass. Then, after Mass, our guests from the mosque will stay for coffee and donuts and
informal conversations with St. Odilia parishioners.
Watch the St. Odilia bulletin and the Adult Formation page on the St. Odilia website, www.stodilia.org, for further details.
If you’d be interested in helping with this initiative, please contact Lucy Arimond, Director of Adult Formation and Evangelization, Arimond@stodilia.org, 651-415-3331. Co-sponsored by the Faith Formation Ministry Area Council and the Worship
and Community Life Ministry Area Council.

Mother Teresa to be declared a saint!
Come and celebrate!

Evenings, Mon. through Wed., March 13-15

When: Tues., Oct. 4, 7:00-9:00 p.m.
Where: Courtyard

Prayer–Music–Learning–Spiritual Wisdom–Community

In September, Mother Teresa of Kolkata
(Calcutta) will be canonized, formally recognizing her as St. Teresa. Exactly one month later,
on October 4, we’ll be celebrating the occasion by launching our
“What Catholics Believe” series with a showing of “The Letters,”
William Riead’s gripping movie based on the letters that St. Teresa
wrote to her spiritual director, the late Belgian Jesuit Fr. Celeste van
Exem (whose birthday, as it happens, was October 4).

Do you know someone who is:
 Thinking of becoming a Catholic?
 Already Catholic, but has not received Confirmation?
 Interested in serving as a sponsor?

Parish Lenten Mission 2017
Fr. Michael Joncas

Mother Teresa – “The Letters”

BECOMING A CATHOLIC

Mark Your Calendars!

Fr. Joncas, a priest of the Archdiocese of St.
Paul and Minneapolis, is a worldrenowned presenter, teacher, theologian, author and composer
(“On Eagle’s Wings”). Don’t miss
this rare opportunity to see him
right here at St. Odilia.

The RCIA – Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults – is for them. The
first meetings are for inquiry – no strings attached, no need to have
made a final decision, all seekers welcome. It’s a process of spiritual
formation and learning. The RCIA at St. Odilia meets on Wed. evenings, beginning in mid-September. Each inquirer is also assigned a
parishioner as a sponsor.

For further info or to register, contact Lucy Arimond, Director of Adult Formation & Evangelization:651-415-3331 or arimond@stodilia.org
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Faith Formation
Greetings St. Odilia Community,
I am Betsy Schmitz, one of the new Administrative Assistants for St. Odilia’s Faith Formation! Being an Iowa native my journey to
Minnesota began after graduating from Loras College in Dubuque, Iowa, in 2014 with
a BA in social work. After graduation I
packed my bags for a year-long volunteer
program with the Sisters of St. Joseph of
Carondelet. My volunteer placement was at
Cretin-Derham Hall working with the campus ministry team.
Working with high school students was an eye opening and fulfilling experience during my volunteer year through the many
experiences of service days, liturgy, youth groups, and one on
one time with students. The St. Joseph Worker Program gave
me many gifts that have profoundly impacted my life aiding me
into looking at the world differently by loving the dear neighbor
without distinction. Living in intentional community with women
committed to social change, a life of simplicity, and dedication to
spirituality through the endless support of the Sisters of St. Joseph fueled my desire to enroll in the Masters of Theology program with a certificate in Pastoral Care at St. Catherine University. Studying Theology at St. Catherine University has been a
true gift in my life. I look forward to being a part of the St. Odilia
Community this year as I finish my last year of graduate school.

We welcome Sarah Hansen and Betsy Schmitz
to Faith Formation Dept.! They will be working
in the area of administrative support.

I am a St. Odilia parishioner and
have been since I was a child.
Currently in my senior year at
Metropolitan State University, I
am majoring in Human Services
Disability Studies. Before coming
to St. Odilia, I worked in Disability
Services/Case Management and
Loan Administration.
My husband Keith and I got married at St. Odilia on November 7 of this past year on our six-year dating anniversary. We live in Maple Grove, MN. We love to spend
time with my family and friends and enjoy kayaking,
fishing and most water activities.
- Sarah Hansen

- Peace and prayers, Betsy Schmitz

Fall Bible Study - Three Opportunities Here at St. Odilia!
Breaking Bread with Jesus: Meals in the Gospels
Thursdays, Sept. 22 & 29 and Oct. 6, 7:00-9:00 p.m.
Presenter: Arthur E. Zannoni
Back by popular demand, scripture scholar and master teacher Art Zannoni is putting together a
brand new series, for St. Odilia. He’ll talk about the Last Supper, of course, but also about other
memorable and significant meals that are recorded in the Gospels. Watch the bulletin and the
parish website for further information.
Living the Scriptures
Tuesday mornings, 10:00-11:15 a.m., beginning Sept. 27
Conference room in the 3510 Vivian Ave. building
New members are welcome as this great group resumes after its summer break. Explore the coming Sunday’s Mass
readings using Sunday by Sunday, the study guide published by the Sisters of St. Joseph. For information or to register,
contact Rosie Stahl, stahl.roz@gmail.com, Mary Ann Ryan, maretired46@gmail.com, or Lucy Arimond, Director of Adult
Formation & Evangelization, Arimond@stodilia.org, 651-415-3331.
Scripture Study: Exodus
Thursday mornings, beginning Sept. 22
10 sessions; cost is $20 for study book and other materials.
The Exodus is the central event of the Old Testament. Its themes of liberation, wilderness, passover, covenant, and God’s
dwelling are central to the entire Bible. For further information or to register, contact Margaret Trondson, 651-429-6702.
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Worship and Community Life
Memories...
Dan Perry Appreciation Weekend
June 25-26, 2016

“Over the weekend of June 25 and 26 we celebrated Dan
Perry and the gift of his amazing 49 dedicated years of service to the St. Odilia community. Receptions were held after
all Masses, with many wonderful memories shared. On Saturday evening a boisterous gathering of staff and fellow musicians 1(50 people) filled the Courtyard with music, laughter,
and tears. Those gathered reflected the hundreds and hundreds of us who have worked with him over the years, and
the impact he has had on so many lives. Some of us musicians started as young school children and stayed for decades. Some of us were adults but green, and were nurtured
into our full potential by his mentoring and encouragement
(and stayed for decades). Others were seasoned musicians
who were drawn into the magic of St. Odilia’s music ministry
and wanted to be a part of that family (and also stayed for
decades!).
There are many highly-skilled musicians serving in parish
music ministry, each with his/her own gifts. Dan of course
has shared his own incredible music talents with that sweet
tenor voice and killer guitar skills. He’s a superstar with a
huge following of fans, sharing his music beyond the church
walls in multiple bands through the years. But equally important has been his gentle leadership style, and his ability to
draw out and nurture the gifts of others into music ministry.
Not everyone has the humility to take the attention away from
themselves, and engage others to their highest potential.
That takes work and patience. As have so many others, I personally have grown beyond anything I could ever have imagined by his mentoring, challenges, and encouragement. For
that I am sincerely grateful to Dan, and to God for bringing
him into our lives.
If you want to be happy, then love, love, love…
These familiar lyrics from one of Dan’s many compositions
reflect the gift of his presence in our parish community over

the last 49 years. He truly embodies the all-embracing unconditional love of God in the way he has welcomed everyone
into his “Family of God” with a sincerely joyful spirit, and that
wonderful grin! Delightfully combining wholesome, down-toearth sacredness with a healthy sprinkling of silliness and
laughter, he spent the last 49 years building the spirit of our
parish community, inspiring us and engaging us and involving
us.
The laughter and love shared throughout the weekend’s festivities reflect the family of love Dan was such an integral part
of creating: A community of faith, a place where all are welcome and embraced in love. That vision for his ministry is
revealed in the words of his song, “A Place for Coming
Home,” written to celebrate our 50th Jubilee:
This is a place where we can grow,
where seeds of love and peace are sown,
where we see the face of God in one another.
It’s here we mark our days and years,
we share our triumphs and our tears,
this community, a place for coming home.
People have come and gone through the years, but the key
things that Dan helped shape in our music ministry remain: a
love of music, treasuring the preciousness of friendships, and
the joy of sharing our God-given gifts in service to the people
of this amazing community.
If you seek fulfillment in all you do, then love, love, love
will find you.
Thank you, Dan, for sharing your gift of love with us in so
many ways. We hope your journey with us all these years
has brought fulfillment and love to you!”
- Mari Meyer, St. Odilia Music Ministry Volunteer
Photos courtesy of Mark Bina.
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Worship and Community Life

The Worship and Community Life Council hosted the ninth annual Ice Cream Social in celebration of the Feast of St. Odilia. The Courtyard was festive, the music lively and the ice
cream delicious. Music and camaraderie were
enjoyed by all! The air conditioning was especially appreciated!
The event was attended by 400 + parishioners!
We enjoyed great music with Hector Valero and
the Latino Choir starting us off and Dan Perry
and the Ice Cream Band keeping us going.
If you missed this year’s Ice Cream Social,
mark your calendar for next July and join this
family-friendly, fun and tasty celebration! You
will find good entertainment, friendship, ice
cream and air conditioning on a hot summer
day!

Hear Ye, Hear Ye, we announce an event coming to St. Odilia the likes of
which will sate your appetite and entertain you royally!

Madrigal Dinner December 9 & 10, 2016






December 9 and 10, we will present our first Madrigal Dinner. This
is a performance by people in Renaissance period garb who will entertain you over the course of your meal.
The types of talents/skills/interests we are looking for are: singing,
acting, costuming, food serving, tech area – sound & lighting, props,
advertising/promoting/finance, magic, juggling, and certain instruments.
Since we are presenting this for the first time we are building it from
the ground up, so get on board for this exciting new event!

Contact Dave Barkhymer at barkhymer@stodilia.org or 612-415-3346.
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is coming!
Trunk or Treating provides a safe family environment for trick or
treaters. At this event adults & teens gather and enjoy opening
and decorating their trunks or backs of their vehicles. Young
people have fun going from vehicle to vehicle while adults and
teens hand out treats.
When:

Friday, October 28, 2016

Where:

St. Odilia - West School Parking Lot

Time:

6:00PM - 7:00 p.m.

Set Up:

Between 5:00-5:45 p.m.

Everyone can participate!

Photos above are from Trunk or Treat 2015.

Adults/teens who want to have fun decorating their trunks (age appropriate) and/or hand out treats. We are amazed each year at the creativity demonstrated in trunk decorating!
Young people who enjoy trick or treating!!
The fine print:


If you are an adult/teen and wish to decorate your vehicle and hand out store-purchased treats, please send
an email to albrecht@stodilia.org so we can plan accordingly.



You must provide your own source of power for lights, etc. (no strobe lights please). We do not have outside
power available for trunk decorations.



Plan for upwards of 250 participants when you buy treats.

Sept. 10/11 - Fall Festival Gospel Choir sings at 5:00, 9:00 and 11:00 Masses
Sept. 17/18 - Catechetical Sunday; 6:00 p.m. Mass resumes
Sept. 18 - Parish Choir resumes 9:00 a.m. Mass
Oct. 2 - Handbell Choir resumes 11:00 a.m. Mass
Oct. 16 - Señor de los Milagros/Lord of the Miracles at 12:45 p.m. Mass
Oct. 28 - Trunk or Treat at 6:00 p.m.
Nov. 7 - In Remembrance Service at 7:00 p.m.
Nov. 20 - Christ the King – all Masses
Nov. 24 - Thanksgiving Day Mass at 9:00 a.m.
Nov. 27 - First Sunday of Advent – all Masses
Dec. 9 & 10 - Madrigal Dinner
Dec. 11 - Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe/Our Lady of Guadalupe at 12:45 p.m. Mass
Dec. 14 - Advent Lessons and Carols at 6:45 p.m.
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Looking Ahead ...

We remember and pray for those who have gone before us.
Sterling loved to travel and camp
with his family. He built their first
Sterling Dwane Polyak was born January 3, 1927 in
Vienna, South Dakota to John and Helen Polyak. The camper and traveled to all 50
states. In 2006 they gave up campfamily farm has been in the family for over 100 years.
On September 27, 1946 he married Agnes Louise De- ing and purchased a home in Mismuth at Holy Redeemer Church in Marshall, Minnesota. sion, Texas, where they spent five
months out of the year. In Texas,
Sterling was a Jack-of-all-trades and could fix anything. he was called the “ice cream man”
A severe windstorm wrecked the front of the farm
as he was always the first one in
Agnes & Sterling Polyak
house while he was in high school. A carpenter
line each time it was served. Sterroughed in the porch and bedroom. Sterling used card- ling took his family to many Catholic churches as he
board box material for insulating between the outer
made sure the family got to Sunday Mass each week
walls. The undertaker in Vienna gave them plywood
wherever they were.
coffin crates. Sterling wired the house for a power plant
they hoped to get and then he used the plywood to fin- Sterling was very blessed as a family man. Being marish the inside walls. He was a 50 plus year member of ried for 68 years to Agnes he is survived by his wife,
Carpenters Local 87 in St. Paul. He drew his own plans four children, 10 grandchildren, 11 great grandchildren,
and built their former family home on North Victoria. In and three great great grandchildren.
2006 they sold their home and moved to Villa Park.
STERLING DWANE POLYAK, Jan. 3, 1927 - May 6, 2016

GERARD W. FRAWLEY, May 27, 1929 – May 16, 2016

Gerard was born in Lowell, MA,
and one of six children. His
father died when he was four
years old and his mother was
not well. This left the children’s
nana and aunt to raise the family. There was little support and
little money. Gerard was truly a
self- made man.
He dropped out of high school twice and joined the U.S.
Navy at age 16 where he proudly served as a medic on
board the USS Newport News. Upon returning to Lowell, MA, Gerard earned his high school diploma and
went on to St. Francis College in PA. Gerard met his
wife, Mary Alice, on a blind date in Washington, DC,
and subsequently moved to Minneapolis where he and
Mary Alice got married in 1954. Gerard finished his undergraduate degree at St. Thomas University and
earned his Masters of Hospital Administration at the
University of Minnesota.

Gerard loved his profession as a hospital administrator.
During his career, he served as Director at the U of M
Variety Club Heart Hospital, Variety Children’s Hospital
in Miami, Florida, and as President of St. Joseph’s Hospital in St. Paul, where he was the first lay person ever
to serve as chief executive. He was particularly proud,
together with the Sisters of St. Joseph, to open Mary
Hall, a homeless shelter for men in St. Paul, in 1980.
Gerard was ethical, principled and an extremely hard
worker.
He was also very pleased to serve on the original building committee for the parish of St. Odilia.
Gerard enjoyed home improvement projects, classical
music, entertaining and spending time with his family.
He was very proud of his grandchildren and loved
spending time with them. He was a leader, a parent, a
friend and a devout Catholic. Gerard relished and celebrated all of life’s occasions.

27

MARY PATRICIA (MCCALL) KELLEY, June 4, 1944 - June 21, 2016
Mary was born June 4, 1944, to Bernard and Annie McCall. She was one of five children. She grew
up right outside the gates of the Minnesota State Fair and spent most of her childhood adventuring
around the Como area. She attended Holy Childhood through grade school and then attended and
graduated from Murray High School. Shortly after high school she entered the medical field working
as a surgical tech at St. Joseph’s Hospital. She loved to reminisce about her years at St. Joe’s and
how she met some of her best friends there.
Mary met her husband Jim at the Withrow Ballroom. He said she exemplified everything he wanted
in a wife and future mother of his children. They married April 8, 1972, and shortly after were blessed
with their first of three girls. Mary became a stay-at-home mom and she took pride in her children and
home. She was the most amazing cook and ran her home seamlessly.
While Mary enjoyed being a mother, she enjoyed being a grandmother even more. Her daughters Mollie, Katie and Kiara
blessed Mary and Jim with eight beautiful grandchildren. Mary had a special bond with each grandchild. Mary lived for the
holidays and any special occasion to make her family feel special. She made the most beautiful and delicious holiday meals
and always enjoyed throwing in a new recipe. Her house was always decked out in the most up-to-date and appropriate holiday décor.
Mary loved frequenting the movies with her husband Jim, planting an abundance of flowers in the spring and her many holiday traditions she shared with her daughters and grandchildren. She was a regular customer at Caribou and Starbucks and
they knew her order by name. Mary spent her life devoted to her children and grandchildren and is so deeply missed by all of
them.
Over the last few months Mary has struggled in and out of the hospital after having heart surgery. Much like the way Mary
lived her life, she handled every bump in the road with an amazing amount of grace. Mary is survived by her husband Jim,
daughters, Mollie, Katie and Kiara, sons-in-laws, Jimmie, John and Zac and grandchildren: Katherine, Liam, Karis, Jack,
Shane, Darby, Duke and Crosby. Mary was the loving matriarch of their family and there will forever be a void without her
here but they find peace knowing she is in Heaven with her parents, brother, friends and loving God.

ROSEMARY LENTSCH, May 8, 1929 - April 23, 2016
Rosemary Conlin Lentsch was born on a Farm in Albertville, MN, to Paul and Loma Conlin, in
1929. She was the oldest of four children. Her siblings, sister Anna Mae and brothers Dick and
Don were the center of her life and remained close until her death. Rosemary’s upbringing on the
farm taught her the joy and importance of family. She carried that through when she married the
love of her life, Leo, in 1953. Together they had eight children: Jim, John, Mark, Maureen, Timmy,
Kathy, Jeannine and Patrick. They gave her 15 grandchildren, and nine great grandchildren and
more on the way, all of whom she adored. She remained a pillar of strength in all of our lives.
Rosemary’s greatest joy was nursing. She obtained her R.N. degree at St. Kate’s. Her innate ability
to anticipate what people needed was why she was an amazing nurse, both on and off the job.
Rosemary’s passions were music and sewing. Singing, dancing or playing her piano brought a
brightness and lightness to her face. Through her talented sewing Rosemary welcomed many babies into this world with one of her personalized satin flannel baby blankets.
St. Odilia Parish started in 1960, of which Rosemary and Leo were charter members. Rosemary’s volunteerism to the
church was immense. Her involvement benefitted many areas. A few were the music program, CCD, Candle Drive School
fundraising and coordination of Baptisms. Additionally she lent her seamstress abilities to the Quilts for the Needy group,
costumes for the plays and adornment of the church. She was a great asset to the St. Odilia community.
Rosemary’s love of her vast family and community is immeasurable. She was loved by so many and is so very greatly
missed. Because of her giving soul, we have great faith that she was greeted in heaven by her Savior, her husband Leo and
her sons John, Mark and baby, Timmy.
A faithful life was lived by our ROSE, not without thorns but always ever unfolding beauty.
We love you Mom, our dear angel,
Jim, Maureen, Kathy, Jeannine and Pat
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St. Odilia Council of Catholic Women Update
Why Should I Shop at a Jewelry or Bake Sale?
Have you ever wondered, “Why would I shop at those sales in the church gym?” The answer is, “It helps our parish and others and you get some great jewelry or yummy baked goods!”
The St. Odilia Council of Catholic Women is proud to announce that they shared earnings from their two jewelry sales and
two bake sales in May, a total of over $11,000 in cash, with our parish and community. Many thanks to our wonderful shoppers and volunteers this past year! Here are just some of the groups or projects they supported:
ST ODILIA FOOD MINISTRY STAFF SUPPORT

$

1,500

ST ODILIA YOUTH FORMATION

$

1,500

ST ODILIA BOY SCOUTS

$

200

ST ODILIA SARAH’S TABLE (Door prizes)

$

300

ST. ODILIA CHARITY FUND

$

1,500

FRANCISCAN BROTHERS

$

300

LISTENING HOUSE

$

300

ST. PAUL SEMINARY

$

200

SUSQUEHANNA FREE CLINIC

$

400

VISITATION MONASTERY

$

300

MADONNA PLAN OF CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES

$

1,500

ST ODILIA – GYM FLOOR REFINISHING

$

1,500

The donations list is even longer! In addition to cash donations, the group sent many boxes of gifts to Appalachia to help
the poor, dozens of quilts and pillows to Sharing Korners Foodshelf and Bridging and dozens of baby items to Birthright after
their annual “baby shower” event.
Spring 2016 CCW Jewelry Sale

29

Welcome New Parishioners!
MAY 2016 — JULY 2016
May 2016 – Additions
Tom Leibold
Richard Moseti
Olivia Moseti
Finley Moseti
David and Becky Ness
Peter Ness
George Reiling Jr.
Ken and Jessica Swecker
Jacob and Jennifer Remitz
Elizabeth (Elsie)
Benjamin

Chris and Jacie Droske
Ryan and Nicole Feltz
Lucy
James
Michal and Carmita Hall
Nathaly
Scott and Michele Hansen
July 2016
Darlene Girolamo
Kevin and Sarah Hansen
Jim and Sally London
Mike Pretzel and Beverly Eidem
William Pretzel

June 2016
Scott and Jackson Black
Waylon
Michael and Jeanne Crane

YOU CAN HELP US TO REDUCE MAILING COSTS!
Each winter, we have many pieces of mail returned from the post office for individuals who
were “temporarily away”. Each returned piece of mail, costs St. Odilia first class postage
rates even if it is mailed as third class mail. If you have plans to be away for longer that
one week during the colder months in Minnesota, please take a few minutes to complete
the form below and drop it into the collection basket or mail it to:
St. Odilia Parish Center Office
3495 N. Victoria St.
Shoreview, MN 55126
***Or you can e-mail this information to: bulletin@stodilia.org***
DO YOU HAVE PLANS TO BE AWAY???
Please select one option and provide your name and address information:
A) Please do not forward my mail ___________
Date leaving Minnesota: ___________ Date back in Minnesota: ___________

B) Please forward my mail ___________
Date leaving Minnesota: ___________ Date back in Minnesota: ___________
Name:___________________________________ Env. #________
Current Address: ________________________________________
City, State, Zip: _________________________________________
Winter Address: _________________________________________
City, State, Zip: __________________________________________
Thank you!!
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Are You Moving?
If you are moving we would like to know so we can keep our records current and our postage costs down.
Please fill out the form below and return it by dropping it into the collection basket at any Mass, or by
mailing it to: St. Odilia Parish Center Office, 3495 N. Victoria, Shoreview, MN 55126
Name: _______________________________________________________ Env. #: _______________
Old Address: __________________________________ City, State, Zip: ________________________
New Address: _________________________________ City, State, Zip: ________________________
Email Address: __________________________________________
New Phone (Include area code): _________________ Effective Date: ________________________
I/We will be staying in the parish:

Y ______ N ________

Newsletter Team:

Corporate Board Members:

Barb Schaer-Mady, Mary Holmes
and staff consultants.

Most Rev. Bernard A. Hebda, Apostolic Administrator
Rev. Phillip Rask, Vice President
Greg Gerlach, Trustee Treasurer
Katie Boyle, Trustee Secretary

The St. Odilia Messenger is a publication of the Catholic Community of St.
Odilia, 3495 North Victoria, Shoreview,
Minnesota, 55126. Each issue is distributed to registered parishioners.
To receive a copy, register by calling
651-484-6681.

651-291-4400
651-484-6681

St. Odilia Parish Phone Numbers:
Parish Office
Parish Office Fax
School Office
Faith Formation Office
Faith Formation/Latino Ministry Fax

651-484-6681
651-484-0780
651-484-3364
651-415-3329
651-789-3118

The NEXT Newsletter Deadline: Please submit articles for the WINTER issue of The Messenger
by Wednesday, November 2, 2016. They may be sent by email to messenger@stodilia.org or dropped at
the parish office. Electronic submissions are appreciated. Pictures (jpg files) are welcome but please describe each photo with caption text if possible.

VISION AND MISSION
VISION
To joyfully live the Gospel by knowing, loving, and serving God and one another.
MISSION
We are a Catholic community of faith that welcomes every person to grow in holiness and draw closer
to Jesus Christ through…
 Worship and Evangelization
 Faith Formation and Education
 Works of Charity and Justice
… every day and at every stage of life.
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HearYe, HearYe, we announce an event coming to St. Odilia
the likes of which will sate your appetite and entertain you royally!

Mark your calendar for the Madrigal Dinner December 9 & 10, 2016
Get on board to be part of this exciting new parish event! Read more about it inside….
Contact is Dave Barkhymer at barkhymer@stodilia.org or 612-415-3346.

