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We have begun a significant expansion project to our parish facilities for the works of ministry we do. You see it taking
to give the gift of self along with the gifts we give; or forgiving those who need it and those who don’t deshape before your eyes as we celebrate Labor Day, the sure end of summer and the beginning of a new school year. We
serve it; participating in the sacrament of reconciliation; taking the time to listen to another, to understand
invite you to be part of this good work. Over 1100 of your fellow parishioners have made a pledge to support this proand to appreciate another; above all watching for God’s presence in most unlikely places, including ourject.
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tions to increase as well. Please consider how you can support the work of our staff and volunteers through your increased financial support.
In Christ,
On Labor Day we think about a spirituality of work. And so before we are anything else, before we are workers,
parents, sons or daughters, teachers or students, we are God’s children. After all our titles have faded away, after youth
and beauty depart, when wealth and influence come to an end, when our strength declines and even our minds and our
memories are taken away from us, the divine voice remains: “YOU ARE MY BELOVED DAUGHTER; YOU ARE MY SON, IN
WHOM I AM WELL PLEASED, IT IS YOU WHOM I CALL BY NAME.”

In Christ,
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Building Our Vision
Expansion Update
After nearly a decade of planning, construction has begun to provide the facilities needed for
our expected growth and to improve our aging infrastructure. On Sunday, May 21, St. Odilia celebrated the official start of
the building expansion with a Groundbreaking Ceremony and reception. More than 200 people assembled to witness Fr.
Rask bless the project. Kurt Nash from Langer Construction and Ann Kuntz from Station 19 Architects were on hand along
with parish trustees, and honorary chairs of the capital campaign for the event. PLC representatives and members of the
building and finance committees joined them to celebrate the beginning of construction.

Over the last three months the building expansion has really taken shape as the walls began to form the single story addition on the south east corner of the church building. This addition will create a new entrance, additional restrooms and
will provide a much needed practice area for our music ministry.
The big crane was needed to install the walls and roof structure for the two story addition in the northwest corner which
will create new space for our Catholic School and Faith Formation ministries. The presence of the cranes and construction
workers are a visible sign that we are on our way to realizing our vision of providing the space and opportunity for our various ministry areas to accomplish great work on the St. Odilia campus for parishioners today and into the future.
A sincere THANK YOU to all who have contributed to the Capital Campaign including those who responded to Fr. Rask’s
recent letter to provide additional financial support needed for this important project as we reignite Our Faith, Our Family,
Our Future Capital Campaign. This request saw an increase in pledges of over $120,000 with total pledges and contributions now exceeding $5.12 million. Our ongoing commitment is to continue to seek pledges and gifts in order to minimize
the amount of debt needed to finance the project.
The work continues! Everyone’s participation is encouraged and needed. Pledge cards are available in the entryway kiosks.
You can also make a pledge or gift online by visiting our website at www.stodilia.org and clicking on the PLEDGE/DONATE
NOW button. If you have questions or need additional information please contact Ramona Michaels, Development Coordinator at 651-415-3350 or capitalcampaign@stodilia.org.
Please join the many parishioners who have made a commitment to invest in the future of our parish.

THANK YOU for your continued support of this important project.
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“Sharing Our Abundant Blessings”

“Once one chooses to become a disciple of Jesus Christ, stewardship is not an
option”. These words of Bishop John J. McRaith, an original member of the
U.S. Catholic bishops’ Ad Hoc Committee on Stewardship, summarize the core
of his 1992 pastoral letter Stewardship: A Disciple’s Response. Our Stewardship Council uses this document as a guide for stewardship at St. Odilia.
Stewardship always begins with the personal experience of the Risen Christ in our lives. Choosing to follow Christ as a disciple requires a personal response and our response always has a positive impact on not only our faith community, but the
community in which we live. As a community of faith, we live out our mission to welcome every person to grow in holiness
and draw closer to Jesus Christ through:
Community
Every day, and particularly on Sunday, we receive an invitation to participate at the Lord’s table at Mass. We celebrate
God’s message and His personal presence among us. Our fellowship extends from time in worship together during Mass
into the courtyard as we come together in fellowship after Mass. We take that joy with us into our own neighborhoods and
communities as we depart St. Odilia.
Every year we come together for the St. Odilia Fall Festival where we see the elements of stewardship actively represented
- powerful and holy worship experiences at our joyful Festival Masses, fellowship with talented ministry leaders and volunteers working together at the various Festival venues, with everyone sharing their treasure for the Festival’s overall success.
Education
As another school year begins we open our doors and hearts to the youngest among us from preschool through 8 th grade.
Our faith formation continues through Youth and Adult Faith Formation activities and speakers that nurture our spiritual
growth.
Charity and Justice
Every month we are given an opportunity to support our ministries and the needs of the larger community by designating
contributions through the green envelopes. From local food shelves to foreign missions, the Catholic Community of St. Odilia has the opportunity to support the needs of those who are less fortunate. We are guided in that outreach by the work
of our Pastoral Care Council and our Social Justice Council.
Faith in Action
The work of our ministry at St. Odilia is made possible only through your financial support. During the month of October,
we will again ask you to prayerfully consider your annual giving to the parish. We have been blessed with your participation in our Capital Campaign to fund the expansion of our facilities, yet we all recognize that we are a people, not a place.
Our annual pledge drive provides the opportunity for you to make a financial commitment to our parish ministries and your
pledge of financial support guides our planning for these ministries. In early October, you will receive a pledge card to indicate your intention to give to our parish for the coming year. Your gifts, through the Sunday Offertory, are an investment in
our parish ministries. Your regular contributions provide the resources necessary to fulfill our parish Mission – “to grow in
holiness and draw closer to Jesus Christ through Worship, Evangelization, Faith Formation, Education, and Works of Charity
and Justice.”
Bishop Sylvester D. Ryan, Chairman of the U.S. Catholic bishops’ Ad Hoc Committee on Stewardship, reminds us that “a disciple is both a learner and a companion of Jesus Christ and is open to the movement of the Holy Spirit towards a gracious
generosity of heart. The authentic disciple regards all he or she is and possesses as gifts and blessings and realizes the need
to share those gifts and blessings with others for the sake of the kingdom of God.” This is the work of our parish community.
We ask you, as a steward of God’s Abundant Blessings to please prayerfully consider your annual pledge commitment of
giving.
God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance, so that by always having enough of
everything, you may share abundantly. 1 Corinthians 9:8
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St. Odilia Endowment Fund Sub-fund: St. Odilia School
by Brian Ragatz, St. Odilia School Principal
I am incredibly humbled when I learn that someone has given to the St. Odilia Endowment Fund – School sub-fund. Proper
use of that gift is a responsibility of mine that I take extremely seriously.
I cannot list all the ways that our students have benefited from your gifts, it would simply be too long, but I will tell you
this, your gifts are an empowering investment to the school, to the teachers, and of course to the students. Plain and simple, your gifts are investments in two ways:
First, they are an investment in an Endowment Fund that provides consistent and sustainable resources to secure our future.
Secondly, as the grants are used, we are investing in our teachers, our programs, and our students. We don’t invest in
things; we invest in people and programs.
We are investing to help those who serve not only the children of our parish, but also the future of our church. We can
never lose sight of this. Our children are our future, for this parish, for this community, and for this country. It is collectively our responsibility to educate the hearts and minds of these children, and to enable them to grow and become the moral
scholars who will be leaders in tomorrow’s world.
Although we may have the latest, best and most state of the art technology and equipment, along with all other aspects
that make for quality and excellence in education, unless Jesus Christ and the values He stood for are the main attraction
in each one of our classrooms, we will never be as successful as we want to be, and that is the attraction which should set
us apart from other schools.
He invested His life, literally, in others by helping them and teaching us the way to eternal happiness. I will always do my
best to share this message through your generous gifts to the St. Odilia Endowment Fund School Sub-fund.

St. Odilia Endowment Fund Sub-fund:
The Connor Anderson Scholarship Fund
by Brian Ragatz, St. Odilia School Principal
Accessibility and affordability are two words often used to describe our mission at St. Odilia School. Did you know that over
100 students receive financial assistance at our school and the average award is over 50% of the cost of tuition?
Although our school is growing with three kindergarten classes and three first grades for the first time in decades, with wait
-lists in preschool and other grades, we never want to turn a family away because of financial constraints.
The Connor Anderson Scholarship Fund of the St. Odilia Endowment Fund allows St. Odilia to provide assistance to families
in need so that they can invest in their children's moral, spiritual, and academic future by sending them to St. Odilia School.
There is no simpler way to illustrate how the gifts to the Connor Anderson Scholarship Fund make a difference by allowing
families in need to access and afford a school that educates the minds and hearts of every child every day.
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St. Odilia Endowment Fund Celebrates 30 Years
By Ramona Michaels, St. Odilia Development Coordinator
In 1987, the Catholic Community of St. Odilia was selected by the archdiocese as one of six parishes to
establish a permanent endowment fund to provide for the parish’s future. Now valued at over $2 million, the St Odilia Endowment Fund has generated more than $740,000 in distributions since its inception. From day one, the St. Odilia Endowment Fund Advisory Committee focused on engaging and educating parishioners on how the establishment and growth of an endowment fund supports both the
parish’s current and long-range needs.
The St Odilia Endowment Fund provides a way for parishioners to give a permanent gift to the parish. While the original principal
is never spent, funds from investment growth are available for distribution to support the ministries and programs of the parish.
Donors are able to direct their contributions to ministries in which they have a specific interest or they can allow the parish to
use the contribution towards the greatest need for the gift. The St. Odilia Endowment Fund has nine sub-funds for donors to designate their charitable gift; Worship, Faith Formation, Pastoral Care, Social Justice, School, Capital, Undesignated, Faith Formation scholarships, and the Connor Anderson School Scholarship Fund. Over the years, St. Odilia has used money from the Endowment Fund distributions to fund dozens of parish and school projects.
The St. Odilia Endowment Fund assets are financially managed by the Catholic Community Foundation. CCF is a Catholic institution that screens the investments they manage and follows the guidelines set by the Conference of Catholic Bishops for morally
responsible investing.
Parishioners have learned about the St. Odilia Endowment Fund through speakers at Sunday masses and sponsorship of financial
and estate planning educational events. A major key to the success of the St. Odilia Endowment Fund has been personal visits
from Advisory Committee volunteers who educate parishioners about the importance and value of having a parish endowment
fund. The St. Odilia Endowment Fund has been truly blessed by all over the past 30 years. Since 2010, the number of benefactors and value of the fund have doubled. We offer a sincere THANK YOU for the volunteer and financial support that has been
vital to the endowment fund’s success. We invite you to learn more about the St. Odilia Endowment Fund through upcoming
events, speakers, articles, brochures and our website. It is our goal to continue to engage and educate parishioners and to invite
everyone to leave a legacy to St. Odilia that really lasts forever, through a permanent gift to St. Odilia Endowment Fund. For
more information on how you can contribute in a way that is meaningful to you: 651 415-3350 or endowmentfund@stodilia.org.

Expand!
By Jim Lethert, St. Odilia Endowment Fund Advisory Committee Member
Expand! Is the theme of the St. Odilia Endowment Fund weekend to be
held September 23 and 24. Here are some appropriate synonyms to signify and celebrate the St. Odilia Endowment Fund
achieving 30 years!
Enlarge– Means the item being measured remains, but has internal growth. Gifts to the Fund remain forever, but the Fund
grows by internal earnings and appreciation.
Increase—A healthy program attracts participants. Each year the St. Odilia Endowment Fund has attracted more and more
benefactors and contributors.
Swell— Swelling can be bad or good. In good form it means “more of the same.” The St. Odilia Endowment Fund has enjoyed repeat gifts from many benefactors.
Inflate— When you inflate a tire you improve its performance. Additional gifts to the Fund automatically improve its ability
to increase its investment performance.
Develop—As a program ages, it learns. The St. Odilia Endowment Fund has developed multiple gift methods; e.g. cash, investments, as beneficiary, bequests, & Qualified Charitable Distributions.
Grow— Healthy programs grow new ways to focus gifts. Our Fund has nine designated sub-funds: Worship, Faith Formation, Pastoral Care, School, Social Justice, Capital, Faith Formation Scholarship and Connor Anderson School Scholarship,
and Undesignated.
Magnify—Recognition can magnify a “Thank You”. Benefactors to our Fund receive a plaque, their name on our Acknowledgement Board, and a special gathering.
Multiply– Addition creates growth by one. Multiplication grows by many. Our Endowment Fund employs multiplication,
both with funds in and grants distributed.
Get Bigger— From $0 to almost $2,000.00!
Make Bigger—You make it happen. Help us achieve amazing results for the next 30 years. Check out becoming a Benefactor. Contact Ramona Michaels at 651 415-3350 or endowmentfund@stodilia.org.
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The 48th Annual Fall Festival is a “Re-constructed Festival”!
This year, the Fall Festival presented some unique challenges due to the building expansion. However, our volunteer Festival Leadership has worked very hard over the last several months to plan a
"Reconstructed Festival".
Phase One of the early festival planning included assessing, reassessing and more conversations about what could realistically be offered for the 2017 Fall Festival. We considered a
fenced off parking lot, walls being constructed, school busing needs in the parking lot, fewer
parking options and limited building entrances. The Fall Festival leadership team discussed
reducing the hours, offering fewer venues, having fewer parishioners entertaining us for
longer periods of times while still retaining many favorites such as Live and Silent Auction,
Bingo, Raffle/Quilt tickets, kids’ games and more.
The Phase Two planning has been in process since mid-June. The leadership team identified
Food Trucks as a solution to a lack of electrical power and decreased parking lot space for
the Food Tent. Saturday afternoon and evenings music will be in the Courtyard. The 2017
cash raffle has more and larger cash prizes. The quilts have been made by our own
quilting group (see the article below). Many opportunities will exist during the 2017 Festival for relaxed conversation, fun and an opportunity to be engaged in a variety of ways!
Oh, I hear the very popular Nut Shoppe is now a Candy Shoppe! The cash and quilt raffle
drawing is at a new time and location this year too: Sunday 4:15 p.m. in the outdoor tent.
Please join us for this annual St. Odilia celebration with our faith community, along with
friends and neighbors on Saturday, Sept. 9, 3-10 p.m. and Sunday Sept. 10 , 12-4 p.m.
In Christ,

TAKE A CHANCE ON THE 2017 FALL FESTIVAL QUILT
The Fall Festival quilts are complete! See them on display throughout the Fall Festival weekend. The Emerald City quilt
pattern was designed by Colleen Wise and our version was beautifully custom-quilted by our talented and generous friends
at After-All Long Arm Quilting. Chances to win the quilts are priced 5 for $5.00 or $2.00 apiece.

Emerald City (99” X 104”)

Emerald Mini (14” X 20”)

Fall Festival game tickets are accepted in payment for chances as well as your cash or check. The winning tickets will be
drawn by an impartial and ordained observer on Sunday, September 10, 2017, at 4:15 p.m.. Winning either quilt, either for
yourself or to give as a gift, is a fun way to cap off the Festival. Thank you for your support of the quilt project!
Contact Suzanne Shearon at 651-490-7723 or Sharon Fiebiger at 651-415-0530 for more information on this year’s quilts or
to get involved with planning or making next year’s quilt. No sewing or quilting experience necessary.
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It’s almost time for the
St. Odilia 48th Annual

Fall Festival!
The 48th Annual Fall Festival Weekend!
Saturday Sept. 9 3:00-10:00 p.m. and Sunday Sept. 10 12:00 noon-4:00 p.m.
Gather for fellowship, fun, food and music! This year presents some challenges with the expansion construction, but our
Festival Leadership has been hard at work planning the necessary accommodations for this year’s event!


RAFFLE TICKETS—This IS the major fundraising part of the festival. Raffle tickets will not be mailed. Pick up your tickets after weekend Masses. Tickets are $5.00 each and there are 14 opportunities to win cash prizes with a total of
$6,600.00 in prizes. The grand prize will be $2,500! Purchased tickets can be mailed to the parish office in the return
envelope provided or placed in the Sunday collection. If you would like additional blank tickets to sell, stop in the parish office Monday-Friday, 8:30-4:30pm. We are blessed with the support of the following businesses sponsoring our
raffle this year: Grandmas Bakery, Creative Catering, David Vanneste Group (Edina Reality), Premier Banks, Eibensteiner Group Real Estate (Remax Results), Serene Oaks Dental, Anchor Bank and Impressive Print.



GAMES— You will find B-I-N-G-O in the Courtyard Sunday only, 12:15pm—4pm. Enjoy a homemade dessert, coffee
and other beverages while you take time to browse the Book Nook and Famer’s Market both days in the Courtyard.



CAKE WALK— What’s a festival without CAKES and a WALK to win one? The Cub Scouts continue to run this popular
game found on the stage in the gym both days. Calling all bakers: Share your Creativity and bake a cake or two—a fun
and easy way to make a donation to the festival. The Cub Scouts rely on donated cakes to make this a success.



CANDY SHOPPE— Formerly Nut Shoppe, will be found this year in the gym both Saturday and Sunday. Don’t miss the
opportunity to win your favorite bag of candy! Please donate candy. 1000 bags are needed!



INFLATABLES— A St. Odilia Festival is incomplete without a giant slide, obstacle course and inflatables! Buy a weekend
or daily pass. Children, youth and adults will enjoy. Challenge Fr. Stiles, or another adult! You’re never too old to enjoy
an inflatable!



BOTTLE BLAST AND KIDS GAMES— Look for new location on both days. 1000 bottles of all kinds are needed for the
bottle blast game.



SWEET ODILIA COOKIES— The great St. Odilia Festival, even one under re-construction, cannot happen without Sweet
Odilia Cookies! Cookie slicers, bakers and sellers are needed. Look for volunteer opportunities on our website. Last
year we sliced, baked and sold 50 tubs of cookies. Everyone wants to be a Sweet Odilia Cookie maker or seller. This
volunteer opportunity will fill FAST!



FARMER’S MARKET, DESSERTS AND THE BOOK NOOK all remain in the courtyard. Thank you for your generous donations as you harvest your garden produce. The courtyard will be shared with live music on Saturday and Bingo on Sunday. Adult beverages will be served in the courtyard Saturday evening as you enjoy Jim Allen from 6-7 p.m. and Dan
Perry along with John Evans from 7-10 p.m. All music in the Courtyard will not be too loud for ongoing conversation.
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We are most grateful for the generous sponsorship of these businesses for Fall Festival 2017!
Raffle Sponsors:
· Grandma’s Bakery
· Creative Catering
· David Vanneste Group (Edina Reality)
· Premier Banks
· Eibensteiner Group Real Estate (Remax Results)
· Serene Oaks Dental
· Anchor Bank
· Impressive Print

Kids Games Sponsors:
· Peoples Bank Midwest (Rich and Nancy McNamara)
Outdoor Tent Sponsor:
· Langer Construction
Bingo Sponsor:
· Catholic United Financial
Indoor Music Sponsor: (Sat.)
· Premier Banks
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Some Traditions Are Not Made To Be Broken
St. Odilia 48th annual fall festival continues — and right on schedule too! Nothing like a building construction project to
challenge the leadership team to decide if a festival should occur, when it should occur and what it should look like! Many
discussions occurred from: “Let’s not do anything”, to “How about late October?” and even “Three ‘mini’ festivals
throughout the year”. Ideas were entertained such as “Let’s do a raffle only”, “Let’s not do music” and “How can a festival
occur without the traditional food preparation by the Men’s Club?” and others.
At the final decision making hour it was determined that this annual festival is your opportunity to come together yearly
to celebrate Our Family. It’s kind of like the MN state fair……It’s the GREAT St. Odilia Get Together and it has been happening for 48 years! So a new opportunity was created………The Festival Leadership team’s time, energy, and passion did
the “behind the scenes” work of re-constructing a weekend that will allow us ALL to gather for fun, fellowship and a relaxing weekend of entertainment. Your donations of venue items, participation in the raffles and in the live and silent auction
allows us to raise money that supports the various ministries both within our parish and the broader community.
As a volunteer you have the opportunity to meet a new friend and share your special gifts! If you haven’t signed up yet, I
bet you can still find a way to get involved. Our Volunteer sign up can be found at www.stodilia.org Enjoy the games, and
live music. Take home a treasure from the live or silent auction. Enjoy the live auction, it is entertaining itself. Most of all,
please take the opportunity to celebrate our faith community with new and old friends.
Festival Leadership Team

Gather for fellowship, fun, food and music!
This year presents some challenges with the expansion constructuion, but our Festival Leadership has been hard at work
planning the necessary accommodations!
MUSIC— On Saturday, enjoy a variety of parishioner talent from 3-5 p.m. Jim Allen performs from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m., and Dan Perry and John
Evans will delight us with their favorites from 7 p.m. to
10 p.m.
On Sunday, enjoy outdoor music from 12 p.m. to 4 p.m.
You’ll be entertained by exceptional music performed by
the Southside Band, VBS kids, and Gary Nelson. Back by
popular demand is the group, “Red in the Middle” playing from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. The Festival Choir will sing
Dan Perry and John Evans
at the 5 p.m. Saturday Mass and both the 9 a.m. and
(photo by Joel Schnell - White Bear Lake Magazine
11
a.m.
Sunday
Masses.
Jim Allen — Featured Performance 6-7 p.m.
November 2015)

LIVE AUCTION— There will be limited pick up starting on Wed., August 23. A trailer will be open for drop offs on Saturday and Sunday
mornings staring August 19.
SILENT AUCTION— Please donate items to help make a basket or make up your own complete basket (suggested minimum value of
$30-$50 or more).
New this year: FOOD TRUCKS! Construction limits our space and ability to prepare the traditional Festival foods. However, we will still
offer a variety of choices including ethnic foods offered through the food trucks as well as homemade desserts, St. Odilia cookies, popcorn and snow cones.
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St. Odilia School and Preschool

The above article is an excerpt from the 2017 St. Odilia School Annual Report.
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The following is an excerpt from the 2017 St. Odilia School Annual Report….

MEET THE PRINCIPAL & TOUR OUR SCHOOL!
You are invited to meet Mr. Brian Ragatz and learn about St. Odilia School. After the meeting you are welcome to tour the classrooms.
UPCOMING 2017-18 TOUR DATES:

Tuesday, October 3
Tuesday, November 7
Wednesday, December 6
Thursday, January 4
Tuesday, January 23
Tuesday, February 6
Wednesday, March 7
Wednesday, April 4
Thursday, April 26
All Meetings from 9:30 a.m. – 11:15 a.m.
Call the office to reserve a spot: 651-484-3364 or register at www.stodiliaschool.org
(if these dates don’t work for you, please contact us to set up a private tour.)
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St. Odilia School and Preschool
Tradition of Excellence at St. Odilia School
Laura Kettler always knew she would come back to Minnesota after she finished grad school in Memphis, Tenn., but
coming home has also meant coming back to St. Odilia School.
Laura graduated from St. Odilia School in 2006, and now is back as a full-time teacher in
the St. Odilia Preschool. Rich and Mary Kettler, Laura’s parents and longtime members of
the St. Odilia community, sent all four of their children to St. Odilia School. Laura went on
to Cretin-Derham Hall. After high school, she studied early childhood education at the University of Minnesota, and while completing that degree, worked as a teaching assistant at
St. Odilia School.
Instead of getting licensure through the Minnesota program, she went through a program
at Christian Brothers University in Memphis that filled her licensure requirements while
she worked on a Master’s degree. At the same time, she taught first-grade students at a low-income Catholic grade
school in Memphis. “I am passionate about Catholic schools,” Laura said, noting that she feels especially strongly about
helping low-income students benefit from a Catholic education.
At the end of her program, when the call came from St. Odilia School about an open position in the preschool, Laura
knew where her next steps would be heading. “You just can’t say no to St. Odilia’s,” she said.
Brian Ragatz, principal, said that stories like Laura’s are a testament to the strong tradition of excellence St. Odilia School has
cultivated for many years. “It’s wonderful to be able to recruit
teachers whose love for Catholic schools started with their experience at St. Odilia,” he said.

Laura Kettler (left) prepares for her
first days of Kindergarten at St.
Odilia School.
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Pastoral Care and Social Justice
I Am an Immigrant
My name is Sofia Fischer. I was born in Morelia, Michoacan, Mexico, a beautiful colonial city surrounded by mountains. After finishing a Master’s degree in Social Work at the Universidad
Nacional Autonoma de Mexico in Mexico City, I did post graduate studies in Sociology at the University of Paris. My experience in Paris as a foreigner and as a student was very positive. I was
often asked about Mexico. French students and other French people knew about our history, the
Mexican Revolution and more. They knew and asked questions about our indigenous peoples,
food, music, dances, etc. At times some French people expected me to play the guitar, sing or
dance because of their stereotypes about Mexicans.
In Paris I learned to love and admire my country even more. Talking about Mexico made me more
conscious of its achievements; Independence from Spain, from France which wanted to have an empire in Mexico in 1862,
and from the United States which also invaded Mexico. Mexico won these wars and continued to be independent. I learned
from the French people that the Mexican Revolution of 1917 was the first revolution not fought by intellectuals but by farmers who suffered for the inequality of society.
As an immigrant in the United States my experience is different; not many people know about Mexico. Some people have
the impression that Mexico is only poverty, drugs and beaches. People sometimes ask me why my skin is so white since I’m
Mexican. The Spaniards and the French, after invading Mexico, stayed there and married the indigenous people. We are a
mixed society but we also still have communities that remain indigenous. I feel accepted by Americans, but I find that some
people have a very poor image of Mexico and of Mexicans. While I was teaching a class related to Human Services at Saint
Mary’s College in Winona, I applied at Winona State University to teach a Spanish class. During the interview the Chairman
of the Department asked me how I could be applying to teach Spanish since Mexicans don’t know how to read. I had previously taught at the University level at the Universidad Nacional Autonoma de Mexico and at Saint Johns University in Collegeville, Minnesota. I had my diplomas and letters of recommendation ready for the interview but I didn’t bother to show
them to him.
I have a Master degree from the University of Minnesota in Education with an emphasis in Second Languages and Cultures.
I taught Spanish at Central High School in Saint Paul, Minnesota for 23 years. This was my passion; I very much loved
teaching Spanish to high school students. I always felt respected by teachers and students. Now I’m retired. My experience
has been very different from the experience of other Mexicans. My heart goes out to those who have not been as fortunate
as I have been.
Many Mexicans who have migrated to the United States have not had educational opportunities. They go to work every day,
pay income and Social Security taxes, but will never see a penny from their contributions. They cannot get a driver’s license
and could therefore be detained and/or deported. They cannot buy insurance for their cars because they are
“undocumented”. Many of them came here when they were small children. They worked in the fields with their parents for
very low wages and received no benefits for many years. Today they fear being deported because they have no path to legal citizenship. There is no American Dream or Social Justice for these immigrants who live and work in a country of
immigrants.

SARAH’S TABLE SENIOR LUNCHEON 2017-2018
We are looking forward to another successful year of Sarah’s Table! We’re always looking for new volunteers to help
serve and clean up, and of course we appreciate all of you who bring in desserts to share! Come join us on the second
Wednesday of the month, at 11:30am, for a great meal (only $8.00). It’s a blessing to connect with new and not-so-new
friends at this luncheon! Save the date and bring a friend:
October 11, November 8, December 13, January 10, February 7, March 14, April 11th, May 9th, June 13th
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Habitat for Humanity – Successful Build
St. Odilia’s first year of participation on the construction of a Habitat for Humanity home in Blaine, with Holy Hammers (the other 15 congregations), was a
huge success. Those who contributed to the actual building of the Habitat home
from St. Odilia included: Cecil Metz, Val Burdick, Doug Gwost, Greg Lauer, Frank
Maguire, Cleo Johnson, John Hunt, Leon Hass, David Kill, Elizabeth Foley, Todd
Gruber, Greg Mack, Mark Keiliher, Greg Barilla, Greg Schlink, Jim and Lynn Allen,
Lynne Schriver-Sheedy and Patrick Sheedy. Those who provided food included
Judy Schuelke, Mary Nussbaum, Marie Bezdicek, and Lori Wiggenhorn. More
than a few worked multiple days on the site.
Undoubtedly your contributions to the construction of this home mean a lot to the husband and wife. Ali and Masna who are purchasing the home, will close on the house
some time in October. They, their three children and the children’s grandmother, will
move in shortly thereafter. It should be noted, both Ali and Masna contributed to the
actual construction of their home as well.
Our site supervisor for the Blaine home, Terrra Lumley, and who has been with Habitat
for Humanity for at least ten years, is extremely knowledgeable, and well organized. Thus
she made sure that all of us were actively involved and working
at our skill level throughout the entire construction process.
If the Blaine home is representative of Habitat for Humanity homes, it is fair to say, that they are
built by individuals committed to making sure that each home receives the proper commitment, care and dedication to its construction. And it shows. Needless to say, I cannot say enough about the
organization, nor about the people who volunteer to work on Habitat projects. I especially want to thank the volunteers from St. Odilia, listed above, not only their generosity, but also for the time and
skills they brought to the construction of this house.
For information or to volunteer, contact Patrick Sheedy at (651) 307-5312

Understanding and Coping with Grief and Loss
St. Odilia is a member of the North Suburban Grief Support Coalition, an organization that lends support to
people experiencing grief or loss. Loss comes in many forms. Examples could include death, divorce, job loss
or transfer. The “Growing Through Loss” series is held twice a year at various locations in the North Suburban
Area. The evening begins with a guest speaker who addresses grief and loss in general. After the speaker, the
participants break into small support groups that are associated with a specific loss. When my husband died in
1984, I was left with two young children. My family and friends were supportive, but none of them had gone
through what I was going through. In 1985 when St. Odilia and Shepherd of the Hills began the coalition, I was
very interested. The small group that I was in had people around my age, some with children and some not. Even though
each death was different, we were all at a loss as to how to think, feel or act. It was helpful to know that others were experiencing some of the same things that I was, and that I was not “going crazy”. I found this as another support system. I
attended the series for a while and then became involved by representing St. Odilia on the steering committee. I felt this
helped me and I wanted others to know about it also.
If you are experiencing any of these losses this series might be for you. The next session begins Sept. 18 at Centennial
United Methodist Church. For further information, you can call me, Deb Musch at 651-482-9055 or Deacon Jim at 651-4153354. There is also a link on the St. Odilia website.
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Respect Life Committee
Eucharistic Adoration
Three years ago, Respect for Life concerns prompted a com- All we have to do is be present to the One who is present to
mittee member to question, "What can WE do?" The first re- us. Certainly, bodily presence is a first step – at times that is
all we are capable of – but we should also try to be present
sponse was, "Pray."
with our hearts – inviting Jesus in.
Knowing the power of prayer, especially prayer before our
Through Christ's words at the Last Supper and through His
Eucharistic Lord, we asked and received permission for six
Church's teachings, we know of His true presence in the Euhours of adoration every Monday. Since that time, with few
exceptions, Adoration has occurred on Mondays from 1 p.m. charist. At the Last Supper, Christ took bread and then wine
and proclaimed, " This is my Body.... This is my Blood.... Do
to 7 p.m.
this in memory of me."
Eventually, all parishioners were invited to come to the chapel, at the back of our church, with their own personal prayers The reality of the Eucharist is no longer what we see but
what IS – Christ's living body and blood. The bread and wine
of praise, thanksgiving, atonement, and/or petition - praying
in Christ's most sacred Eucharistic presence during whatever are replaced by the real presence of Christ. We offer Him our
adoration.
period of time found possible. ( three minutes, twenty
minutes, one hour) Some who began with three minutes
Please join us in Eucharistic Adoration on Mondays. Times
eventually desired to increase the time spent in Adoration.
are listed on the weekly Calendar in our Sunday Church BulAt the beginning of adoration, the pray-er works to remove all letin. All are welcome.
distractions, but prayer itself can take many forms. While
- the Respect Life Committee
some pray the rosary, others might recite a litany. Saint
Francis of Assisi would spend long hours just repeating, " My
Lord and my God.". But, silence can also be part of adoration. As Saint Theresa of Calcutta reminds us, " In the silence
of the heart, God speaks."

The word Catechesis means to “echo.” A catechist is one who echoes the Word of God and passes on the Catholic tradition and teachings. But a catechist is much more than just a teacher who shares factual knowledge; a catechist is a
“minister” of the church, one who is commissioned by the community to help form faith in others and spread the Good
News of Jesus Christ. A catechist is a mentor, witness, faith sharer, and model in the Christian way of life.
St. Odilia welcomes new catechists each year to help form our young people in the Catholic Faith. If you would like to
learn more about getting involved in this important ministry please contact Brenda McLennan (651 415 3316) or Nathan Stewart (651 415 3343) in the Faith Formation office.
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Faith Formation Registration for 2017-18 is Online Now!
Now is the time to register for next year’s Faith Formation programs for your children and teens.
Online registration and payment for next fall’s Faith Formation programs are underway!
Click on the Registration links on the St. Odilia website to register your children.


Sunday School - age 3 through Kindergarten



Elementary Family Faith-Grades K-5



Middle School Faith Formation Grades 6-7



Confirmation Grade 8 and above

Information about the programs can be found on our website
www.stodilia.org

Launching Soon – For Young Adults ages 18-35
Volunteers needed!
Young adults (age 18 – 35 or so) are a crucial segment of the life of any healthy community – but, like many churches both
Catholic and Protestant, our connections to this part of our faith community are weaker than they could be. This coming
year, we hope to start changing that. As this issue of The Messenger went to press, we were beginning to identify a core
group of interested young adults, who will brainstorm ideas for our first activities for this age group. Married and single
included. If you, or some young adult you know, might be interested in being a part of this visioning group, please contact
Lucy Arimond, arimond@stodilia.org, 651-415-03331.

“Living the Scriptures” Tuesday Bible Study Group
is accepting new members.
When: Tuesdays, beginning Sept. 26, 10:00-11:15 a.m.
Where: 3510 Vivian Av. – the Faith Formation office building
Cost: $9.00

Enjoy the Sunday readings together!
Meet fellow parishioners!
Share how the Word of God comes alive in your life!

Our Tuesday morning Bible Study program is starting up again for the new program year. We’re
still using the very popular “Sunday by Sunday” bible study guides to each week’s Sunday Mass readings, which are published by the Sisters of St. Joseph. We’re accepting new members for this season, which starts on Sept. 26 and runs
through Nov. 21. Small group, informal atmosphere, friendly, prayerful, relaxed. Take some time out for the Word of God,
enrich your understanding of the readings you’ll hear each Sunday at Mass, and explore how to live the meaning of the
scriptures in your daily life and in our world.
For information or to register, contact our study group convenors, Rosie Stahl, stahl.roz@gmail.com, 651-483-6936, and
Mary Ann Ryan, maretired46@gmail.com, or Lucy Arimond, Director of Adult Formation and Evangelization, 651-415-3331,
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Faith Formation
Love to Read? Enjoy Conversations about Books?

Spirituality Book Club
Date: Third Thursday of the month, beginning Sept. 21
Time: 10:00-11:30 a.m.
Location: St. Odilia’s 3510 Vivian Av. Building
No registration needed – just show up! St. Odilia has a great tradition of parishioner-led
book clubs, meeting here at the church, in parishioners’ homes, or at nearby libraries or
restaurants. Some of the groups have been meeting for decades – they’ve been a treasured community connection. Our longtime “Spirituality Book Club” is moving its meetings back to the St. Odilia campus
this year, in the small conference room at 3510 Vivian Av., the building that houses our Faith Formation and Latino Ministry offices. They’re inviting more parishioners to join them. At the September meeting, they’ll be choosing this year’s
books, so bring your suggestions. For further information, contact Mary Jo Rourke, 651-483-1228,
maryjoanrourke@q.com

Scripture Study: First Corinthians
Thursdays, 8:30-9:45 a.m., beginning Sept. 21
(in the conference room)
Our long-running and much-loved Thursday morning Scripture Study returns for the fall season, with a new topic. Join
your fellow parishioners and delve into St. Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians. The community of Corinth could easily be
our own—struggling for unity in the midst of conflict and discovering weakness and strengths. In this study Paul invites you
to find unity in the Gospel message.
Cost $20. Questions call Margaret Trondson 651-429-6702

Mark Your Calendars!

Parish Lenten Mission 2018
Fr. Larry Snyder
Evenings, Monday through Wednesday, February 26-28
Prayer – Music – Learning – Spiritual Wisdom – Community
Fr. Snyder, a priest of the Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis, currently serves as the
Vice President for Mission for the University of St. Thomas. He is best known for his many
years of work for Catholic Charities, first here in the Archdiocese, and then, for nine years, at
the helm of Catholic Charities USA.
Our Parish Mission will also feature our beloved “Mission Band,” St. Odilia music ministry staff and volunteers who have
become a tradition for Missions here. Watch the Sunday bulletins and the parish website for more details to come!
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Adult Faith Formation — Looking Ahead…
BECOMING A CATHOLIC
Do you know someone who is:
• Thinking of becoming a Catholic?
• Already Catholic, but has not received Confirmation?
• Interested in serving as a sponsor?
The RCIA – Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults – is for them. The first meetings are for inquiry – no strings attached, no
need to have made a final decision, all seekers welcome. It’s a process of spiritual formation and learning. The RCIA at St.
Odilia meets on Wed. evenings, beginning in mid-September. Each inquirer is also assigned a parishioner as a sponsor.
Might this year be the “right time” to explore joining the Church?
We’re also looking for potential sponsors – persons willing to attend the program sessions and accompany a seeker. No
need to be a theologian or teacher – you only need to be a dialog partner and support person, willing to invest your time in
this process.
For further information or to register or volunteer, contact Lucy Arimond, Director of Adult Formation and Evangelization,
at 651-415-3331 or arimond@stodilia.org.

Our Muslim-Christian Bridge-Building Continues
Last summer, we began to connect with our Muslim brothers and sisters of the Imam Husain Islamic Center, in Brooklyn
Center. On September 18, 2016, we hosted a number of their members at Sunday Mass and coffee and donuts afterwards – the conversations went on for almost two hours! In April, Dr. Odeh Muhawesh came to St. Odilia and presented a
program, “All About Islam”, which drew over 80 St. Odilia parishioners plus a group from the mosque. On June 9, about
two dozen St. Odilia parishioners and staff, including Frs. Rask and Stiles, observed a Ramadan prayer service and enjoyed
an iftar dinner as guests of the mosque. Watch the bulletin for further opportunities to connect, to strengthen our understanding of each other’s beliefs and practices, and to find common ground. For further information, contact Lucy Arimond, Director of Adult Formation and Evangelization, at 651-415-3331 or arimond@stodilia.org.

Special Religious Education Program
St. Odilia has one of the finest programs for developmentally disabled adults of any parish in the Archdiocese. Sp.R.Ed.,
our Special Religious Education program meets on the second and fourth Tuesday of each month from September
through April for a joy-filled evening of music, prayer, social time, and learning about God’s love. It will soon be time to
begin our program for the coming year. Please register as soon as possible! Contact Sp.R.Ed. coordinator Jon Heyer at
heyer@stodilia.org or 651-415-3351 for registration information. The first gathering will be on Tuesday, September 26, at
7:00 p.m.. We will meet in the Courtyard. All adult persons with special needs are welcome.
If you feel called to volunteer in this rewarding ministry, contact Sp.R.Ed. coordinator Jon Heyer at heyer@stodilia.org
or 651-415-3351.

19

Faith Formation
Preparing for Advent: Exploring the Gospel of Mark
Thursdays, Oct. 12, 19, 26, 7-9 p.m., Cafeteria
Presenter: Arthur E. Zannoni

We are about to begin an entire Church year – which starts in Advent (Sunday, December 3) – hearing the Gospel of Mark
at Sunday Mass. To help prepare for this you are invited to explore the Gospel of Mark with us. Be ready to get more out
of what you hear proclaimed at Mass by attending these three evening presentations.
We will explore the way that the Gospel of Mark, the first written Gospel and the shortest in length, makes use of a variety
of literary forms. We will look at the major themes in Mark's Gospel. These include: the Jesus portrait, the call to discipleship, the parables, the women around Jesus, the meals Jesus shares, and the passion and resurrection stories. Participants
will learn not only to better appreciate this short Gospel, but also to better apply it to their practice of
faith.
About our presenter: Arthur E. Zannoni is an award winning free-lance writer, scripture scholar, teacher, theologian, workshop leader and consultant in biblical studies and Christian-Jewish relations. He
taught on the faculty of the School of Divinity of the University of St. Thomas from 1984-1991 and at its
Murray Institute from 1991-1994. In 1985 he, along with Rabbi Max A. Shapiro, helped establish the
Center for Jewish Christian Learning at the University of St. Thomas. He is a two-time recipient of the
Uhrig Foundation Award for excellence in teaching and received the Temple Israel Interreligious Award
for his work in promoting Catholic-Jewish dialogue in the Twin Cities.
He earned his Master’s Degree in Theology from the University of San Francisco and did doctoral studies at Marquette University, specializing in biblical studies. Zannoni, a prolific writer, has published articles in numerous Catholic magazines.
From 2002 to 2005, he wrote a monthly column for the Catholic Spirit, the newspaper of the Archdiocese of St. Paul/
Minneapolis. He is a two time recipient of awards for excellence in writing from the Catholic Press Association.
He is the editor of Jews Christians Speak of Jesus, and co-editor of the best seller Introduction to Jewish Christian Relations. Zannoni’s book Tell Me Your Name: Images of God in the Bible has been described as “a real page turner with powerful prose and poetic images.” The sequel Tell Me Your Story: The Parables of Jesus has also received good reviews. The first
book he wrote, Jesus of the Gospels, has been translated into both Russian and Indonesian. His most recent book is The
Gospel's Legacy. Zannoni is also a regular contributor to The Pastoral Center, www.pastoral.center.
and

Did you know…
that the Gospel of Mark was written in Greek to early Christians who were being persecuted in Rome?
what the word "Gospel" means?
that there are three stages of development behind the formation of the Gospels?
that the Gospel of Mark does not have a story of Jesus' birth?’
that women play an important role in the Gospel of Mark?
that the Gospel of Mark has two endings?
Want to learn more? Please come and join us. All are welcome.
Registration fee is $25 per person. Watch future bulletins and the parish website for registration info. FFI, contact Lucy
Arimond, Director of Adult Formation and Evangelization, arimond@stodilia.org, 651-415-3331.
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Youth Faith Formation
2017 VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL MEMORIES
by Janet Etten - VBS Director
Maker Fun Factory VBS 2017 was FUN to say the least! Our VBS July 24-28 was a HUGE event
and a wonderful way to connect with the Catholic Community of St. Odilia! We had an incredible turnout again this year. So many people, age four through grade five, youth leaders
and helpers, as well as many adults volunteering in all sorts of ways participated in all the
fun this year.





We had our preschool kids in their own age appropriate stations learning about the love of God!
Children in grades K-five learned about how God is someone we can depend on no matter what! HE is always there!
We are created by God and built for a purpose!
Our youth leaders developed their skills in guiding the children from station to station, while keeping everyone happy!
Adults were able to watch over and make this program relate to all to show how God can be a part of all of our lives.

The music is always such a fun part of our
program. The CD that comes with each
family registration is a fantastic way to
keep the memory of VBS alive throughout
the year. I can’t begin to tell you how
many families listen to that music all year
long! I have even had to replace a few over
the years that were broken because the
families couldn’t live without them! One
family forgot it in their minivan when they
traded it in! I was happy to replace it!

Thank you to the entire St. Odilia Catholic Community for your support of
this exciting program each summer. It is wonderful to have so many families
invite friends, neighbors and even grandchildren to participate in this week
and share the love of God. It is something they can share about their faith
community in a unique and special way.
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EMBARKING ON A NEW ENDEAVOR — PARENT / CHILD RETREATS
This coming school year (2017-2018) there will be a new addition to our Confirmation program, as we introduce a short
(one afternoon) parent/child retreat to the schedule. This
component is one that we've talked about for three years
straight, and we are very excited to see it finally happening!
I helped with parent/child retreats at my previous parish, and
was amazed by how positive the response was - from both
the parents attending and the adults who led it. And those
parents are our main focus on the retreat, both for the parents' sake and the sake of their child preparing to be Confirmed.
See, the research supports what you might already assume that parents' involvement in faith (or lack thereof) has more
impact on a young person's faith that anything else can (even
throughout his/her 20s). So if we want the things we focus on
in youth ministry or faith formation to stick, it's vital for parents to reinforce a strong faith life at home.
So we aim to minister to those parents and engage them in
their own faith, while helping them to engage their child with
faith as well. Both are crucial, and both can be very difficult
and daunting for parents - especially if their own experience
of faith growing up was lacking (which unfortunately describes many of the parents with whom we work). Just about
all parents we work with would like their child to have a
strong faith (which is why they are enrolled in Confirmation in
the first place), but most aren't sure how they themselves can
help that happen, especially if their own faith isn't that
strong.

no one has ever reached out to them before. It’s about starting a conversation, a relationship, and hoping that the conversation and the relationship can continue beyond that afternoon. That's relational ministry in a nutshell.
And if we want to minister to our youth, we absolutely have to
minister to our parents.
The retreat isn't just about engaging the parents. We focus a
lot on how any parent (of any involvement level) can work
with his/her kids to help them in faith. All our talks are from a
parent-to-parent perspective and not lectures. We aim to invite, to ask questions, and to start a dialogue, and to offer our
help and support however we can. We want parents to know
that we share their goals for their (and our) kids, that we
share their challenges too, and that most importantly, we
want to work together on overcoming those challenges.

If you're wondering why we are finally starting these now,
when (as you might be able to tell from this article) I am so
Most of the parents we worked with at my previous parish
passionate about this... just thank our Adult Retreat Team. It
had never had a retreat experience, had never been in faithtakes a team of very dedicated adults who are familiar with
based small groups before, some had never been to anything
retreats to run such an event, to engage parents with such
at church besides Mass. This meant they had never had anylofty goals. And we are confident that the amazing Adult Reone talk to them person-to-person about faith, ask them for
treat Team - new this current year - can help us finally offer
their opinion or thoughts on an issue, or answer their questhis program for St. Odilia families.
tions or doubts about faith. My guess is that for most people
reading the Messenger, those kinds of conversations are fair- But if something in these goals stirs you to action, let us
ly routine. Can you imagine where your faith would be if you know! It will take more than the seven adults of our Adult
Retreat Team for this retreat to be a success. And it will take
never got to talk about it or ask questions?
much more if we want to actually follow up on this first step,
Which is why, for many of the parents with whom we worked,
and fully engage our parents in parish life and in their faith.
the retreat changed their whole perspective on the church.
But wouldn't that be a great problem to solve together - too
They had never thought or believed that anyone in the
many parents (and their kids) trying to get involved?
church cared about them, or their faith, because in their exIf you're a parent reading this by the way, the first question
perience, no one had ever taken the time to show that they
I've often been asked - no, this does not mean Confirmation
cared. And we need to work to change that experience and
fees are going up. We aren't charging anything extra for
perspective. Because if the Church didn't care about them,
why should they care about it? If even the Church didn't care these afternoon Parent/Child Retreats. They will be added to
the existing registration for our weekend-long student retreats
about their faith life, why should they? And why would they
(and the fee for those is staying the same, only now it covers
ever care about their child getting involved?
two retreats!).
If this sounds ambitious for a single afternoon; it is. But it’s a
start, a very important one. And if you're thinking about now, The first of our two parent/child retreats this year will be on
Saturday, August 26, 2017. Please pray for us as we embark
"But Scott, there are so many ways for parents to get inon this new endeavor!
volved already and have those faith conversations," you're
right, there are.
- Scott Kieffer, Youth Ministry 6-12 and Evangelization
But this is part of the new evangelization: reaching out to
people who are already in our pews and who might feel like
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Summer Youth Highlights
Our June mission trip, the first St. Odilia has done in a number of
years, was to Cheyenne River Reservation in South Dakota. A dozen
St. Odilia youth joined other parishes to work with the American
Indian locals.

Our teens worked on a variety of projects,
like a new building project, a home repair
and painting project, working with the local
food shelf and nursing home, and we
helped run a VBS-style camp all week for
local children.

We had a bigger group of teens this year for Summer Festival, a
summer camp/retreat run by Youth Leadership down at Gustavus Adolphus College.

Teens enjoyed some great campus games (like the “messy fight”
shown), amazing worship music, a fantastic speaker for the week
and much more! We were once again impressed with the programming and quality of the Christian camp.

Of course, the people are still the focus of any retreat—everything at
Summer Festival leads to our spiritually deep and often life-changing
small groups. And there’s plenty of time to make new friends too!
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Summer Youth Highlights
Summer Stretch grew considerably from last year as
well (photo to the right is only about half our group)!
It’s our once-a-week program for middle schoolers
that combines service in the morning, fun sites in the
afternoon, and plenty of faith and time with high
school role models in between!

Our Summer Stretch kids served at Second Harvest
Heartland (shown), Arc Thrift Stores (benefiting
special needs programs), Feed my Starving Children, VBS, and the Mission Warehouse Thrift store
(which supports a pregnancy care center).

For our fun sites we visited the beach, Valley Fair, Grand Slam (for
laser tag, mini golf, bumper cars and more), Bunker Beach water park
and the zoo! We also played a number of team-builders and games at
St. Odilia and Fr. Stiles even dropped in to join us!

We saw a huge growth in our second year for VBS After Hours, which is the post-VBS program designed for middle school
and high school students. We had 60 young leaders involved in this year’s program—which was part summer camp, part
leadership training.

Our competitive and out-of-the-box games were a big draw
for the students, like the “Hunger Games tournament” pictured to the left. We also had a zombie-survival game and a
brand—new “secret agent” themed game!

Of course, the games served as a fun way to start the day (and get a break
after leading the K-5 kids in the morning), before moving into the serious
components: prayer and worship music, talks on discipleship, leadership
development activities and games, small groups, and much more!
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St. Odilia CCW News
Years of Caring - St. Odilia Council of Catholic Women
“Do those ladies in CCW really sell anything at that bake sale or jewelry sale and boutique?” Some of you have asked and
even more have probably wondered. The ladies of the St. Odilia Council of Catholic Women are here to tell you that the
answer is a resounding, “YES!” Each sale earns thousands of dollars and since 2009 the group’s cash donations have exceeded $82,000. During the year St. Odilia CCW provides support for many programs and events in the parish, such as the
eighth grade essay contest, bookmarks with medals for the children making First Eucharist, Donut Sunday and more. And,
each spring, the group distributes their earnings. In 2017, a whopping $11,000 was donated to these groups:
In addition to cash donations, the group donated
over 100 quilts made by the craft group to various
groups, dozens of slippers and hats to Listening
House, and dozens of baby hats for Life Center &
Birthright. They also coordinated and delivered many
boxes of gifts to go to the poor in Appalachia in the
fall and brought many bags of new baby items from
their annual “shower” to Birthright of St. Paul in February.
Are you inspired by their energy and hearts for caring for others? Want to help with a sale or two, clean
and sort jewelry, sew, or learn something new at a
meeting? Make new friends and maybe visit with
longtime (we avoid ‘old’!) friends by joining the
women of St. Odilia CCW. All are welcome! Visit us at
the dessert counter in the Courtyard during the Fall
Festival, check out our membership information
online on the “Get Involved” tab of www.stodilia.org
or call Judy Schuelke our membership chair at
651-485-3520 for information.

ST ODILIA AUXILLIARY KITCHEN NEEDS
ST ODILIA YOUTH FORMATION (including Mission trip help)
ST ODILIA ADULT EDUCATION (for 2017-18 programs)
ST ODILIA CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
ST ODILIA Special Religious Ed (SPRED)
ST ODILIA BOY SCOUTS
ST ODILIA SARAH’S TABLE (Door prizes)
ST. ODILIA CHARITY FUND
CRADLE OF HOPE
FRANCISCAN BROTHERS
KITUI, AFRICA ACCW
FR. PETERSON/VENEZUELA
JOSEPH’S COAT
LISTENING HOUSE
LITTLE SISTERS OF THE POOR
OUR LADY OF PEACE
ST. PAUL SEMINARY
SUSQUEHANNA
VISITATION MONASTERY
MADONNA PLAN
RALPH REEDER FOOD SHELF
PHILOMENA HOUSE

Welcome New Parishioners!
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May 2017 — July 2017

May 2017

June 2017

July 2017

Jamie and Laura Colby
Erika
James
Mary Flor
Helen Heisler
Kyle and Aline Niehues
Dorothy
Adam and Susan Schmidt
Easton
Christian
Gabriella
William and Kelli Schmitz
William “Liam” Jr.
Kira
Bernard Wiwel and Kaye Abel

Joe and Elizabeth Peck
Brynn
William

Karen and Jim Hobart

Matt and Emily Holton
Thomas
David Peterson and Anita Ngo-Peterson
Joseph
Devan
Mr. and Mrs. James Kiedrowski
Jordan and Beth VanHeel
Caleb
Teresa Schoener
Theodore
David and Thelma Wilson
Dalphine
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1,500
750
750
500
200
200
300
1,500
100
300
200
400
150
300
150
100
200
400
300
1,500
800
400

St. Odilia’s Healing Legacy

Reprinted by permission from the Province of St. Odilia
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We remember and pray for those who have gone before us.

Barbara Joan McShane May 21, 1941 – April 5, 2017
Just short of her 76th birthday, Barbara died of “complications from
Alzheimer’s”. When I met Barbara in 1956, she had just turned 15.
She was the cousin of my best friend. He asked me to ride along with
him and his parents for a two-day trip to visit his aunt, uncle and
cousin in Pennsylvania. I agreed. That would be the beginning of
many journeys that would become a focus of our life together
through the rest of her life.
Soon after that visit, Barbara and her family moved to Wilmington,
Delaware, so she could have continuity with her high school years.
She was in the top of her class at Wilmington High School and then
the University of Delaware. She passed all of her academic requirements and certification to practice as a Medical Technologist as well
as
a microbiologist. While we were in high school, Barbara would either visit me or I would visit her in Delaware. We had good
friends in both place. After we started college, Every Friday afternoon I would hitchhike from the University of Maryland to
the University of Delaware to join Barbara for the weekend or her parents would bring her to the University of Maryland.
Just as Barbara started her last year of study at the University of Delaware, I was drafted into the Army. We were married
December 22, 1962, during Barbara’s holiday break and my Christmas leave from the Army. In January Barbara returned to
complete her final semester and I returned to Ft. Bragg (Fayetteville, NC). The week after Barbara’s graduation at the University of Delaware, we packed what few belongings we had in our little Corsair and headed south. We never returned to
the communities in which we each grew up except for brief visits with family. Our journey that would define the development of our lives individually and as a family had begun. Barbara and I lived in 14 states and made 18 moves (we lived in
several states multiple times). Barbara gave birth to our four children in four different states within five and a half years.
Our home was a very busy household for many years.
When we first started our life together, Barbara began working as a Medical Technologist in a hospital outside of Ft. Bragg
to supplement my $99/month Army salary. When my Army tour of active duty was finished, we moved back to the Washington D.C. area where Barbara was hired as a Microbiologist at the National Institutes of Health (NIH), our nation’s medical research center. That enabled me to return to the University of Maryland and complete my degree. She worked seven
days a week for two years. I was overwhelmed with gratitude for her commitment to our life together. Her lab was primarily responsible for children with leukemia. It was so humbling to see her compassion for those children with Leukemia that
she served during those years. The only events that humbled me more were the gifts of the births of Erin, Brian, Alison and
Tara. Oh, how our family grew in love, perseverance, resilience, compassion, independence and a confirmation that ALL
people deserve to be respected with no exceptions. We, her family, will honor the vision Barbara and I formed and we
both shared in the joy of watching second and third generations growing up. Our family’s children are Barbara’s legacy.
Pride in our children, grandchildren and great grandchildren was the greatest Joy in her life. The impact of her vision of our
family and guidance will impact generations of our families. She fully accepted that responsibility every day of her life since
the birth of our oldest child, Erin.
The most enjoyable journey of our lives was on a Harley-Davidson (see picture above). We road from Charleston, SC to
Milwaukee and then up to Madison, WI, and then rode back to Charleston.
All journeys were a great accomplishment for an only child who suffered greatly from her experience of loneliness and
fears in her childhood. We tried all of our life together to eradicate the scars of her childhood experiences. As we met each
challenge together in life over 61 years, little could we have imagined that a pain in Barbara’s leg would signal the victory
of a terrible foe, Alzheimer’s, a foe that we could not overcome no matter how hard we fought.
Our life’s journey for the last 61 years will continue to serve as my guide until my end of days. Barbara, I love you and I always will.
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We remember and pray for those who have gone before us.

Patricia M. Driscoll, February 28, 1922 – April 2, 2017
Pat was born in St. Paul to Joseph and Florence Molitor and grew up on the East Side in St.
Patrick’s Parish. She was a proud graduate of Johnson High School. After graduation, she
worked for Northwestern Hanna Fuel Company in the Midway area and then for the Prudential Life Insurance Company in downtown St. Paul.
Pat got to know her husband, John, by writing letters to him while he was stationed in the
South Pacific during World War II. They had met originally in the Patrician Club, a club for
young adults. After the war, Pat and John were married on September 13, 1947. They
shared 46 years of marriage. Pat and John had two daughters, Kathleen and Patricia (named
after her mother). Sadly, Patricia died as the result of an automobile accident at the age of
21.
Pat loved her faith, her family, and her friends. She was an active member of St. John’s Parish in Little Canada for many years and volunteered at St. Patrick’s as well. She loved animals, golfing, being outdoors, and feeding the birds. The “hummers” were her favorites.
While she had her aches and pains, Pat remained mentally alert and mobile right up to the
end. She would often remind me when our taxes were due!
Mom is very much missed by her daughter, Kathy, son-in-law Bob, sister-in-law Bobbie Driscoll and many nieces and nephews. Rest in peace, Mom.

YOU CAN HELP US TO REDUCE MAILING COSTS!
Each winter, we have many pieces of mail returned from the post office for individuals who were “temporarily away”. Each returned piece
of mail, costs St. Odilia first class postage rates even if it is mailed as third class mail. If you have plans to be away for longer that one
week during the colder months in Minnesota, please take a few minutes to complete the form below
and drop it into the
collection basket or mail it to:
St. Odilia Parish Center Office
3495 N. Victoria St.
Shoreview, MN 55126
***Or you can e-mail this information to: bulletin@stodilia.org***

DO YOU HAVE PLANS TO BE AWAY???
Please select one option and provide your name and address information:
A) Please do not forward my mail ___________
Date leaving Minnesota: ___________ Date back in Minnesota: ___________

B) Please forward my mail ___________
Date leaving Minnesota: ___________ Date back in Minnesota: ___________
Name:___________________________________ Env. #________
Current Address: ________________________________________
City, State, Zip: _________________________________________
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St. Odilia Prayer Garden
One of the most moving ceremonies of the Church is the rite of Christian interment. Since the opening of our Saint Odilia Prayer Garden, many interments have
taken place for in-ground burials as well as niche entombments. Families and friends
gather to share the prayers of the Church as we commend our loved one to God. For
many of our interments, a procession from the church to the Prayer Garden is led by
a cross bearer and presider, followed by a hearse or a family member carrying an
urn. For others who request a private interment, this ceremony is held at a later
time.

Veterans may be honored in our Prayer Garden as well. In
August, Gary Kremer, longtime parishioner was interred in a
niche in the Prayer Garden with military honors followed by
the Committal prayers led by Father Stiles. Gary's Godson,
currently in the military, was honored to both carry his urn
and present the flag to Gary's wife, Gerri.

Our Saint Odilia Prayer Garden now features a Memorial Wall where
those who are interred elsewhere may be remembered. The first twenty
granite squares have been installed and soon engraving will be added.
Through the generosity of Flip and Patricia Spanier and
others, the Memorial Wall has become a beautiful feature
in the Prayer Garden. The names of Patricia Spanier, who
died this summer and her grandson, Maximus Stinnett,
both buried in the Saint John's Abbey Cemetery will be engraved. Ernie Willlenbring, a wonderfully talented and dedicated Prayer Garden volunteer, buried in Roselawn Cemetery will also be remembered on the Memorial Wall.
Forms for purchasing the granite squares are located in the
parish office or on the parish website in the Prayer Garden
area. The cost of the granite square which can include two
or three names is $500.00 and engraving, per name is currently $150.00.
Questions about the memorial wall, niches or in-ground burial spaces can be directed to Lynne Schriver-Sheedy at
651.653.3777 or prayergarden@stodilia.org
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Two New Staff Members to the Parish Administrative Team!

In August, Pam Rogers joined our administrative team in the role of Parish Accountant. Her financial management experience and previous role in non-profit accounting with Career Management
Services in Plymouth and the Carpenters & Joiners Apprenticeship Training Center in St. Paul will
be a great attribute to the Administrative Staff of St. Odilia. Pam resides in Lino Lakes with her husband Larry and they enjoy family time at their cabin.
In July, Amy Etten joined the parish office staff in the role of Administrative Assistant – Parish Records and Communications. Amy is a familiar face at St. Odilia, having served in the role of Chair/CoChair for the School Parent Action Association (PAA) in a volunteer capacity during the time that her
children attended St. Odilia School. Amy’s professional experience includes a degree in Business Administration. She brings communication skills and records management skills to her new role along
with a heart for our ministry at St. Odilia.
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Are You Moving?
If you are moving we would like to know so we can keep our records current and our postage costs down.
Please fill out the form below and return it by dropping it into the collection basket at any Mass, or by
mailing it to: St. Odilia Parish Center Office, 3495 N. Victoria, Shoreview, MN 55126
Name: _______________________________________________________ Env. #: _______________
Old Address: __________________________________ City, State, Zip: ________________________
New Address: _________________________________ City, State, Zip: ________________________
Email Address: __________________________________________
New Phone (Include area code): _________________ Effective Date: ________________________
I/We will be staying in the parish:

Y ______ N ________

Newsletter Team:

Corporate Board Members:

Amy Etten, Mary Holmes and staff
consultants.

Most Rev. Bernard A. Hebda, Archbishop
Very Rev. Charles Lachowitzer, Vicar General
Rev. Phillip Rask, Vice President
Greg Gerlach, Trustee Treasurer
Mary Nussbaum, Trustee Secretary

The St. Odilia Messenger is a publication of the Catholic Community of St.
Odilia, 3495 North Victoria, Shoreview,
Minnesota, 55126. Each issue is distributed to registered parishioners.
To receive a copy, register by calling
651-484-6681.

651-291-4400
651-291-4430
651-484-6681

St. Odilia Parish Phone Numbers:
Parish Office
Parish Office Fax
School Office
Faith Formation Office
Faith Formation/Latino Ministry Fax

651-484-6681
651-484-0780
651-484-3364
651-415-3329
651-789-3118

The NEXT Newsletter Deadline: Please submit articles for the WINTER issue of The Messenger
by Wednesday, November 1, 2017. They may be sent by email to messenger@stodilia.org or dropped at
the parish office. Electronic submissions are appreciated. Pictures (jpg files) are welcome but please describe each photo with caption text if possible.

VISION AND MISSION
VISION
To joyfully live the Gospel by knowing, loving, and serving God and one another.
MISSION
We are a Catholic community of faith that welcomes every person to grow in holiness and draw closer
to Jesus Christ through…
 Worship and Evangelization
 Faith Formation and Education
 Works of Charity and Justice
… every day and at every stage of life.
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Sept. 9/10 ~ Fall Festival Gospel Choir sings at 5:00, 9:00 and 11:00
Sept. 16/17 ~ Faith Formation Sunday; 6:00 p.m. Mass resumes
Sept. 17 ~ Parish Choirs resumes 9 am Mass
Oct 1 ~ Hand bell choir resumes 11am Mass
Oct 27 ~ Trunk or Treat at 6:00 p.m.
Nov. 6 ~ In Remembrance Service at 7:00 p.m.
Nov. 25/26 ~ Feast of Christ the King – all Masses
Nov. 23 ~ Thanksgiving Day Mass at 9:00 am
Dec. 2/3 ~ First Sunday of Advent – all Masses
Dec. 6 ~ Advent Lessons and Carols at 6:45 p.m.
Dec. 10 ~ Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe/Our Lady of Guadalupe
at 12:45pm Mass

Looking Ahead ...

