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from our pastor

Fr. Rask

In January of 2015 I announced the commencement of the Our Faith Our Family Our
Future capital campaign for the expansion and refurbishing of our parish campus.
That campaign was itself the culmination of a multi-year planning process. As I
write this article for the Messenger, I am elated to announce that our construction
contractor is even now applying the finishing touches to our new additions and
remodeled space. And we are getting our parking lot back as the construction
footprint gradually disappears!
We formally broke ground on May 21, 2017 and Archbishop Hebda blessed and dedicated the new additions
one year later on May 13, 2018. After the 9:00 am Mass on that Sunday, parishioners toured the new construction: a new music practice facility for our musicians and music program, new and refurbished classrooms that double as adult meeting rooms in the evening, a new youth meeting room-lounge, a new library/
media center, a science lab and classroom (the envy of any high school, the Archbishop said), new conference rooms, and not the least important: more restrooms!
A remodeled A-wing will house our faith formation and Latino ministry teams. The link that joins the two
second stories of the school and an elevator ensures that the entire facility is accessible to all our parishioners. The entire building is now air-conditioned and our HVAC systems have been upgraded to be more energy efficient. Building security, data networks and our fire alarm system have been upgraded and can now be
managed as part of our automated building system controls. Finally, broken concrete sidewalks are being
replaced, crews are landscaping and our staff is busy painting rooms and corridors and polishing and waxing
floors. A new, electronic sign is about to be installed on Victoria, at long last. By the end of August, the
teachers and parish staff will have moved into their new rooms and will have prepared them for the important work of education in the faith.
There is a still a “funding gap,” the difference between what the buildings cost and what the capital campaign has raised thus far. The gap is about one million dollars and is currently funded through debt. I will
shortly reach out to you who have been so generous to ask whether you would consider extending your
pledge payments for one more year. That would be one-third or one-fourth of your total pledge. I have already done so myself and expect to do it yet again next year. Won’t you join me?
Even more important is our dedication to the renewal of this community of disciples. The real church of
Saint Odilia is the people who meet here to worship and to grow in faith and holiness. The real work of the
parish, our mission, our task, is to grow in faith and love, in holiness on our life’s journey. I want to call your
attention to all the programs we have here that provide an opportunity to grow in knowledge of the faith.
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Saint Odilia school (now a PreK-8 school) is the oldest and most extensive of our parish ministries. There are
new and exciting things happening in the new school year about to begin. Enrollment has increased and we
now have three classrooms per grade in kindergarten through second-grade to accommodate the growth
that begins with our preschool. We have added an additional preschool classroom (for a total of six classrooms) and currently have a wait list for our preschool programs.
As part of our growth in this important ministry for the youngest among us, we have created a focus for a
new, early childhood ministry called ‘Faithful Beginnings of St. Odilia’. Faithful Beginnings will unify our current early childhood offerings of preschool, Sunday school, Sunday nursery, parent/toddler music classes
and VBS, and creates the opportunity for a new Early Catholic Family Life (ECFL) program for parents and
their children. Look for future announcements about this exciting change.
Adults can grow in their faith through the RCIA program which is designed for those interested in becoming
Catholic. It provides a wonderful survey of Catholic teaching on Wednesday evenings from October through
April. Non-Catholic spouses of Catholics often take the course, as well as Catholics who want to receive the
Sacrament of Confirmation. Others are welcome, too. Other adult formation opportunities are detailed in
this publication and include daytime and evening bible studies, small group studies and book study groups.
You may even want to deepen your faith by volunteering in our Faith Formation ministry as a catechist,
adult leader or volunteer in Sp.R.Ed., a program for developmentally disabled adults. Our new space provides the opportunity for renewal in the task of nourishing and fostering our parish community through
prayer, participation, and generosity. We begin by asking God’s blessing on us and our work, remembering
that if God does not build the house, those who labor do so in vain.
~In Christ,

Ribbon Cutting Ceremony and Grand Re-Opening
We invite you to a “ribbon-cutting” and grand
re-opening immediately following 5:00 p.m. Mass
on Saturday, September 8. We’ll gather in front of
the new northwest school entrance, where the
ribbon cutting ceremony will begin. Afterwards, until 7:00 p.m., you’re invited once again to tour all of
the new and remodeled areas, now occupied and
ready for a new beginning. View our spacious, secure, and well-lit school lobby, stroll through the
hall toward our Faith Formation and Latino Ministry
offices. Check out the new Library/Media Center, Science Lab and Computer and Learning Labs. Stop by the
Fall Festival for food, fun and fellowship! There is much to see and even more to be grateful for here at St.
Odilia. We hope you will join us as we celebrate this important moment in our community.
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St. Odilia Endowment Fund
Many Reasons Why People Give to the St. Odilia Endowment Fund
Charitable giving is a personal, as well as, financial decision that provides an opportunity for the giver to affirm
important values and make a difference to those in need. Distributions made from the St. Odilia Endowment
Fund support over 100 ministries and programs that benefit the St. Odilia Community. The following are a few of
the many individual reasons why people have chosen to support the St. Odilia Endowment Fund:

















They can designate their gift to a specific sub-fund that supports a ministry important to them.
Wish to support St. Odilia School that has been a positive influence for their children.
Donor enjoys the gift of our many music ministries.
They have been greatly blessed and want to give back in a meaningful way.
The parish community provides numerous opportunities for fellowship.
Our 100+ ministries benefit all of us in one way or another, young or old, financially strong or poor, healthy
or sick.
Our wonderful worship experience.
A memorial donation can be given as a tribute to remember a loved one forever.
Because they have a heart-connection to St. Odilia.
The gift principal will never be spent.
Their gift provides grants supporting the parish’s mission where the parish operating budget otherwise could
not.
You can contribute to the St. Odilia Endowment Fund with a gift that does not tap into your current cash
assets.
They are alumni of St. Odilia School and want to pay their thanks forward.
They want to see and experience first-hand the benefits to the parish from their gift.
They are proud to be a benefactor and hope their name on the Donor Board inspires others to do the same.
St. Odilia is recognized as having an endowment fund that is a model cited in the archdiocese as the way to
create and manage a perpetual endowment.

Build Your Financial House
on Solid Ground Workshops
Back by Popular Demand!!
Fr. Rask and the Stewardship Council invite you to a series of FREE personal financial planning workshops to provide education on financial topics ranging from Developing a Wealth Mindset to Estate and Legacy Planning. The
4-week series will be held in the Parish Conference Room on Thursday evenings: September 27, October 4, 18,
and 25th, from 6:30-8:00. Watch the bulletin for more information.
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Stewardship
“Grateful and Generous”
Proverbs 11:24-25 “There is one who scatters, and yet increases all the more, And there is
one who withholds what is justly due, and yet it results only in want. The generous man
will be prosperous, And he who waters will himself be watered.”
As the harvest time is upon us, it is time to reflect on our many blessings in the past, present and future to see how generous God has been in our lives.
Stewardship involves far more than just your money and material goods. Among the resources God has given you are your talents, abilities, skills, experiences, energy, time, strength, spiritual gifts,
creative ideas, and much more. God has given you all that you have and all that you are. Everything about you
and all that you will ever be are His gifts to you. His desire is that you will give back to Him all that you are and
all that you produce.
God is much more interested in our attitude for generosity than the amount of our giving. He's much more interested in the quality of the giver instead of the quantity of the gift. God looks at our motive for giving. He
wants us to be generous because we want to be generous, because we are moved to continue His work.
Giving is a responsibility. But more than that, it's an opportunity
There are many opportunities within the St Odilia community to be generous and grateful. During the month of
October, you will be asked to prayerfully consider your annual giving to the parish, to help St Odilia continue the
mission “to grow in holiness and draw closer to Jesus Christ through Worship, Evangelization, Faith Formation,
Education and Works of Charity and Justice”
Our annual covenant drive provides the opportunity to renew your covenant with God. This covenant is a commitment to the parish ministries, which would not be available to the community without your support.
Thank you for your past commitment. Please prayerfully consider your annual covenant of grateful and generous giving.

CALLING ALL ST. ODILIA SCHOOL ALUMNI!!
We are very excited to announce the remodeling and expansion of St. Odilia School is nearing completion -- just
in time to welcome 620 students, an increase of more than 70 students over last year! We invite you to join us
on Saturday, September 8 for a Ribbon-Cutting Ceremony following the 5 p.m. Mass, and tours of the new school
space. Stop by the Fall Festival for food, fun, and fellowship!! While at the Festival, stop by the Alumni Booth to
find out what's happening at St. Odilia School.
Friends of St. Odilia School (alumni, parents of alumni, and school supporters) who register at our booth will
receive a chance to win a basket of St. Odilia School Spirit Wear. Fall Festival hours are: September 8 from 3:00
p.m. to 10:00 p.m., and September 9 from 12:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.
We are hoping to see as many alumni as possible, so feel free to forward this to friends, family, and former
classmates who may not be on our e-mail list yet!
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It’s almost time for the

St. Odilia

49th Annual

FALL FESTIVAL!
The 49th annual Fall Festival is a weekend on the St. Odilia campus you do not want to miss! Live music,
games, entertainment, a marketplace, bingo on Sunday, inflatables, a silent auction and a raffle with 20 prizes,
for a total prize winnings of $10,000! The prize winnings have been graciously donated by three sponsors, and
an additional seven other businesses donated the cost of the printing. Thanks to the generosity of our donors,
proceeds from each raffle ticket sold will go directly to St. Odilia.
I have often been asked why I have continued to chair the Fall Festival for the past nine years. The answer is
simple: I get to interact with an amazing group of leaders who challenge me, support each other and gather
together monthly for five months to identify how we can plan and organize a weekend event where we engage
in celebration, some fundraising, and most importantly building and renewing friendships within the St. Odilia
faith community.
Nine years ago I had just finished a leadership program and I was praying about where and how I could use my
untapped leadership skills in a workplace setting or in volunteer experiences. That April, during time and talent
weekend I checked a box on the form titled ’Leadership Chair for Fall Festival’. Shortly after that, in early May, I
received a phone call from the parish office asking me if I was truly interested in this role. After a long and detailed conversation with Carolyn B, I said yes, but I couldn’t take on any responsibilities until early June. Carolyn
said she could work with that because if not, St. Odilia would probably stop having a festival after 41 years.
Each year has been an amazingly gratifying experience. Working with self-directed leaders who run their venues, believe in the mission and purpose of the festival, and who use their creative talents each year while having fun—is a gift! We believe in each other, bring out the best in each other, and often pray for one another.
The leadership team is a passionate group of individuals who have become their own small family within the
larger community of the Festival. Thank you for joining us! Thanks for your time to help staff a venue! Thanks
for your donations big or small.
St. Odilia is truly a blessed community and we, the leadership team, hope you find the worship services this festival weekend, along with the indoor and outdoor activities, an engaging experience. If you are new to the Festival, please make sure you reach out to a team member wearing a red shirt and we will welcome you, introduce you to others. For those of you who are celebrating for the 49 th year, thanks for continuing to come back
and support the festival in the many ways you do. Next year will be our 50 th! I wonder what the 2019 festival
will look like?
With Gratitude and Joy,
Patricia Brokman
Fall Festival Chair
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49th Annual St. Odilia Fall Festival
Silent Auction
Shhh…. Be quiet, very, very quiet….. It’s Silent Auction Season…..
OK. No. Make all the noise you want as you walk down the rows of items artfully put
together for your bidding pleasure. You never know what great items have been donated and combined until you walk the auction and see the wide variety of great baskets on which to bid. And of course, you won’t take anything home unless you
bid! No one wants to hear the sound of pens scratching out bids on paper. So make
your bids and make lots of noise as you scratch bid entries, possibly, in the amount
that will make you the winner!
The silent auction is “quietly” open through the Fall Festival. All bids must be in by
3:30 p.m. on Sunday.

Live Auction
Looking for excitement! Then the live auction is for you. Bid with others on all sorts of donated items. Cars,
boats, snowmobiles, games, furniture…… the list goes
on. Nothing matches excitement like a good bidding
war on like a new DVD player! Come, be part of the
fun. Hone your bidding skills and take home some
great donated items!
The live auction begins at 6:30 p.m. on Saturday evening and goes until the last item has sold!

Bingo
BINGO! Shouted loud and proud brings elation to one person and disappointment to everyone else! You could
be that one person who fills the row, column or diagonal and takes home some cash. Always a popular event at
the fall festival. Bingo is an easy game to learn for first timers and a great pastime for all. Feel free to sit down,
buy a game or two (or more!) and clear your throat because you could be the next Bingo winner! Daubers up
everyone! Bingo is in the Courtyard Sunday starting at 12:30 p.m.

Coffeehouse Live
Ah, the coffeehouse. A place that enables social interaction and a comfortable spot to listen to popular music
with friends. Before Starbucks became as commonplace as McDonald’s, a local coffeehouse would be a place not
just for buying coffee. It was filled with artists, musicians, and furniture not unlike that which you may find at a
friend’s house. The whole atmosphere felt like you were visiting a friend’s home with the added bonus of being
able to order any type of coffee and enjoy the action on a small performance stage.
So begins our first annual Fall Festival Coffeehouse! Here is a place to sit with
friends with your favorite Fall Festival beverage and perhaps a warm bag of
Sweet Odilia Cookies and enjoy the awesome musical talent of fellow St. Odilia
parishioners. For the performers it is a chance to get up and sing, backed up by
a band made up of our own Dan Perry and Jim Allen. Who hasn’t dreamt of
that! (OK, I’m a singer and I have dreamt of that!) For everyone, this is a nice
place to sit and enjoy popular music performed by really talented people.
The Coffeehouse is open from 6-10 p.m. on Saturday. Music, always a key feature at our Fall Festival, will also be available on Saturday from 3-5 p.m. and
Sunday 12-4:30 p.m.. The music venue is always easy to find. Follow the melody!!!
8

Market Place
Here is another spot to explore at the Fall Festival! Walk the aisles of the Farmers Market and pick up some local produce harvested in local fields. Grab a book or two from the Book Nook. What is better than curling up
with a good book and having a nice treat from the Fall Festival dessert table? The Market Place is open through
the run of the Fall Festival.

Kids Games
OK. We are going to load our kids up with sugar and all types of great kid foods during the Fall Festival. Here’s a
way to burn off all those calories. There are a lot of opportunities for kids to play games at the festival. The
Cake Walk, Bottle Blast, Candy House and other kid-friendly games are available. For those tykes with abundant
energy (OK, all tykes!) there are inflatables. Let the kids run and jump and play with each other in these fun
blow-ups! And who knows, you may be there when some adults settle some challenges! Always a fun time.
Kid games are available throughout the Fall Festival.

Raffle
Who doesn’t want to win big money! This year’s raffle is bigger and better than ever! The prizes are all cash. All
$10,000 in prize money has been donated. Printing costs were donated, too. That means every dollar you spend
on raffle tickets goes directly to St. Odilia Parish! 100%! So, buy raffle tickets, sell raffle tickets. You could be
the big winner!
The drawing for the raffle will be held at 4:30 p.m. on Sunday in the outdoor tent. You don’t need to be present
to win.

TAKE A CHANCE ON THE 2018 FALL FESTIVAL QUILTS
Our parish quilters have completed this year’s opportunity
quilts, Ribbon Fantasy (100” X 113”) and Ribbon Mini (18” X
20”). The pattern for the large quilt was designed by Kim Brackett and originally published in her Scrap Basket pattern book
series as “Christmas Ribbons”. Her work may be seen at
www.magnoliabayquilts.blogspot.com.
Ribbon Fantasy was quilted by Gail Carlson of After-All Long Arm
Quilting (www.a-alaq.com). Ribbon Mini is a different pattern
made from the larger quilt’s scraps. See both quilts and buy
your quilt raffle tickets
in the St. Odilia Courtyard after Masses during Fall Festival Volunteer
Recruitment Weekend and in the gym throughout the Festival activities. The winning tickets will be drawn by an impartial and ordained
festival goer at the close of the Festival activities.
The drawing for the quilt will be held at 4:30 p.m. on Sunday in the
outdoor tent. You don’t need to be present to win.
5 chances for $5.00 or $2.00 apiece.
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49h Annual St. Odilia Fall Festival
Food Trucks Return
Food trucks were a huge hit last year! And they will be back again in 2018! Sure, the trucks were a necessity
last year due to the building expansion project that limited our festival space. They were also a big hit and we
are bringing them back!
Many people ask why not go back to the food tent we’ve known
for years. The food trucks actually save costs by reducing the
amount of equipment and food purchasing we have made in the
past. Ice machines, refrigerator trucks, snow cone machines, hand
washing stations and many other items were necessary to prepare
and grill our own food. These expenses have significantly increased
over the years. The time to organize and set-up a restaurant that
was in business for two days also became more complex. Not the
least, the number of volunteers needed to staff the food area expanded as we increased our ever growing
menu. We are grateful for all the efforts of so many people who filled the condiment bars, washed trays, took
orders and grilled, not to mention running fryers on hot festival days!
Food trucks allow us to reduce the number
of volunteers at the Festival by eliminating
set-up, cleaning and take down. Many
hours of work happen before and after our
Festival as well as the ongoing work keeping our food fresh and abundant. Many of
you communicated that you enjoyed volunteering fewer hours during the Festival and just being present the on weekend to ENJOY the Festival.
Our overall goal is to provide an enjoyable atmosphere where you can connect with family, friends and meet
new people. Food trucks help provide that atmosphere. Last year’s trucks received a lot of favorable reviews. There were also many suggestions on other food that we could provide. We heard you!
This year will bring a new group of food trucks. You will see
some of last year’s favorites return with a few new menus to explore! Count on a great variety of burgers, brats, fries, cheese ,
barbecue, ice cream, gyros, Mexican and more. Come and be
surprised! By the way, St Odilia receives 15% of all food truck
sales which is standard in the industry, without the expense.
But, you might ask, what about my Sweet Odilia Cookies? These
Festival favorites will never go away. In addition, we sell homemade desserts, beer, wine, margaritas, soda and water, too. You will find cookies, pop and water in the gymnasium hallway, desserts in the Courtyard and adult beverages with pop and water in the outdoor tent.
So…. We have food covered in 2018!
10
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We are most grateful for the generous sponsorship
of the following businesses for our 2018 Fall Festival:
Raffle Prize Money
 Premier Bank
 Langer Construction
 NAC Mechanical and Electrical
Raffle Printing Expenses
 Grandmas Bakery
 Impressive Print
 JWT Insurance
 Little Venetian Inn
 North America Banking
 TST Creative Catering
 Vanneste Group Edina Reality

Bingo

Catholic United Financial
Kids Games
 Peoples Bank
Live Music
 Station 19 Architects
Business Sponsors
 Generation Builders
 Bad Weather Brewery
 Ries Electric Company


The St. Odilia Musical Ministry
is pleased to announce the 2019 Musical Ministry production:

Based on stories of P.L. Travers & the Walt Disney Film
Original music and lyrics by Richard M. Sherman and Robert B. Sherman
Book by Julian Fellowes
New songs, additional music & lyrics by George Stiles and Anthony Drewe
Co-Created by Cameron Mackintosh

We invite you to join us!
Kickoff Meeting: Oct. 27, 2018 at 9:00 a.m. in the cafeteria
Auditions: Oct. 27, 29 and 30, 2018
Rehearsals Begin: Nov. 5, 2018
Performances: March 1-3, 2019
Questions regarding auditions can be directed to Deb Darling at: djdarling@usfamily.net.
If you are interested in working behind the scenes on publicity, ticket sales, costumes, sets & props, post
-show hospitality, ushering (any or all of the above), please contact Jerry Ruhland at
jmruhland3@gmail.com.
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St. Odilia Vacation Bible School
St. Odilia Vacation Bible School was July 23rd- 27th, 2018
VBS was such a wonderful success this year!
We had almost 300 kids singing and learning about God all week!
Over 100 Youth Volunteers helped guide all those kids!
Plus 40 parents and other Adult Volunteers led the stations for Singing, Crafts, Bible Stories, Kid Vid,
Snacks and Games. It was a wonderful team effort.
AMAZING!
Thursday night was our VBS Concert. We had an incredible
turnout! Our Mission Project this week was gathering money
and school supplies to donate to Ralph Reeder Food Shelf. We
gathered over 151 pounds of markers, notebooks, backpacks,
scissors, pens, pencils, and glue sticks! WOW! In addition to
that, we raised $608.82 for more items to be purchased for
school supplies for families in need! What a God Sighting!
Thank you to all who participated and helped make this year
an amazing Shipwreck! The support of the parish and St.

Family Faith Formation for grades K-5
Classes begin Wednesday, September 19
Family Faith Program is an innovative K-5 Catholic religious education program based on the principle that parents have the most influence on the faith of their children. New this year: First grade students may register for
monthly Family Faith on our regular Wednesday evening schedule or may enroll our new class offered at 9 a.m.
on Sunday. Families will also receive an email twice a month with great resources to use at home with your
family. Check out the St. Odilia Faith Formation page to register. Please contact Brenda McLennan with any
questions: mclennan@stodilia.org

Sunday School at St. Odilia begins on Sunday, September 16
Children age three-Kindergarten are invited to join in this fun program while their parents worship at the 9:00
a.m. or 11:00 a.m. Mass. We offer lessons based on the Sunday Gospel. We also do a craft each week as well
as SING! We have a music time with traditional songs as well as VBS favorites. Sunday School is offered September through April and registration is required. You can register online (www.stodilia.org). The fee per child
is $50. Please contact Janet Etten with any questions: etten@stodilia.org
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Successful Summer of Ministry
We want to thank all of our families who participated in our slate of great summer programs,
and for all those kids who made them such a blast!

VBS After Hours

The post-VBS program for 6-12th graders continued to be our largest summer program, with over 50 students
joining us for the camp. It's part ministry and leadership training, and part outside games - but all of it was fun!

Summer Emmaus

Our usual Sunday night program - focusing on prayer, discussion and discipleship - gets an extra component
with the longer summer schedule, as we add in some great team-building games to take advantage of the
weather. Our Slip-n-Slide Kickball, giant sidewalk chalk Monopoly, and food competition (inspired by the show
"Cutthroat Kitchen") were some of the more unusual and popular evenings!
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Summer Fest

Our group grew again this year for the 4-day Christian camp down at Gustavus. The positive atmosphere and
amazing camp staff really make the week what it is and set us up for some fantastic conversations about faith.
And Summer Fest boasts some very unique (and messy) games that our teens won't soon forget!

Summer Stretch

We ventured into some new service opportunities and fun sites for the long-running middle school program,
Summer Stretch. With high school leaders at the front, we served in a senior care facility, packed food for local
food-kitchens, and helped at a thrift store to benefit adults with special needs.
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Middle School & High School Youth Ministry
What's the right step for your child?
We've got many youth programs this year and wanted a mini-guide to which one is which,
to help out our parents!

Middle School
Just getting into their faith? Or not feeling very connected yet?

Faith Spark is the once-a-month large group event for six to eighth graders. We meet in the Courtyard on
Wednesday evenings from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. It aims to make kids' time at church fun and exciting, while using
high school leaders for quick, relatable talks and short small group sessions. A great intro to youth ministry!

Middle schooler looking for more?
M.S. After Hours is our new Thursday afternoon program and is a chance for middle schoolers to connect more
with their peers and go a little more deeply into learning about their faith. We meet from 4:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.
in the new youth room and starts with some "open game time" to help kids ease into the new environment.
Then there's a mini-talk, some conversation and a big game together!
Middle & High School Lifeline events are a huge teen Mass/worship concert held once a month on Saturday at
the NET Center in St. Paul. Over 1,000 youth attend each month for the great music, inspiring and engaging
speakers, and a teen Mass in the middle of the event that's unlike any other in the Twin Cities. Open to 7-12th
graders.
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High School Youth Ministry
Looking for the next step after Confirmation?
Emmaus Nights are our weekly Sunday night programs, named for the retreat-like feel (a reference to
the disciples’ encounter with Christ on the road to
Emmaus). We meet on Sundays from 6:00 p.m. to
9:00 p.m. These are very relaxed nights focusing on
authentic conversation and moving prayer experiences. The main way our high schoolers continue to grow and work on their own faith while making friends!
Theology Hour is not exactly an hour, and it's not like any theology class or lecture. These are couch conversations about God, aiming to answer teens' lingering questions and help them make sense of the more confusing
aspects of faith. It's low-key, low pressure time to chat and do Q&A with their peers. We meet in the new youth
room every other Thursday from 3:45 p.m. to 4:45 p.m.
Thinking about giving back?
MoSo Team is a team for high schoolers who help out on Thursday afternoons with our middle school events.
It's an easy way to start giving back, by just being a good role model and helping kids have fun!
Spark Team is a level up from the MoSo team, as these leaders help plan and carry out the high-energy, exciting Faith Spark nights! There are plenty of chances to shine as we make funny videos, run goofy games, and
lead the students in their groups and up on the stage.

Getting serious about making a difference?
Retreat Team is the most popular of our leadership teams because they have the greatest opportunity to truly
change lives. This team meets Tuesdays 4-6 p.m. in the youth room, to plan and orchestrate our many highquality retreats. Our team leaders help with everything from skits to talks, leading prayer and games, even
setting the schedules and themes. We ease new members into the team, but the ceiling is high for this one with
the amount of responsibility with which
we trust these teens. They're the best of
the best, so it's no wonder participants of
the teams work the hardest to be included
in this group!

17

Adult Faith Formation
NEW series this fall! - Daytime bible for adults
September 12 - Catholics and the Bible
2:15-3:45 p.m., Courtyard—Presenter: Lucy Arimond

October 4 - Encountering the Compassionate God of the Bible
1:45-3:45 p.m., repeat 7-9 p.m., Courtyard—Presenter: Arthur E. Zannoni

November, date TBD – Getting Ready to Hear Luke
1:45-3:45 p.m., repeat 7-9 p.m., Courtyard—Presenter: Fr. Phil Rask
We know the bible has deep insights that can help us to do God’s work in our daily lives, but where do we start?
St Odilia is introducing a new series of daytime programs of adult faith formation. We’re starting out with afternoon and evening sessions once a month in September, October and November. Come and enrich your understanding of God’s Word by learning more about Catholic bible interpretation. On September 12, Lucy Arimond
gets us started, with a background session on how Catholics read the bible. October will bring Arthur Zannoni on
Compassion in the Bible and in November our own Fr. Rask will talk about getting ready to hear the Gospel of
Luke, which we’ll hear on most Sundays in the church year that starts in Advent.
We’ve scheduled afternoon sessions in response to requests from parents of school-age children, who find it
difficult to attend evening programs, and seniors who prefer not to drive after dark, but everyone is welcome to
attend. For more info, contact Lucy Arimond, Director of Adult Formation and Evangelization –
arimond@stodilia.org, 651-415-3331.

Encountering the Compassionate God of the Bible
Thursday, Oct. 4, 1:45-3:45 p.m., repeat 7-9 p.m.— Presenter: Arthur E. Zannoni
The Bible reveals both a compassionate God and Jesus as the compassion of God. This program will explore the
biblical roots of compassion in the Hebrew scriptures (Old Testament) and the Gospels. Come and learn how
God acts compassionately throughout the history of the Hebrew people of God, how Jesus lives and teaches that
compassion – miracles, meals, parables - and how we, now, are challenged to act with compassion.
TWO time frames – same presentation – so choose the time that fits you! About our presenter:
Arthur E. Zannoni is an award winning free-lance writer, scripture scholar, teacher, theologian, workshop leader and consultant in biblical studies and Christian-Jewish relations. He
taught on the faculty of the School of Divinity of the University of St. Thomas from 1984-1991
and at its Murray Institute from 1991-1994. He is a two-time recipient of the Uhrig Foundation Award for excellence in teaching and received the Temple Israel Interreligious Award for
his work in promoting Catholic-Jewish dialogue in the Twin Cities. He earned his Master’s Degree in Theology from the University of San Francisco and did doctoral studies at Marquette
University, specializing in biblical studies. Zannoni, a prolific writer, has published articles in
numerous Catholic magazines. He is a two-time recipient of awards for excellence in writing
from the Catholic Press Association. He is the editor of Jews and Christians Speak of Jesus, and co-editor of the
best seller Introduction to Jewish Christian Relations. Zannoni’s book Tell Me Your Name: Images of God in the
Bible has been described as “a real page turner with powerful prose and poetic images”. His most recent book is
The Gospel's Legacy. Zannoni is also a regular contributor to The Pastoral Center, www.pastoral.center.
Watch future bulletins for details and registration info, or contact Lucy Arimond, Director of Adult Formation and
Evangelization, arimond@stodilia.org, 651-415-3331.
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Adult Faith Formation

Spirituality Book Club
Love to Read? Enjoy Conversations about Books?
Date: 3rd Thursdays, beginning Sept. 20, 2018
Time: 10:00-11:30 a.m.
Place: Faith Formation Conference Room 1307 – NEW LOCATION
No registration needed – just show up!
St. Odilia has a great tradition of parishioner-led book clubs, meeting here at the church, in parishioners’ homes,
or at nearby libraries or restaurants. Some of the groups have been meeting for decades – they’ve been a treasured community connection. Our longtime “Spirituality Book Club” now meets on the third Thursday of every
month in our NEW conference room in the Faith Formation office area in the church-school main building, and
is inviting more parishioners to join them. At their September meeting, they will choose their book list for the
coming year. For further information, contact Mary Joan Rourke, 651-483-1228, maryjoanrourke@q.com.

Thursday Morning Scripture Study
New members welcome!
Fall and Spring Topic: The Gospel of John and the Johannine Letters
Dates: Thursdays, Oct. 4 – Dec. 6, then resuming in the spring
Time: 8:00 a.m. (after morning Mass)
Place: Parish Conference Room
Cost: see bulletin ads
Our long-running and much-loved Thursday morning scripture study group is starting up again for the fall, with a
study of the Gospel of John and the Johannine Letters. Written in a poetic and symbolic style, John's gospel and
the letters prayerfully reflect on Jesus and his eternal relationship to the creator. This study invites you to meditate on God's overwhelming love. Questions or to sign up - call Margaret Trondson, 651-429-6702.

BECOMING A CATHOLIC
Do you know someone who is:

• Thinking of becoming a Catholic?
• Already Catholic, but has not received Confirmation?
• Interested in serving as a sponsor?
The RCIA – Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults – is for them. The first meetings are for inquiry – no strings
attached, no need to have made a final decision, all seekers welcome. It’s a process of spiritual formation and
learning. The RCIA at St. Odilia meets on Wednesday evenings at 7:00 p.m. beginning in mid-September. Each
inquirer is also assigned a parishioner as a sponsor. You’ll explore all aspects of the Catholic faith – how we
pray, how we understand the bible, all those Catholic customs and practices, Catholic spirituality, issues of justice and service to the world, the sacraments, the history of the Catholic Church and how it’s put together, the
latest from Pope Francis, and much more. You’ll also get to know a great small group of other seekers, and the
“veteran” Catholics who are their sponsors. Might this year be the “right time” to explore joining the Church?
For further information or to register, contact Lucy Arimond, RCIA Director, at 651-415-3331 or
arimond@stodilia.org.
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Pastoral Care and Social Justice
How would you feel if you lived on an island 100 miles long and 35 miles
wide and in one 24 hour period, your whole “world” was completely destroyed? That is what was experienced by the 3.4 million residents of
Puerto Rico on September 20, 2017. Their entire infrastructure was destroyed and they were left without roads or power by the 185 to 200
MPH winds of Hurricane Maria. Today, almost a year later, many of the
roads are still unrepaired and three percent of the population on the
eastern coast and in the remote mountain areas are still without power.
Two St. Odilia parishioners, Eliezer De Jesús Hernandez and his wife,
Myrta Vega Suárez, are from Puerto Rico. They have been members of our parish since 2013. Eliezer visited
Puerto Rico right after the hurricane and again in November, 2017, and July, 2018. He told us that the roads
are still in very bad shape and many bridges need to be rebuilt, but most supplies are finally getting to the
people who need them.
Right after the hurricane FEMA and the U.S. Corps of Engineers came in to repair roads and homes and bring
back power to the island. The U.S. federal government granted funds, and FEMA used local contractors as well
as contractors from the mainland to do the work. If a home was completely destroyed, FEMA provided temporary living spaces. If the roof of a house was damaged but the house was livable, blue tarps were provided for
roofs until a real roof could be built. Today, when you fly over Puerto Rico, the blue tarps are still very much in
evidence.
We asked Eliezer if he thought the FEMA was doing a good job. He said it all depends on whom you asked. In
his opinion the early recovery was pretty slow. Puerto Rico is an isolated island, not a city like Detroit or New
Orleans where supplies can be brought in easily by rail or road. Members of Congress had no special incentive
to act. Puerto Rico has one “Resident Commissioner” in Washington who has “a voice but not a vote”, since
the island is a territory, not a state, most of the rescue and rebuilding efforts were done by NGO’s and Catholic
Charity organizations. Eventually the media took notice and started bringing awareness of the situation and
FEMA’s efforts improved. Things still were difficult for a very long time. When post offices were closed, relatives on the mainland weren’t even able to get money or goods delivered to their families.
The slow recovery after Hurricane Maria was complicated by the historic reality of Puerto Rico. In 1989, as a
result of the Spanish-American war, Puerto Rico became a colony of the United States. In the 1940’s it became
a commonwealth—a territory of the United States. People can vote for their governor but not for the U.S.
President. To encourage the economic growth of the island, Congress did not require Puerto Ricans to pay federal taxes and they gave economic incentive to manufacturing companies to relocate to the island. This was
meant to be a “transitional” situation until Puerto Rico would be strong enough to qualify for statehood or independence. However, when some of the tax incentives expired and the 2007 recession hit the country, many
manufacturers moved out. The Puerto Rican government borrowed too much and the country found itself 72
billion dollars in debt. According to their constitution, they could not declare bankruptcy!
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Today there is an independent oversight board created by the United States Congress that is trying to negotiate
a restructuring of the debts. They have initiated an austerity program that cuts benefits for public employees,
and imposes work requirements for food assistance for families in poverty. The irony is that the government is
the country’s biggest employer, so a great number of people are adversely affected by these cuts!
We asked Eliezer and Myrta how the people at St. Odilia could help in this situation. They said that since Puerto
Rico is a predominately Catholic country (73% Catholic), donations to Catholic Charity organizations would be
most helpful since these groups, such as Catholic Relief and Caritas International, have been among the
many non-governmental organizations bringing much needed help to the island.
When we asked Eliezer and Myrta what effect this disaster had on the people of Puerto Rico, they were very emphatic. Hurricane Maria was a humbling experience. It made people realize just how unimportant all their possessions and modern electronic devices were when they were left without them. It made people reassess their
lives, to get back to the basics, to return to love of family and neighbors and trust in God. Their faith became
even more important as they became a “third world country” overnight. “I surrender” was the motto as they surrendered their dependence on material possessions and concentrated on trusting God and helping each other,
sharing food and shelter and anything else they had to help another family member or a neighbor. It brought out
the best in people. If you can’t watch TV or be on your phone, you had to get together with your neighbor and
talk. It increased the sense of community and made everyone stronger. A saying as a result of this disaster is
“Puerto Rico se levanta!” “Puerto Rico is rising up!” The Lord will give us the answers and we will survive!
If you wish to help, you can send donations to:
Archdiocese of Puerto Rico
201 Calle San Jorge, Esquina Baldorioty de Castro, San Juan, Puerto Rico 00902
Postal Address: P.O. Box 8812, San Juan, Puerto Rico 00910-0812
Telephone: +1 787 300-4953 Fax: +1 787 728-3207
Email: info@caritas.pr
Facebook: Cáritas Puerto Rico www.caritas.pr

Pastoral Care and Social Justice
Pastoral Care is a broad ministry that is engaged in multiple ministries here at St. Odilia. Many of these ministries operate so smoothly and efficiently, that they become an expected part of our parish offerings. This is
good but only happens due to the devoted and committed volunteers that often serve behind the scenes.
During the last year, the Pastoral Care Council undertook a review of these multiple ministries with the goal of
updating and compiling information on each of them in a single place for interested parishioners. This Information Booklet is now available on the St. Odilia website (www.stodilia.org) under Pastoral Care. We thank
all the volunteers who answered our questions as we researched each ministry, and hope and believe this will
be a valuable resource seeking information on a specific ministry or for those considering getting involved. If
there are questions, please contact Cathy Garvey at 651-699-8339.
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Sidewalk Counseling—By Lisa Ketchmark, Respect for Life Committee
Thousands of people are alive today because someone reached out to their mothers with love and truth as they
were entering abortion centers. This outreach is called “sidewalk counseling” and it is done by Christians all over
the country. It is effective and legal (unanimously upheld by the U.S. Supreme Court)!
Locally, since Pro-Life Action Ministry began in 1981, over 3100 babies have been documented saved. Many
women have chose life for their baby because of the support and education that sidewalk counselors provide.
Sidewalk counseling is exactly what the name implies—standing on the sidewalk outside an abortion clinic, counseling women and couples on their way inside. It is a last attempt to turn their hearts away from abortion and
offer real help. The purpose is to reach out to young women and men who find themselves with an unexpected
pregnancy by sharing lifesaving alternatives to abortions. The focus of sidewalk counseling is meeting the immediate needs of pregnant women. Our mission is to be present as ambassadors for Christ, offer support and prayers and stand up for and speak out for the most vulnerable among us, the unborn.
I would like to share my story of how I became a sidewalk counselor. I began participating with St. Odilia. Pro
Life Committee several years ago and have been blessed to get to know dedicate, knowledgeable and compassionate members. Our Respect for Life committee sponsors many activities, but one activity that had a significant
impact on me was attending prayer rallies in front of the Planned Parenthood on Vandalia Street. I participated
several times a year and also read literature that was shared with me. Although I felt this was all good, I found a
part of me seeking to do more for women experiencing an unexpected pregnancy.
We are called to be compassionate and to serve others. My heart felt saddened that everyday unborn babies
were being killed. I witnessed women going into the clinic looking forlorn and coming out with the same lost
look. When I first entertained the idea of becoming a sidewalk counselor, I knew it would be hard as it is difficult
to see women going to an abortion clinic. I also knew it would challenge me to overcome my fear. The words, “I
knew you before I formed you in your mother’s womb.” Jeremiah 1:5, came to mind. I began my training last
February through Pro-Life Action Ministries and have had wonderful mentors.

The training provided gave me the confidence and the tools needed to speak to abortion-minded women and to
offer them support. If you are interested in more information please see https://plam.org/sidewalk-counseling/
My sidewalk-counseling schedule is the first and third Monday of each month from 11-1:00 p.m. Also needed
are prayer intercessors, to pray for the women and going into the clinics and the clinic staff, and to provide spiritual support for the counselors. Anyone can participate in this peaceful vigil outside abortion facilities.
Would you join me at Planned Parenthood in St. Paul as my prayer supporter? If you are not able to physical be
with me, I invite you to join me in prayer during the time I am outside of Planned Parenthood.
If you are interested please feel free to contact me or other members of the Respect Life Committee. My email
address is: lketchmark@mnenduro.com.
God Bless you and Thank-you for your prayers!

Lisa

Growing Through Loss—Grief Support Series
Place:

Fall 2018 Series will be held at: Roseville Lutheran Church, 1215 Roselawn Ave. W, Roseville
Beginning Monday, September 17, 2018
Time:
Monday’s
6:45 to 9 p.m.
Agenda:
Registration
6:45 to 7:00 p.m.
Speaker
7:00 to 7:45 p.m., Small groups 8 to 9 p.m.
Pre-registration is not required. Registration takes place at 6:45 pm each night of the program, and the presentations
begin at 7:00 pm. Each session is complete in itself. You are welcome to attend one or all. Donations are welcome, and
childcare is available (Upon Request, one week ahead of time). For further information call our hotline at 763-755-5335.
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Pastoral Care and Social Justice
Beehive, this year’s musical at the Old Log Theater,
promises to be one of the best ever. The setting is in the
60’s, highlighting the lives of six women in this complex
decade, and is a tribute to pop, rock and soul. Songs of
the 60s will bring you back to the era… “It’s my Party”,
“My Boyfriend’s Back”, “Son of a Preacher Man”,
“Proud Mary” and more. Come join us for a fun filled
day and enjoy lunch and this fabulous musical comedy.
Set aside Wednesday October 3rd. We meet at 10:30 a.m.
to board the bus, lunch (four entrees to choose from),
show at 1:30, back to church by 4;30 p.m. Tickets will be
$68.00. Please call Barb at 763-795-8642 for further
information. Watch the bulletin and church announcements for ticket sale dates.
~Sponsored by the Pastoral Care Council

St. Odilia Men’s Club
The St. Odilia Men’s Club began shortly after the church and school were founded in 1960. The mission of the
club is to conduct community-oriented fundraising events to fulfill requests by the parish school and to provide a
social setting for the men of St. Odilia to enjoy some fellowship. For the last few years, the Men’s Club has excelled at fundraising via pancake breakfasts, bingo, and fish fry dinners, but fallen a bit short with regards to fellowship.
At the last Men’s Club meeting in June, the members talked about making the 2018-2019 year one in which we
have more of a balance between our fundraising efforts and our desire to provide a place for fellowship among
the men of the parish. To that end, we are looking for any and all suggestions and ideas for events to host in
order to provide fellowship opportunities. If you have some ideas to propose, just send Russ Bertsch
(Russ4419@comcast.net) or Dan Duffy (Daniel.Duffy@voya.com) a note and we’d be happy to discuss it with
you.
Our tentative schedule of events for this year includes: Turkey Bingo (Nov 16th), Pancake Breakfast (Nov 4 & Jan
13), Valentine’s Day Dinner (Feb 11 ), Fish Fry dinners (March 8 & March 22), Spring Bingo (April 12) and our
Member Appreciation Dinner (May 7). We are also discussing adding another event in the fall.
The Men's Club is always interested in welcoming new members of all ages. Our meetings are held the first
Tuesday of the month (Sept - June) at 7 p.m. and we would love to see some new faces.
If you are interested in learning more about the Men’s Club, check out the St. Odilia website (under the "Get Involved" tab), or contact Russ Bertsch (612 386-3296) or Dan Duffy (763 227-2741).
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FALL 2018 WORSHIP & COMMUNITY LIFE EVENTS
September 8/9

Fall Festival Choir at
5:00 p.m., 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.

September 15/16

Faith Formation Sunday
6:00 p.m. Mass resumes

September 16

Parish Choir resumes 9:00 a.m. Mass

September 30

Hand bell choir resumes 9:00 a.m. Mass

October 26

Trunk or Treat at 6:00 p.m.

November 5

In Remembrance Service at 7:00 p.m.

November 22

Thanksgiving Day Mass at 9:00 a.m.

November 24/25

Feast of Christ the King

December 1/2

First Sunday of Advent

December 5

Advent Lessons and Carols at 6:45 p.m.

A Novena for Life

Respect for Life Ministry and
the Knights of Columbus
Please join us during Respect Life month this October in our Novena for Life:
nine days of prayer focused on respecting each other's God-given dignity, especially by respecting human life at every stage and in every circumstance.
The origin of the Novena goes back to the nine days that the disciples and Mary spent together in prayer between Christ’s Ascension and Pentecost. Our nine day Novena for Life will be a series of prayers of petition to
God, Blessed Virgin Mary or specific saints as we ask for the protection of life at all stages.
In addition to praying the novena each day, you can participate by attending adoration on Monday and incorporating the daily reflections that will be offered. More information will be provided in the bulletin.

Novena for Life Schedule




Begins with Sunday Masses on Oct. 7 – Respect For Life Sunday
Monday Chapel Adoration on Oct. 8 (anytime from 1:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.)
Concludes with Monday Chapel Adoration on Oct. 15 (anytime from 1-7 p.m.) followed by Rosary for Life at
7:00 p.m.
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A Novena for Life

Respect for Life Ministry and
the Knights of Columbus
The protection of life is a sustained prayer intention of the Church. We need your help to commemorate and
bolster this vital cause. We are promoting this novena to build a culture of life and love in our homes, parish and
community. Join us in doing God’s will to protect life.
Our mission is for everyone to pray together daily at home and at work. Prayer is the foundation of our spiritual
life, an act of love and elevation of our souls to God. We are putting our faith into action through our Novena for
Life. We suggest that everyone prays the novena two times a day, at the same time, 9 a.m. and 9 p.m. We will
create a spiritual unity within the parish as we flood heaven with prayers from our families and parish community.
It is our heart that prays. God listens to the voice of our heart. Prayer expresses our hope and is very powerful
when done in unison. Will you give Jesus an opportunity to come into your life by faithfully praying this novena
for nine days? Mathew 21:v22 “and whatever you ask for in prayer you will receive, if you have faith”.
Specific Novena prayers will be available and distributed at Sunday Masses. In addition please pray: Our Father,
three Hail Marys, Glory Be and the Memorare.

The Memorare
Remember, O most gracious Virgin Mary,
that never was it known that anyone who fled to thy protection,
implored thy help, or sought thine intercession was left unaided.
Inspired by this confidence, I fly unto thee,
O Virgin of virgins, my mother; to thee do I come,
before thee I stand, sinful and sorrowful.
O Mother of the Word Incarnate, despise not my petitions,
but in thy mercy hear and answer me. Amen

God is pro-life and as the author of life our creator made us in His image because of His love, and gave us His
great gift of life. We pray in gratitude for God’s Gift of Life. “Human life is sacred because from its beginnings it
involves the creative action of God and it remains forever in a special relationship with the creator, who is its
sole end” ccc2258
The dignity of the human person is the bedrock of the Catholic Church’s life ethic. Human dignity and the right to
life are inseparable. Respect for the dignity of life demands a commitment to human rights across a broad spectrum. “Catholics must be committed to the defense of life in all its stages and in every condition” (Saint John
Paul II, 1995).
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We remember and pray for those who have gone before us.

Mark Vukelich, December 23, 1931– May 12, 2018
Mark passed from this earthly life to his heavenly home in May as a result of complications from Alzheimer’s disease which he had been struggling with since 2012. The
last three years he had lived in Memory Care at Presbyterian Homes Eaglecrest facility in Roseville. He was born in Gilbert, MN on the Iron Range and was a proud ranger
to the end. He played basketball all through high school and junior college, earning a
scholarship to UMD. He graduated n 1954 with a degree in Industrial Education. He
served two years in the army in the Panama Canal Zone and was discharged in 1956.
He met Ruth in the fall of 1956 and they were married in 1957. They raised three
boys, Mark, Tom and John. Mark taught in the St. Paul School system at Marshall Jr.
High and Battle Creek Jr. High, in the Industrial Education field. They moved to Shoreview in 1960 and were charter members of St. Odilia. Mark was a man of great faith
and truly devoted to his family. All through this dreadful disease he kept his wonderful
spirit and sense of humor. He endeared himself to everyone he met and always had a smile and kind words. He is
greatly missed by family and friends. Bless you, dear husband, father and grandfather. Rest in peace.
~Ruth and family.

Margaret Johnston Crowe, December 19, 1923—June 29, 2018
Margaret (Johnston) Crowe, a resident of Scandia Shores, Shoreview, and a member of St Odilia, passed away on June 29, 2018. Margaret was born December 19,
1923 in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. The financial strains of the Great Depression caused
the family to move to Eugene, Oregon, where she graduated from high school.
When she was 19 the family moved to Denver to find better medical care for her
mother, who had TB. However, her mother passed away five years later. Margaret
worked as a message processor for Western Union for four years prior to marrying
Thomas Crowe in 1948.
A work opportunity for her husband was the reason Margaret moved to Minnesota. She had five boys and one girl. As the family expanded it became clear that they
were going to need a bigger house. They hired an architect and built a two-story
home, a novelty for the area at the time, which Margaret helped design. In 1986
Margaret and Tom retired to the North Shore. They built a log cabin just northeast of Grand Marais Garden Club.
Eventually they moved to Hugo where Tom passed in 2007. In 2012 she moved to Scandia Shores where she participated in the craft sales, musical programs, resident council meetings, and many other activities in the building. Margaret’s pastimes were sewing, quilting, listening to music, watching historical DVDs, reading mysteries,
learning about her Welsh heritage, and gardening. She played the piano and loved to listen to recordings of “The
Sound of Music” and “Camelot”. She also loved to keep up on activities of her three granddaughters and two
grandsons.
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We remember and pray for those who have gone before us.

Bob Urick, April 12, 1942 – July 2, 2018
How do you sum up a man like Bob Urick’s life in two paragraphs? He was
the love of my life, a hero of a father and a giving brother. He’d light up a
room with his humor and overwhelm you with his compassion.
Our loss is immense and knowing he is no longer suffering allows some peace
in our hearts. We were blessed to have been part of his life. May he watch
over us and bring us peace. Forever loved, forever missed.
~Tobi & The Bob Urick Family

Jeanne Marie Crimmins, January 21, 1944 – July 7, 2018
Jeanne was born and raised in Oak Park, IL where she was the youngest of three
daughters born to Grace (Cusack) and James Griffin. Jeanne graduated from Trinity
High School in River Forest, IL and Marquette University in Milwaukee, WI. While at
Marquette, Jeanne met George W. Crimmins, Jr., and after graduating, they were
married in 1967. Jeanne was a school teacher before leaving the classroom to care
for her growing family, which eventually numbered eight children.
When George’s job transferred him from Milwaukee to St. Paul in 1991, Jeanne began hunting for the family’s next home and parish. Jeanne spent many weekends
crisscrossing the Twin Cities in search of the perfect community for her family. Upon hearing the music of Dan Perry at St. Odilia, Jeanne said she knew that she had
found her parish. Within just a few months, Jeanne and George found a house in
nearby Arden Hills and made it a home alongside their eight children.
When George passed away in 1992, Jeanne made the decision to stay in Minnesota
and at St. Odilia with her children. Jeanne taught formation classes at St. Odilia and
worked in both the health care and insurance industries before retiring.
Jeanne’s 12 grandchildren kept her busy after retirement. She also enjoyed visiting
with her children who, by now, had spread near and far – to White Bear Lake,
Vadnais Heights, Lino Lakes, Chicago, IL, San Diego, CA, Mission Viejo, CA, and Kensington, MD. When not
spending time with her children or grandchildren, Jeanne was never far from a good book, the New York Times
crossword puzzle, Jeopardy, or keeping up with local and national news.
Jeanne dedicated her life to her children and grandchildren, instilling in them the importance of education, personal strength, and a deep love for family, friends, and great storytelling.
No matter her role in your life, Jeanne made you feel welcome, loved and special. Her home was the gathering
place for family and friends alike. When you walked through her door, she would greet you with a smile and
hold you there through her laughter, joy, humor, and the stories she told.
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We remember and pray for those who have gone before us.

Joyce Holm, September 2, 1932—May 27, 2018
A charter member of St. Odilia, Joyce Holm passed away on May
27, 2018, at the age of 85. She demonstrated her strong faith in
God by recognizing the beauty in simple pleasures. Whether
she strolled the beaches of Sanibel Island or floated on a raft in
the St.Croix River, Joyce appreciated and loved the world God
created. Her joy was apparent to anyone who met her as she
was quick to smile and knew to look for the positive in even the
most challenging situation. Joyce married Charles (Chuck) Holm
on April 24, 1954, and together they created a strong and tight-knit family. She is survived by four children,
Charlene (Daniel) Ethen, Gary (Helen) Holm, Steve (Laurie) Holm, and Pam (Richard) Werner as well as nine
grandchildren and two great-grandchildren. Charles worked at St. Paul Book and Stationery in Arden Hills while
Joyce worked at home raising their children. Although she rarely missed a weekend Mass, her family teased her
for always being slightly tardy to which she would genuinely reply, “God doesn’t wear a watch.” Once her children started families of their own, Joyce selflessly agreed to be her grandchildren’s daycare provider, and thus
her zest for life is carried on through them. Her tagline, “Who has more fun than us?” lives on through the legacy she and Chuck created.

Joyce Rita Hedeen, September 22, 1941—June 11, 2018
Joyce Ostendorf was born in Melrose Minnesota on September 22, 1941, the
youngest of five children, two boys and three girls. At an early age, her family
moved to North East Minneapolis where she attended St. Charles Grade School and
Edison High School. After graduation, she went to work at Honeywell as an Executive Secretary. In 1961, she met Jim Hedeen at Honeywell and they were married in
1963. Joyce and Jim have two sons and three grandchildren. With the birth of her
first son, Joyce left Honeywell and became a stay-at-home mom. Joyce and Jim
Joined St. Odilia in 1966, where Joyce used her secretarial skills as secretary to the
first St. Odilia lay CCD board and volunteer receptionist at the Crosier Headquarters
and St. Odilia office. She also was active as Mass and Baptism coordinators. In 2015,
Joyce and Jim moved from their Shoreview home of 49 years to the Applewood
Pointe of Shoreview senior community, where she used her passion for Health and Wellness to establish the
community's exercise program. In August, 2017, Joyce was diagnosed with advanced ovarian cancer. She passed
on to the Lord on June 11, 2018.
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We remember and pray for those who have gone before us.

D. Jeannette “Jan” Lahr, August 17, 1929—July 13, 2018
Jan was born Delores Jeannette Buysse in Minneota, MN. She often
shared fond memories of a very happy childhood in rural southwestern
Minnesota surrounded by a large, extended family. After graduating
from high school, Jan attended Saint Cloud Teacher’s College where
she met her future husband, Tom Lahr. Jan and Tom were married in
1952 and eventually settled in the Saint Paul area where they raised a
family of six children: Mark, Mary, Sue, Tom, Elly and Patrick. As the
years passed, Jan and Tom’s family grew to include daughters and sons
-in-law and eventually 14 grandchildren. Jan and Tom were parishioners at Saint Rose of Lima before joining Saint Odilia Parish about 25
Tom and Jan Lahr celebrating their
year ago.
60th wedding anniversary.
Jan will be remembered as a wonderful wife and mother. She was a
talented cook, gardener, golfer, seamstress and avid sports fan. Jan was also a good friend to many including her
high school cronies, neighbors, and golfing and bowling friends. One of our fondest memories of Jan will be her
love of music. She played the piano, clarinet, organ, and even the ukulele, which she learned to play later in life.
She was a member of the Saint Rose of Lima church choir for many years and a frequent soloist. Her daily routine always included playing the piano. And even when playing the piano became too difficult, Jan loved to listen
to music and sing. Attending Mass at Saint Odilia and listening to the musicians was one of Jan’s favorite things
to do.
Jan was preceded in death by her husband Tom Lahr (June 5, 1928 to July 11, 2016) after 64 years of marriage.
The two of them will be lovingly remembered for living out their faith, supporting each other and putting family
first. Tom and Jan have been laid to rest in the Saint Odilia Prayer Garden.
~Submitted by the family of Jan and Tom Lahr

Thomas Corkle, August 13, 1936—June 1, 2018
Thomas was a wonderful husband. We were married 51 years. He
worked on computers until he retired. He also spent three years in the
Navy. After he retired we did a lot of traveling together. Thomas loved
to fish, and he so enjoyed life!
Rest in peace, Thomas.
~ Joanne Corkle
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Welcome New Parishioners!
May 2018 — July 2018
May

Peter and Isabelle Schwarz

Roger and Diana Ettel

Kathy Lehner

June

July

Brian and Carol Weix

Neil and Amanda Wurst

Lynn Belgea
Thomas and Barbara Nalipinski
Joel and Kelly Refsnider
Logan Refsnider
Jackson Refsnider

Andy and Beth Oman
Lillian Oman
Abigail Oman
Scott and Kelly Johnson
Parker Johnson
Lily Johnson

Kris and Kate Arnebeck
Hannah Arnebeck
Nora Arnebeck
Joe and Megan Eiselt-Douglas
Annalise Eiselt
Ajay Douglas
Ayla Douglas

Christopher and Katheryn Jacobson
Lucy Jacobson
Ellie Jacobson
Noah Jacobson

Nathan and Jamie Miller
Parker Miller
Olivia Miller

YOU CAN HELP US TO REDUCE MAILING COSTS!
Each winter, we have many pieces of mail returned from the post office for individuals who were “temporarily away”. Each returned piece
of mail, costs St. Odilia first class postage rates even if it is mailed as third class mail. If you have plans to be away for longer that one
week during the colder months in Minnesota, please take a few minutes to complete the form below and drop it into the collection basket
or mail it to:
St. Odilia Parish Center Office
3495 N. Victoria St.
Shoreview, MN 55126
***Or you can e-mail this information to: bulletin@stodilia.org***

DO YOU HAVE PLANS TO BE AWAY???
Please select one option and provide your name and address information:
A) Please do not forward my mail ___________
Date leaving Minnesota: ___________ Date back in Minnesota: ___________

B) Please forward my mail ___________
Date leaving Minnesota: ___________ Date back in Minnesota: ___________
Name:___________________________________ Env. #________
Current Address: ________________________________________
City, State, Zip: _________________________________________

30

Are You Moving?
If you are moving we would like to know so we can keep our records current and our postage costs down.
Please fill out the form below and return it by dropping it into the collection basket at any Mass, or by
mailing it to: St. Odilia Parish Center Office, 3495 N. Victoria, Shoreview, MN 55126
Name: _______________________________________________________ Env. #: _______________
Old Address: __________________________________ City, State, Zip: ________________________
New Address: _________________________________ City, State, Zip: ________________________
Email Address: __________________________________________
New Phone (Include area code): _________________ Effective Date: ________________________
I/We will be staying in the parish:

Y ______ N ________

Newsletter Team:

Corporate Board Members:

Amy Etten, Mary Holmes and staff
consultants.

Most Rev. Bernard A. Hebda, Archbishop
Very Rev. Charles Lachowitzer, Vicar General
Rev. Phillip Rask, Vice President
Greg Gerlach, Trustee Treasurer
Mary Nussbaum, Trustee Secretary

The St. Odilia Messenger is a publication of the Catholic Community of St.
Odilia, 3495 North Victoria, Shoreview,
Minnesota, 55126. Each issue is distributed to registered parishioners.
To receive a copy, register by calling
651-484-6681.

651-291-4400
651-291-4430
651-484-6681

St. Odilia Parish Phone Numbers:
Parish Office
Parish Office Fax
School Office
Faith Formation Office
Faith Formation/Latino Ministry Fax

651-484-6681
651-484-0780
651-484-3364
651-415-3329
651-789-3118

The NEXT Newsletter Deadline: Please submit articles for the WINTER issue of The Messenger
by Wednesday, November 7, 2018. They may be sent by email to messenger@stodilia.org or dropped at
the parish office. Electronic submissions are appreciated. Pictures (jpg files) are welcome but please describe each photo with caption text if possible.

VISION AND MISSION
VISION
To joyfully live the Gospel by knowing, loving, and serving God and one another.
MISSION
We are a Catholic community of faith that welcomes every person to grow in holiness and draw closer
to Jesus Christ through…
 Worship and Evangelization
 Faith Formation and Education
 Works of Charity and Justice
… every day and at every stage of life.
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