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Fr. Rask
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In Christ,
Too busy? This year we not only have four weeks of Advent, we also have the rest of the new “Year of Grace
2017”. Do you hear thunder? I don’t either.
In Christ,
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Stewardship of Treasure Pledge Drive Update
God has blessed our parish in so many ways and you are truly a part of that blessing. We
extend a sincere “thank you” to all who support our parish community throughout the year
with their attendance, service, and regular financial contributions. In early October, we sent
pledge cards to all registered households. While we recognize that many parishioners give
without returning a pledge card, we are encouraging all of you to respond by returning your pledge card this year. Your response helps us to keep our parish household records current.
As of the beginning of November, we have received 608 pledge cards which represents only 27% of our active registered
households. The chart below provides more detail on the amounts pledged for 2016 and 2017.
Pledge Summary
as of:

2016
11-10-15

2017
11-04-16

Total Pledged

$1,084,269

$1,079,681

Total Contribution Goal

$2,361,300

$2,321,265

We look forward to hearing from you. For those of you who have not had the opportunity to return your pledge cards, a follow-up mailing was sent in mid-November. You may also submit your pledge online. See the Stewardship tab at
www.stodilia.org.

Catholic Services Appeal Foundation Update -

We are very close to reaching our goal!

“If you have not given your gift in support of the 17 Collective Ministries of the Catholic Services Appeal Foundation (CSAF), there
is still time. Your gift of $50 to $100 can make a big difference in the lives of many.” - Fr. Phil Rask
St. Odilia's total pledged amount continues to grow and as of November 3, 2016, is $107,515.00. When our parish reaches its
pledge goal of $109,599.00, 25% of all funds received from St. Odilia will be returned for use in our parish. For fiscal year ‘17 our
budget includes an anticipated minimum rebate of $27,250.00.
Every gift, regardless of the amount, matters, so please prayerfully consider making your pledge before
December 31, 2016 to help us reach our pledge goal. Place your donation in the collection basket at Mass
(specify Catholic Services Appeal in the memo line) or use the envelopes in the church entry kiosks. You can
also pledge online at csafspm.org. Thanks for your compassion and generosity!
One of the critical ministries supported by CSAF is the Venezuelan Mission. Our previous Parochial Vicar, Fr.
James Peterson, led a group of parishioners from our Venezuelan Mission Parish of Jesucristo Resucitado on a
visit to Minnesota in October. We learned how members of this Venezuelan group experienced firsthand the hardship of the current economic and political crisis in Venezuela. Food and medicine shortages have deeply impacted many neighborhoods in this
parish, and it is extremely difficult to get even basic personal hygiene items. Your contribution to the Catholic Services Appeal supports a unique opportunity for stewardship to foster solidarity and new opportunity for our "hermanos y hermanas," brothers and
sisters, in Venezuela.
Each and every dollar that comes into the Catholic Services Appeal Foundation is put to good use. The ministries are able to
house the homeless, feed the hungry, help the prisoner, offer financial aid to students in both Catholic elementary and high
schools, assist the disabled, minister to the hospitalized, educate the seminarian, support the missionary, work with immigrants,
and serve Native Americans. Envelopes are available in the kiosk by the parish office. Just drop it into the collection basket or
visit http://www.csafspm.org/ and contribute online.
St. Odilia 2016 CSAF Results (as of October 31, 2016):
2016 Total Goal: $109,599.00
2016 Total Pledged: $106,290.00
2016 Total Collected: $96,175.86
Number of Givers: 475
Estimated rebate to the parish based on 2016 collected amount: $0.00*

St. Odilia 2015 CSAF Results:
2015 Total Goal: $109,599.00
2015 Total Pledged: $146,529.05
2015 Total Collected: $132,294.55
Number of Givers: 581
Actual rebate to the parish based on 2015 collected amount: $38,709.00

*If we reach our pledge goal by December 31, 2016 and if pledges are fulfilled, the estimated rebate to the parish could be
as much as $27,250.00 which is included in our budget for Fiscal Year ‘17.
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Building Our Vision
EXPANSION PLANS UPDATE - November 2016
“I look forward to the day when we gather together to thank our Lord for his unconditional love and
to rededicate ourselves and our expanded campus to Him.” - Fr. Phil Rask
OUR VISION
You might think “Our Vision” refers to the additions we are planning to make to our physical building. Actually our vision is
the great work of our various ministry areas that is accomplished on the St. Odilia Campus. We are so fortunate to be part of
a vibrant, active parish with so many ministries that we are bursting at the seams. Many people have been involved in this
multi-year process to improve our facilities to accommodate all these ministries. We are now getting closer to the exciting
stage of actually beginning construction!
THE BUILDING PLANS
Much work is yet to be done before we can start construction at the end of the school year. In September, the Parish Leadership Council approved the recommendation of the building committee to hire Langer Construction (based in St. Paul) as
the General Contractor for the project. We chose to hire the contractor at this stage so they could work with the architectural
firm, Station 19, in advising us throughout the design phase. With their extensive church and school experience, Langer
Construction can help us keep our plans within our budget and then manage the actual construction while all of our ministries continue.
Our current work focuses on the “Design Development” stage, where we work to refine our initial plans to meet our ministry
needs. The architects have met with ministry leaders within the community to better understand their current needs and
they have adapted the preliminary design drawings to best meet those needs. The Design Team approved the plan below
and it will be used by our contractor to develop final project estimates:

The plan meets the goals of the Capital Campaign to:
 Create welcoming, secure and accessible space, including an elevator.
 Improve the south east entrance to the church with expanded lobby, additional restrooms, and remodeled
Bride/Cry room.
 Designate useful space for our Music Ministry program and growing Youth Ministry programs.
 Improve our HVAC systems, including A-Wing HVAC improvements and new systems for the new additions.
 Provide space to enhance and expand our educational offerings, including renovated space and a two story addition for
use by our school, preschool, faith formation and Latino ministry.
We will continue to refine the design as we move through the next stage of ‘Construction Documents’ to remain in-line with
our overall project plan of $6M. Visit www.stodilia.org and click on the More About Expansion link on the homepage to see
details of the plan view shown above and future design refinements.
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“We know raising these funds will challenge us, but we have confidence in our mission to invite all to draw closer to Jesus Christ through
worship and evangelization, faith formation and education, and works of charity and justice. I ask you to consider making a sacrificial
gift that will build on the work of the leaders who have served before us and will allow us to carry their vision into the future.”
- Fr. Phil Rask

OUR WORK CONTINUES: Our work to meet our fundraising goals in conjunction with identifying the additional financing that will be needed for this project continues.
A huge “THANK YOU” to the 1040 households who have participated in the Capital Campaign.
Critical to our success in implementing our vision are the funds actually received as a result of
your pledge intentions.
 Fundraising goal: $6,000,000
 Pledged so far: $4,650,000
 Contributed so far: $2,800,000
 Additional Financing Needs: $1,500,000
We have not yet reached our fundraising goal, so our
campaign continues to reach out to parishioners
to secure pledges. If you have not yet made a
financial commitment to the project, please consider doing so. We need everyone’s support to
continue sharing the good news of Jesus Christ
and welcoming all people to join us on this incredible journey.
Our finance team is in the process of exploring
options to expand our current parish debt of $1.7M to $3.2M in order to fund the project balance that may not be met by parishioner pledges and gifts. The Finance Council has approved this increase in debt with the goal of funding this debt
through ongoing parish operations.
Pledges and gifts of all sizes are welcome. There are pledge cards in the back of church and in the entryway kiosks. You
can also make a pledge or gift online by using the ‘Pledge Online’ tab on the Stewardship page of our website.
Please contact Ramona Michaels, Development Coordinator at 651-415-3350 or michaels@stodilia.org if you would like to
support our project. Thank you for your prayers and your ongoing support!

2016 ANNUAL FINANCIAL RESULTS
Dear Parishioners,
The following pages provide you with a view of our 2016 Annual Financial Results. As is evident by the success of our capital campaign, our parish is blessed to have many active and generous members who care deeply about the future of our
parish and its mission to welcome every person to grow in holiness and draw closer to Jesus Christ. We accomplish this
through our ministries of Worship and Evangelization, Faith Formation and Education, and our works of Charity and Justice.
Your gifts to the Sunday offering and debt and facility maintenance funds enable us to carry out our work as a family of faith.
Parishioner giving to these funds decreased by 4% from the prior year and was 4% under budget for FY16, which resulted in
a net loss for the year of $132,275. Based on this experience, our budget for FY17 represents a slight decrease from our
FY16 budget. The additional chart and graphs provide you with a visual representation of how your contributions are used to
support our ministry areas.
Our parish investment in the St. Odilia Prayer Garden continues to bear fruit and a new landscape memorial wall has been
added to remember the faithful departed who are buried elsewhere. We continue to invest in the youth of our parish.
Increased enrollment in our Catholic School and faith formation programs (English and Spanish) demonstrates that success.
Our preschool has helped to build a firm foundation of faith for many families in addition to leading us to the addition of an
additional Kindergarten classroom for the 2016-2017 school year.
Through faith, together with our parish family, we look forward to the future. The work of our Building Committee and various
supporting teams shows us that our vision of an expanded facility at St. Odilia can soon be a reality!
In Christ,
Fr. Phillip Rask

Jeanne Schaaf

Jean Nickman

Pastor

Parish Administrator

Finance Council Chair
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St. Odilia Endowment Fund
An Evening of Thanks and Recognition
On Saturday, September 24, Fr. Rask and the St. Odilia Endowment Fund Advisory committee hosted “An Evening of Thanks and Recognition” for benefactors of the St. Odilia Endowment Fund. The event honored the commitment and generosity of more than 400 benefactors who over the past 29 years have supported the fund. The evening began with the 5:00 p.m. Mass, followed by a reception and short program. Guests enjoyed a slideshow that highlighted the history of the St. Odilia Endowment Fund.
This year, 11 new benefactors were honored for contributions including cash, stock gifts, and future gifts that will come from
wills and beneficiary-designated financial instruments.
A special benefactor gift this year was made in memory of John Isaacson, a long-time parishioner of St. Odilia who passed
away in February of this year. John and his wife Carol have been dedicated supporters of the St. Odilia Endowment Fund
becoming benefactors in 2005. Over the years they have made contributions that have benefited multiple ministries and programs by designating their gifts to different Endowment Fund sub-funds such as Worship, Capital, and Undesignated.
We were extremely grateful when the Isaacson family requested that funeral memorial gifts be designated to the St. Odilia
Endowment Fund. It was with deep appreciation that we recognized the Isaacson family for their thoughtful and meaningful
gift to the St. Odilia Endowment Fund in memory of their husband and father, John.
We are grateful for the ongoing support and generosity of all our St. Odilia Endowment Fund benefactors whose contributions provide a permanent legacy to our parish.
- Ramona Michaels, Development Coordinator

Back Row (L-R): Mike Crane, Dan Isaacson, Stacey Isaacson
Front Row (L-R): Dan Hoffman, Jeanne Crane, Darcy Brodt, Fr. Rask, Carol Isaacson
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YOUR DECISION,
WITH

YOUR DEVOTION,
PLUS

PARISH
DISTRIBUTION,

DOUBLE DUTY!

Our parish is in the midst of a significant undertaking. It is to enhance our existing facilities to accommodate our needs today and
well into our future. Thus, the Capital Campaign is underway. Its message is succinct: “Our Faith, Our Family, Our Future!” Previously some of you made an important DECISION to contribute one or more gifts to the St. Odilia Endowment Fund. With personal
DEVOTION, you did so and the St. Odilia Endowment Fund has grown to almost $2,000,000!
You were told, or it was accurately explained to you, that your gift would never be spent. Only the income on your gift combined
with the gifts of others, in the form of an annual grant, would be used to support and enhance the ministries of the parish. That is
true! And, a formal process has been in place for many years to protect that principle of endowed giving. In 2016, the annual distribution awarded was just over $90,000, thanks to the generosity of all who have contributed to the St. Odilia Endowment Fund since
its inception.
The Parish Leadership Council, after prayerful discernment, concluded that the available St. Odilia Endowment Fund grant money
could be dedicated to the Capital Campaign for 2016 and the following two years---the duration of the Capital Campaign. The decision was made, and the DISTRIBUTION has been made.
Before any allocation was made an important question needed to be answered. Donors who contributed to the St. Odilia Endowment Fund were invited to direct their gift(s) to certain sub-funds. They were, and are:
Worship

Faith Formation

Faith Formation Scholarship

Pastoral Care

School

Connor Anderson School Scholarship

Social Justice

Capital

Undesignated

The question was, “How do our expansion plans support the individual ministries designated by the sub-funds listed above?” The
answer lies in the breadth, depth and clearly identified facility needs of the Capital Campaign. For example, grant money from the
School sub-fund will be applied to facilities designed for the school (i.e., classrooms, labs, etc.), while grant money from the Worship sub-fund will be applied to facilities designed for the worship experience (i.e., the Music Room). Gifts directed specifically to
the scholarship funds for faith formation and the school, were distributed separately to those ministry areas.
As for new bathrooms---probably grant money from the Undesignated sub-fund! This way, commitments to use grant money for a
designated purpose will be honored to the extent possible in the construction of and enhancements made to our facilities, which
support all our ministries at St. Odilia.
- Jim Lethert, St. Odilia Endowment Fund Advisory Committee Member

IRA CHARITABLE ROLLOVER NOW PERMANENT! LONG LIVE THE QCD!
Maybe you heard or read. The Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) has been made permanent by Congress.
What’s the QCD you ask? It is a distribution that allows IRA owners to direct part or all of their Required Minimum Distribution
(RMD) to a charity from their IRA account with certain meaningful and valuable benefits that apply if certain requirements are met.
What are the benefits?

The Donor’s charitable intentions can be addressed.

The amount will be eligible to help satisfy the Donor’s Required Minimum Distribution for the year.

The distribution will not be treated as a taxable withdrawal by the Donor.

By avoiding that tax treatment, more of the Donor’s Social Security benefits may escape taxation.

In addition, for the same reason the Donor’s itemized deductions may avoid reduction.
What are the requirements?
 The Donor (IRA owner) must be age 70½ or older when the gift is made.
 The Donor must request a direct transfer of funds to a qualified public charity. A withdrawal by the Donor followed by a contribution to the charity is not eligible.
 The gift cannot be used to fund a gift annuity or charitable remainder trust.
 The maximum amount that qualifies is up to $100,000 per Donor, per calendar year.
 The Donor cannot receive goods, services or a personal benefit in return.
 The Donor cannot take a charitable deduction for the contribution.
In past years Congress had to authorize the QCD annually which made it hard to take action for the current year. Now the IRA
Charitable Rollover (QCD) has become permanent!! If you are considering a Qualified Charitable Distribution to benefit the St.
Odilia Sunday offertory, Endowment Fund, Capital Campaign, or program of your choice, contact your tax advisor about the best
way to take advantage of this opportunity. Contact LeahNe Thiele, Finance Manager at 651-415-3341 if you have any questions.

- Jim Lethert and Tom Kramer
Note: Parish staff members cannot give legal or tax advice. Please contact your own professional advisor if you have questions
about the best way for you to take advantage of this opportunity.
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Photos courtesy of parishioner Peg Brossart/Pegasus Photos.
Page design by Kathy Laur, Fall Festival Publicity Chair.
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Thank you for a successful Fall Festival!! Preliminary results show an
expected net income of $54,000 for 2016 and is higher than 2015 primarily
due to higher raffle sales and some extra bingo earnings due to the extra
bingo day. Last year’s net income was $47,000.
Photos courtesy of parishioners Peg Brossart/Pegasus Photos and Mark Bina.
Page design by Kathy Laur, Fall Festival Publicity Chair.
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St. Odilia Musical Ministry Celebrates 25 Years of Musical Productions!
For the past 25 years parishioners and community members have come together to bring to life the mission of the Musical
Ministry: We share the good news of God's unending love and spread the message of Jesus Christ by sharing Biblical and
life changing stories through theater and song.
The 2017 25th Anniversary production will be The Wizard of Oz! This iconic story will come to life on the stage at St Odilia
February 23 through February 26, 2017. As in the past, the parish musical will touch hundreds of people who participate
as members of the cast, crew, dancers, singers, musicians, directors and audience!
Why The Wizard of Oz? The Wizard of Oz is not a biblical story but there are strong life changing themes in the story.
The importance of family, loyalty, helping and loving others are all important messages in this musical. Most of all, good
wins over evil! Then there is the journey the characters are on, reflective of our journey here on earth. Because of these
themes, The Wizard of Oz is one of the most beloved and endearing shows of all time.
We invite you to join in the celebration of 25 years of musicals at St. Odilia and hope you can attend the musical February
23 through February 26. See the fliers included with this Messenger, the parish website, and our weekly Sunday bulletins
for details.
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St. Odilia School and Preschool
St. Odilia School has a long tradition of academic excellence marked by a highly trained
staff, a spirit of innovation and state of the art technology. We also stress our students’
physical and spiritual growth through athletic activities, a fine arts curriculum, and extracurricular enrichment programs. We are committed to providing an excellent education in
a loving, faith-filled environment. Our students develop a sense of belonging through the
respect, encouragement and support of their teachers, weekly liturgies and special prayer
services, and their involvement in exciting and meaningful service projects. Our faith is
inter-woven in all aspects of our school day.

MEET THE PRINCIPAL & TOUR THE SCHOOL
You are invited to take a tour with current St. Odilia parents.
After the tour, there is an opportunity to meet Mr. Brian Ragatz, the principal, and learn about St. Odilia School.

2016-2017 Tour Dates
Wednesday, December 7

Tuesday, March 7

Thursday, January 5

Wednesday, April 5

Tuesday, January 24

Tuesday, April 25

Monday, February 6
All meetings are from 9:30 a.m. – 11:15 a.m.
Call the office to reserve a spot: 651-484-3364 or register at www.stodiliaschool.org

For Parent and Children: Kindergarten Open House Thursday, January 12, 2017, at 6:30 p.m.
For Parents: Middle School Information Night Thursday, February 2, 2017, at 7:00 p.m.

Tuition Assistance Grant Received From the Catholic Community Foundation
St. Odilia School has been blessed to receive a grant of $9,000 from the Catholic Community Foundation (CCF) of Minnesota to provide tuition support for families in need at St. Odilia School during
the 2016-2017 school year.
This funding is made possible by generous donors who established or contributed to funds at the
Catholic Community Foundation specifically designated for Catholic elementary school tuition aid
grants or to fund Catholic elementary education in general. We are grateful to these donors and to
CCF for their dedicated support of Catholic education. With this grant, we are able to help make our school an affordable
option for families in our community.
This grant is in addition to the annual grant for tuition assistance through the Connor Anderson Scholarship Fund of the St.
Odilia Endowment Fund which is distributed each year in January. These gifts, combined with other gifts designated specifically for tuition scholarships enable us to provide tuition assistance to 24% of our school families during the 2016-2017
school year with an average tuition assistance award of 66% of the cost of tuition.
Anyone can contribute directly to the Catholic Community Foundation to support the spiritual, educational and social needs
of our Catholic community at large. Visit www.ccf-mn.org to find out more. You may also provide a gift directly to the St.
Odilia Endowment Fund – Connor Anderson Scholarship Sub Fund, if you would like to support Catholic education specifically at St. Odilia School.
Contact Ramona Michaels at endowmentfund@stodilia.org or 651-415-3350.
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St. Odilia School and Preschool
Service Projects
St. Odilia students and staff are committed to living out the Gospel through service to others. Many school service projects
include the entire school community while others are planned and carried out at specific grade levels. Here is an update of
some recent and upcoming service projects.
“Hearts for Haley” is a school-wide service project to benefit Haley Crain, daughter of teacher Beth Crain, who is battling
leukemia. The entire school community is participating in a variety of activities to help support the Crain family. School Council members (pictured below) are selling “Hearts for Haily” wristbands.

In September, students continued the on-going service project, Food for Animals. Students dispose
of food scraps in a designated trash barrel. These barrels are then transported to local farms to help
aid in the feeding of farm animals.
In October, the entire student body participated in the annual Warm Winter Clothing Drive. Three
packed carloads of warm clothes were delivered to Joseph's Coat in St. Paul.
Students also participated in a service project for Home at Last Animal Sanctuary. Home at Last provides a loving, healthy forever home for dogs with no other alternatives. Our final tally on items collected is 150 towels, blankets and rugs, 75 bottles of cleaning supplies, 13 bottles of laundry detergent, 30 dog bowls of various sizes, over 60 dog toys, 82 rolls of paper towels, a couple of dog beds,
5 bags of dog treats and enough money to purchase 36 bags of high quality dog food (1080 lbs.)
Thank you to everyone who donated, participated and encouraged others to help us reach this goal!
In November, each classroom will put together a Thanksgiving basket for a needy family. In addition, each student will donate a dollar to buy turkeys for the families. What's Thanksgiving without a turkey!

Thanks for another Great Marathon!
Thank you students, parents, teachers, staff and supporters for helping to make the 2016 Marathon a
success! Your efforts in fundraising are greatly appreciated and the benefits to our school are invaluable. Nearly $50,000 was raised for our school and we had both higher participation on
Marathon Day and a greater number of donations than last year!
We are grateful for the support of our school. Marathon Day was a wonderful opportunity to connect
with the greater Catholic community, show school spirit and spend time with friends and school mates on a beautiful October day. Many thanks to all the families and teachers who volunteered their
time, and to the teachers, staff and students who participated on Marathon Day and during the KickOff Party. An EXTRA BIG THANK YOU to the marathon committee, Sarah Hernandez, Cara Holtz,
Katie Miller, Sara Quinn for their countless hours in organizing this event. Marathon is sponsored
every year by the Knights of Columbus who do an outstanding job coordinating the efforts of the day and supplying food for
all participants and their families. Thank you Knights!
We are grateful to all the families who donated to this year's Marathon. The money we receive goes to many different areas
to support our school, its teachers, and of course, the students. Your efforts in fundraising are appreciated and truly make a
difference in our school!
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Preschoolers, Preschoolers Everywhere!
This year, the St. Odilia preschool has reached an all-time high enrollment of
136 students. Each day the five preschool classrooms are filled with the
sounds of hands-on learning. Block building, story reading, dancing, singing
and creating are a part of daily life for the St. Odilia preschoolers. Teachers
carefully plan activities that insure that the children have the skills they need
for preschool but, more importantly, provide a foundation for a lifetime of learning. The success of the preschool is evident through the feedback that we
receive from parents and kindergarten teachers.
The St. Odilia Preschool serves children ages three through five in half day
and full day programs.


Interested families are strongly encouraged to attend the Preschool Open
House on January 19 at 6:30pm.



Registration begins on January 9.



Parishioners receive priority registration until January 31. For more information, please contact Kay Hannon at Hannon@stodilia.org.

Catholic Grandparent Conference
What is the question priests get asked most frequently from
grandparents? Five St. Odilia parishioner/grandmothers attended the archdiocesan Grandparent Conference together
in late August and heard that question answered, plus other
valuable insights for grandparents. Jeff Cavins, Bishop Andrew Cozzens and his mother, Judy Cozzens, and Katherine
Kersten were keynote speakers. They gave examples and
told stories of the simple gestures and witness that leave
lasting impressions on children.

nent death.” This question
reflects reality for many families that were once traditionally Catholic. Katherine Kersten says, “Grandparents
add the vital quality of shared
memory (i.e., this is where we came from and this is who we
are)….a family that has a memory, has a future.”
“We all have some regrets about the way we raised our children,” said Judy Cozzens, mother of Bishop Cozzens. She
made the point to just keep on praying, and let your grandchildren see you pray. Have conversations with them, ask
questions, and listen to their answers carefully.

Jeff Cavins said to think of being grandparents as our ministry. “This is the opportunity that the Lord is giving you at this
very moment to impart the wisdom and resources you’ve
Bishop Andrew Cozzens spoke of Pope Francis and his great
been given onto the next generation.” He pointed out that
osmosis doesn’t work for faith – children need to be taught by love for grandparents. He repeated Francis’ words from a
current General Audience, “How beautiful... is the encouragecaring parents and grandparents.
ment an elderly person manages to pass on to a young perAttendees had different “take-away” insights when asked
son who is seeking the meaning of faith and of life! It is truly
what they recalled from the day:
the mission of grandparents, the vocation of the elderly.” The
 “I liked the idea of encouraging my grandchild to write down in a Pope also said that he still carries with him a note from his
journal one thing they did to make someone happy that day,
grandmother that she gave him at his ordination and reads it
because faith is the search of happiness.”
often.
 “Forgiveness is always possible, but not always easy.” “Teach
The archdiocese has a web page for grandparents filled with
them the sign of the cross, read to them.”
upcoming events and ideas:
 “Grandparents Day awoke me to the fact of how important my
www.catholicgrandparenting.org.
role is in helping my grandchildren receive their faith inheritance.”
Parish education is a goal of the Stewardship Council. If you
The most frequently asked question of grandparents is: “Is it
have ideas or stories to share for an upcoming Messenger
okay if I baptize my grandchild?” Father Joseph Bambenek
article, please contact us.
(of St. Pius X) answers, “No, unless there is danger of immi- Kathy Langer, Stewardship Council member
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Pastoral Care and Social Justice
Celebrating 26 Years of Continuous Ministry to Sharing Korner Food Shelf!
by Rich Houston and Jim Saumweber
286,000 People Served
27,300 Volunteer Hours
975,000 Pounds of Food Donated
As many of you already know, Sharing Korner, a Food Shelf located in the area known as Frogtown in St. Paul, has closed its
doors. Sharing Korner had been supported by this generous community of St. Odilia’s for 26 years, helping feed the people and
families living in one of the poorest areas of St. Paul. There were many factors that brought about its closing, but the people in
need who live in that area are being supported in other ways and by different food suppliers.
We had a gathering a month or so ago inviting anyone who had supported Sharing Korners to attend. Over one hundred volunteers
who had helped in any way were personally invited and over 40 folks were able to attend. Mary Brent, former manager of Sharing
Korner, spoke to us and thanked everyone for “a job well done”. As a Christian Community we were told that we have made a
huge difference in the lives of many. Mary told us that, “Maybe it is something in the water at St. Odilia, but this community has
been the backbone of Sharing Korner”. Rich Houston, past chairperson of Sharing Korner, also spoke and shared some information which all parishioners need to know.
In 26 continuous years of ministry to Sharing Korner we have:
 Served 286,000 people.

 Volunteered 27,000 hours.
 Donated 975,000 pounds of food.
Those are terribly big numbers! And a tribute to all of you.
As we continue to support our own Ralph Reeder Food Shelf, which supports folks in our neck of the woods who also need assistance, we also wanted to continue to reach out to a struggling, poor, inner city neighborhood. It seems that God has led us, along
with Mary Brent’s guidance, to the Food Shelf of the Franciscan Brothers of Peace which is about a mile west of where Sharing
Korner was located.
As our church’s mission
statement says, “We are a
Catholic Community of faith
that welcomes every person
to grow in holiness and draw
closer to Jesus Christ through
…. works of charity and justice. Every day and at every
stage of life”.
Our commitment to the poor,
whether in our back yard or in
the inner cities, is a testament
to who we are as servants of
Christ.
We invite you to help in any
way that you can to continue
our mission of serving those most in need. If helping at the Franciscan Brothers of Peace is your calling, let Deacon Jim help you
explore the opportunities, call 651-415-3354. If our local Food Shelf- Ralph Reeder is where you would like to serve, contact Lisa
Baker at lisa.baker@moundsviewschools.org.
Blessings from the Social Justice and the Pastoral Care Councils!
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Welcome to another year of Advent and the Sharing Tree!
Advent is a holy time to remember the First Coming of Jesus and prepare
for the promise of Christ’s second coming.
If you are unfamiliar with the Sharing Tree, here is a brief explanation of how it works. Actually it
is very simple. Our Sharing Tree will be in the Courtyard beginning around Thanksgiving, decorated with handmade ornaments made by the school children. On all the ornaments are requests typically for gift cards for food or gas or some department stores.

Sharing Tree
2016

If you would like to participate, take a look at the tree, choose an ornament, and purchase a gift
card:


You may bring your gift to our parish office or put it in the Sunday collection on or before
December 11- clearly marked “Sharing Tree”.



Please make sure all gift card(s) are labeled with their value on the card.

These gifts will then be distributed to other parishioners, community members or people who
contact us needing some help. Please know that in working with people, we always try to make
sure that they are using the community resources for which they are eligible. We try to be a bit
of a safety net for folks who may be falling through the cracks.
This Season of Advent is a perfect time to be focusing on this type of charity to others. Advent is a time of hope. Human
beings cannot live without hope, without something to look forward to, without something for which to live. And sometimes
all of us fall on some hard times. It is not always financial problems we encounter, but often it is. We try to help folks, of
whom we become aware, who are facing some tough times. We try to offer the supports they need, some of the basic human needs like food, clothing and shelter. After that we try to provide for any other needs they may have, emotional, physical or spiritual, either by referrals or direct ways in which we can help. Your generous giving to the Sharing Tree often provides us with an opportunity to meet some of the basic needs of people and then this can become a stepping stone for
them to address other hardships they may have. We are not perfect and sometimes we just can’t help every time or with
every need but with your help, we try our best.
Advent is a holy time to remember the First Coming of Jesus and prepare for the promise of Christ’s second coming. A line
you may have heard, “Jesus is the reason for the season,” defines why we help each other and why we are asking for your
help.
Whenever we are able to help someone, we always hear a thank you, sometimes with tears. And we tell them that the gift
they are receiving is not from the person handing them the gift, but from the Catholic Community of St. Odilia, from you.
Last year you were so generous that your gifts to the Sharing Tree have lasted to this November! For this we are so grateful and so proud. And now again, in this current, hopeful, Advent season, we again are asking you to remember others who
need some support and assistance. If you can, and find it in your heart to offer any gift to the Sharing Tree, we are truly
grateful.
If you or someone you know could use some help, and you think we might be able to help, please contact Deacon Jim. The
Pastoral and Social Justice Councils want to thank you for your past and continued support.
Blessings on your Advent and Christmas season.
- The Pastoral Care and Social Justice Councils

Saint Therese

YOUTH VOLUNTEER SCHOLARSHIP
Recognizing Youth Volunteers Serving Older Adults
Two $2000 educational scholarships will be awarded. To qualify, individuals must:


Be 15-18 years old.



Have volunteered 20 or more hours with older adults (relatives and nonrelatives).



Complete application materials including a 2-3 page essay.

Application now available at www.sttheresemn.org/youth-scholarship. Deadline is January 13, 2017 at 5:00 p.m.
Questions? Contact us: 952-283-2210 or volunteers@sttheresemn.org
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CULTURAL DIVERSITY IN MINNESOTA

the fastest growing racial group was Asian.
On September 2, 2016 the Star Tribune reported that
Minnesota has taken 25 Syrian refugees, mostly in
Rochester and Minneapolis.

BY SHEBA FERNANDEZ

“The inclusion or exclusion of the wounded person by the wayside defines all economic, political,
social and religious projects. All of us, each day
are presented with the option of being Good Samaritans or indifferent passersby,” states Pope
Francis on social justice.

According to the Minnesota Department of Health,
Minnesota hosts people from Congo, Sudan, Columbia, Eritrea, Cuba, Nepal, Iraq, Afghanistan, Kenya,
Sierra Leone, Togo and Zimbabwe.

Pope Francis has a solid reputation for being an advocate for
social justice and a spokesperson for the refugee and the
immigrant. During his U.S. trip in 2015, the Holy Father and
President Obama discussed “their shared values, and commitments on a wide range of issues” including “welcoming
and integrating immigrants and refugees into our communities”.

“Refugee status is granted by the INS to persons unwilling or
unable to return to country of nationality because of persecution based on race, religion, nationality, membership in a particular social group or political opinion.”
“An Asylee is a person who is physically present in the US or
at a border or port of entry and has been granted political asylum by the US attorney general…”

Today’s multicultural society highlights the importance of in“A permanent resident is a person who is granted the right to
corporating the principles of social justice into a culturally direside permanently in the US as an immigrant by the INS.”
verse society. In this context the following information offers a
glimpse into the various shades of people who live in MinnePopulation Estimates
(dated to July 1) Minnesota
sota.
Minnesota’s original inhabitants belonged to the diverse Native American tribes as long ago as 6000 BC. The arrival of
the French and French Canadian traders to establish fur
posts by 1650 marked the beginning of immigration. Settlers
from New England, and immigrants from Norway, Sweden
and Germany arrived in Minnesota by 1850. By 1900 immigrants from Sweden, Norway and Germany accounted for the
majority of residents born outside of Minnesota.
From the 17th to 19th centuries, hundreds of thousands of African slaves came to America against their will. Some of these
individuals settled in Minnesota.
The end of the Vietnam War paved the way for a new wave of
refugees from Southeast Asia. Since then Minnesota has become home to refugees from Laos, Vietnam, Somalia, Ethiopia, Cambodia, Liberia, Burma, Former Soviet Republics and
Bhutan. According to the Minnesota Council of Churches,
since 1970 Minnesota has resettled more than 90,000 refugees.
Since 2006 Minnesota has become home to a small group of
Bhutanese refugees. Today it is estimated that there are
nearly 2,000 refugees from Bhutan who have settled in Minnesota. Many ethnic groups help incoming refugees.
The ”Bhutanese Community Organization of Minnesota” is
one example; they provide help to Bhutanese families upon
arrival.

Population by Race/Ethnicity

2015

Percentage

Total Population of MN

5,489,594

100%

White Non-Hispanic

4,446,535

81.0%

Black/African American

317,130

5.8%

American Indian/Alaska Native

58,603

1.1%

Asian

264,609

4.8%

Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander

2,433

0.04%

Two or More Races

116,070

2.1%

Hispanic
(of any race or races)

284,214

5.2%

Sources: “Immigration in Minnesota”, Wellstone International High
School; US Census Bureau; “Pope Francis and Migrants: Honoring
Human Dignity, Building Solidarity and Creating a Culture of Encounter”, Center for Migration Studies of New York; AP
Worldstream, 17 April 2005 from “Pope Francis in His Own Words”
edited by Julie Schwietert Collazo and Lisa Rogak ;” Bhutanese in
Minnesota”, Bhutanese community organization of Minnesota;
“Refugee-Immigration Status Requirements” Revised March 15,
2012; Minnesota Department of Health and Star Tribune 09/2/16.

Sheba is a parishioner and member of the Social Justice
Committee at St. Odilia. She moved to Shoreview in
March, 1999, and soon after, joined St. Odilia. Sheba previously lived in Coon Rapids and belonged to Epiphany. She
has been a Catholic all of her life.

Sheba also authored the article on the following page based
According to State demographic data by 2014, one in 14 were on her personal experiences as an immigrant to the United
States. That article is the first in a planned series from the
foreign-born residents and included “naturalized citizens,
Social Justice Council that will relate personal stories of immilegal permanent residents, refugees, asylees, foreign stugrants from our community.
dents and undocumented residents”. Between 2010 and 2015
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AN IMMIGRANT

I grew up in a Catholic family. Church records indicate that
generations of my ancestors were Catholics.

BY SHEBA FERNANDEZ

My childhood memories are marked by the morning prayers
to Allah from the mosque followed by church bells from the
nearby monastery. Somewhere between the mosque and the
Carmelite monastery stood a small Hindu temple dedicated
to Lord Shiva.

The House of Providence shelter was located across the
street from my home.

I was born and grew up in the southern state of Kerala in
India noted for its tropical landscape, religious pluralism and
high literacy rate.
Indian history is noteworthy for its centuries-old civilizations,
multiple religions, languages and cultural practices. Hinduism, Buddhism and Jainism are three religions that are centuries old and continue to have a strong following in India.
Christianity was introduced in 52 AD by St. Thomas the
Apostle who arrived in Kerala. History indicates that he was
martyred in India in 72 AD. Roman Catholicism was introduced by Portuguese missionaries in the late 15th century
when Vasco da Gama brought Portuguese traders to the
coast of Kerala. Today approximately 2.3% of the country’s
population are Christians.

I have been a resident of Minnesota for many years. During
my life in India, my impression of America came from newspapers, magazines and the images on the movie screen.
When I arrived on a cool day in spring, the differences in
temperature, in landscape and in architecture were startling.
Within the next few weeks and months I was faced with a
different set of cultural expectations and practices. The people whom I encountered were intrigued by my accented English and my traditional sari. Their curiosity resulted in multiple
questions: What is your real Indian name? Are you a Christian? How did you learn to speak English?
My intent is not to answer these specific questions but to
highlight the human experience of an immigrant and the experience of members of the host country. Most immigrants
are eager to talk about where they came from, why they
came, and perhaps a narrative of their ancestors or the history of the country!
However all immigrants, regardless of ethnicity or religion or
race, deal with the challenges of adapting to the customs,
practices and behavior of mainstream society. Without a conscious effort to understand and to accept these apparent aspects of the host country the immigrant stands baffled and
isolated.
There are many theories on acculturation and countless expectations by the immigrant as well as members of mainstream society. Most immigrants assimilate and adapt to the
customs and practices of the host society. However the internal process of acculturation takes time and a shift in attitude
and sometimes in principles and values embedded in the
ethnic culture. There are significant differences between
Western civilization and Asian civilizations. From a personal
perspective, many individuals regardless of race or religion
or gender accept the norms and expectations of the host society. However, they still hold onto their religious beliefs and
cultural values.
The above sentiments and theories are related not only to
immigrants. Those individuals and families who leave their
native land due to poverty or war or persecution face a multitude of different challenges in the new country. Their process
requires determination, patience and sacrifice. Over many
years or sometimes a lifetime they may change the refugee
status to a legal resident, acquire language skills, seek educational/vocational skills, obtain a job and own a home.

This grotto at the House of Providence was dedicated to
Our Lady.

My experience of having lived in two different continents has
enriched my life in many ways and expanded my worldview.
For this I am grateful.

21

Faith Formation
Join the Baptism Team!
Baptism is such a beautiful Sacrament. This Sacrament of Initiation brings families together as we welcome these little ones to our Catholic faith. It is also an
opportunity to welcome families to St. Odilia at an important moment in their
lives. Consider becoming part of our welcoming Baptism Team! We are looking
for several volunteers to assist with the Baptism Program at St. Odilia. Volunteers are needed in three areas:
1. Teaching the Baptism Class: This class is taught on the second Tuesday
of each month and takes less than two hours of time. The training and materials are provided and are quite simple to
teach. DVD explains a large part about the Sacrament from a priest’s perspective. Volunteers are needed to teach only
3-4 times per year. This is perfect for a person who wants to connect with families and share their faith.
2. Baptism Assistant: This position involves welcoming families to the 3:00 p.m. Sunday afternoon service, setting up our
baptismal font and assisting the deacon or priest during the baptism service and then cleaning up following the service.
The time commitment is about 1.5 hours and this would be only three to four times per year. It is an easy way to be involved in our parish life.
3. Assisting with Baptism at Mass: This involves setting up the baptismal font in the sanctuary before Mass on occasional Sundays. Baptism at Mass is usually only once per month. The volunteer in this position assists the Mass Coordinators considerably in the preparations for our Masses. It involves greeting the family, rolling out our beautiful font and
making sure all the items needed are available. It takes about 15 minutes before and 15 minutes after Mass. It is a rewarding experience for a school age family to do together. What a great way to model being the hands and feet of Christ
to your children.
Please prayerfully consider joining this team of volunteers who make the Sacrament of Baptism a special time in the lives of
our youngest parishioners and their families. Training and support are given for all positions. For more information contact
Janet Etten, Baptism Coordinator at 651-415-3330 or email her at etten@stodilia.org.

Winter Adult Opportunities: Mark Your Calendars!
Spirituality and Business Leadership

Three Evenings of
Prayer, Inspiration, Music & Community

Featuring: Diane Nettifee of MagisVentures
Thursdays, Jan. 31, Feb. 7, Feb. 14, 7-9 p.m., Courtyard

Monday-Tuesday-Wednesday, March 13-15

For more info about Ms. Nettifee and MagisVentures, see their website,
www.magisventures.com.

in the Church and Courtyard.

Co-sponsored by the Stewardship Council
and the Faith Formation Council

Featuring:
Fr. Michael Joncas, renowned teacher, preacher, scholar and composer, and St. Odilia’s
beloved “Mission Band”.

Also….
Lenten Small Groups, Bible Study Groups, What Catholics Believe series, and the next steps in our MuslimChristian initiative…. Watch the St. Odilia bulletin and website, or contact Lucy Arimond, Director of Adult Formation and Evangelization, arimond@stodilia.org, 651-415-3331.
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Faith Formation
Invitation - Men's Prayer Breakfast
We would like to welcome men to our parishioner-led prayer breakfast, which has been
meeting for many years. We meet every Wednesday from 6:00 a.m. to 7:00 a.m. at the
Lunds & Byerlys restaurant, 1601 West County Road C, Roseville, MN 55113.
We start by reading the scriptures for Sunday, enjoy breakfast, share our thoughts on the
meaning of the scripture readings, and end with short prayers. The "leading" rotates each
week. Questions? Call Leo Boucher 651-484-2386

Invitation – Monday Night Parishioner-led Prayer Hour
“Come away with me to a quiet place and find some rest.” – Mark 6:31
2016-2017 Dates: Nov. 7, Dec. 5, Jan. 2, Feb. 6, Mar. 6, Apr. 3, May 1, Jun. 5, Jul. 10, Aug. 7, Sept. 11, Oct. 2

Join us for a special parishioner-led time of prayer every first Monday of the month in
Room 1301 from 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.. We begin with songs of contemporary praise
and worship, then discuss a topic to help us grow in our spiritual walk with the Lord.
Then we pray for each other, the church, and the stuff of life. Everyone is welcome to
join in this special hour of encouragement and blessing.
Questions ? Call Leo Boucher 651-484-2386.

Love to Read? Enjoy Conversations about Books?

Spirituality Book Club
Date: Third Thursdays
Time: 10:00-11:30 a.m.
Place: The Grateful Table, 2804 Fairview Ave., Roseville
No registration needed – just show up!
Our longtime “Spirituality Book Club” has switched to daytime meetings, on the third Thursday of every month, at
a cozy, family-run restaurant just a couple of miles from here, in Roseville, and is inviting more parishioners to
join them. At their September meeting, they chose their book list for the current program year; here are the titles
for the remaining meetings:
December 2016

My Sisters the Saints – Colleen Carroll Campbell

January 2017

Rest Stops for the Soul – Joe Nassal, CPPS

February 2017

A Canticle for Leibowitz – Walter Miller, Jr.

March 2017

Heart Whispers – Elizabeth Canham

April 2017

Go in Peace – St. John Paul II

May 2017

Mary Jo Richardson’s forthcoming book, working title is:
Mystery in Paradise: The Calusa Connection

For further information, contact Mary Jo Rourke, 651-483-1228, maryjoanrourke@q.com.
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Faith Formation
The Special Religious Education 2016 Christmas Celebration is Coming Soon!
Our Sp.R.ED. program will have its annual Christmas party on December 13, 2016. We will serve about 125
guests this year. Can you help us by donating gifts? Suggestions include socks, soaps, easy games, easy puzzles, stuffed animals, or most anything that is fun or interesting. Gifts in the $5-$10 range are welcome as are
cash contributions. Thanks in advance for donating to this ministry.
Gifts need to be delivered to the parish office by Thursday, December 8!
For more information please contact Jon Heyer, heyer@stodilia.org or 651-415-3351

St. Odilia has one of the finest programs for developmentally disabled adults of any parish in the Archdiocese.
Sp.R.Ed., our Special Religious Education program meets on the second and fourth Tuesday of each month from
September through April for a joy-filled evening of music, prayer, social time, and learning about God’s love. If
you feel called to volunteer in this rewarding ministry, contact Sp.R.Ed. coordinator Jon Heyer at
heyer@stodilia.org or 651-415-3351.

Youth Ministry Updates
CATECHISTS/SMALL GROUP LEADERS:
We are still looking for catechists/small group leaders to assist with our Confirmation sessions. We need volunteers to assist
with the Chosen evening sessions on Wednesdays (twice monthly) and Sundays (once monthly). The small group sessions
typically last about 40 minutes. Primary duties would consist of facilitating group discussions and reviewing study questions. All lesson plans and necessary materials will be provided well in advance by the Confirmation Coordinator before
each class. Each catechist is responsible for one small group of about 9-10 students. If you know of someone with whom
you’d like to work, we can accommodate teams of two catechists who would share leadership of a small group.
If you cannot commit to serving as a “full-time” catechist, you may consider serving on an “on call” basis. If a catechist cannot attend a class, you might then be called upon to substitute for that evening only. You would receive advance notice regarding the upcoming class.
It is a truly valuable ministry and I ask that you prayerfully consider participating. If you feel so called, please contact Nathan
Stewart at 651-415-3343 or at stewart@stodilia.org.
SERVE TEAM:
The Serve Team is another new team for adults of St. Odilia, this
one focusing on justice and service. In particular, this group will
work with the Confirmation program and Confirmation Coordinator
to provide excellent opportunities for our Confirmation students to
serve in the parish and community. The Serve Team will facilitate,
coordinate, and supervise service projects and events for the Confirmandi. If you have interest in furthering the servant attitude of
our youth, please contact Nathan Stewart at 651-415-3343 or at
stewart@stodilia.org.
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Worship and Community Life
Worship Events for Advent
November 27 - First Sunday of Advent
December 7 - Feast of the Immaculate Conception of Mary Vigil Mass
5:30 p.m. Mass
December 8 - Feast of the Immaculate Conception of Mary Mass Schedule
7:30 a.m. Mass
9:35 a.m. School Mass
5:30 p.m. Mass
7:00 p.m. Mass in Spanish
December 14 - Advent Lessons and Carols at 6:45 p.m.
See the back cover of this Messenger for the complete schedule of Christmas Masses.

Christmas Instruments

Christmas Choir
Every year we invite members of St. Odilia to join our Parish Choir to sing for Midnight Mass and the first Sunday of the
Christmas season. Midnight Mass begins at 11:00 p.m. with carols at 10:00
p.m. It is a great opportunity for those
who cannot sing with the choir year
around to be part of the wonderful music
of Christmas. We will have practices on
Thursdays, December 1, 8, 15, and 22,
8:00 - 9:15 p.m. in church. We will sing for
Christmas Midnight Mass, and you are
welcome to also join us for Sunday, January 8, (we’ll sing a lot of the same music).
Everyone, high school age and up is welcome. For more information, contact Dave
Barkhymer, 651-415-3346 or
barkhymer@stodilia.org

If you are a musician who plays woodwinds, strings or brass we invite
you to play for Christmas at St. Odilia. We assemble a group to play
for the 11:00 p.m. Midnight Mass. Midnight Mass begins at 11:00
p.m. with carols at 10:00 p.m. A number of St. Odilia musicians join
us each year. We are always open to new players. There will be one
rehearsal for each of the groups before the Mass. If you are interested,
please call Dave Barkhymer or 651-415-3346, or email
barkhymer@stodilia.org.
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Trunk or Treat 2016
On the evening of October 28, the parking lot of St. Odilia was alive with
people, laughter, music, costumes and treats. In its fourth year the Trunk
or Treat event brought 25 decorated vehicles and over 300 costumed
children (with their parents) together for an evening of fun. Lake Johanna
Fire Department joined in the fun and was a popular stop for the children.
A big thank you to all of the people who came, decorated a trunk and
handed out candy! Special thanks to our Knights of Columbus for helping us park cars, check in candy-givers and clean up.
Mark your calendar for October 27, 2017 and join in the fun at next year's
Trunk or Treat event.
This Worship and Community Life Council event is fun for the entire St.
Odilia community.
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Still Gathering.
For over thirty years parishioners have celebrated Word/Communion every Saturday morning at 8:00 am, in the Chapel. This half-hour service is led each week by
one of St. Odilia's commissioned Lay Presiders. The Lectionary readings for the
day are heard, followed by a brief "breaking open" of the Word and then we receive Communion. All are welcome; please come and join us. It is a glorious way
to begin your weekend.
Tim Dwyer, Lay Presider

St. Odilia Men’s Club Events in 2017
Please mark your calendars!
Pancake Breakfast

January 8, 2017

Valentines Dinner*

February 13, 2017

Fish Fry Dinners

March 10 & 24, 2017

“Ham it Up” Bingo

April 7, 2017

For futher information on Valentines Dinner tickets, please ask a Men’s Club member. Proceeds from these events help the
St. Odilia Athletic Department with uniforms, equipment, soccer field, gym floor, and more…
Contact Dan Duffy at Daniel.Duffy@Voya.com or Russ Bertsch at russ4419@comcast.net if you would like information on
joining the Men's Club or regarding any of our events.

The Latest from St. Odilia CCW
Looking to join a group of active Catholic women in your own parish?
St. Odilia Council of Catholic Women is the group to join. The women
have been having a busy year so far helping with desserts at the Fall
Festival, hosting a potluck dinner in October, organizing a very successful jewelry sale in October, hosting a speaker on organization in
November and planning the December Bake Sale and Boutique on
December 3.
What’s next? Join the St. Odilia CCW for a Baby Shower for Birthright on Thursday, January 26 from 9:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. in the
Courtyard. Donations of infant clothes, diapers and toys (up to 12
months) are brought by attendees and a party is held. Mark your calendar today.

2016 Fall Festival Desserts Volunteers:

Marge Roeller, Judy Dawes, Vicky Cherne
Looking forward to April, St. Odilia will be the host of the Archdiocesan
CCW meeting on April 21 and 22. This event will have an attendance
of over 200 local women. There will be Mass, terrific speakers and meals. Watch the bulletin or go online at
http://accwarchspm.org/ for more information. We hope to see you there!
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We remember and pray for those who have gone before us.

LEN WARKEL, FEBRUARY 11, 1935 - JULY 25, 2016
Len was born in St. Paul, MN. He attended St. Michael’s grade school and graduated
from Cretin High School in 1952. Len joined the Air Force after high school. He married
Valerie Northam in 1958 and they raised ten children.
Len was a devoted husband and father, who worked very hard and long hours as a truck
driver at Sterling Cartage to support his family. He never complained about the many
hours of overtime necessary to make that happen. Len insisted on attending Sunday
Mass up until the three weeks before his death. He prayed the rosary daily with his wife,
Val. He is now with his Savior and is reunited with his son, Jerry, who died a couple of
years ago. He will be missed by many and especially by those he loved to tease...which
happened to be anyone he really liked!

BEVERLY ANN ROEDER, DECEMBER 20, 1938 - SEPTEMBER 22, 2016
Beverly was born to Marcella and Earl Finnegan in St. Paul. She had three brothers,
Bob, Dick, and Terry. After graduating from Central High School, Bev went to work
for the State of Minnesota.
She met her husband, Don, at the Melody Ballroom in Forest Lake, Minnesota and
they dated until September,1961, when they were married at St. Luke’s Catholic
Church in St. Paul.
Bev was preceded in death by her infant daughter, Mary Ann, and leaves a loving
husband of 56 years, a daughter, three sons, and five grandchildren.
Before being afflicted with Alzheimer’s disease, Bev fought three battles with cancer
and courageously won all of them.
In addition to her work at the state, Bev worked for an electrical design company, General Dynamics Corporation
and 3M, the company from which she retired in 1996. Bev also found time to volunteer for the food service at St.
Odilia and involve herself in her children’s and grandchildren’s activities.
You will be loved forever, Don, family and friends

PAUL RUNDQUIST, SEPTEMBER 4, 1968 - SEPTEMBER 11, 2016
He was a quiet, gentle man of 48 years who had many health problems beginning
at age nine, who never, ever complained or asked, “Why me?”. He just took what
life handed him and dealt with it the best way he could!
Paul enjoyed being with family and friends, always wanting to be helpful to anyone
he could. He had a special connection with his nieces and nephews. Lots of
young people loved and called him Uncle Paul. All in all, he was a man I was
proud to call my son.
Mary Kinn
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GERALD FENLON, FEBRUARY 25, 1924 - AUGUST 17, 2016
Gerald Fenlon, age 92, passed away August 17, 2016, at Carondelet Village. Jerry was born February 25, 1924, in St. Paul to Irish immigrants Catherine and Gerald Fenlon. He was raised in St.
Paul with his brother and three sisters. He attended grade school at St. Matthew's on the West
Side. He was a proud graduate of Cretin High School and he thoroughly enjoyed meeting with his
former classmates at monthly reunion lunches and the annual alumni banquet. After high school,
he proudly served as a gunner on a B-26 and flew 30 missions in Europe. He recently enjoyed the
opportunity to join other veterans on an Honor Flight to visit the WWII memorial in Washington
D.C.
He attended the University of St. Thomas on the G.I. bill. He worked his entire career as a CPA
with Taylor and McCaskill (later Ernst and Young), ending as a partner and president. Over the
years, he developed great friendships with many of coworkers and clients.
He married Rita Mchale on October 16, 1958, at the Church of the Nativity in St. Paul. They raised their two daughters, Molly and Judy, in St. Paul. He quietly and humbly put his family and faith first in all he did. He was very proud of his Irish heritage and was thrilled to travel to his parents’ birthplace in Ireland with Rita in 1985. He was an avid golfer who shared 60
years of golf at North Oaks County Club with Rita and many lifelong friends. He and Rita enjoyed a long retirement spending winters together in Green Valley, Arizona.
Jerry was preceded in death by Rita, after a loving marriage of 52 years. He was also preceded in death by his parents and
sister Catherine ( Kitty ). His dear brother, Bob, died just recently. He is survived by his devoted daughters, Molly (Drew)
Privette and Judy (Jeff) Harvey; grandchildren, Anna, Chandler and Chris; sisters, Mary Bednorz, Eileen Cullen, nieces,
nephews and friends.
Dad was a very devout Catholic who quietly and humbly lived a life of great faith and devotion. He and Rita were parishioners at Holy Spirit and St. Peter’s in Mendota before joining the St. Odilia community in 2000. He was a faithful participant at
daily Mass. Jerry touched many lives and was loved by all. He is deeply missed.

F. DONALD KAPPS, M.D., FEBRUARY 18, 1938 - JULY 6, 2016
Don was born and raised in Nebraska, enjoyed school, friends, music, writing for the high school
newspaper, trumpet in the school band, track team, basketball team and member of his state
high school football championship team. He attended the University of Nebraska on a football
scholarship, then transferred to Creighton University when a knee injury ended his football career. At Creighton, he earned bachelor and medical degrees followed by internship and residency training in Detroit, MI. While at Creighton, he met and married wife Nancy after she completed
her pharmacy degree and internship.
Following his service as Chief of Pathology at Offutt Air Force Base during the Vietnam war, Don
immersed himself in the challenges of his career in the practice of pathology at Ramsey Hospital. Subsequently, he joined
Hospital Pathology Associates (HPA) where his practice included Mercy, Unity, United, and Abbott Northwestern hospitals.
He served as president of the MN Society of Pathology and president of his HPA group. He retired in 2008.
During his lifetime, Don engaged in many interests and pastimes. Musically, he enjoyed the trumpet and many hours at the
piano. He studied and enjoyed attending the great operas and became a patron of the symphonic arts. He was a voracious
reader and was never without a book or his Kindle reader. His favorite sports were sailing, hunting, golf, skiing, and Sports
Clays competition.
At his very core, he was a people person. He was the heart, soul and spark of energy for his circle of family, friends, and
colleagues. He genuinely cared for the individuals in his life from the techs in his lab, to his medical colleagues and partners, to his children, Christine and Michael, his siblings, parents, and his dearly beloved Nancy. Laughter and good times
were always assured when he was around. In his later years, Don took on one of his most cherished roles as grandfather,
“Papa” to his five grandchildren. Those who were blessed to call Don, husband, father, brother, uncle, and friend will never
forget or replace him...the memories of his love and affection will endure. God bless this wonderful man.
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Welcome New Parishioners!
AUGUST 2016 — NOVEMBER 2016
August 2016
Thomas and Joanne Corkle
Nathan Heidt and Nalie Lee-Heidt
Adelyn
Armin
Luke and Rachel Heinzen
Nick and Tiffany Johnson
Preston
Spencer
Chad and Mary Kardash
Genevieve
Blake
Luke
Jamie Schroetter and Kari Varichak
Larry and Arsenia Walters
Matthew
Megan
Madison
Christopher and Lori Wiggenhorn
Ella
Ben

September 2016
Philip and Jamie Mollner
Maxwell
Darlene Zappa
October 2016
Jeffrey and Heather Bergerson
Madeline
Benjamin
Abraham
Brian and Sarah Borgestad
Brooklynn
Gabriella
John and Allison Dirksen
Theo
Erik and Angela Drange
Jack
Elizabeth
Julia

Brian and Molly Fink
Joseph
Keira
Michael and Sarah Kinsella
Henry
David and Katie Korsman
Maxx
Judith and David Petrie
November 2016
Jan Adams
Samuel Boraas
Dave and Yovonne Dawes
Rachel
Porter
Amanda Hernandez
Jaydon and Nessa Mae Lim
Cheska Maureen

YOU CAN HELP US TO REDUCE MAILING COSTS!
Each winter, we have many pieces of mail returned from the post office for individuals who were “temporarily away”. Each
returned piece of mail, costs St. Odilia first class postage rates even if it is mailed as third class mail. If you have plans to
be away for longer that one week during the colder months in Minnesota, please take a few minutes to complete the form
below and drop it into the collection basket or mail it to:
St. Odilia Parish Center Office
3495 N. Victoria St.
Shoreview, MN 55126
or you can e-mail this information to: bulletin@stodilia.org
DO YOU HAVE PLANS TO BE AWAY???
Please select one option and provide your name and address information:
A) Please do not forward my mail ___________
Date leaving Minnesota: ___________ Date back in Minnesota: ___________
B) Please forward my mail ___________
Date leaving Minnesota: ___________ Date back in Minnesota: ___________
Name:___________________________________ Env. #________
Current Address: ________________________________________
City, State, Zip: _________________________________________
Winter Address: _________________________________________
City, State, Zip: __________________________________________
Thank you!!
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Are You Moving?
If you are moving we would like to know so we can keep our records current and our postage costs down.
Please fill out the form below and return it by dropping it into the collection basket at any Mass, or by
mailing it to: St. Odilia Parish Center Office, 3495 N. Victoria, Shoreview, MN 55126
Name: _______________________________________________________ Env. #: _______________
Old Address: __________________________________ City, State, Zip: ________________________
New Address: _________________________________ City, State, Zip: ________________________
Email Address: __________________________________________
New Phone (Include area code): _________________ Effective Date: ________________________
I/We will be staying in the parish:

Y ______ N ________

Newsletter Team:

Corporate Board Members:

Barb Schaer-Mady, Mary Holmes
and staff consultants.

Most Rev. Bernard A. Hebda, Archbishop
Very Rev. Charles Lachowitzer, Vicar General
Rev. Phillip Rask, Vice President
Greg Gerlach, Trustee Treasurer
Katie Boyle, Trustee Secretary

The St. Odilia Messenger is a publication of the Catholic Community of St.
Odilia, 3495 North Victoria, Shoreview,
Minnesota, 55126. Each issue is distributed to registered parishioners.
To receive a copy, register by calling
651-484-6681.

651-291-4400
651-291-4430
651-484-6681

St. Odilia Parish Phone Numbers:
Parish Office
Parish Office Fax
School Office
Faith Formation Office
Faith Formation/Latino Ministry Fax

651-484-6681
651-484-0780
651-484-3364
651-415-3329
651-789-3118

The NEXT Newsletter Deadline: Please submit articles for the SPRING issue of The Messenger
by Wednesday, February 1, 2017. They may be sent by email to messenger@stodilia.org or dropped at
the parish office. Electronic submissions are appreciated. Pictures (jpg files) are welcome but please describe each photo with caption text if possible.

VISION AND MISSION
VISION
To joyfully live the Gospel by knowing, loving, and serving God and one another.
MISSION
We are a Catholic community of faith that welcomes every person to grow in holiness and draw closer
to Jesus Christ through…
 Worship and Evangelization
 Faith Formation and Education
 Works of Charity and Justice
… every day and at every stage of life.
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CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE:
Plan to arrive early for caroling and special Christmas music!
Please be aware that the 4:00 p.m. Masses are extremely crowded
– our busiest Masses of the year, with very limited seating.
Consider attending a different Mass time and enjoy a more relaxed
Christmas, with guaranteed seating and a parking spot!
Saturday, December 24
4:00 p.m. - Children’s Choir in Church
4:00 p.m. - Parish Music Ensemble in Gym
6:00 p.m. - Church in English
6:00 p.m. - Gym in Spanish
11:00 p.m. (music begins at 10:00 p.m.)
Please note: No 5:00 p.m. Mass

Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Individual
All Saturdays – 9:00 a.m.
Saturday, December 17 1:00 p.m.
Wednesdays (Nov. 30, Dec. 14, 21) - 5:30 p.m.
* Please note: No Reconciliation on Wed., Dec. 7
Communal Penance Service with Private Confessions
December 14 – 10:00 a.m.
December 19– 7:00 p.m.

Sunday, December 25
7:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
12:45 p.m. Spanish
Please note: No 6:00 p.m. Mass
Feast of Mary, Mother of God Masses
Saturday, December 31
5:00 p.m.
Sunday, January 1
9:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
12:45 p.m. Spanish
Please note: No 6:00 p.m. Mass

