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from our pastor

Fr. Rask

David Keck is the author of a book called Forgetting Whose we Are: Alzheimer’s Disease and
the Love of God. He calls Alzheimer’s the “theological disease”. This disease and others like
it give rise to profound religious questions. They strike at values we hold most dear: our
autonomy, our sense of self, our identity and sense of belonging. Memory really make us
who we are, provides the continuity essential for a sense of self.

This disease certainly prompts us to ask that perennial question about the existence of evil: Why has God created this
ugliness? Why has God allowed it to flourish? But there are other questions as well. How does a family praise and
love God through the course of this disease, through the slow deterioration, disintegration, decline, the physical
and mental erosion that can last from three to twenty years? It’s a disease that has also been called the long goodbye.
The most important questions involve our relationship with God. If memory is crucial for identity, isn’t it also
important for the spiritual life, for religion, for discipleship, for faith, for salvation? Much about what the scripture
demands from us can be summed up in the word “remember!” Israel is a community of faith vitalized by memory.
These people knew their God not so much by reflection on the wonders of nature, but by reflection on God’s action
for their salvation in their own history, remembering it, celebrating it. The Eucharist is a memorial sacrifice. As often
as we proclaim the death of the Lord until he comes–as often as we remember, in other words–God continues his saving work among us.
But what is the meaning of this, of the gospel, for someone who cannot remember his or her own name or recognize
the faces of ones who love them? How is it possible to speak of a personal relationship with God when there seems to
be no person left? As memory itself dissolves, as the self disintegrates, as one forgets all one’s previous religious commitment and pious practices, one can forget even God. As we forget whose we are, what does participation in the life
of the Church mean then?
The experience of dementia, of Alzheimer’s, reminds us that none of us are as autonomous as we think we are. It reminds us that we are all dependent on others more than we sometimes care to admit. It reminds us that all of us enter into life and leave life fully dependent on others. Throughout our lives, God is systematically stripping away from
us those things in which we think we have security, peace, and lasting life: our possessions, our health, our youth
and beauty, the people we love, positions of power and prestige, and yes, sometimes even our minds, even our intelligence, even our identity. All of this in order that God may finally and completely fashion us in the image of his
Son raised to life that does not end. All of this in order that God may fill us with Himself forever. We are capable–
even when we are healthy, free of mental disease–of forgetting who we truly are before God. That’s what sin is.
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from our pastor
We also learn something else from people with these terrible diseases of the mind. We learn about the care that we are
to exercise for one another, for all those on the journey with us. The more dependent, the more vulnerable, the weaker
members of our community are, the "poor ones" of the Lord, the more they deserve from us the greatest respect and
care, because they are closest to what God's Son became for the sake of our salvation. They are given to us to teach us
the way to salvation: dependence on God alone.
How do people with these debilitating mental diseases remember, how do they participate in salvation? Keck says that
the Church, the community of disciples, through its traditions, its liturgy, its doctrine, performs in religion the same
tasks caregivers do for the body. The faithful caregiver continues to groom and care for the person he/she loves even
when that person is no longer able to remember who they are or to whom they belong. Keck interviewed a caregiver
and was asked why he took such loving care of his wife for so long even though she didn’t even remember who he was.
He simply said, “I remember.”
We imitate our God who Scripture says never forgets, even if everyone else does. Do you remember those poignant
words of Isaiah. “Zion said, ‘The Lord has forsaken me, my God has forgotten me.’ ‘but,’ says the Lord, ‘can a mother
forget her infant, be without tenderness for the child of her womb?” (Well, yes, she can–that’s what dementia is all
about. But the prophet, speaking for God, continues) “Even should she forget, I will never forget you. See, I have

written your names on the palms of my hands.’”
The Pastoral Care Council of St. Odilia has embraced the idea of this parish becoming a Dementia Friendly
Community. Such a parish accepts and values people regardless of cognitive abilities and offers opportunities for
both spiritual and pastoral support so that those with impairment can enjoy being a part of a worshiping community.
We are now a member of the North Central Consortium of The Gathering, operated and managed by Lyngblomsten
Services, Inc. in partnership with more than 20 churches throughout the area. The Gathering is a weekly program that
provides brain-stimulating activities for those with memory loss and gives a day of respite to their caregivers, who also
receive support and resources from the program. Our membership in this program coincides with our Parish Mission to

extend to all people care, love, encouragement, and help in their time of need. This includes both the caregivers and
their loved ones who suffer from these devastating diseases of the mind. Our participation is made possible by a grant
from the St. Odilia Endowment Fund.

In Christ,
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St. Odilia Endowment Fund
St. Odilia Endowment Fund—Continuing the Legacy
On Saturday, September 28, Fr. Rask and the St. Odilia Endowment Fund Advisory committee hosted “An Evening of
Thanks and Recognition” for benefactors of the St. Odilia Endowment Fund. The evening began with a special blessing
at the 5:00 Mass followed by a reception, dinner and program. This year nine new benefactors were honored.
Deacon Jim Saumweber, Director of Pastoral Ministry, and Michael
Bronk, Pastoral Care Council Member, served as guest speakers. The
Pastoral Care Ministry seeks opportunities to connect, serve and

support others in the community by extending fellowship, compassion and encouragement. Jim and Michael shared how this Ministry
is extremely active in multiple outreach programs such as BeFriender
Ministry, Bereavement Ministry, Homebound Communion, Prayer
Line, Sarah’s Table, Feed My Starving Children, St. Therese at
St. Odilia, and Sharing Tree, to name just a few. Pastoral Care ministries benefitted from several grants this year from the St. Odilia
Endowment Fund. This funding helped to provide hospitality for the
Growing through Loss Series, which was hosted at St. Odilia this
past fall. Other grants include parish membership of the North Roger Toogood and his daughter Pam accept the
benefactor plaque, honoring Marlys Toogood for

Central Consortium of The Gathering, operated and managed by designating funeral memorials to the Pastoral Care
Lyngblomsten Services, Inc., and the new wooden donation boxes Sub-Fund. L-R: Fr. Rask, Roger Toogood, Pam
Hulstrand and Paul Johnson, Endowment Fund Chair.

located in the parish lobby.

The St. Odilia Endowment Fund is now valued at over $2.25 million
and over the life of the fund has distributed $935,000 benefitting

parish ministries. We are grateful for the ongoing support and
generosity of over 500 benefactors. We invite you to learn more about
how to make a gift that leaves a permanent legacy to the parish.

For information on how to contribute in a way that is meaningful to
you please call 651 415-3350 or email endowment fund@stodilia.org.

Judy Cognetta accepts the
Cognetta Family Benefactor Plaque.
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Dear Parishioners,
The financial results of St. Odilia parish for the fiscal years ended June 30, 2019 and 2018 are provided to you on the
following pages. Although the school year is well under way and the Fall Festival is behind us, we also need to
pause and take a look back at our accomplishments during fiscal 2019. While we saw a decrease in regular weekly
giving from the previous fiscal year, special gifts and other one-time giving increased which allowed us to meet
our overall income goal. Operating expenses were under budget and fundraisers such as Bloom for the school and
the Fall Festival for the parish contributed to an overall net surplus from operations.
Parishioner giving to Sunday, Debt Service and Facility Maintenance funds decreased 2.1% over the prior year and
this giving trend appears to be continuing this year. Our goal for fiscal 2020 weekly giving and other income includes
a small budget increase to offset higher operating expenses and to recognize the changing trend in contribution
styles. We are concerned about decreased weekly giving and are looking into offering new ways for parishioners to
make contributions such as electronic giving. Cost controls are a priority due to contribution shortfalls and we are
always monitoring the expenses of your parish.
During 2019, we began a Debt Reduction Campaign with the goal of raising funds to reduce our outstanding
mortgage note. In addition to a budgeted prepayment from operations of $150,000 and a prepayment of $214,928
from fulfillment of Capital Campaign pledges, this new Debt Reduction Campaign allowed us to make an additional
significant prepayment of $205,072 due to your generous ongoing support. We remain committed to Catholic
education and formation for all ages. Enrollment continues to increase at St. Odilia School and Preschool. For the
first time in many years, we have a waiting list in both the preschool and many grades of the school. Our faith
formation programs serve the entire St. Odilia community with sacramental preparation classes as well as adult
faith programs. It is exciting to see the beautiful new classrooms and meeting rooms used by all members of our
community. Our Prayer Garden has also grown with the addition of a third columbarium, St. Monica.
We are blessed to have many active parishioners who give of their time and treasure and we are thankful for your
continued support and prayers. Our parish serves many ministries and we hope all parishioners will prayerfully
consider helping us meet our financial needs.
In Christ,
Father Rask
Pastor

Jeanne Schaaf
Parish Administrator
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Jean Nickman
Finance Council Chair
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Church of St. Odilia
Fiscal Year End June 30, 2019

*Parish Expenditures = Parish Expenses — Depreciation + Capital Principal + Principal
Note: General OPAdmin Expense of $658,089 is allocated to Ministry areas based on the percent of employees by Ministry.
The above data excludes Endowment Fund, Prayer Garden and Capital Campaign.
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Stewardship
Communications Across Generations
~By Jim Donnelly, Stewardship Council Chairperson
While Jesus lived on earth during his public ministry, he and His disciples
traveled great distances to address crowds of people that gathered in person to
hear His message. On at least one occasion, the crowd numbered 5,000 men
plus an unspecified number of women and children, according to the Gospel of
Matthew. We all know what happened next with the multiplication of loaves
and fish that miraculously fed the entire crowd. In my view, only slightly less amazing a feat on that day were the logistical and acoustical challenges that had to be overcome in addressing a crowd so large in an era without stadium seating
or electronic means of voice amplification.
During the Middle Ages, a largely illiterate population of Christians learned stories of their faith through religious
artwork, paintings, statuary and stained-glass windows. Through these images, the life and times of Jesus were communicated to the masses.
Today, Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and Snapchat are among the social media platforms that many people choose as a
primary means to communicate with each other and keep in touch.

Given these advancements in electronic

communications through the internet, we risk losing the face-to-face interpersonal communications that build
relationships among members of a parish community.
Being a member of the body of Christ means forging bonds with other believers as we journey together toward God’s
kingdom. A key element of being a good steward involves participation. The conventional means of getting information
out to parishioners about opportunities to participate have involved bulletin and pulpit announcements and newsletter
articles such as the one you’re reading now. Increasingly, however, these methods reach fewer people as more people
rely on social media as a primary source of information.
The challenge we now face is discovering ways of engaging younger generations, especially millennials and generation

Z. We need to find methods of communicating with them to meet their needs and fit their lifestyles while inviting
them to participate more fully and find their spiritual home in our Catholic Community of St. Odilia.
As human beings, we long to be a part of something bigger than ourselves that will add meaning to our lives. We may
need to embrace new technologies in order to bring younger generations to the table. At the same time, we must not
forget that these new technologies are merely tools, not an end in themselves. Ultimately, our goal should be to build a
community where we gather believers to pray together, serve one another, share faith stories and guide each other on
our spiritual journeys.
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Stewardship
Four Ways to Maximize Your Donor-Advised Fund
Giving with a donor-advised fund can be a tax-efficient way to conduct your philanthropy. Below are a few
strategies to reduce your tax liability using a donor-advised fund while increasing your charitable impact.
1. Bunch your contributions. The 2017 federal tax law changes significantly raised the standard deduction. Now, many
people find that their total itemized deductions fall near or just under the new, higher standard deduction. To maximize your charitable giving and minimize your tax liability, try “bunching.” Here’s how it works: you make an especially
large charitable contribution in one year and take the resulting itemized deduction. Then, in subsequent years, make
few or no contributions and simply benefit from the higher standard deduction. When you use a donor advised fund
to bunch, you can still financially support your favorite nonprofits during the “no contribution” years.
2. Deduct against a single, large income event. Several events can lead to a one-time high-income year, such as the sale
of a business, exercising stock options, or receiving a large commission or year-end bonus. If you know you want to
use a portion of the proceeds for charitable purposes but don’t want to do it all immediately, a donor advised fund is a
great tool. It allows you to take an immediate tax deduction during your high-income year and direct your donations
to specific organizations in future years.
3. Overfund during your high-income years. During your higher-income working years, you can overfund your account
by making contributions to the fund that are larger than the amount you grant to organizations. Then, during retire-

ment, you have a pool of funds available to continue supporting organizations that are important to you. All along,
your investments in the fund continue to grow tax-free.
4. Save on capital gains taxes. Funding your donor advised fund with appreciated assets, like real estate or stock, can
provide a tax benefit by saving capital gains taxes that would normally result from the sale of those appreciated assets.
As we approach the end of 2019, much attention is given to gift giving. This coupled with year-end tax planning for some,
provides an opportunity for each of us to consider how to support the ministries of our St. Odilia Community. Your
financial gifts are vital to our ability to support the needs of the parish. For more information contact Ramona Michaels,

Development Coordinator at 651 415-3350 or Michaels@stodilia.org.
We advise you to seek your own legal, tax, and financial advice in connection with gift and planning matters.

COMING SOON: ADDTIOINAL OPTIONS FOR ON-LINE GIVING. WATCH THE BULLETIN AND
ELECTRONIC NEWS (E-News) FOR UPCOMING INFORMATION.
Not receiving the E-News? Go to the St. Odilia website: www.stodilia.org, scroll down to the
“Announcement” section to find the link “Receive Parish Emails”.
For assistance, please call Amy at 651-415-3327.
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St. Odilia School and Preschool
Groovy things are
happening at St. Odilia
Preschool!
Students invited grandparents and special guests to
the inaugural Tea for Two in October. Participants
listened to stories, shopped the school book fair,
made some crafts, and dined on scrummy hot
chocolate and tasty treats.

There was even a special
appearance by the beloved
storybook character, Pete
the Cat. It is always fun to
welcome loved ones to St.
Odilia School. The program
is blessed with so many
dedicated and supportive
families. As Pete the Cat
says, “It’s all good.”

St. Odilia School Alumni and Friends,
Whether it's been many years or a few, we want you to stay connected to our
community! Stay up to date with news, events and opportunities for alumni
and friends of St. Odilia School by updating your information with St. Odilia
School Alumni and Friends. To register online visit https://www.stodilia.org/
OdiliaSchool and click on the Alumni tab in the menu. Contact cards can also
be found in the school office and the church entryway kiosks.

Don’t forget to LIKE US on Facebook!
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Fun was had by all at the Third annual STREAM
night! Highlights included Boo Bubbles, Artful
Engineering (Tessellations with Mrs. Angell), a Technology Showcase (with Mr. Booth), as well as a fun and
exciting Makerspace in the cafeteria. Many thanks to
the teachers, parents, and middle school students who
donated their time.
A special thank you to Lisa Jungbauer Nikolas, Rebecca
& David Ternes, Matt Donohoo, Jaclyn Davern, Neesha
Neumann, and Yasya Koupal.
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St. Odilia Marathon
Marathon 2019 was a great success! We exceeded our
goal and raised over $60,000! The school will be able to
purchase a Gaga Ball Pit for all the kids to enjoy. This is an
example of one of the many ways your donations impact
each student. Mr. Ragatz challenged the students in the
last couple weeks of October and said if we reached our
goal he would dress up as either a Unicorn or a Baby
Shark. The students voted and the winner was a Unicorn!
The Marathon Committee would like to extend its sincere
appreciation and thanks to everyone for all of the efforts in making this year's Marathon
Fundraiser a great success for our school! Whether it was non-uniform days, the pep
rally, grade-based prizes, or running/walking/biking a collective total of 1,200
miles on Marathon Day, every St. Odilia student was a part of the 2019 Marathon. A huge thank you for your support to make this a successful year. An
extra special thank you to the 2019 Marathon Chairs; Mary Caulfield and Molly
Fink. The planning for this event
starts months before the actual

event and even takes daily checkins. We thank Mary and Molly for
their time, effort, and enthusiasm in making this fundraiser a HUGH
success! We also want to thank the numerous volunteers who helped with
coin collection, school pep rally, Marathon Mass, and on Marathon Day.

Did you know your Amazon
shopping can help St. Odilia
School?!

Share your holiday
cheer!

Use AmazonSmile when you are
shopping, and earn a .5% donation for
St. Odilia School on all qualified Amazon
purchases!

Create thoughtful
personalized cards and gifts
that give back.
Shop through our custom
storefront and Shutterfly
will donate 8% OF ALL
PURCHASES TO ST. ODILIA!

NOTE: You must be logged in through
AmazonSmile for donations to count, so
please make sure you see the logo and
the words "Supporting: The School of St.
Odilia Church" in the upper left-hand
corner of your browser.

Start shopping today at:
Stodilia.
ShutterflyStorefront.com
Questions? Contact us at
651-484-3364
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St. Odilia School Admissions
Making the best, most important decision for the people you love the
most in this world does not need to be hard, but we are confident that
once you come to our school, feel the sense of community, and see
how we care for one another, you will know it is the best place for your
child(ren)… and you!
Sign up for one of our monthly tours and attend one of our information
nights (if applicable). Prospective families are required to attend a school tour with our parent ambassadors prior to
enrollment. The tours are held monthly during the school day (9:30 a.m. - 11:15 a.m.) which allow families access to
the classrooms while students are in the building. Register on the school website or call 651-415-3310.
The 2019-2020 tour dates are below:
 Wednesday, December 4
 Wednesday, January 8
 Thursday, January 16
 Thursday, February 6
 Tuesday, March 3
 Wednesday, April 1
 Tuesday, April 28
Information Nights:
 Kindergarten Information Night on January 9, 2020 at 6:30 p.m.
 Preschool Information Night is January 16, 2020 at 6:30 p.m.
 Middle School Information Night is January 23, 2020 at 7:00 p.m.

It is the mission of St. Odilia School to educate the whole child:
spiritually, academically, emotionally, socially, and physically.
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50th Annual St. Odilia Fall Festival
The 50th Annual St. Odilia Fall Festival was once again an engaging weekend for all. New this year was the Chili CookOff with The Backyard Band playing for three hours! Twenty-two parishioners served chili. 165 tickets were sold; 105 of
those tickets within the first 20 minutes. The Backyard Band
started at 7 p.m. By 7:30 participants were giving the evening a
big thumbs up. By 8:00 p.m. we were running out of chili, which
we thought we would serve until at least 8:30 p.m. The judges
had a difficult time choosing the winners as they sampled 22
different varieties. The school teachers took the top prize and
two youths and their dads (who predicted they would win!) were
victorious as well. If you weren’t a chili fan but came for the music and fellowship, there was a pizza and ice cream truck.
This evening required little set-up and take down. We thank those who sold tickets,
sold beverages and the four judges: Fr. Rask, Fr. James Peterson, Vicky Cherne and
former principal Bob Gross, for making this an evening to remember and one that will
be back next year! Thanks for embracing a new idea. The fall festival committee thanks
all who participated and volunteered throughout the weekend to make this a memorable 50th festival. A special thanks to the Scouts for
transitioning games inside at the end of Saturday

evening due to rain prediction on Sunday, and for moving their tent to create an awning as folks left the gym Sunday to enjoy the outdoor entertainment tent. We also are
grateful to Julie and Steve Keller who created two photo slide shows that visually
reminded us of how much fun our past festivals have been.
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Three years ago we adopted a new festival framework. We began festivities on Saturday at 3:00 p.m. rather than noon,
and we gave up our home-cooked extensive food menu in favor of food trucks. We
all know change in tradition can be difficult. During the last three years we have
seen a financial increase from the festival. This increase is due largely to the
increased participation in our raffle and an increase in business sponsorships.
Festival net income of $105,337 for 2019 represented an increase of $12,143 over
2018 net income and allowed us to exceed our budget goal for this year. We truly
believe because you are able to enjoy the festival more hours and are volunteering
fewer hours during the weekend, that we are seeing more fellowship and a gathering of renewing and reconnecting relationships throughout the weekend. Your

participation celebrating our community is the most important part of the festival.
We had a few “best ever” that contributed to our financial success this year. The
cash raffle, live and silent auction had their best years ever. Thank you for your
donations and purchases that made these three venues succeed so well. We
appreciated your support for the “Golden Raffle” ticket in honor of
the 50th Anniversary. Another successful new idea.
See you next year!
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Faith Formation
Faith Formation Connects our Youth
In our call to be Missionary Disciples, we are creating opportunities for all of our youth to grow in their faith together as
one body in Christ. Events for the youth in our community are promoted in both English
and in Spanish as we continue building our community. It is exciting to see the connections that are being made!

Lifeline Latinamente—On November 1, we had 29 Latino youth from St. Odilia join the Lifeline Latinamente event at the
NET Ministries Center in West St. Paul. It was such a blessing to have them there!

On November 2, our middle school and high school students attended Lifeline at the
NET Center, where they attended Mass and Eucharistic Adoration, enjoyed great music from the Christian rock band SONAR, and listened to an amazing talk given by Fr. Mike Schmitz – “The Lesser-Known Last Judgment”!
We’ll be returning to Lifeline on December 7 to see Connor Flanagan in concert! He’s a dynamic, hip-hop Catholic recording artist known for his authentic stage presence and unique musical
presentation! Committed to writing music that resonates with the
human experience, Connor’s storytelling abilities paired with his
unique hip-hop vibe are what set him apart and allow him to connect
with young people.
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Connecting Through ALPHA Youth Series
The Alpha for Youth series, which began in
October, has been an opportunity for all of our
High School youth to discover and deepen their
relationship with Jesus. Each session looks at a
different question around faith and is designed
to create conversation.
Food, a talk and good conversation.
Held in the St. Monica room at St. Odilia on
Sunday afternoon, the talks tackle core
questions about life and faith from a Christian
perspective. It’s great to see the connections
that are being made through the youth in our
community. Everyone is welcome!
When: January 12 & 19 Where: St. Odilia, 3495 N. Victoria, Shoreview, St. Monica Rm #1322, Time: 2:30— 4:30 p.m.

Confirmation
Retreat

On Saturday, November 16, several of our high school youth
joined together in the spirit of
faith and fun. Led by Archbishop

On November 8-10 and 22-24,
our 8th grade Confirmation
students attended a retreat at
NET Ministries. Retreats include the opportunity for
Adoration, Reconciliation and
Mass as well as
large group talks
and presentations, small
group discussions, games and
skits and more!

Bernard Hebda and Bishop Andrew
Cozzens, they celebrated their
Catholic faith at Archdiocesan Youth
Day. AYD is like World Youth Day,
but local!

How are you being Formed?
Who and what are influencing your life? We are called to be Disciples of Jesus Christ and are on
a lifelong journey. Some things, people and experiences are almost beyond our control. We experience hundreds of things and people daily. So, how are you forming and allowing yourself to
be formed?
We are not alone! There are a variety of resources and people available to us. One streaming resource our parish participates in is entitled “Formed,” produced by Augustine Institute in Denver. With over 4,000 Catholic videos, Ebooks, talks,
and study programs, FORMED is one of the largest Catholic digital platforms for parishes, in both English and Spanish. St.
Odilia’s pays a yearly fee which allows any parishioner or staff member access its various resources either at home, on the
go, or while on our church campus; you simply need an internet connection. A number of our formation programs (RCIA,
Family Faith, catechist, school, parents) use it already.
In order to use this resource, simply go to stodilia.formed.org. You will be asked to use an email address and create a
password. Then, off you go! Audio books, videos, movies, and study groups can be streamed onto your device or via Roku,
Android, Apple TV, and others. Topics included prayer, theology, church history, Mary, saints, sacramental preparation,
scripture, parenting and sharing the faith. There are resources for people of all ages, interests, and needs.
Advent and a new church year are starting soon. 2020 is around the corner. Let’s step back and find ways to Form our
Faith and be more deliberate Disciples. Use it any time of day or night. Let yourself be Formed by Christ!
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The Sp.R.ED 2019 Christmas Celebration is Coming Soon!
Our Sp.R.ED program participants will have their annual
Christmas party on Dec. 10. We will serve about 100
guests this year. Can you help us by donating gifts? Suggestions include socks, soaps, easy games, easy puzzles,
stuffed animals, hats, gloves, etc. Since the participants
are adults, toys are not needed. Gifts in the $5-$10 range
are welcome as are cash contributions. Thanks in advance for donating to this ministry. (Gifts need to be delivered to the
parish office by Wednesday, December 4!) For more information please contact Jon Heyer, heyer@stodilia.org or

651-415-3351
St. Odilia has one of the finest programs for developmentally disabled adults of any parish in the Archdiocese. Sp.R.Ed.,
our Special Religious Education program meets on the second and fourth Tuesday of each month from September
through April for a joy filled evening of music, prayer, social time, and learning about God’s love. We are in need of a few
new volunteers! If you feel called to volunteer in this rewarding ministry, contact Sp.R.Ed. coordinator Jon Heyer at
heyer@stodilia.org or 651-415-3351

St. Odilia Music Ministry presents:

TICKETS GO ON SALE SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2020
AFTER 5:00 P.M. MASS

Book, Music and Lyrics by Janet Yates Vogt and Mark Friedman.
Based on the book “Anne of Green Gables” by Lucy Maud Montgomery.
A timeless classic and the longest-running annual musical production of all time, Anne of Green Gables is a fun-filled,
heart-warming story of friendship, love, family, and home. With a variety of unforgettable characters, beautiful and
spirited music, and a script that reminds us that love of family is truly one of life’s greatest blessings, Anne of Green
Gables will live in your heart long after our final performance!

Performance dates are February 21-23, 2020, in addition to our “preview” performance
on Thursday evening, February 20, 2020.
We invite you to join us for this uplifting St. Odilia
Musical production!
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Worship and Community Life
Trunk or Treat 2019
On the evening of October 25 the parking lot of St. Odilia was alive with people, laughter,
music, costumes and treats, with special guests from the Lake Johanna Fire Department
and the Ramsey County Sheriff Department. A big thank you to all of the people who
came, decorated a trunk and handed out candy! Special thanks to our Knights of Columbus for helping us do a candy drive,
park cars, check in candy-givers and clean up.
This Worship and Community Life Council event is fun for the entire St. Odilia community!

St. Odilia Men’s Club
Have fun, enjoy a great breakfast, share in a super Lenten fish supper and support the youth of our parish
and school community, all at the same time?? Sounds impossible. But it IS possible by your participation

and support of these events with the Saint Odilia Men’s Club.
We just completed a successful pancake breakfast on November 3 and “Turkey Bingo” on November 22. Another pancake breakfast will be held on January 26, 2020. And it is not too soon to mark your calendars and join in our Lenten
fish fries coming up on March 6 and March 27, which will be followed by a Spring Bingo in April.
So please come one and all, and when you do, know that your support goes a long way in helping our school youth and
our parish youth formation programs as well.

We also welcome new members. Please contact Russ Bertsch at

(612) 386 3296 or Russ4419@comcast.net to learn more about our membership opportunity. It is a lot more rewarding than you can imagine.

ST. ODILIA MEN’S CLUB

We look forward to serving you all soon
throughout the upcoming year.
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CCW Hosts The St. Paul Deanery Council Of Catholic Women
On Thursday, September 19, 2019, the St. Paul Deanery held it’s first quarterly meeting at St.
Odilia. CCW hosted coffee and rolls during registration, as well as the luncheon after Mass. The
agenda is prepared by the St. Paul Deanery Council. Cathy Healy, St. Paul Deanery President,
called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. and started off with a business meeting, followed by the
day’s program.
Vicky Cherne received a Volunteer Award from the St. Paul Deanery Council which acknowledges
her many years of involvement in chairing/co-chairing committees, events and activities, serving
on Boards within the parish and community. The award and flowers were presented to Vicky by
Cathy Healy.
Father James Peterson, pastor of Immaculate Conception (recently returned from our Venezuela Mission – Jesucristo Resucitado) spoke about his experiences ministering within the
mission located in Ciudad Guyana, Venezuela. Father Peterson spent three years ministering to the spiritual and physical needs at the mission, a population of approximately 65,000
people who live in the eleven district barrios or neighborhoods within the parish. Father
Peterson shared experiences, the mission, and its needs. The presentation was interesting,
enlightening, and educational.
Next, several members of the St. Paul Deanery Board and Archdiocesan Board who attended the National Convention in Atlanta spoke. We learned what they do at the conventions
and why they do it. On March 4, 1920, the NCCW (National Council of Catholic Women) was
founded by the United States bishops with the purpose of giving the Catholic women of the
country a common voice. NCCW became an instrument for unified action in all matters affecting Catholic or natural welfare. It works to ensure proper Catholic representation on, and the proper recognition of, Catholic principles in national
committees and movements affecting the religious, moral, and material well-being of the country.
From 1971 onward some of the initiatives the NCCW is working toward are: an end to abortion and euthanasia, collaboration with Catholic Relief Services to establish the Refugee Women Emergency Fund, implementation of the Vocation
Purse Club which assists women seeking to enter religious life with their financial obstacles, working to end Human
Trafficking with affiliated organizations and U.S. Catholic Sisters, and addressing domestic violence through education and
advocacy programs. These are just a few of the many NCCW initiatives on-going today. Next year, in 2020, NCCW will be
celebrating 100 years!
Following the meeting, Mass was offered by Fr. Peterson and Father David Kohner, Spiritual Advisor to ACCW & Pastor of
St. Bridgid ‘s, Lindstrom. Lunch followed Mass. It was a great event and our St. Odilia CCW members and volunteers did
a great job from attending, hosting, to set-up and take down! St. Odilia is a welcoming place for hosting events and there
were many compliments from our visitors.

Noche de mujeres Católicas / Night of Latino Catholic Women
The St. Odilia Latino Community hosted another successful women’s night. What a blessing to have this opportunity to open our
doors to 120 Latino women. The purpose of the Night of Latino
Catholic Women is to foster in women a greater desire to know,
love and serve Jesus Christ and His Church and offer opportunities
for spiritual formation, reconciliation, biblical formation (meet the
great women of the Bible and their relationship with Jesus) and
social events, which bring women together through our archdiocese
to build a community.
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Worship Events for Winter
December 1 ~ First Sunday of Advent
December 9* ~ Feast of the Immaculate Conception of Mary
*December 8 falls on the second Sunday of Advent therefore the Feast of the
Immaculate Conception of Mary is transferred to Monday, December 9.
The obligation to attend Mass however does not transfer.
Mass on December 9 will be at 7:30 am, our regular Morning Mass time.
Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe
Sunday, December 8
Wednesday, December 11
Thursday, December 12

~ 12:45 p.m. Mass in Spanish
~ 10:00 p.m. Mañanitas
~ 7:00 p.m. Mass in Spanish

Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Individual
All Saturdays – 9:00 a.m.
Saturday, December 21 – 9:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m.
Wednesdays, December 4, 11 & 18 – 5:30 p.m.
Fridays, December 6 & 20 – 10:35 a.m. (after school Mass)
Communal Service with Private Confessions
December 16 – 7:00 p.m.

Christmas Mass Schedule
Plan to arrive early for caroling and special Christmas music! Please be aware that the
4:00 pm. Masses are extremely crowded – our busiest Masses of the year. Consider
attending a different Mass time and enjoy a more relaxed Christmas, with guaranteed
seating and a parking spot!
Tuesday, December 24
4:00 p.m. – Children’s Choir in church
4:00 p.m. – Parish Music Ensemble in gym
6:00 p.m. – church – bilingual English/Spanish Mass
11:00 p.m. (music begins at 10:00 p.m.)
Wednesday, December 25
9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m. and 12:45 p.m. Spanish
Feast of Mary, Mother of God Masses This is a holy day of obligation & opportunity.
Tuesday, December 31
5:30 p.m.
Wednesday, January 1
9:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m. bilingual English/Spanish Mass
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Christmas Choir
Each year we invite members of St. Odilia to join our Parish Choir to sing for the Christmas Eve late Mass on
December 24, and if interested, the 9:00 a.m. Mass on the Sundays of the Christmas season.
“Midnight Mass” will begin at 11:00 p.m. with carols starting at 10:00 p.m. It is a great opportunity for those who
cannot sing with the choir year round to be part of the wonderful music of Christmas.
Rehearsals are scheduled for the following dates and will be
held in the church worship space:
 Tuesday December 3 at 7:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
 Thursday December 5 at 8:15 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.
 Thursday December 12 at 8:15 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.
 Tuesday December 17 at 7:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
 Thursday December 19 at 7:30 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.
with orchestra
These rehearsals are specifically for the December 24 late
Mass, but you are also welcome to join us for the two Sundays following Christmas: Holy Family, December 29 & Epiphany January 5. We will be singing some of the same music from Christmas Eve.
All parishioners high school age and up are welcome. For more information, contact
Dave Barkhymer, 651-415-3346 or barkhymer@stodilia.org. It is very important that
you let us know you are coming so we can have a music folder ready for you.

~Peace, Dave Barkhymer, Liturgical Music Director

Christmas Eve late Mass - Instruments
If you are a musician who plays woodwinds or strings we invite you to participate at our Christmas
Eve late Mass at St. Odilia. “Midnight” Mass will begin at 11:00 p.m. with carols at 10:00 p.m. A
number of St. Odilia musicians join us for these celebrations each year. We are always open to new
players.
There will be one full rehearsal with instruments before the December 24 date. This year that date
is Thursday December 19 from 7:30 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. If you are interested, please call Dave
Barkhymer at the parish, 651-415-3346 or email - barkhymer@stodilia.org.
~Peace,
Dave Barkhymer, Liturgical Music Director
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Pastoral Care
Operation Joy Toy Shop
The Operation Joy Toy Shop takes place on December 19, 2019. Last year, this program
provided toys, gifts and holiday food to nearly 900 children ages birth to grade 12. Donations of new unwrapped toys and gifts, gift cards for all ages and monetary donations are
needed. Online donations can be made at www.ralphreederfoodshelf.org Gifts are needed by December 16. Thank you!

We also support the Brothers of Peace Food
Shelf in St. Paul. Every other week your
Sunday donations of food go to the Brothers
of Peace for their distribution to the poor in
their neighborhood.

If you or someone you know needs help or assistance with food
or children’s gifts for the Christmas Holidays, you can call The
Ralph Reeder Food Shelf, which is the food shelf in our area our
parish supports. Ask for Operation Joy: 651-621-6280 . This year
St. Odilia has been able to help Ralph Reeder Food Shelf with a
Christmas matching $2,000 Grant Challenge in addition to your
every other Sunday donations of food that you and the children
bring to church which then goes to the food shelves. We thank
you for your continued donations!

Old Log Theater
On Wednesday, October 30, 40 parishioners boarded a motor coach to the Old Log Theater in
Excelsior to see the uproarious new musical comedy “A Gentleman’s Guide to Love and Mur-

der”. After enjoying a delicious lunch, we saw one of the most highly Tony nominated shows,
including Best Musical. Monty Navarro, a distant heir to the earldom, sets out on a ghoulish
path to speed up the line of succession resulting in a delightful comedic production. All had a
wonderful fall afternoon and we look forward to next year’s Old Log excursion.

Thank You to all of the Volunteers who Helped Make
Growing Through Loss a Success
The Pastoral Care Council wants to thank the amazing volunteers who helped St. Odilia be the host for
this large event. Growing Through Loss is sponsored by over 20 churches in the North Metro Area. Any

person who is experiencing a loss was welcomed to attend. During this six-week series, we averaged
between 60 and 70 individuals attending each week. Our volunteers did an exceptional job of welcoming
people, assisting them to their small groups, and suppling treats during the evening. This event would
not have been possible without these dedicated volunteers who were all from our St. Odilia family. Every

The next series will be at Nativity
Lutheran Church
in St. Anthony, beginning April 13, 2020
Visit our Web site at:
www.growingthroughloss.org

one of them had previously experienced a loss of his/her own.
What a gift they have given to so many who needed some support!
A sincere THANK YOU to all of you who helped host this event.
May God reward you abundantly.
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Pastoral Care
The Sharing Tree — Advent 2019
It is that time of year again when we start to anticipate the holidays. For us here at St. Odilia, we continue to focus especially on the blessings we have been given and how we can
help others who might be struggling during these upcoming days of Advent and Christmas. The Sharing Tree is one way many of you have shared some of your blessings with
others by taking an ornament from the Sharing Tree and fulfilling the request for a food
card, a fuel card or another gift card for someone who could use a helping hand. You have
been so generous in the past and we are very grateful for your generosity. This year we
would like to ask one small addition: when you bring in your gift you might consider including a short prayer for the recipient of your gift. When we give your gift we will include your prayer with the gift card. It is so meaningful to almost all of the recipients to have a prayer said with them
when they receive your gift. This can be a common prayer or one you make up. The people are very grateful for the help
that you provide and often are quite moved when we say a prayer of Thanksgiving, both for the gift and for you, who
have given them the present.
Thank you and blessings on your generosity!

The New Donation Bins in the Foyer...
You will begin to see in the Bulletin a section titled “In Service to
Others…”. This will refer to what we are currently collecting for a
specific organization or agency in that specific month or time period. These new Donation Bins have been built by Master Woodworker and parishioner, Jerry Ruhland, and funded through the
Endowment Fund. We will keep you updated in the Bulletin as to
what we are currently requesting. There will also be flyers by the
bins that list the items that we are currently collecting. We ask

that you place in the bins only what is being collected that
month. These bins will allow us to now be able to have more organized collections and increase the number of agencies and organizations that we can serve. Our October target was the Appalachia Christmas drive, accomplished by the CCW. Our
November collections are for Brittany’s Place – A Safe and Sound Shelter for Girls. In December we anticipate providing
gifts for teens who are currently at Caring and Sharing Hands. If you have a vehicle that might help us deliver these items
to the agencies, please call Deacon Jim at 651-415-3354. Thanks for your generosity and thoughtfulness.
~The Pastoral Care Council

24

Saint Odilia Prayer Garden: Sacred, Holy Ground
“Our sister has gone to her rest in the peace of Christ. May the Lord
now welcome her to the table of God’s children in heaven. With
faith and hope in eternal life, let us assist her with our prayers.”
With these words, we begin the committal service of our loved one
as we gather in our Prayer Garden with family and friends to pray
the beautiful final sacred words of the church.
“Grant that our sister may sleep here in peace until you awaken her
to glory, for you are the resurrection and the life. Then she will see
you face to face and in your light will see light and know the splendor of God, for you live and reign forever and ever. Amen.”
Our final prayer is the same whether we inter the cremains in a columbarium niche or bury a body in the earth. Sometimes we are led
to our cemetery by a bagpiper. Sometimes there are military honors with a rifle salute, taps and flag presentation. Sometimes there
is singing. Sometimes there are family stories told. But at all committal services there is the church prayer. “In sure and certain hope
of the resurrection to eternal life through our Lord Jesus Christ, we
commend to our loving God, our sister and we commit her body to
this space, earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust. The Lord
bless her and keep her, the Lord make his face to shine upon her
and be gracious to her, the Lord lift up his countenance upon her
and give her peace.”
And our prayer finishes with:
“Eternal rest, grant unto her O Lord and let perpetual light
shine upon her.
May she rest in peace. Amen.
May her soul and the souls of all the faithful departed,
through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.”

With the addition of our third columbarium this summer, named Saint Monica,
our Prayer Garden now has 440 niches. Each niche can hold two adult size
urns. Saint Monica is adjacent to our other two existing columbaria (Saint
Francis and Saint Clare). Saint Monica is a curved wall (matching Saint Clare)
and features 160 niches – 80 niches facing the east and 80 niches facing the
west. Niche prices for the new Saint Monica columbarium range from $2300
to $2900 depending on the level selected. There are still some niches available in Saint Clare and they range from $1700 to $2300. Saint Francis, our first
columbarium that was installed in the fall of 2014 with 120 niches is sold out.
There are also over 300 earth burial spaces in our Prayer Garden. Costs for an
earth burial space range from $1800 to $3600.
If you have questions about the Prayer Garden or are interested in purchasing a niche or earth burial lot, please contact
Lynne Schriver-Sheedy at prayergarden@stodilia.org or by calling H: 651.653.3777 or C: 651.307.5315 or by calling the
Parish Office at 651.484.6681.
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We remember and pray for those who have gone before us.

Duane Rivard January 24, 1928—September 11, 2019
Duane Rivard passed away a few months ago at the age of 91. He and his wife Evelyn, who
predeceased Duane by almost five years, moved to the city of Roseville in 1967 and became members of St. Odilia parish. Although not a charter member, Duane was an early
member of the parish and was involved in many areas including the Fall Festival. St. Odilia
and his faith were important to Duane. He met his wife Evelyn on a church group ski trip
and their three children attended St. Odilia School. They were not only active members in
the church, but they were active in life. They enjoyed skiing, tennis, hiking and traveling.
They enjoyed family trips to Michigan, Disney World and Duane’s favorite place, Hawaii.
Like a lot of people born during the Great Depression, Duane had very little materialistic
wealth growing up. However, he was abundant in the virtues that would bring him success:
diligence, humility, kindness, charity, and patience. Naturally shy, Duane joined Toastmasters to improve his public
speaking. As was his way, he went on to start other Toastmaster clubs and helped others to improve their public speaking skills. Duane became a storyteller, and he had a way of weaving his dry wit and subtle humor throughout his stories.
At Duane’s funeral, stories were told on how Duane had everyone laughing at the Toastmaster meeting he attended
just the day before he passed. Duane embraced technology. He spearheaded bringing computers to his work at State
Farm. Duane also enjoyed videography and would videotape his vacations, family gatherings, and his Toastmasters

meetings. He would convert the video to DVD to share. Duane was well liked by his supervisors, his peers, and the employees who reported to him. He was a mentor for many. Duane was a devoted husband, father, and grandfather. He
was a workaholic by nature, but his family always came first. God broke the mold when He made Duane. He will be
greatly missed.

Robert James Steiner September 17, 1925—August 10, 2019
On Aug 10, 2019 the life of Robert James Steiner came to an end after 93 year, 327 days.
On this day he was reunited with Laurie after 21 years without her.
Robert, (Bob) was only 18 when he joined the Army and began his service to our
country as a first gunner 81MM mortar under General George Patton in WWll.
Highly decorated, including the Bronze Star for meritorious achievements. He
was a graduate of St Thomas Academy while growing up on Portland in St Paul.
After the war he married in 1951, became a member of St Rose of Lima and in
1985 Joined St Odilia. He stated on this day “Everything at St Rose is paid for.”
He will be remembered for his dry sense of humor and his charitable heart.
Humility is one trait he taught his children by example. An extraordinary man
lived a very simple life. He was a shining example of the Greatest Generation.
We all owe our deepest gratitude to him, not just for his service in the military,
but for the continued contributions he made to make our world a better place
to live.
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We remember and pray for those who have gone before us.

Jennifer (Semlak) Olesen

November 8, 1963—September 10, 2019

There is no story, reason, or words I could put together to tell you how great
my mother was and how easy she was to love. The sentences I would use
would be too weak and the words I put together would be far too clumsy.
Therefore, I have no funny, cheerful story to present to you to sum up my

mother’s near perfect existence. All I have is the ever so cherished memories
of every one of my mother’s close friends and family who would be the first
to tell you how great she really was. So, it’s not that there aren’t cherished
stories that could be told by countless people about her undying faith, her
solid humor and her good hearted advice, but it’s that all of these stories put
together is the only way to even come close to showing you how great she
was. This is because she wasn’t just my Mom, she was a sister, a friend, a
mentor, a wife and many more things. Now even though my Mom’s loving
embrace can’t live forever as words on a page, that doesn’t mean her friends
and family will forget her, for she lives forever in their hearts, minds and
spirits and that’s something that will live on for generations.
~Written by son Mitchell
Always loved, never forgotten, forever missed by your loving husband, Doug,
and sons Van and Mitchell Olesen.

Frank Nogai August 11, 1940—October 3, 2019
Frank J. Nogai, founder of Arthur’s Jewelers in Roseville in 1987 and a member of St. Odilia
parish for 51 years, passed away at the age of 79 due to liver failure on October 3, 2019.
Having lived in North Oaks for 42 years, he is survived by his wife, Marilyn, daughter Natalie Nogai Hay and grandchildren Rylie Hay, Nina Hay, Griffin Hay, son Tyler and grandchildren Kaylee and Kelsey Nogai, and son Carver (Amy); and grandchildren Cooper and
Cade Nogai. Frank was lucky enough to have his health directive and wishes fulfilled as
Father Rask had just given Frank his final blessing that morning. Frank passed away at 1:25
p.m. at home, surrounded by his family, with the sun shining brightly on his face as he
took his last breath. His funeral, October 8, was a celebration of a life well lived with uplifting Scripture
readings and eulogies by his three children, a life history summation by Father Rask as
well as uplifting music. Frank’s faith was very important to him; he began each and every
day with long prayer, wore a St. Jude metal, and had purchased a large wooden statue of
St. Jude when he visited Oberammergau, Germany, that stood next to him on his last day and at his funeral.
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We remember and pray for those who have gone before us.

Patricia Wrobel

August 3, 1924—October 13, 2019
Our mother, Patricia Marie Wrobel, was born at her family's farm in St. Stephen, Minnesota
on August 3, 1924. It was on that farm and at the Church of St. Stephen where she learned,
as we are taught, to love the Lord and others. Pat, as she was known, moved to Minneapolis
in her 20's where she met her husband (Ardo) and together, years after their marriage in
1944, they became charter members of St. Odilia's when the church first opened. Our mom
was active in the church as a eucharistic minister and as a volunteer for the Fall Festivals,
luncheons, and the counting of donations. Most importantly, she raised her family of five
boys to be dedicated to and love the Lord. Fortunately, she was able to live in her own home
and attend church regularly until her recent passing at the age of 95.
There are two things that occurred in her final hours on earth that best describe who she
was. While in the hospital, her treatment prevented her from receiving fluids to drink or

food to eat for two days and then, when she was offered food and drink, before she would eat she wanted to be sure that
everyone else in her room had already eaten. Also, as she approached her passing, we told her she would soon be in
heaven dancing with her husband who had passed 33 years earlier and she said "Ah, that will be nice".
Our Mom was and continues to be a shining example to her boys and their families regarding the importance of loving the
Lord and each other, and the promise of eternal life.

~The Wrobel Boys

Karen Weyandt

January 5, 1948—August 23, 2019

Karen was the only child of Arthur and Lucille Armonies. Her father died in Denver
when Karen was six. She and her mother moved to Minneapolis. Since her mother
didn’t drive, they relied on busses to get wherever they wished to go.
After graduating from Minneapolis Southwest High School, Karen worked as a secretary for radio station KDWB where she once met the Monkees. Karen married
and moved to Emily, Minnesota. She had two sons – Jason and Ryan. She soon

found herself a single mother. While raising two boys she returned to school, first
to Brainerd Community College and then St. Catherine’s, where she received a degree in Occupational Therapy. She was then employed at Fairview Southdale Hospital in Edina, primarily in the Mental Health Unit.
Karen met Bob at a Thanksgiving dinner hosted by mutual friends. While dating Bob she began attending Mass with him at
St. Lawrence in Minneapolis and decided to become a Catholic. Karen and Bob were married at St. Lawrence on January
31, 1997. When they moved to Shoreview, Karen attended St. Odilia, usually at the 6:00 p.m. Sunday Mass. She volunteered in the Befriender Ministry and also joined the women making prayer scarves.
Karen was a loving grandmother for a combined 12 grandchildren. She was known for her quiet demeanor and her listening skills. Karen is sadly missed by all who knew her.
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We remember and pray for those who have gone before us.

Rose (Ceil) Wallner

January 4, 1928—August 7, 2019

Rose Cecelia Wallner shared her morning coffee with the Lord on August 7, 2019.
Known her whole life as Ceil, she was born on January 4, 1928 and grew up on the
west side of St. Paul. She met Alfred Wallner on a blind date and they married in 1952
and moved to Roseville MN where they raised their five children. The marriage lasted
50 years until Al’s death in 2003. Al and Ceil were founding members of St. Odilia and
all five kids attended St. Odilia School. Mom loved all children and was a loving moth-

er, grandmother and great grandmother. Mom was a great cook, loved playing cards,
doing arts and crafts and was an avid bowler for over 20 years, serving as secretary of
the league for many years. Mom was outgoing and enjoyed talking to all people no
matter where she travelled. Mom was also an avid volunteer, providing many hours of
service to the Church and was honored for her 27 years of service to the Meals on Wheels program by St. Odilia and the
City of Roseville. In her later years Mom had physical and memory issues, but her core character remained. Always easygoing no matter how difficult it was to walk and talk, her enjoyment of life became the simple things of going to movies,
listening to Irish music and eating – especially enjoying her ice cream. Despite her memory issues, Mom never forgot the
words to the Hail Mary or Our Father, the Pledge of Allegiance and that she married Alfred Wallner. She was a kind and
gentle soul who will be greatly missed. They say it takes a village and Mom was blessed that the village was there for her

and allowed her to participate in life until the very end. A birthday card from her kids she kept said it all: Your birthday
brings back memories of the thoughtful things you’ve done, the happy memories we have shared, the laughter and the
fun. The many little special things that only you could do. Your birthday brings back memories of love and home and you.
~The Wallner Kids

Rita Marie Kline

October 28, 1936—September 4, 2019

Rita, 82, was called home to eternal life with our God and to be with her loved ones. She passed
peacefully, surrounded by her loving husband, Rob, children and grandchildren as she began her
journey with our Lord.
Rita was defined, not by navigating so gracefully through her journey with Alzheimer’s during

the last years of her life, but rather by caring so deeply for so many throughout her life. She relished her roles as wife, mother, sister and friend. She worked, cooked, baked and crafted all in
service of others.
Rita was born in 1936 , graduated from St. Agnes High School in 1954, and in 1956 married Ron,
the love of her life for 63 years. Rita, our family matriarch, is survived by her beloved husband,
children, grandchildren and great grandchildren along with her many extended family and friends.
As her grandson so elegantly stated: “It is hard for us to let you go, but we can, as we know that you helped all of us remember where we call home. Our home is our family no matter where we are, and as long as we have each other then
everything is going to be okay.”
Love is Rita’s legacy and her love will forever sustain us.
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Welcome New Parishioners!
August 2019 — October 2019

August
Mattia and Elizabeth Beghelli
Sofia Beghelli
Alessandra Beghelli

September
Blake and Emily Frels

Pat and Veronica Evenson
Landon Evenson
Alice Nelson
Krista Evenson
Jacob Evenson

Dian Johnson

October
John Jacobs
Andrew Jacobs

Ben Northrop
Mike and Connie Wood
Forrest and Sarah Goodman
Pat and Linda Duerr
San Duerr
Derin Duerr
John and Tiffany VanDenBroeke
Alexander VanDenBroeke
Amelia VanDenBroeke
Carmen VanDenBroeke
Luke VanDenBroeke

Paul Haechrel
Richard and Nancy McNamara
Alexander McNamara
Bob and Penny Helvey

Susanne Trost and Markus Meyer
Matteo Meyer
Vincent Meyer

YOU CAN HELP US TO REDUCE MAILING COSTS!
Each winter, we have many pieces of mail returned from the post office for individuals who were “temporarily away”. Each
returned piece of mail costs St. Odilia first class postage rates even if it is mailed as third class mail. If you have plans to be
away for longer that one week during the colder months in Minnesota, please take a few minutes to complete the form
below and drop it into the collection basket or mail it to:
St. Odilia Parish Center Office
3495 N. Victoria St.
Shoreview, MN 55126
*Or you can e-mail this information to: bulletin@stodilia.org*
DO YOU HAVE PLANS TO BE AWAY???
Please select one option and provide your name and address information:
A) Please do not forward my mail ___________
Date leaving Minnesota: ___________ Date back in Minnesota: ___________

B) Please forward my mail ___________
Date leaving Minnesota: ___________ Date back in Minnesota: ___________
Name:______________________________________________________ Env. #________
Current Address: ___________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip: ____________________________________________________________
Winter Address: ____________________________________________________________
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Are You Moving?
If you are moving we would like to know so we can keep our records current and our postage costs down.
Please fill out the form below and return it by dropping it into the collection basket at any Mass, or by
mailing it to: St. Odilia Parish Center Office, 3495 N. Victoria, Shoreview, MN 55126
Name: _______________________________________________________ Env. #: _______________
Old Address: __________________________________ City, State, Zip: ________________________
New Address: _________________________________ City, State, Zip: ________________________
Email Address: __________________________________________
New Phone (Include area code): _________________ Effective Date: ________________________
I/We will be staying in the parish:

Y ______ N ________

Newsletter Team:

Corporate Board Members:

Amy Etten, Mary Holmes and staff
consultants.

Most Rev. Bernard A. Hebda, Archbishop
Very Rev. Charles Lachowitzer, Vicar General
Rev. Phillip Rask, Vice President
Greg Gerlach, Trustee Treasurer
Mary Nussbaum, Trustee Secretary

The St. Odilia Messenger is a publication of the Catholic Community of St.
Odilia, 3495 North Victoria, Shoreview,
Minnesota, 55126. Each issue is distributed to registered parishioners.
To receive a copy, register by calling
651-484-6681.

651-291-4400
651-291-4430
651-484-6681

St. Odilia Parish Phone Numbers:
Parish Office
Parish Office Fax
School Office
Faith Formation Office
Faith Formation/Latino Ministry Fax

651-484-6681
651-484-0780
651-484-3364
651-415-3329
651-789-3118

The NEXT Newsletter Deadline: Please submit articles for the SPRING issue of The Messenger
by Wednesday, February 12, 2020. They may be sent by email to messenger@stodilia.org or dropped at
the parish office. Electronic submissions are appreciated. Pictures (jpg files) are welcome but please describe each photo with caption text if possible.

VISION AND MISSION
VISION
To joyfully live the Gospel by knowing, loving, and serving God and one another.
MISSION
We are a Catholic community of faith that welcomes every person to grow in holiness and draw
closer to Jesus Christ through…
 Worship and Evangelization
 Faith Formation and Education
 Works of Charity and Justice
… every day and at every stage of life.
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Christmas Mass Schedule
Plan to arrive early for caroling and special
Christmas music! Please be aware that the
4:00 p.m. Masses are extremely crowded –
our busiest Masses of the year. Consider
attending a different Mass time and enjoy
a more relaxed Christmas, with guaranteed
seating and a parking spot!

Tuesday, December 24
4:00 p.m. – Children’s Choir in church
4:00 p.m. – Parish Music Ensemble in gym
6:00 p.m. – church – bilingual English/Spanish Mass
11:00 p.m. (music begins at 10:00 pm)
Wednesday, December 25
9:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
12:45 p.m. Spanish

Feast of Mary, Mother of God
Masses
This is a holy day of obligation & opportunity.
Monday, December 31
5:30 p.m.
Tuesday, January 1
9:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m. bilingual English/Spanish Mass

