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St. Odilia Alumni!

Are you an alumni of St. Odilia and planning to attend the Fall Festival?
We are looking to connect with you! Make sure to visit us at the designated Alumni table on Friday
night of Fall Festival to learn more. Contact hannon@stodilia.org if you are interested in helping us
connect with more alumni!

from our pastor

Fr. Rask

On the Eve of last Pentecost at the Church of Saint Peter in Mendota during the celebration of the Mass of the Holy Spirit, Archbishop Hebda announced the that the Archdiocese
will hold a Synod in May 2021. A synod is a church council, usually convened to decide an issue of doctrine or administration or practice. The word itself comes from the Greek and
means “assembly” or “meeting.” Originally the word referred to a meeting of bishops and it is
still used that way in the Catholic Church. We’ve heard of the synod of bishops periodically
called by the Pope to Rome to consider various issues of concern to the universal Church. The
word can also refer to a denomination governed by a synod, for example, the Lutheran Missouri Synod. Some other dioceses have held synods in recent years, among them Detroit, Milwaukee, San Diego, and Washington, D.C.
Archbishop Hebda said he has wanted to hold such a meeting since he took over the governance of this local
church in 2016. He has judged this to be the opportune time to bring unity to the archdiocese after emerging from
bankruptcy. The next two years will be devoted to preparation for the synod assembly. The process of preparation began and will continue with fervent prayer for the guidance of the Holy Spirit. This synod will help the archbishop formulate priorities for the next five years to continue the process of healing, respond to the urgent needs of ministry, and
strengthen the faith and practice of Catholics in the archdiocese.
At the recent assembly of priests in Rochester, we were introduced to the two-year process of preparation leading to the synod assembly. The first task is for each parish is to select the “Parish Synod Ambassador Team,” composed
of twelve members of the parish. That Ambassador Team is to reflect the age and cultural diversity of the parish and to
be balanced in gender. The members of the team will attend one of ten training events in September and October of
2019. Throughout the remainder of 2019 and most of 2020 the members pray for the synod, answer questions that
arise, invite and encourage parishioners to attend one of the prayer and listening events in the archdiocese. (A full
listing of dates, times and locations can be found on the archdiocese website: archspm.org) . There are twenty prayer
and listening events throughout the Archdiocese, which parishioners may attend. In the fall of 2020, each member of
the Ambassador Team will facilitate a consultation of a group of ten parishioners. These small groups will meet several
times to consider issues presented by the synod executive team, formulate responses, and forward these to the executive team. Then these results will be assembled for discussion and action by the Synod Assembly made up of about 400
people, clergy and lay. The results of the Synod will then be forwarded to the archbishop to be used in writing a pastoral letter outlining the direction and priorities of the archdiocese for the next several years.
The process of preparation and the synod itself does not follow contemporary political procedure. On the contrary, this is a spiritual exercise for the whole archdiocese, a discernment of the movement of the Spirit in our local
church, to help the appointed shepherds to be better shepherds. Previously, synods were meetings only of bishops.
Canon Law concerning synods after Vatican II encourages the active participation of the Catholic faithful–even nonCatholics–to gain as much input as possible. All are asked to share their perspectives and ideas. The lay faithful have
the right and the duty to make known their needs, especially spiritual ones, to the pastors of the Church. If you are
asked to participate in one of these small groups, I hope you will be generous in your response for the time this process
requires. As with so many gifts we are asked to make, I have had the experience that one receives so much more in
return than one gives. Pray for our parish and the success of the Synod 2022.
The archbishop surely prays and hopes for a great spiritual awakening in the archdiocese and for parish renewal
and revitalization. The parish small group consultations in the fall of 2020 become part of our initiative to form in small
groups missionary disciples. Pray for the synod.

In Christ,
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“Grateful and Generous”
As the harvest time is upon us, it is time to reflect on our many blessings in the past,
present and future to see how generous God has been in our lives.
Stewardship involves far more than just your money and material goods. Among the
resources God has given you are your talents, abilities, skills, experiences, energy,
time, strength, spiritual gifts, creative ideas, and much more. God has given you all
that you have and all that you are. Everything about you and all that you will ever be
are His gifts to you. His desire is that you will give back to Him all that you are and all that you produce.
God is much more interested in our attitude for generosity than the amount of our giving. He's much more interested in
the quality of the giver instead of the quantity of the gift. God looks at our motive for giving. He wants us to be generous
because we want to be generous, because we are moved to continue His work.

Giving is a responsibility. But more than that, it's an opportunity. There are many opportunities within the St Odilia community to be generous and grateful. During the month of October, you will be asked to prayerfully consider your annual
giving to the parish, to help St Odilia continue the mission “to grow in holiness and draw closer to Jesus Christ through
Worship, Evangelization, Faith Formation, Education and Works of Charity and Justice.”
Our annual covenant drive provides the opportunity to renew your covenant with God. This covenant is a commitment
to the parish ministries, which would not be available to the community without your support. Thank you for your past
commitment. Please prayerfully consider your annual covenant of grateful and generous giving.
Luke 12:34 “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”

Catholic Services Appeal Foundation
In response to the Gospel call to serve the poor and spread the Good News, the Catholic Services Appeal Foundation of
the St. Paul and Minneapolis Area (CSAF) works as an independent non-profit organization to benefit 20 Collective Ministries of the Archdiocese. Most of these ministries cannot, on their own, raise the money they need to continue their mission. The 20 Collective Ministries of the Catholic Services Appeal are:
Abria Pregnancy Resources
American Indian Ministry
Archdiocesan Council of Catholic Women
Campus Ministry – Newman Center
Campus Ministry – St. Paul’s Outreach
Catholic Charities
Deaf Ministry
Elementary School Support/Scholarships
Evangelization
High School Scholarships

Hospital Chaplains
Latino Ministry
Marriage, Family & Life
Parishes
Prison Ministry
Rachel’s Vineyard Twin-Cities
St. Vincent de Paul Society
The Seminaries of St. Paul
Venezuelan Mission
Youth and Young Adult Ministry

Thank you to those who have already made a pledge. With participation from 343 donors to
date, St. Odilia Parish has pledged $103,759 to CSAF. If you have not yet given your gift in support of the 2019 Catholic
Services Appeal Foundation Campaign, we ask you to prayerfully consider God’s gifts in your life and consider making a
pledge. Please remember that our parish also benefits. If we reach our parish pledge goal of $109,599.00, 25% of your
gifts to the CASF are returned to our parish in support of our ministries.
Envelopes for the 2019 Catholic Services Appeal Foundation (CSAF) are available in the kiosk by the parish office or visit
http://www.csafspm.org/ to contribute online.
Thank you for your consideration of this request and for your partnership in supporting those most in need.
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Year End Giving
As we approach the end of 2019, much attention is given to gift giving. This coupled with year-end tax planning for some,
provides an opportunity for each of us to consider how to support the ministries of our St. Odilia Community.
There are many ways to make a gift. One way is to complete your 2019 Sunday contribution pledge. Another is to make a
gift toward the Building Expansion Debt Reduction Fund, set up to reduce the debt associated with the building expansion project that was completed in 2018. You may wish to make a permanent gift the St. Odilia Endowment Fund or St.
Odilia School Endowment Fund. You may also consider a gift to the Facilities or Debt Servicing Fund, or to the Charity
Fund that provide funds to those in need.
The new tax law in 2018 impacted the ability for many to deduct their charitable giving due to the higher standard
deduction. However, there are strategies to help charitable donors maintain a tax advantage while continuing to support
the good work of the organizations they value. Options to consider include:


Bunching: A strategy in which you frontload your charitable giving and give two or more years’ worth of donations in
a single tax year. The goal of making such a sizable single gift is to exceed the standard deduction in order to see a tax
benefit over time.



Donor Advised Fund (DAF): A charitable vehicle you create so you can make charitable contributions, receive an
immediate tax benefit and then recommend grants from the fund over time. With a donor advised fund, your
charities won’t feel the “feast or famine” effect of bunching.



Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD): IRA owners over the age of 70.5 should consider funding charitable
donations through a QCD which provides an opportunity to reduce taxable income while donating to a charity.



Donate Appreciated Assets: A gift of appreciated securities held for more than a year, can be a tax-efficient way to
donate. Not only will you increase your qualified expenses, you also avoid capital gains taxes.

Your financial gifts are vital to our ability to support the needs of the parish. To learn more, contact Ramona Michaels,
Development Coordinator at 651 415-3350 or Michaels@stodilia.org.
Contact your own professional advisor before making a contribution to understand the best options available to you.

St. Odilia School Alumni and Friends,
Whether it's been many years or a few, we want you to stay connected to our
community! Stay up to date with news, events and opportunities for alumni
and friends of St. Odilia School by updating your information with St. Odilia
School Alumni and Friends. To register online visit https://www.stodilia.org/
OdiliaSchool and click on the Alumni tab in the menu. Contact cards can also
be found in the school office and the church entryway kiosks.

Don’t forget to LIKE US on Facebook!
Interested in learning more about St. Odilia School?
We encourage you to attend a school tour with our parent ambassadors. The next school tour is Wednesday,
October 2 from 9:30 a.m.—11:15 a.m. Register on the school website or call the school office, 651-415-3310.
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Your Endowment Fund in Action
This year, our parish benefited from a distribution of just over $84,000 from the St. Odilia Endowment Fund. Some of the
projects for our facilities you will never be aware of or “see” them. One example is insulation and a new furnace at our
property at 3510 Vivian Avenue that is leased to St. Therese Homes, Inc. Other projects you may be aware of or maybe notice are new gym doors.
One project you will soon “hear” and enjoy is a new digital sound board for church. A simple description is that a sound
board takes all the incoming wired and wireless microphones, cd’s, etc. and sends them to the house speakers. It also allows the musicians to hear themselves through monitor speakers. The new digital soundboard will give us greater control
over the sound system and allow St. Odilia to continue its tradition of excellent liturgies, music, and church/school events.

Some of the granted requests this year were for “small” items that help make a special event even better. In September, St.
Odilia will host the Growing Through Loss Series. This event is sponsored by the North Suburban Grief Coalition and is open
to anyone experiencing any kind of loss. By hosting here at St. Odilia, we invite and welcome others from many other
churches and areas to our campus to help build a stronger community. The St. Odilia Endowment Fund is funding a grant to
provide hospitality for this program. It is a small request, but one that will provide an opportunity to encourage attendees
to socialize, talk and support each other.
In the past, St. Odilia was not able to open our doors to this program due to the lack of 10 or more handicap-accessible
rooms needed for the small support groups. Now because of our recent building expansion improvements, partially funded from over $250,000 in endowment fund distributions (given over three years), we have access to the second floor classrooms from the new elevator and second floor corridor so we are able to host this important program. The Growing
Through Loss program is one example of how the St. Odilia Endowment Fund is working in both big and small ways.
Another project made possible from this year’s distribution is the renovation of a space to accommodate a new third grade
classroom. With the growth in enrollment at St. Odilia School, additional classroom space is necessary for the third grade
class to expand. The classroom renovation includes the purchase of new instructional materials for all students, student/
teacher desks and chairs, dry erase boards, a SmartBoard, and a custom-built coat, backpack, and storage unit built by our
parishioner Jerry Ruhland.
Each Ministry Area Council completed grant applications requesting funds needed to support its ministry area. Other grants
funded through the 2019 distribution include:
Students participating in the Youth








Scholarships for Youth Ministry Retreats for High School & College age
students
Parish Membership with Lyngblomsten Respite Care
Wooden Donation Boxes for Church Entrances
School Tuition Scholarships from the Connor Anderson sub fund.
Appreciation Luncheon for Funeral Luncheon Volunteers
Building Security Improvements
Technology Upgrades for Parish staff

Since its inception in 1987, the St. Odilia Endowment Fund has distributed over
$935,000 to our parish community. An endowment can be defined as “a long-term
fund invested for the purpose of long-term financial stability.” The St. Odilia Endowment Fund is meant to serve the continuous mission and ministry of the Catholic Community of St. Odilia, now and into the future.
In September, please support our efforts to provide a sustainable source of income
to our parish community with a special donation to the St. Odilia Endowment Fund
through your green envelope. For additional information on how to become a benefactor of the St. Odilia Endowment Fund, please call 651-415-3350 or email
endowmentfund@stodilia.org.
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Ministry Retreat supported by
St. Odilia Endowment Fund Grant.

St. Odilia School and Preschool
St. Odilia School welcomes a new Assistant Vice Principal, Mrs. Nikki
Giel, third grade teacher, Mr. Blake Frels , and Pre-Kindergarten
teacher, Mrs. Michelle Hoemann this Fall!
We are blessed to have these three talented individuals join our
school community.
Mrs. Nikki Giel writes:
My passion for education started when I was very young. I come from a family of educators, and quality education was a value I was taught to hold in
high regard. I believe that all children are unique and must have a stimulating educational environment where they can grow spiritually, physically,
mentally, emotionally, and socially. Just like St. Odilia, I believe in educating
the whole child, and it is my desire to help build upon an atmosphere where
students can grow to meet their full potential.
I have been teaching in our archdiocese since 2006. Before coming to St.
Odilia; I taught kindergarten, served as an assistant principal and spent three years as a principal at a local area
Catholic school. I attended the University of St. Thomas, where I received a degree in Elementary Education, my
Master’s in Curriculum and Instruction, a certificate in Differentiated Education, and my Education Specialist
Degree. I enjoy bringing the gospels to life with the students I serve. I have done this with a Kindness Curriculum I have written where students learn to treat their fellow students with kindness and compassion, just like
Jesus calls us to do.

I am married to my husband Brian, and I am a mother to three children, all who are products of Catholic
school. I know first hand the gift we have in our Catholic schools and the community they provide to not only
our children; but our families as well. I love to run, bike and travel; but most of my time currently is spent at a
ball field watching my boys play baseball. Now that my children are getting older, I treasure anytime we get to
spend together (even if my teenagers don't love it as much as I do). I am excited to be at St. Odilia School and
be a part of the great work happening here. I look forward to getting to know the students and their families as
this new year begins!
Mr. Blake Frels writes:
I am looking forward to teaching and meeting the students, staff, and families
of St. Odilia School and Parish. I have been teaching full time for a total of 12
years. I have taught everything from preschool to middle school Spanish. For the
past six years, I have been teaching and inspiring fourth graders at St. Peter’s
School in Forest Lake. I have two Bachelor of Arts degrees (English Literature
and Spanish Studies) from the University of Minnesota and a Master of Arts in
Teaching from the University of St. Thomas. I have lived and studied in three
different countries. I am an avid sports fan and a fisherman. I have resided in
Roseville for the past eight years and I am getting married in the fall. It is a
dream come true of mine to be able to teach at St. Odilia School. I attended St.
Odilia School from first through eighth grade. I had the privilege in the past to
observe and teach a few lessons in a fourth grade classroom at St. Odilia during
graduate school. The students and staff were wonderful. I can’t wait to further
my teaching career at your amazing school in the fall!
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Mrs. Hoemann writes:
My name is Michelle Hoemann and I am so excited to join the
St. Odilia family and be the newest member of the preschool team. I
live in Shoreview with my husband and two sons. My oldest, Jackson
is a junior at Marquette and my youngest, Tanner, is a freshman at
Moundsview High School. I have been teaching in Catholic education
for the past 21 years, although my main focus has been Pre-K. I have
also taught K-three computers and reading/math support. I have a
B.S. in Early Childhood Education from the University of WisconsinStout and am currently enrolled at St. Catherine’s to obtain my MN
Teaching License. I believe in creating a warm, nurturing environment
for children, teaching to each child at his/her level and capitalizing on
individual strengths! In my free time, I enjoy spending time with
family, supporting my children in activities and sports, traveling and
running. My favorite quote after which I model my teaching is “The
children don’t remember what you try to teach them. They remember
what you are.” – Jim Henson

St. Odilia Marathon
The St. Odilia Marathon is a few weeks
away! It will be held Saturday, October 5
at Central Park in Roseville. The Marathon
is a community and family-centered
fundraiser in which we have participated
for over 30 years!

Each student at St. Odilia School is directly impacted
by every donation, whether the donation is $1 or
$100. Marathon donations offset the cost of tuition
and fund programs that add to the excellence of our
school. On Sunday, September 15 our students will be
asking you if you are willing to make a donation for
Fr. Michael & Fr. Rask as they join our students and
families to support our school. Your donation will
make a difference to our community, school and the
children. We thank you for your support!
~The Marathon Committee
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Vacation Bible School — Summer 2019
July 22-26, 2019
The week of July 22-26, St. Odilia conducted its annual Vacation
Bible School. This year’s theme was “Roar!” and taught the
campers that through many different times of life, “God is
Good!” We had about 330 children in grades Pre-K to fifth
grade. One hundred teen and many adult volunteers participated. The Courtyard was alive with over 400 voices singing and
thanking God! The kids also enjoyed daily crafts, bible lesson,
and games. It was a truly fun and faith-filled week!

Join us next July for VBS 2020!
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Vacation Bible School — After Hours

Our middle school and high school students recently spent an amazing week with the VBS After Hours
program. Taking place directly after the morning part of VBS, After Hours focused each day on two main
goals: having as much crazy, memorable fun as possible, and developing the next generation of Christian leaders! Please keep our students in your prayers as they continue their journey of becoming disciples of Christ!
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In addition to the fun and games of Vacation Bible
School (VBS), a service project component is an important
part of the week. The purpose of the service project is to
teach the children how to live out their faith by being of
service to others.
Each year the children learn about an organization that
offers services to children and families. The 2019 service
project was led by high school students Erin and Katie
Hannon and Isabelle and Sophia Vanneste. The girls chose
two organizations that support families in crisis, Second
Stork and Baby's Space. The girls made a presentation and
explained to the children what each organization offers
and how the children could support each project.
Second Stork is a St. Paul based nonprofit that provides
cribs and items that hospitals can give to parents of newborns who find themselves unprepared. To support
Second Stork, the children were encouraged to bring in
money. A total of $876.00 was raised for Second Stork.
Baby's Space is a child care center and family resource
center that supports the families residing in the Little
Earth Housing Development. The children were asked to
donate supplies such as diapers, socks, underwear and
school supplies.

Back left to right: Eva and Isabelle Mouchet
Front: Erin, Kelly and Katie Hannon

The donated supplies filled several cars and were very
appreciated by the staff and families at Baby's Space.
We thank the children and families who generously
supported both organizations!

Faith Formation
Last chance to register for the fall Faith Formation programs! Register now or get more information about our fall
programs by visiting the website at www.stodilia.org under Faith Formation. Catechists are needed in the classroom and
behind the scenes. Let us know where you can help! We offer one full tuition discount to catechists teaching in our
programs. Please see the website for more information or to volunteer.
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Life in the Spirit Seminar
Seven Thursday evenings, Starting Sept. 26, 2019 (skipping Oct. 31)
St. Odilia is offering the Life in the Spirit Seminar! Join us to invite the Holy Spirit to
be a guiding force in your life and deepen your prayer life. The key event is an experience of God's love called the “Baptism in the Holy Spirit”. John the Baptist prophesied about Jesus: “He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and Fire.” Jesus told his
apostles “Stay in Jerusalem until you are baptized with the Holy Spirit.”
Life in the Spirit seminars have been offered thousands of times in countless Catholic
churches throughout the world. Some St. Odilia parishioners have attended many seminars both as participants and
presenters and are eager to share their experiences with all who are interested. There's no planning and no homework
(except for daily prayer ). We will meet for seven Thursday evenings from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. in room 1303. (Please
note: we will not meet on 10/31, therefore the seminar will run through 11/14). The sessions build on each other, so
plan to attend all seven! Each 90 minute session includes prayer, songs of praise, the video presentation , a talk by
a parishioner about his/her faith journey, and small group discussion.
The video talks are given by internationally known speakers, including several talks by Ralph Martin. Ralph is president
of Renewal Ministries, an organization devoted to Catholic renewal and evangelization. Ralph is also the Director of
Graduate Theology Programs in the New Evangelization at Sacred Heart Major Seminary in the Archdiocese of Detroit.
Session Topics include:
 The nature of God who fills us with everlasting love.
 How we are freed from the power of sin.
 How the Holy Spirit gives us a new life.
 How to turn to the Lord and receive a new baptism in the Holy Spirit.
 Making the personal commitment to Christ by asking Jesus to be the Lord of our lives.
 Praying for a personal Pentecost.
 Going on with the Life in The Spirit in our new personal relationship with the Lord.
The Baptism in the Holy Spirit renews the faith we received in our Baptism and in our Confirmation. Pope John XXIII
asked all Catholics to pray during the Second Vatican Council, "Lord, renew your wonders in this our day as by a new
Pentecost." Popes Paul VI, John Paul II and Benedict XVI have called for and prayed for a new Pentecost for the Church
and for humanity. Pope Benedict XVI - Regina Caeli, May 2008; “Today I would like to extend this invitation to everyone.
Let us rediscover dear brothers and sisters, the beauty of being baptized in the Holy Spirit.” Pope Francis Rome, Italy,
Jun 2, 2014; “Let yourselves be guided by the Holy Spirit, with that same freedom.” “I hope that you will share with all
in the Church the grace of baptism in the Holy Spirit…”
If you’ve been looking for a way to deepen your prayer life or wondering how you might experience a deeper understanding of the love of Jesus, please consider joining us.
Please register on the parish web site ”www.stodilia.org” under ‘Faith Formation’ and ‘Adult Formation’, or contact
Leo Boucher, leoboucher@gmail.com phone 651-484-2386. The registration fee of $15.00 is due the first meeting,
September 26. Attendance is limited, please register soon.

You’re ready to access the
inspiring and engaging content
on FORMED!
Learn more at formed.org
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Adult Faith Formation
BECOMING A CATHOLIC
Do you know someone who is:
• Thinking of becoming a Catholic?
• Already Catholic, but has not received Confirmation?
• Interested in serving as a sponsor?
The RCIA – Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults – is for them. The first meetings are for inquiry – no strings attached, no
need to have made a final decision, all seekers welcome. It’s a process of spiritual formation and learning.
The RCIA at St. Odilia meets on Wed. evenings, beginning in mid-September. Each inquirer is also assigned a parishioner
as a sponsor.
Might this year be the “right time” to explore joining the Church?
OR -- Do you know a CHILD or YOUTH who is:
* In a family where the adults are thinking of becoming Catholic, and wants to join with them?
* In a blended family that’s part Catholic, and is thinking of becoming Catholic?
* Is Catholic, and has not yet celebrated First Communion?
The RCIC – Rite of Christian Initiation of Children – is for them. We’ll tailor the process to the individual’s age, situation,
and needs. For further information or to register, contact Lucy Arimond, Director of Adult Formation and
Evangelization, at 651-415-3331 or arimond@stodilia.org.

Archdiocesan Catholic Women's Retreat—September 28
Women, you are invited to the Archdiocesan Women's Retreat
taking place on Saturday, Sept. 28 from 8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. at
Epiphany in Coon Rapids. The theme is Living Grace: Seeing the
Extraordinary in the Ordinary and will begin with Mass celebrated
by Bishop Andrew Cozzens. The day includes awesome keynote
speakers including Father Brian Park, Nell O'Leary and Dia Boyle!
Find out more: www.archspm.org/womensretreat

St. Odilia Music Ministry presents:

Book, Music and Lyrics by Janet Yates Vogt and Mark Friedman.
Based on the book “Anne of Green Gables” by Lucy Maud Montgomery.

A timeless classic and the longest-running annual musical production of all time, Anne of Green Gables is a fun-filled,
heart-warming story of friendship, love, family, and home. With a variety of unforgettable characters, beautiful and
spirited music, and a script that reminds us that love of family is truly one of life’s greatest blessings, Anne of Green
Gables will live in your heart long after our final performance!
Performance dates are February 21-23, 2020 in addition to our “preview” performance
on Thursday evening, February 20, 2020.

We invite you to join us for this uplifting St. Odilia
Musical production!
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Auction container
located in the west
parking lot, open
Saturday & Sunday
9 a.m.—Noon.
During the week, you
can get a key from the
parish office
8:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday.

Limited pickups are
available on Wednesday
evenings. To schedule a
pickup, please call Jerry
Ruhland at
763-765-2694.
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50th Annual St. Odilia Fall Festival

The weekend after Labor Day, September 6, 7 and 8, 2019
The 50th annual Fall Festival; September 6-8, is a weekend on the St. Odilia campus you do not want to miss! Live music, games, a marketplace, bingo on Sunday, live action Saturday evening, inflatables and a petting zoo, a silent auction and a raffle with 20
prizes: OH MY!! Yes, it is a festival you do not want to miss.
The 50th Fall Festival, “A Place for Coming Home”, will be a wonderful
opportunity to reunite with people you have known for 30-40-50 or
more years. We extend a special invitation to school alumni, former staff
members and principals, your grandchildren and friends. Yes friends—
invite them to Mass and all the backyard fun! The Festival Choir will be
singing at the 5:00 p.m. Saturday Mass, 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Sunday Masses.

Raffle: All $10,000 in prize money has been generously donated by three sponsors; Premier Banks, Langer Construction
and NAC Mechanical and Electrical Services. Other businesses; Avenue Motor Sales, Dental Technology Group,
Eibensteiner Real Estate, North American Bank, St. Paul Deanery CCW, TST Creative Catering, and Zawadski Homes
have generously donated to fund the cost of the raffle ticket production. Thanks to the generosity of these local businesses, all proceeds from raffle ticket sales will be used to support the many ministries of St. Odilia.
50 years of festivals deserve an extra special kind of winning. In honor of the 50th anniversary, the $50 Golden Anniversary Raffle Ticket can be purchased—for $50—after selling and/or purchasing $100 from the “traditional” raffle described above. This is a completely separate raffle from the “traditional” raffle, and the winner of this $50 Golden Anniversary Raffle will “split the pot” with St. Odilia, receiving half of the Golden Ticket sales. Don’t miss the drawing on
Sunday, September 8 at 4:30 p.m. in the entertainment tent!
Something for Young and Old at the Festival: All the kids’ favorites return. The Cherry tree is back. Never met a llama?
Visit the petting zoo! Never been on a fire truck? Now is your chance. A canine officer
and police officer will let you know how they work together. Kids can expend some energy on inflatables again this year. The candy shop, cake walk (led by the Cub Scouts)
and cherry tree will all be in the gym.
Kids’ games (led by the Boy Scouts) will
be outside by the gym door. All the
adult favorites are back too! Live entertainment, Bingo on Sunday, the Farmers Market and Book Nook. The quilt
raffle has a new location. Look for it in the Courtyard. Are you a Sweet
Odilia Cookie fan? You will find them right outside the Courtyard kitchen
in the school hallway. Don’t forget to find the raffle barrel in the school
hall way. Fun Fall Festival Fact: We sell 48 tubs of cookie dough turned
into the fabulous Sweet Odilia Cookies each year. Better than Sweet
Martha’s at the state fair.
New at the festival this year: Crock It and Rock it!
It’s not too late to sign up for the first ever St. Odilia Chili Cook-Off. Share
your most AMAZING, chili recipe while enjoying some outdoor music. Can
you take home the winning prize? Impartial judges will be present awarding
first through third place prizes. A “People’s Choice award” will also be given.
Veggie chili, Texas hot chili, white bean chili, chicken chili. Surprise us! Find
the sign ups on the festival web page at www.stodilia.org under ‘Get Involved’ and ‘Fall Festival’. Scroll to the bottom of the page and you’ll find the
link: “Chili Cook-Off Participating Chefs”. Must bring a heavy duty extension
cord and your own “sides and fixings”. Chili Cook-Off participants report to
the outdoor tent Friday 6:00 p.m. with your crockpot of chili. Serving time 6:30-8:30 p.m.
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Who are the judges you ask? We will be surprising you with St.
Odilia staff. Maybe a priest or two. Worried they will not be impartial? Oh, they will be, as they won’t know who made the chili
they are sampling. We are excited about this new way to kick
off the festival Friday evening and celebrate the 50th St Odilia
Fall Festival all weekend long.
Good Luck Chili Cook-Off participants! Oh and to those of you attending Friday night…
don’t forget Dan Perry and the Backyard band will be LIVE outside in the tent. We
hope to see many of you there enjoying the chili, music and dancing. Not a chili lover?
Two Food Trucks will be present and St. Odilia will be selling adult and nonalcoholic
beverages. On Saturday, festival venues open at 3:00 p.m.
Live and Silent Auction: It is not too late to donate to either auction. Better yet, we
hope you will attend the live auction Saturday evening, 6:15 p.m. The Silent auction is
open for bidding Saturday 3:00—10:00 p.m. and Sunday 12-3:30 p.m. Bidding closes
at 3:30 sharp. Silent Auction winners will be called between 3:30-4:00 p.m. and items
can be picked up in the gym. Credit cards accepted at both the live and silent auction.
The ever popular take and buy option is available for silent auction items too.
Kid’s Obstacle Course: Come join the fun - sign up your child for his/her first “race”; get
a T-shirt and win game tickets, all while helping kick-off the wonderful Fall Festival activities! Kids of all ages, but geared to involve ages one to 10. Anyone who wants to exercise along with them is welcome. Meet Saturday, September 7, at the St. Odilia soccer
field. Start time is 2:30 p.m.—Festival starts at 3:00 p.m. (Cost: $8.00, includes T-Shirt,
and Game tickets. Make check payable to St. Odilia. Send to Parish office, 3495 N. Victoria, Shoreview, MN, 55126, or put in the Kid’s Run registration box in the Courtyard.)
Bring your camera!

The 2019 Fall Festival Quilt
The Festival Quilt was sewn by seven ladies of the parish. You may be interested
to know it took over 150 hours to make the quilt, not including the time for the
long arm quilter to do the beautiful stitching. The queen size quilt measures
approximately 78” x 96”. Fabric was generously donated by Bear Patch Quilting,
formerly in downtown White Bear. The long arm quilting was done by Gail
Carlson, After-All Long Arm Quilting.The lucky winner of this treasured quilt will
be identified at the drawing on Sunday, September 8, at 4:30 p.m.

Volunteers Needed!
Has your summer been so busy you have not had time to sign up for a volunteer activity? Now that the Festival is almost here, assess the family schedule and consider various volunteer opportunities. Sign up for your traditional favorites or try something new. Family friendly volunteer opportunities are cookie baking and selling, set up, clean up, kid’s
games, cake walk, candy shoppe and cherry tree. Volunteer sign-ups are found on the St. Odilia website
www.stodilia.org, under ‘Get Involved’ and ‘Fall Festival’. Scroll to the bottom of the page for the links.
September 6-8, 2019
Festival Hours: Friday 6:30 p.m.—10:00 p.m., Saturday 3:00 p.m.—10:00 p.m. and Sunday 12:00 p.m.—4:30 p.m.
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Fall 2019 Worship & Community Life Events
September 7/8

Fall Festival Choir sings at 5:00 p.m., 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.

September 14/15

Faith Formation Sunday 6:00 p.m. Mass resumes

September 15

Parish Choir resumes 9:00 a.m. Mass

October 13

Hand bell choir resumes 9:00 a.m. Mass

October 25

Trunk or Treat 6:00 p.m.

October 31

All Saints Mass 5:30 p.m.

November 1

All Saints Masses — 7:30 a.m., 5:30 p.m. Bilingual

November 4

In Remembrance Service 7:00 p.m.

November 28

Thanksgiving Day Mass 9:00 a.m.

November 23/24

Feast of Christ the King

November 30/ December 1

First Sunday of Advent

December 4

Advent Lessons and Carols 7:00 p.m.

December 8
December 9*

Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe / Our Lady of Guadalupe Mass 12:45 p.m. Español
Feast of the Immaculate Conception (Not a day of obligation because it falls
on a Monday.) Regular, daily Mass is at 7:30 a.m.
*transferred to 12/9 due to 12/8 falling on a Sunday

Mark your calendars for Trunk or Treat 2019!
Adults/teens have fun decorating your trunks (age appropriate) and/or handing out treats - and young people enjoy
going from vehicle to vehicle trick or treating!!
When:
Where:
Time:
Set Up:
Special Guest:

Friday, October 25, 2019
St. Odilia - West School Parking Lot
6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Between 5:00 – 5:45 p.m.
Lake Johanna Fire & Ramsey County Sheriff Departments

A special thank you to the Knights of Columbus who each year help us organize a candy drive, park cars, and clean up!
Thank you! – Worship & Community Life Council
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Eagle Scout Quintuplets!
Boy Scout Troop 9626, from the Catholic Community of St. Odilia , held a joint Eagle Scout
Court of Honor for five Scouts on Tuesday,
August 6 at 6:30 p.m.
Typically, a Boy Scout Troop will have one to
two Eagle Scouts per year, but Boy Scout
Troop 9629 has a strong community dedicated to assisting and encouraging young
men to aim high and succeed. To obtain the
Eagle Rank, a Scout must lead and complete
an Eagle project that benefits the community. He must plan and implement his project
from concept to completion.
Pictured left to right: Matthew Kolasa, Kellen O’Connor, Joe Nuss- The five scouts who celebrated their
baum, Noah Peirson, Zack Sommerfeld, and Michael Hannon
Court of Honor on August 6, received

their Eagle Awards and graduated in 2019. They are:








Michael Hannon, Cretin‐Derham Hall High School. For his Eagle project, Michael and his fellow
Scouts built raised flower beds and laid playground turf for St. Odilia Catholic Community and St. Odilia
School.
Joseph Nussbaum, Cretin‐Derham Hall High School. For his Eagle project, Joe and his fellow Scouts made
two Little Free Libraries that were installed outside the two recreation centers in North Oaks.
Kellen O’Connor, Mounds View High School. For his Eagle project, Kellen and his fellow Scouts made
tie blankets and collected supplies for Wags and Whiskers Animal Rescue.
Noah Peirson, Cretin‐Derham Hall High School. For his Eagle project, Noah and his fellow Scouts built a
two layer wood curio cabinet for a donated Fontanini Nativity set to Cretin-Derham Hall.
Zachary Sommerfeld, Cretin‐Derham Hall High School. For his Eagle project, Zach and his fellow
Scouts built benches for the band room at Cretin‐Derham Hall in honor of Owen Loftus, a Troop
9626 Scout who passed away in September 2018.

In addition to these five young men, four Scouts from Troop 9626 who graduated this spring received their
Eagles over the past four years. They are:






Phillip Chervenak, Como Park High School, earned his Eagle in 2015. For his Eagle project, Phillip and his
fellow scouts made Leopold benches for an outdoor classroom at Murray Middle School in St. Paul.
Isaac Wahlstrom, Cretin‐Derham Hall High School, earned his Eagle in 2015. For his Eagle project, Isaac
and his fellow scouts did landscape work at the Chua Phat Anhe Temple at the Vietnamese Buddhist Association in Roseville.
Matthew Kolasa (pictured), Mounds View High School, earned his Eagle in 2018. For his Eagle project,
Matthew and his fellow scouts landscaped at the Faith Formation building at St. Odilia Catholic Community.
Billy Booth, Moundsview High School, earned his Eagle in 2019. For his Eagle project, Billy built a display
case for the robotics program at St. Odilia School.

All nine of these Eagle Scouts started Cub Scouts together as first graders in 2007. Troop 9626 is chartered by
the Catholic Community of St. Odilia. Currently there are 67 Scouts in the Troop.
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Pastoral Care
Where do your Local Community Outreach/Charity Fund Dollars Go?
During the year our generous parishioners contribute to the St. Odilia Charity Fund and Local Community Outreach by
giving in their green envelope, bringing in donations or providing 1:1 support. Neighbors in need seek out our church
through their faith that God will help them.
The St. Odilia Charity Fund provides many wonderful ministries to our parishioners and community members. Some of
these ministries include: Befrienders, Bereavement, Crisis, Domestic Abuse, Human Trafficking, Homebound Communion,
Dementia Education and Resources, Immigration services. Additional groups combat homelessness and help support our
community services.
People can experience hardships through no fault of their own. For many, an illness, sudden job loss or an unexpected
repair bill can be catastrophic. Thanks to your support, we were able to respond to requests for assistance:
 multiple requests for fuel to get to a job interview
 groceries for many families with children so the money they have could be used for rent and utilities
 help to buy necessary personal items and clothes for children returning to school
 food gift cards to buy formula for babies and help feed families
 assistance to individuals and families who are seeking safe housing
And just so you know, resources of any government or community service agencies are always explored first, and if a
need is still unmet, then we help.
Your generous giving supports parishioners and community members who are struggling to make ends meet. Sometimes
purchasing food for a family has to be sacrificed because the rent needs to be paid. Your donations help families “keep
body and soul together”. You have helped a young mom with two children and a diagnosis of cancer (which limits her
ability to work), provide food for her family and fuel to get to work and to doctor appointments. Many families struggle
with the added need for food and clothing for their children when school is out. With school starting again additional
needs for clothing and supplies can often become difficult to fulfill, while keeping food and shelter safe and adequate.
We all need support at times. Your financial donation ensures these ministries continue to serve those struggling through
tough situations. As Catholics we promise to love and care for our neighbor. Thanks for fulfilling your promise by
supporting these valuable ministries.

“Dear Fr. Rask and all the parishioners of St. Odilia Church,
I have learned with profound appreciation the great sacrifices and generous support you and the parishioners of the
Church of St. Odilia have made towards acquiring a means of transportation for Fr. Raphael Akurugu, one of my
priests, to aid his ministry here in the Diocese of Navrongo-Bolgatanga, Ghana.
I also acknowledge with great admiration the fraternal and familial support the Church of St. Odilia was to him while
he studied at the St. Paul Seminary School of Divinity in the Archdiocese. He has since returned back to Ghana and
into the diocese, and has expressed the tremendous support and friendship you and the parish of St. Odilia extended
to him.
Be assured of my prayers for you and your parishioners.
Sincerely,

Most Fev. Alferd Agyenta (Bishop, Navrongo-Bolgatanga Diocese)”
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Bereavement Ministry at St. Odilia
Bereavement Ministry Mission: To offer sympathy, compassionate listening, and caring support to those who are
grieving the loss of their loved one.
Unless you have lost a loved one who was a parishioner or
whose funeral took place at St. Odilia, you probably are not
aware of this ministry. This ministry was implemented in
January 2015, and in the last four years, there have been
between 60 to 70 funerals per year, so this is a very active
ministry.
On a monthly basis, the Funeral Coordinator sends the previous month's funeral information to the Bereavement Ministry coordinator. This information is further disseminated
to those Bereavement Ministers available to perform specific tasks. Each Bereavement Minister completes all action
items for their assigned individuals.
 One month after death – Phone call to the contact person designated for the deceased
 Two months after death – The letter Promises Fulfilled
from the Pastor is mailed by the Parish Office, along
with the Growing Through Loss brochure. Growing
Through Loss, a program that St. Odilia supports, is an
example of a resource that may be helpful to a loved
one following a death. This six week series will be held
at St. Odilia this fall (see following page.)
 Six months after death – Remembrance Card sent
 One-year anniversary of death – Remembrance Card
sent
All Bereavement Ministers receive a training packet, which
includes how to handle the phone call (guidelines on what
to say and what support to offer). A phone call varies from
five minutes to twenty minutes, and sometimes a follow-up
call might be made. Guidelines are also provided for the
script to use in the Remembrance Cards, although having
talked to the contact person at the one month time frame,
additional verbiage and support may be added.
The "In Remembrance" Services are held the first Monday in

May and November, and serve to remember the deceased
through lighted candles, prayers, music, readings, and photographs. It is a very moving service, and allows for those
grieving to connect with one another. Bereavement Ministers attend to the table of prayer shawls, Care Notes and
grief support group listings. They also welcome attendees
to the service and interact with them before the service and
afterwards during the hospitality event.
Bereavement Ministry knows that the efforts our Catholic
community extends to those who have experienced a recent
loss bring comfort and strength to those whom they serve.
It is comforting for those who have experienced a recent
loss to know that both they and their loved one continue to
be remembered. Those contacted have expressed appreciation for receiving the support, kindness and sympathy
offered by Bereavement Ministry and St. Odilia.
Staff and parishioners who are involved in this ministry are
Deacon Jim Saumweber, Kim Albrecht (coordinates funerals
and the In Remembrance Services), Mavonne Prokop
(Bereavement Ministry Coordinator), Dave Haugland of Impressive Print (donated the cards sent to those who are
grieving), and Gina McGovern (offered her professional expertise in providing the training packet for Bereavement
Ministers). Others members are Julie Christiansen, Sue
Flesch, Mary Sue Johnson, Diane Lenzmeier and Barb Nichols. A special thank you to Marlys Toogood, who was one of
the original members of this ministry and very active since
its implementation. We are all blessed for the opportunity
to serve, in some small way, those grieving the loss of their
loved ones.
Bereavement Ministry welcomes new members, so please
consider joining us in this rewarding experience.
If interested, please contact Deacon Jim at 651-415-3354.

End of Life Issues Presentation
Speaker: Deacon Najarian
October 16, from 7 – 8:30 p.m. in the St. Odilia Courtyard
Sponsored by Respect for Life Committee
All are welcomed to attend this presentation addressing important end of life issues. Topics such as assisted
suicide, food and hydration, euthanasia, difference between ordinary and extraordinary care and other
timely and significant end of life issues with be discussed by Deacon Najarian.
Deacon Najarian, a physician and expert on biomedical ethics, will present the church’s teachings on end of
life issues and provide information on how to address real life medical situations. See the bulletin for more
information on this presentation.
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Pastoral Care
“Growing Through Loss” Grief Support Series at St. Odilia
St. Odilia will be hosting the fall series of Growing Through Loss, a six week presentation
running every Monday evening from September 16 to October 21, 2019.
This grief support series provides an opportunity for individuals to obtain information
and support for a variety of loss and grief issues ranging from the loss of a spouse, a parent, a child, a sibling or friend, a grandparent, suicide survivors, divorce or separation, or
a transitional loss (for example, empty nest, moving, job loss, broken relationship,

financial setbacks).
A large group presentation is offered at the beginning of each session, followed by small support groups
related by similar losses. Each Monday evening consists of:

Registration at 6:45 p.m., speaker 7:00 p.m. to 7:45 p.m., small group session 8:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
Sept. 16

Grief: A Journey
Linda Cherek: Licensed Therapist, Educator, Consultant and Author

Sept. 23

Caring for a Broken Heart
Linda Cherek: Licensed Therapist, Educator, Consultant and Author

Sept. 30

A Personal Grief Story: Sharing Hope
Monica Shearon: Christian Mother, Educator, Life Coach

Oct. 7

Families during Grief
Janice Winchester Nadeau, Ph.D., Licensed Psychologist, Marriage and Family Thera-

pist
Oct. 14 Out of the Desert: Isolation or Engagement As One
Experiences Loss
Bob Bartlett: Marriage and Family Therapist

Oct. 21

Hello Grief, Where Do We Go from Here, God?
(includes a service of healing and hope)
Deacon Jim Saumweber, Pastoral Minister, Catholic Community of St. Odilia

There is no cost to attend and you may go to one or more sessions. Light refreshments will be served and no
preregistration is required. Since St. Odilia will be hosting this fall six-week session, we are looking for
volunteers to help with this event. If you would like to help, please call Deacon Jim at 651-415-3354.
~Sponsored by the Pastoral Care Council
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Sarah’s Table 2019—2020 Schedule
Sarah’s Table will begin again in October. If you are unfamiliar with Sarah’s Table it is an opportunity for our older
parishioners to gather once a month for a good meal, fellowship and occasionally some entertainment. It is always
on a Wednesday at 11:30 am in the Courtyard. Call ahead for reservations at 651-415-3364.
Below ae the 2019-2020 dates for Sarah’s Table:

Wednesday, October 9
Wednesday, November 13
Wednesday, December 4
Wednesday, January 8, 2020
Wednesday, February 12
Wednesday, March 18
Wednesday, April 15
Wednesday, May 13
Wednesday, June 10

Our Initial Communion Service
for those with memory loss and their Caregivers
On Thursday August 8, at 1 p.m. in room 2019 we held our first Communion Service for people dealing
with some memory loss and their caregivers. It was a small group, about a dozen people, but what an
amazing group of people! At one point in the service people were asked if they wished to tell any part of
their story as to why they were here and how this had affected them. We had both caregivers and people
with memory loss tell us part of their stories, their fears, frustrations, and sometimes the opportunity to
assist a parent or spouse. We talked about how we, as a community, need to learn how best to relate to
someone experiencing memory loss and become more of a Dementia Friendly Parish. It can be all too easy
to shy away from someone who has some memory loss often because of our inability or uncomfortableness in communicating with them. We need to learn how to embrace others and include them in our community and worship services when memory changes happen to old friends and acquaintances.
It proved to be a very positive experience for those who came to the service. And this would not have
happened at all without the dedication of specific parish volunteers like Tom and Becky Hayes, Michael
Bronk and all the members of the Pastoral Care Council, our Befrienders and some additional parish
volunteers who stepped forward to help. Thank you all!
After the service some light snacks and beverages were served in the Courtyard where laughter and discussions completed the afternoon. Some written materials and resources were available for people to take,
along with some Prayer Shawls made by our St. Odilia Prayer Shawl Knitters and some Prayer Rocks made
by the children of St. Odilia School.
We are hoping to schedule another Communion service in the near future. If you or someone you know
might benefit and enjoy attending, please invite them. We pray for all of us, as we experience those unforeseen and unplanned changes in our lives and the lives of our loved ones.
~Blessings, The Pastoral Care Council
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Pastoral Care — Old Log Theatre Event!
Join us on Wednesday, October 30, for another
musical comedy at the Old Log Theater in Excelsior.
“A Gentleman’s Guide to Love and Murder”, this
year’s show, is an uproarious musical comedy about
a distant heir to a family fortune.
This production was the most nominated show of the 2014 season
with 10 Tony nominations and four wins, including Best Musical.
Monty Navarro, eighth in line for the earldom, figures his chances of
outliving his predecessors are slight and sets down a ghoulish path
only to find that love takes precedence. Join us for a comfortable
motor coach ride to the theater, a delicious lunch and the show.
The bus leaves the church at 10:30 a.m. and returns around 4 30 p.m.
Tickets will be $68 per person.
Questions? Call Barb Nichols at 763 -795-8642.

St. Odilia Men’s Club
The Men’s Club at St. Odilia is hosting several events this year (2019-2020) including Pancake Breakfasts, Church Bingo
and Lenten Fish Fry Dinners.

One of our goals is to support the youth athletic programs. We raise funds for the youth of the parish and give them an
opportunity to serve along side us at most events. We welcome their support during the Breakfasts and Fish Fry. In fact
without them and the support of the teachers of St. Odilia, family and friends, these community events could not happen.
The Men of St. Odilia gather several times during the school year to support these Catholic traditions of serving others in
an effort to provide an atmosphere of community building. It is a great opportunity to be involved, meet fellow parishioners, support your faith, build strong relationships and meet the needs of our Catholic community.

But that’s not all….
During the summer months several members golf on Tuesday and Thursday
mornings at Goodrich, Manitou
Ridge and Keller Golf courses.
Recently we gathered at a St.
Paul Saints game to celebrate
another successful year serving
the community.

Join us for our first annual
meeting on September 10
or contact:
Russ Bertsch (612-386-3296 or email: russ4419@comcast.net)
or Dan Duffy (phone: 763 227 2741 or email: daniel.duffy@voya.com).
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News from the Council of Catholic Women
CCW – Seasons of Giving and Sharing

Organization
ST ODILIA AUXILLIARY KITCHEN NEEDS

Amount

The St. Odilia Council of Catholic Women is proud
to announce that they again were able to share
earnings from the jewelry/craft sales and bake
sales with our parish and community. Due to the
success of the sales this season a total of
$15,000.00 in cash supported many groups or
projects!

ST ODILIA YOUTH FORMATION

$1,000

ST ODILIA ADULT EDUCATION
St. Odilia Building Expansion Debt Reduction Campaign
ST ODILIA SPRED

$1,000

In addition to the cash donations, quilts were
donated to Lake Ridge, Owasso Homes, and
Estates of Roseville. Baby blankets, mittens, many
baby booties and hats, fleece blankets, baby quilts,
bibs and crocheted blankets were donated to the
Birthright and our Crib. These handmade items
were donated by the CCW quilters and crafters and
the knitters in the St. Paul Deanery. CCW also supports donations to the Appalachia project to help
the poor.

ST. ODILIA CHARITY

$1,500

$3,000
$200

ST ODILIA BOY SCOUTS

$300

ST ODILIA SARAH’S TABLE (Door prizes)

$400
$2,000

CRADLE OF HOPE

$100

FRANCISCAN BROTHERS

$300

KITUI, AFRICA ACCW

$200

SHARING AND CARING HANDS

$400

JOSEPH’S COAT

$200

LISTENING HOUSE

$300

LITTLE SISTERS OF THE POOR

$200

OUR LADY OF PEACE

$100

ST. PAUL SEMINARY

$400

SUSQUEHANNA

$400

VISITATION MONASTERY

$300

MADONNA PLAN
RALPH REEDER FOOD SHELF
PHILOMENA HOUSE
Total Donations:

$1,500
$800
$400
$15,000

Thanks to our many dedicated volunteers and loyal
shoppers at our sales we were able to exceed the
previous two years records of giving by $4,000.00!
The donation list is longer than in the past also.
We start our next season in October. Look for
details in upcoming bulletins.

St. Paul Deanery Meeting Update:
On Thursday, September 19, 2019, the St. Odilia Council of Catholic Women will be hosting the St. Paul Deanery
Meeting. The meeting will begin at 8:30 a.m. A brief business agenda will be conducted first, followed by our featured speaker, Father James Peterson. Mass will be celebrated at noon with a lunch to follow.
Father’s topic is the Venezuelan Mission – Jesucristo Resucitado. The parish of Jesucristo Resucitado is located in Ciudad Guyana, Venezuela. An estimated 65,000 people live in the eleven distinct barrios or neighborhoods within the
parish. We minister to the spiritual and physical needs of the people in this parish. Father James spent three years
ministering at the Mission. He will speak about his experiences, the Mission, and its needs. He is now the pastor at
Immaculate Conception in Columbia Heights.
The cost for the day is $15.00. Reservations can be made by calling Jane Rosner at 651-261-2534. If you have any
questions, please contact Cathy Healy at 651-483-1549.
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St. Odilia Prayer Garden
Third Columbarium Added in Summer 2019
It took two Eickhof Columbaria manufacturer workers three days to install our
third columbarium in our Saint Odilia Prayer Garden this summer. It requires
detailed and meticulous labor. And it is meaningful and important work since the
niches will shelter the cremains of loved ones.
The new columbarium, named Saint
Monica, is our third one in our Prayer
Garden plaza and is adjacent to our
other two existing columbaria (Saint
Francis and Saint Clare). Saint Monica is
a curved wall (matching Saint Clare) and
features 160 niches – 80 niches facing
the east and 80 niches facing the west. Each niche can contain two adult size
urns. Niche prices for the new Saint Monica columbarium range from $2,300 to
$2,900, depending on the level selected. There are still some niches available in
Saint Clare and they range from $1700 to $2300. Saint Francis, our first columbarium, installed in the fall of 2014 with 120 niches, is sold out. The three
columbaria combined contain 440 niches.
In addition, there are also over 300 earth burial spaces in our Prayer Garden.
Costs for an earth burial space ranges from $1,800 to $3,600.
Over 35 volunteers faithfully maintain the Prayer Garden. The gardens are now in full bloom
and beautiful. You are invited to visit. There are benches if you care to pause and pray for
those interred. Or take a walk on the paths
throughout the Prayer Garden and reflect on
God’s gift of nature.
If you have questions about the Prayer Garden
or are interested in purchasing a niche or earth
burial lot, please contact Lynne Schriver-Sheedy
at prayergarden@stodilia.org or by calling H: 651.653.3777
or C: 651.307.5315 or by calling the Parish Office at 651.484.6681.
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We remember and pray for those who have gone before us.

Owen Daniel Loftus

April 11, 2003—October 5, 2018

Owen went to Heaven in the arms of Jesus on October 5, 2018, after suffering complications from treatment for Leukemia. Owen was diagnosed with Leukemia (ALL) on June 24, 2018, and was in remission. Owen handled the “Lukey” as
he called it with dignity, grace and humor. He was a pillar of strength and courage and an inspiration to everyone. Owen never once complained about having leukemia or the limitations it put on his body and his life. When Owen’s body
was the weakest, his faith and determination were the strongest.

Owen was born prematurely at 27 weeks, weighing 1lb., 5 oz.
He spent his first three months fighting for his life at Children’s
Hospital and the last three months of his life at Children’s
fighting leukemia. Owen believed he was a miracle and was
thankful to God for giving him life against all odds. He attended
St. Odilia for elementary school, transferring to Saint Thomas
Academy for 7th and 8th grades. Owen went to Cretin-Derham
Hall beginning his freshman year and was a sophomore when he
passed away. Owen found his home at CDH and loved being a
part of the band, swim team and ultimate frisbee team.
To every extent possible Owen did not let leukemia limit his activities. It meant the world to him to be able to go to school and
Emmaus events with the youth group at St. Odilia as much as
possible, even when his body was weak. Owen was a devoted
scout with Troop 9626 in Shoreview working towards his Eagle
rank. He loved camp outs with his fellow scouts and doing high
adventure activities. Owen was a person of faith and was active
in the youth ministry at St. Odilia, participating in the summer
stretch program before he was diagnosed. He loved bowling at
Flaherty’s, shooting hoops, golfing and playing ping-pong. He
was a voracious reader and had amassed quite a home library.
When diagnosed, he set four goals for August: attend the weeklong scout camp at Tomahawk, attend the two week percussion and band camps, march with the Cretin-Derham Hall
band in the state fair parade, and start school on the first day. Owen proudly accomplished all these goals, attending
Tomahawk after completing a round of chemotherapy. Although he was not able to go to band camp every day, Owen
was so excited when he was able to practice on the field with his fellow bandinos. We were so proud while watching
him march in the parade, carrying his base drum in full uniform.
Owen was a kind and gentle soul, and will be remembered for his infectious smile, wicked sense of humor and the
kindness he showed to everyone. The Boy Scout in Owen would want everyone to “Do a good turn daily” in his remembrance. In response to a friend’s text asking how his last chemo was going, he replied, “getting through the tough stuff
with prayer and determination”, which sums up Owen’s life perfectly.
Blessings, Dan and Susan Loftus
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We remember and pray for those who have gone before us.

Walter Francis Bauer, WFB, “Wally” June 15, 1929—July 13, 2019
Age 90 of Shoreview. God’s precious child went home to the Lord on Saturday, July 13, 2019, peacefully while living at a
Wonderful Community - Eagle Crest in Roseville. Preceded in death by his father
and mother, Walter J. and Bernice N. Bauer from Mondovi WI, his youngest sister, Annabel, his beloved wife of 48 years, Mary Jane Heida, and loved second
wife, Nancy King Loken of 13 years.
Wally touched many lives during his journey, none more so than those of his
family: loving dad of Barbie and husband Steve Zawadski, and Daniel and wife
Tracee Bauer, loving stepdad of Joe and Linda Gappa, Robert Gappa and Michael
Menard, cherished grandfather for Nicholas and wife Anna, Katie and husband
Alex, Patrick and wife Terra, Bill, and Becca, cherished step-grandfather for Beth
and Matt Adelmeyer, Karyn and Carey Slater, excited great-grandfather of Tatum, Zoe, Alex, Sinjin, Kennedy and Callaway, brother to LaVon Smith, Robert
and sister-in-love Joanne Bauer, nieces, nephews and cousins. Many dear relatives, friends and business associates have warmly touched his life.
Walter graduated from Mondovi HS in 1947 after playing basketball and playing trombone in the band. He headed to St.
Paul to attend St. Thomas College where he played basketball and helped the team to two NAIC national tournaments,
graduating in 1954. He married his high school sweetheart, Mary Jane in 1950. He then served as an MP in the Army in
Vienna, Austria, 1951-1953. He was hired by Mounds View School District as a Phy. Ed Teacher, Basketball Coach and
Asst. Football Coach at MVHS, Edgewood Jr. High, Irondale High School 1954 until he retired in 1981. He started W. F
Bauer Construction while teaching in 1969, building many homes in the northern suburbs. He enjoyed fishing, camping
and traveling in the motorhome throughout his life making more memories and meeting people on the way.
We celebrated Dad’s homecoming surrounded by family and friends, August 2 at St Odilia . Dad’s celebration was officiated by Father Rask and what a beautiful experience we had with HHBP, St. Odilia’s and Military Honors to send Dad off.
Thank you to all for helping us celebrate Dad.
He lived his life as a strong Catholic farm boy expecting hard work from all and helping those that needed an extra hand.
He will be missed, but we feel very blessed that he impacted our lives and many others throughout his life. We have
many memories to cherish while we continue this life with God by our sides.

Donald Anton Schuck

October 11, 1931—April 20, 2019

Donald was born and raised in Meadowlands, Minnesota, on October 11, 1931. He
passed away on April 20, 2019, and is survived by loving wife Bernie and children
Dawn, Brett, and Mitch.
Grandfather of Hnub-Tshiab and Anton.
Donald had many step-children and stepgrandchildren, along with too many family
members and friends to mention!
Mass of Christian burial was held at St. Odilia
parish and prayer garden on April 29, 2019.
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Joyce (Korte) Fleissner

May 26, 1938—June 24, 2019

Born May 26, 1938, in St. Rosa, MN. Born into eternal life on June 24 in Shoreview, MN. Joyce grew up in Sauk Centre,
MN. She moved to the Twin Cities following high school graduation. There she
met and married Jim (Butch) Fleissner. They raised three daughters in Shoreview. Joyce worked at Dayton’s in Rosedale selling shoes for many years.
Joyce loved to bake and is remembered especially for her Christmas cookies
and cinnamon rolls. Joyce also enjoyed hosting holiday meals and any family
gathering. Her specialties were Thanksgiving dressing & gravy and Easter ham
& potato salad.
Joyce was diagnosed with Myasthenia Gravis in 2004 following Jim’s death.
This brought on a new set of physical challenges. It didn’t stop her from traveling, most recently to California for a granddaughter’s wedding in December
2017 and to Florida in January/February 2019.
Joyce downsized and moved into a townhouse in Lino Lakes for the last eight
years, but spent her last month at St. Therese at St Odilia. This brought her
home to the old neighborhood.
Joyce is survived by three daughters: Beth (Keith) Linzmeier, Jill (John) Petersen, and Mary (Matt) Tyler and the light of
her life, her eight grandchildren.

Dorothy (St. Marie) Franzen

September 17, 1943—April 20, 2019

Dorothy passed away on April 20, 2019 after a year-long health battle from
a stroke. She is survived by her two daughters (Janet & Debbie), five grandchildren (Brett, Maddie, Orion, Emma & Trey) and her brother (Bill St. Marie).
Dorothy was an active member of St. Odilia. She was part of the welcoming
committee and was a Sunday Eucharist Minister. She was also involved in
Shoreview's New Neighbors and Walking Groups, National Association of
Professional Saleswomen, Twin Cities Chapter of Cursillo and was a 2009
Winter Carnival Senior Royalty Princess.
Dorothy loved to spend her summers at her cabin in Nisswa, Minnesota
with her children and grandchildren. She cherished having happy hours
with her girlfriends. She kept in close contact with all her extended nieces
and nephews. Her family appreciated all the support the parish community
provided throughout our year-long journey!
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W. Bruce Clark, MD

Aug 14, 1928—July 14, 2019

Our planet has lost an amazing, wonderful man.
Being the consummate ophthalmologist, Bruce passed away on the day this church was
celebrating the Feast of St Odilia, the patron saint of diseases of the eye. A graduate of
Macalester and the U of M Medical School (1954), he joined the Air Force, where he studied and later taught in the USAF School of Aerospace Medicine. He was ever so proud of
the research and innovation that came from working with the astronauts of Project Mercury, the first humans in space.

Bruce was a compassionate healer and inspiring teacher. He took in patients at his office on
West Seventh St without regard to their ability to pay. Homemade cookies often sufficed
as pay. It was his joy, his honor, his mission to preserve or restore anyone’s vision. Bruce
loved his position as Professor in the U of M Medical School’s Eye Dept.
A gifted musician, he loved to listen to any kind: classical, jazz, bagpipes... He was quite the astronomer, nature photographer, speedboat captain, sailor, and pilot. He adored the friends and family around him, could spin a great yarn, and
LOVED to hear others tell great stories.
While Bruce’s grandfather provided the granite for the Cathedral of Saint Paul, Nancy Davern’s grandfather had built and
placed the cross on its top, so naturally Bruce and Nancy were married in this beautiful church. Since their retirement in
1995, Bruce and Nancy lived mostly in Tucson, visiting Minnesota during the summer, until about five years ago, when
they returned to live full time in Minnesota, closer to family and friends.
Bruce packed a lot of life into his 90 years! His passing was so peaceful, holding his love’s hand, and surrounded by his
children. He will be deeply missed by the love of his life and wife of 35 years Nancy Davern Clark, his children: Scott
(Julie), Alan (Susan), Joel (Cindy), Eric, and Amy (Mark) Clark-Wickham, seven grandchildren, and four greatgrandchildren.

Anne Ziemer

September 10, 1925 — June 18, 2019

My mother, Anne Ziemer, grew up in Minneapolis and raised her family in Excelsior where she resided for over 50 years.
She was known for her wonderful Christmas cookies, her love of chocolate, her dry wacky sense of humor, her deep
faith, and her love of family.

Mom joined the St. Odilia parish in June of 2017 when she moved to St. Therese
at St. Odilia. During that time she was so very thankful for the wonderful care at
St. Therese, and the Eucharistic Ministers from St. Odilia who visited her on a
daily basis. When she was released from hospice and moved to EagleCrest in Roseville, Mom was visited weekly by Jeff Washburn and later by Scott Palmer.
Mass and daily prayer were so very important to her, and when she could no
longer attend Mass these visits were a greater source of comfort.
On behalf of my mother, I would like to thank the St. Odilia community for your
attentiveness to her spiritual needs during her final years. She will be greatly
missed by her three daughters, 15 grandchildren, and 14 great-grandchildren.
~With gratitude, Pat Mack (Anne’s daughter)
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Marianne Rainer Schuette

June 4, 1930—May 11, 2019

Marianne Rainer Schuette was born at home in Forest Lake, MN. She was the fourth child born of the eleven Rainer
children. She lived in Forest Lake until she moved to Minneapolis to find work at Honeywell.
It was there that she met the love of her life, Myron Schuette and they were
married in 1951.
Their first baby, Nancy was born when they lived in a small apartment in Minneapolis. They bought their first house on Island Lake Avenue in 1953. It was
while living there that Terry, Tommy, Sandy and Pam were born. In 1966,
they moved to the “new house”, further up the street. Marianne lived on this
same street for 63 years! The Island Lake neighborhood is very special and
the friends they made there felt like family.
She enjoyed making things and was usually busy with some kind of project,
especially crocheting and knitting. When the kids were young, she sewed
many of their clothes.
Marianne and Myron built a cabin on Goodrich Lake and spent many years
vacationing there with so many good memories. In later years, they enjoyed
traveling by motor home and eventually purchased a mobile home in Florida
and again enjoyed many good friends.
Always an active woman, she enjoyed tennis for many years, water skied and
then joined the YMCA and did water aerobics. She was also very committed to her daily exercise routine at home.
She and the kids were charter members of St. Odilia, being part of the group who will remember the early services being held in one of the public school auditoriums. Over the many years, she watched the church grow into the building
of today. Even when she had moved to Assisted Living at Presbyterian Homes, she still attended the church whenever
she could. Her church community and activities were very important to her.
Although she had many good friends, family was the most important of all her activities. She and Myron enjoyed raising
their five children together. After Myron became ill and passed away way too young, Marianne was blessed to enjoy
the company of her family which now includes 14 grandchildren and 25 great grandchildren.
We miss her dearly and she will remain in our hearts forever.
~ The Schuette family

Blessed are they who mourn, for they will be comforted.
Matthew 5:4
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Welcome
New Parishioners!
May
Tom and Judy Pruitt

Considering Joining Our St. Odilia Community or
Our New Member Welcome Committee
St. Odilia is a vibrant, supportive community. Through the new member welcome
process, new members begin to recognize “familiar faces in the crowd” by getting to
know each other and members of our Welcome Committee.
Examples of individuals and families our committee welcomes include people who:
 Are new to the area
 Previously attended St. Odilia church or school and now want to join the parish
 Have been inactive but would now like to reconnect to the Church
 Have been attending/participating and now want to officially join our St. Odilia
community

June
Jane Collova
Marge Johnson
Gregory Johnson
Jeffrey Johnson
Mark Johnson

Registration for potential new members begins by attending a Welcome Briefing
meeting with a member of the Welcome Committee to receive information about
the St. Odilia Community.

July
Zak and Kadie Chlebeck
Logan Chlebeck
Ryan and Michelle Krzmarzick
Lucy Krzmarzick
Henry Krzmarzick
Charles Krzmarzick

For convenience, briefings are scheduled twice a month: Either choose a Thursday
evening OR a Sunday, following the 9:00 a.m. Mass.

Patricia Wittman

For more information, please call the Parish Center
at 651-484-6681.

No pre-registration is required for these briefings. Registration concludes with a
Welcome Mass at one of our regular 9 a.m. Sunday liturgies followed by coffee/juice
and donut reception.
We invite St. Odilia Community members to join our New Member Welcome Committee. Please join us on a Welcome Sunday OR any of the new member briefings.

YOU CAN HELP US TO REDUCE MAILING COSTS!
Each winter, we have many pieces of mail returned from the post office for individuals who were “temporarily away”. Each returned piece
of mail costs St. Odilia first class postage rates even if it is mailed as third class mail. If you have plans to be away for longer that one
week during the colder months in Minnesota, please take a few minutes to complete the form below and drop it into the collection basket
or mail it to:
St. Odilia Parish Center Office
3495 N. Victoria St.
Shoreview, MN 55126
***Or you can e-mail this information to: bulletin@stodilia.org***

DO YOU HAVE PLANS TO BE AWAY???
Please select one option and provide your name and address information:
A) Please do not forward my mail ___________
Date leaving Minnesota: ___________ Date back in Minnesota: ___________

B) Please forward my mail ___________
Date leaving Minnesota: ___________ Date back in Minnesota: ___________
Name:___________________________________ Env. #________
Current Address: ________________________________________
City, State, Zip: _________________________________________
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Are You Moving?
If you are moving we would like to know so we can keep our records current and our postage costs down.
Please fill out the form below and return it by dropping it into the collection basket at any Mass, or by
mailing it to: St. Odilia Parish Center Office, 3495 N. Victoria, Shoreview, MN 55126
Name: _______________________________________________________ Env. #: _______________
Old Address: __________________________________ City, State, Zip: ________________________
New Address: _________________________________ City, State, Zip: ________________________
Email Address: __________________________________________
New Phone (Include area code): _________________ Effective Date: ________________________
I/We will be staying in the parish:

Y ______ N ________

Newsletter Team:

Corporate Board Members:

Amy Etten, Mary Holmes and staff
consultants.

Most Rev. Bernard A. Hebda, Archbishop
Very Rev. Charles Lachowitzer, Vicar General
Rev. Phillip Rask, Vice President
Greg Gerlach, Trustee Treasurer
Mary Nussbaum, Trustee Secretary

The St. Odilia Messenger is a publication of the Catholic Community of St.
Odilia, 3495 North Victoria, Shoreview,
Minnesota, 55126. Each issue is distributed to registered parishioners.
To receive a copy, register by calling
651-484-6681.

651-291-4400
651-291-4430
651-484-6681

St. Odilia Parish Phone Numbers:
Parish Office
Parish Office Fax
School Office
Faith Formation Office
Faith Formation/Latino Ministry Fax

651-484-6681
651-484-0780
651-484-3364
651-415-3329
651-789-3118

The NEXT Newsletter Deadline: Please submit articles for the WINTER issue of The Messenger
by Wednesday, November 6, 2019. They may be sent by email to messenger@stodilia.org or dropped at
the parish office. Electronic submissions are appreciated. Pictures (jpg files) are welcome but please describe each photo with caption text if possible.

VISION AND MISSION
VISION
To joyfully live the Gospel by knowing, loving, and serving God and one another.
MISSION
We are a Catholic community of faith that welcomes every person to grow in holiness and draw
closer to Jesus Christ through…
 Worship and Evangelization
 Faith Formation and Education
 Works of Charity and Justice
… every day and at every stage of life.
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Fall Worship Schedule for St. Odilia
Saturday
8:00 a.m. (Word and Communion)
5:00 p.m. Mass
Sunday
7:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m. Mass
12:45 p.m. Mass in Spanish
6:00 p.m. Mass (starting Sept. 15)

Weekday Liturgies
Monday - Friday, 7:30 a.m. Mass
Eucharistic Adoration
Mondays (year round)
1:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. in the chapel

Celebrate Fall Festival Sept. 6-8 and
Nametag Weekend!
Say “hello” to your fellow parishioners by putting on a nametag
as you come into church!

First Fridays (year round)
8:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m. in the church;
after Morning Mass
First Fridays (September through April)
11:00 a.m. – 8:00 p.m. in the chapel

