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from our pastor

Fr. Rask

“Time travels in diverse paces for diverse people,” Rosalind says to Orlando in
Shakespeare’s As You Like It. In other words, Time travels differently for different people.
There is not just one kind of time. Time travels swiftly for a man on the way to the gallows,
says Rosalind, “for though he go as softly as foot can fall, he thinks himself too soon there.”
Time ambles with a priest who does not know Latin and for a rich man without the gout, “for,” she says, “the
one sleeps easily because he cannot study and the other lives merrily because he feels no pain.”
We now know that time speeds up or slows down relative to one’s velocity. The time measured by a
clock or other device seems to be unyielding and inexorable, each second, minute, hour, apparently as long as
every other second, minute, and hour. But there is another kind of time people actually live in, time measured
by the mind and heart. This kind of time is like a river. Where the river drops sharply, the current is swift and
treacherous. If the river is wide and deep, the current seems barely present. Sometimes the current of time
grabs one and flings one head over heels down stream and life passes swiftly. The older one gets the faster
one’s life seems to rush towards its end. At other moments in life, time seems to stand still. For adolescents,
time can seem to flow all too slowly. For the very young, time can even seem to stand still, for example, the
last few days before Christmas can seem an eternity. We know that pain can expand time, seconds into hours
and days into weeks. Joy and pleasure can collapse time. Every wonder why vacations pass so quickly? And
then there comes a time when the current of time leaves one behind completely as we enter the ever now of
eternity, the time appropriate for spiritual beings with a beginning but no ending. The Church actually has a
word for this kind of time: aeviternity, a state between eternity, which is unchanging and out of time and
temporality, where things do change and die.

The authors of scripture knew these different kinds of times. Clock time they called “kronos,” from
which we get our word “chronometer.” Kronos measured the unyielding passage of sun from point to point.
The time of the mind and heart they called “kairos.” It meant the right time, the favorable opportunity, God’s
own good time. Liturgical time is Kairos. We begin a new liturgical year on the first Sunday of Advent. The
Advent season is a God-given opportunity to prepare once again to participate in God’s final act of salvation. It
is getting ready for the anniversary celebration of Jesus’ birth in time. It is preparation for Christ’s coming in
glory at the end of time. It is hope for a deeper experience of God now, of that daily encounter of God who is
always with us. Advent is woven from a tapestry of all of these. During these weeks of preparation time past
meets time yet to come in this present time, as Advent highlights first one and then another aspect of God’s
promise of salvation.
Although the present pandemic will force us to alter our observance of Advent, in ordinary times the
Advent season is often marked by frantic activity, blatant commercialism, and excessive partying, things which
rob our present of time to do what is really important. But time travels in diverse paces for diverse people.
There are things we can do to determine how fast time will travel for us. First, use an Advent wreath. The
circle of greens reminds us of the cyclical nature of time. The end shades into the beginning, the beginning into
the end. But it not so much a circle as a spiral. We arrive at the beginning each year and see it as if for the first
time, because we are different people, closer to advent of the kingdom. Second, celebrate the sacrament of
reconciliation during one of the numerous times provided. Third celebrate the Feasts of Saint Nicholas, Our
Lady of Guadalupe, and the Immaculate Conception by going to Mass with your parish family. All of these
remind us of the God who is Immanuel, not a God far off and distant from the human race, but the God who is
with us.
In Christ,
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STEWARDSHIP IS:
 Recognizing that everything we have and are is a gift from God.
 Being Grateful and Generous with our gifts.
 Understanding that we own nothing, but are stewards of God’s gifts.
During the annual Stewardship Renewal in October we reflected on how each of us can generously share our gifts
through Prayer, Participation, and Generosity. These pillars of Stewardship are important in developing our ability to
live as stewards and missionary disciples. Those who live as stewards recognize that all is a gift from God.
Our annual covenant drive provides an opportunity to renew your covenant with God. This covenant includes a
commitment to parish ministries, which would not be available to the community without your support. We are grateful
to the 567 parish households who have already participated. The chart below illustrates our parish response through
November 17, 2020.

Pledge Summary

2020

2021

as of:

11-12-19

11-17-20

$953,159

$1,024,599

$2,382,790

$2,263,651

Total Pledged

Total Annual Contribution Goal

You may return cards by dropping them into the collection basket, send in the mail, or drop them
off at the parish office. Additional cards are available in the kiosks near the parish office, or online
at www.stodilia.org - Stewardship Tab, or by using your phone’s camera to read the QR Code and
follow the link to connect to the online pledge form.

By knowing the stewardship commitments of our parishioners, we

can plan better for the coming year. Together we can continue the
meaningful work of our parish. Even if you are not making a change
from last year or are unable to make a pledge, please return your
card so we can keep your contact information up-to-date.

May this stewardship journey strengthen your relationship
with God and each other.
Parishioner Rick Storms shares his
Stewardship message on generosity during
Mass on Sunday, October 17 |18.
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October 2020
Dear Parishioners,
The financial results of St. Odilia parish for the fiscal years ended June 30, 2020 and 2019 are provided to you
on the following pages. We began our fiscal year in July 2020 with a beautiful summer, a successful Fall
Festival and a great start to our school year and faith formation programming. We celebrated the seasons of
Advent and Christmas and welcomed the arrival of a new year. In March, everything changed and we found
ourselves in the middle of a worldwide pandemic. The St. Odilia School teachers and staff had eight days to
convert to distance learning and the parish doors were closed to Sunday worship. With the help of talented
parishioners and staff, we quickly launched the Catholic Community of St. Odilia YouTube channel and began
the ‘new normal’ of live streamed Mass. Through it all we have persevered, even thrived, during a very
difficult time. Your continued generosity and support have allowed St. Odilia parish to continue to support its
many ministries and to substantially increase our parish outreach to others in need. St. Odilia applied for and
received a Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) loan which allowed us to keep all parish and school staff on full
employment. Our PPP loan funded our payroll costs from mid-April thru early June and as such, we expect to
receive full forgiveness of the loan in FY21.
Parishioner giving to Sunday, Debt Service and Facility Maintenance funds decreased 1.2% over the prior year
which again is a testament to your continued faithfulness. Although we can now attend Mass in person, we
are limited as to the number who can attend and we do not know when this will change. As a result, the
Finance Council recommended a 5% decrease in contribution income as we budget for FY21 due to the
continued uncertainty facing our community. Reducing the budget for contributions while continuing to invest
in our ministry services results in a FY21 net budgeted deficit of approximately $109,000 before depreciation
and expense capitalization. We do not usually budget for a deficit, but the Finance Council agrees this is
appropriate as we continue to work through the current financial situation and consider the use of cash
reserves to fund operations if needed. We have also established new ways to give through our online giving
program which can be found on the parish website. Cost controls are a priority and we are always monitoring
the expenses of your parish.
During 2020, we were able to make a prepayment of $280,119 on our mortgage note as a result of your
contributions to the ongoing Debt Reduction Campaign and a significant bequest gift. Even during this time of
uncertainty, Catholic education remains a priority for our parish. Enrollment at St. Odilia School increased
from 466 K-8 students in FY19 to 490 K-8 students in FY20. With our return to in-person learning this fall, our
K-8 enrollment for FY21 has increased to 518 students. Ongoing and unanticipated expenses due to the
COVID pandemic remain a concern. We have added new staff to deliver excellent faith formation programs to
serve all members of the St. Odilia community. Enrollment in our faith formation and sacramental preparation
classes is down approximately 25% over FY20 levels. We continue to offer both in person and remote learning
options as well as adult faith programs either in person or online.
The past six months have been the most challenging our parish has seen in some time. Through your ongoing
prayers and support, as well as modern technology, we have been able to continue to serve the parish
community in new and creative ways. Our 2020 Stewardship Report highlighted our ’60 Years of Stewardship’
and the many ways that your financial support enables us to fulfill our mission. We are blessed to have many
active parishioners who remain committed to our parish through their gifts of prayer, participation and
generosity and we give thanks for each member of our community.
In Christ,

Father Rask
Pastor

Jeanne Schaaf
Parish Administrator
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Jean Nickman
Finance Council Chair

Your Financial Gifts

Sunday, Debt Service & Maintenance Contributions in thousands

Your Contributions Support our Parish Ministry

FY20 contributions to Sunday, Debt and
Facility Maintenance funds totaled
$2,272,096. Your generosity provided the
funding to maintain operations and support

our ministries that allow St. Odilia to realize
its’ mission.

St. Odilia Endowment Fund
We began FY20 with the separation of the St. Odilia Endowment Fund into two distinct institutional endowed funds in
partnership with the Catholic Community Foundation. An institutional endowed fund is a permanent fund designed to
provide stable, ongoing financial support – forever. The principal is legally protected and grows through prudent
investing. Each year, we have the option to receive a distribution from the earnings on the fund. A founding member of
our St. Odilia Endowment Fund Advisory Committee explains it this way:

“We want to ensure that this faith community we know and love will continue to thrive long into the future
so that others who follow in our footsteps will be nurtured and blessed as we have been.”


A distribution in FY19 of $84,000 was granted for use in parish ministries during FY20



A distribution in FY20 of $61,000 from the St. Odilia Endowment Fund and $18,300 from the St. Odilia School
Endowment Fund will be used to support our ministries in FY21.
5

Church of St. Odilia
Fiscal Years Ended June 30, 2019 and 2020
Actual FY19

Budget FY20

Actual FY20

Budget FY21

Sunday, Debt & Facility Maintenance
Dividends and Interest
Other Income
Worship
Pastoral Care
Faith Formation

2,300,045
23,637
332,509
82,982
46,330
120,439

2,382,790
15,000
258,081
81,000
50,500
105,166

2,272,096
22,243
311,453
67,710
81,250
99,384

2,263,651
20,000
302,100
48,000
39,800
98,901

School (Preschool, K-8 & Knight Watch)
Total Income

4,189,558
7,095,500

4,388,914
7,281,451

4,193,819
7,047,956

4,379,798
7,152,250

91,051
550,972
795,138
344,022
438,948
133,868
465,630

87,698
1,121,739
346,802
480,080
141,288
439,461

75,332
577,401
937,597
287,194
470,973
166,280
296,289

66,872
1,172,779
302,864
451,753
135,588
417,426

School (Preschool, K-8 & Knight Watch)
Total Expenses

4,157,786
6,977,415

4,544,381
7,161,449

4,350,373
7,161,439

4,574,499
7,121,781

Net Surplus (Deficit) From Operations

118,085

120,002

(113,484)

30,469

20,576
138,660

5,000
125,002

10,867
(102,616)

5,000
35,469

(101,827)

(104,672)

(87,231)

(125,498)

(43,826)

(20,330)

(16,980)

(19,291)

(150,000)

-

-

-

(156,992)

-

(206,827)

(109,320)

(420,000)

-

(280,119)

-

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES - Parish Operations:
INCOME:

EXPENSE:

Interest Expense- Mortgage
Depreciation
General Operations
Facilities
Worship
Pastoral Care
Faith Formation

NON-OPERATING ITEMS:
Unrealized Gain-Investments
Subtotal
OTHER USES OF OPERATING CASH:
Principal Payments on Mortgage Loan
Principal and Pre-Payments on Bus Loan
Prepayments on Mortgage Loan
Total Parish Net Surplus (Deficit) *
USE OF CASH FROM DEBT CAMPAIGN DONATIONS:
Prepayments on Mortgage Loan
CONSOLIDATED STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION:
ASSETS:
Cash and Investment Reserves
Receivables & Prepaid Expenses
Endowment Fund - Parish
Endowment Fund - School
Prayer Garden Perpetual Care Fund
Net Property & Equipment
Total Assets

6/30/2019
2,009,654
55,580
1,782,680
535,499
125,726
11,195,119
15,704,258

6/30/2020
3,051,966
41,325
1,863,707
554,282
138,995
10,709,206
16,359,481

833,587
2,912,412
2,459,365
9,498,894
15,704,258

622,578
3,385,783
2,584,418
9,766,702
16,359,481

LIABILITIES &
NET ASSETS:

Accounts Payable/Accrued Liabilities/Deferred Revenue
Notes Payable
Net Assets with Donor Restrictions
Unrestricted Net Assets
Total Liabilities & Net Assets

*Excludes Endowment Fund, Prayer Garden and Capital Campaign Activities
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Church of St. Odilia
Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 2020

Parish Income $7,047,956

Parish Expenditures $6,790,391*

*Parish Expenditures = Parish Expenses—Depreciation + Capital Expense + Principal Payments paid from operations.
Note: General OP Admin Expense of $733,792 is allocated to Ministry areas based on the number of employees per Ministry.
The above data excludes Endowment Fund, Prayer Garden and Capital Campaign.
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Support Our Ministries With Online Giving
As you discern your Stewardship commitment for 2021, we encourage you to consider Online Giving as a payment method
for making your contributions. During these challenging times, the ability to support and participate online is more
important than ever. This is why St. Odilia offers Online Giving as an option to support our continued mission and
ministries. Online Giving is safe, secure, and convenient. It is an ideal way to support St. Odilia as you worship from home.
It also enables our church to become more efficient.
Parishioner Benefits:


Secure and confidential. Adheres to banking security standards



Efficient. Set up direct withdrawals from your checking, savings account or a credit card.



Flexible. Set-up recurring or one-time gifts.



Simple. Start, stop and change your contributions at any time.



Convenient. No need to write a check or have cash available.



Remote flexibility. Make donations via your phone, smart device or computer.

Church Benefits:


Stabilize Contributions. Regularly scheduled gifts occur automatically. Allows church to effectively manage
monthly expenses.



Efficient. Participation saves time and expense in bookkeeping



Secure and Confidential. No need to store parishioner account information.



Current. A tool for people who prefer to use electronic services.

To make an online gift visit our website at www.stodilia.org and click on the “Give Online” tab, or use
your phone’s camera to scan the QR Code.
Make this year’s Stewardship commitment easier to achieve through Online Giving. Meeting our goal will help support the
St. Odilia ministries dedicated to strengthening our parish community and the community at large.
Remember, no matter the method or the amount,
every contribution helps, THANK YOU!

If you have questions regarding Online Giving,
please contact Ramona Michaels at
michaels@stodilia.org or
651 415-3350
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2020 Cares Act and Charitable Giving
The Catholic Community of St. Odilia has never been more important as a source of inspiration, spiritual support,
comfort and assistance than during these challenging and uncertain times. As a non-profit, St. Odilia relies on the
support of our parish community who partner with our mission to welcome every person to grow in holiness and draw
closer to Jesus Christ.
We are deeply appreciative of the ongoing financial support given during these unprecedented times. To that end, we
want to share some positive elements of the new “CARES” Act legislation regarding charitable contributions and deductions:


A new $300 above-the-line charitable deduction referred to as a universal deduction, is available beginning in 2020
for individual taxpayers who take the standard deduction – meaning you don’t have to itemize to claim the deduction. Contributions must be cash donations to a qualified charity such as St. Odilia.



For those who do itemize, the adjusted gross income limitation for individual cash charitable contributions made
during 2020 is eliminated – the bill increases the cap from 60% of AGI to 100%.

The CARES Act essentially suspended required minimum distributions (RMDs) for 2020. The goal of suspending RMDs is
to give people more control over their funds and to reduce having to sell investments and create a taxable event during
a time of emergency. Since the markets have been extremely volatile, giving retirement portfolios another year to recover can be helpful.
A Qualified Charitable Distribution still may be made from an IRA or inherited IRA if you are age 70.5 or older and send
money directly to a qualified charity. However, since no RMDs are owed in 2020, their amount will not offset any future
RMDs, except for the fact that their account balance is now lower.

The future of giving is constantly changing. We advise you to seek your own legal,
tax, and financial advice in connection with gift and planning matters.
If you have questions regarding charitable giving, please contact Ramona
Michaels at 651-415-3350.

Renewal
A New Year is just around the corner, which is a good time to sit down with God and do a year in review. Was I a good
steward of all that God has given me? How can I do better (not more or larger)?
Stewardship is a disciple’s way of life. As Christians, let us look at the New Year as a time of renewal of our Stewardship
life. Let us make time to renew our stewardship processes of prayer, participation and generosity.



Prayer - quiet time to be with God; give thanks, communicate our needs and acknowledge our
blessings. It is our time to be still and hear God.



Participate - use our strengths for the service of the body of Christ.



Generous – make use of our resources to support and assist our community.

Have a Blessed New Year!
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St. Odilia School and Preschool
St. Odilia School Admissions Update
Making the best, most important decision for the people you love the most in this world does not need to be hard,
but we are confident that once you learn about our school, feel the sense of community, and see how we care for one
another, you will know it is the best place for your child(ren)… and you!
As a school, we believe that it is our mission to help all of our
students develop the talents that God has given them so that
they grow to be wise, confident, kind, and caring individuals.
We recognize that every child is a gift from God, and we work
to nurture each child's unique personality and talents to make
our community a great place to be. As a staff, we work in collaboration with parents to ensure that students obtain a solid
foundation in all of these areas.
Registration and re-enrollment for the 2021-2022 school year
will open on Monday, January 11. We invite new families to attend one of our upcoming information nights or contact
admissions/preschool director to learn more.

Save the date for an upcoming Virtual Information Night. Visit the www.stodiliaschool.org to register.
Admissions (K – 8)
e-mail: admissions@stodilia.org
phone: 651-415-3310
Preschool Director: Kay Hannon
e-mail: hannon@stodilia.org
phone: 651-415-3303
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St. Odilia School and Preschool
A Decade On…
Ten years ago, St. Odilia Preschool opened to care for the community’s youngest learners. In the intervening years, it has expanded, built a playground, established traditions, moved a playground, and adapted to a global pandemic.
The program remains steadfast in its commitment to play-based learning
within a loving and faith-filled community. The philosophy is simple; guided by
teachers and the environment, children learn as they develop the physical,
emotional, and social skills required for kindergarten and beyond. Play provides opportunities for children to take risks, make mistakes, practice empathy, engage in multi-sensory experiences, ask questions, and more.

The preschool would not be what it is without the dedicated staff and strong
direction provided by administration, including parish leadership. In early May
2020, following state and federal guidelines for licensed childcare centers, St.
Odilia Preschool resumed care and programming. It was a modest start that
led to a vibrant summer program for preschool and school-aged children. This
in turn paved the way for St. Odilia School to resume full-time and in-person
learning for 2020-2021. From extra cleaning, to classroom cohorts, to the
modification of playground schedules, and more, preschool teaching staff collaborated and adapted as needed to ensure safe programming continues.
St. Odilia Preschool wants to thank families with whom they’ve partnered

over the past decade. Connections cultivated throughout the years are valued
and the program continues to prioritize building new and lasting relationships.
During this unique time, preschool classrooms recognize and appreciate all
the enthusiasm, care, and caution demonstrated by current families. In January, the registration process begins for summer and fall of 2021. All potty
trained, three- to five-year-olds are welcome. Mark your calendar for a virtual
open house held on January 14 at 7:00pm. Please see the preschool webpage
at www.stodiliaschool.org or contact preschool@stodilia.org for more information.
There are still unknowns in this

world touched by the pandemic,
but there are certainties at St. Odilia
Preschool. The commitment to early childhood education is strong.
Dedicated staff continue to foster a collaborative work environment and adapt
as new guidance directs. Play will endure and children will thrive socially and
emotionally in an environment centered in love and faith.
Sam Blincow constructed play structures for the preschool playground
for his Eagle Scout project. Preschool students are loving the a-frame
playhouse, table, and pretend drive-thru stalls.
Thank you and congratulations Sam!
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St. Odilia School
School Marathon
Recap 2020
Marathon 2020 was a new virtual
experience and very successful! We
exceeded our goal and raised over
$60,000! With the funds raised, we are
planning to purchase additional iPads.
Because we exceeded our school goal,
students have met the Principal’s
Challenge and will get to see Mrs. Marvin
in a chicken costume and dancing the
Little Birdie and the Bunny Hop at arrival
or dismissal!
Thank you to everyone who made this
year’s marathon a huge success! Your
donations, collected pledges, and
participation are greatly appreciated!

We also want to extend a big thank you
to our Marathon team, Dave and Melissa
Showers. Without their innovative ideas
and leadership, we would not have been
able to have our marathon or have so
much fun! Thank you to staff and parents
who helped throughout the time leading
up to the marathon and also thank you to
those who helped on marathon day.
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Special Religious Education
Program

51st Fall Festival a Huge Success
Thank you for supporting our first ever Virtual

St. Odilia has one of the finest programs for

Fall Festival in so many ways in September, 2020!

developmentally disabled adults of any parish in

Donations for our first ever online auction were

the Archdiocese. Sp.R.Ed., our Special Religious

amazing! Thank you for delivering, purchasing

Education program is currently on hold due to

and selling quilt and cash raffle tickets. Dallas and Linda Schute

the COVID pandemic. Temporarily, we are

delivered over 240 raffle packets. Thank you! Many thanks also to

sending monthly mail out activity packets to our

those who made a cash donation related to what you would have

participants. We are hoping to resume our live

spent at the festival under typical (non-Covid) circumstances. Our

sessions soon, depending on guidance in

expenses were minimal in 2020, thanks to our raffle and business

working with our vulnerable population. In

donors and many parishioners who donated auction items.

normal times Sp.R.Ed. meets on the second and

Six amazing festival leaders pulled this off. We owe a huge amount

fourth Tuesday of each month through April for

of gratitude to Theresa Kruse, Bob Eibensteiner, Janet Derfus,

a joy-filled evening of music, prayer, social time,

Trish Brokman, Jerry Ruhland and Dan Hoffman as Festival Leaders.

and learning about God’s love. We will be in

Our guiding thoughts as we planned Fall Festival 2020 was

need of a few new volunteers! If you feel called

determination, persistence and initiative. A special thank you to

to volunteer in this rewarding ministry, contact

Roger Toogood and Dennis Heinze for soliciting and picking up

Sp.R.Ed. coordinator Jon Heyer at

business donations and Mark Bina for photographing over 200

heyer@stodilia.org or 651-415-3351. If you

auction items. Jim Rosenow and his money counting team, along

know of a person that would benefit from

with Patty Fellner and Pat Whitmill who recorded all pre-festival

participating in our program, please contact me

quilt and cash raffle sales, made for an error-free accounting week-

as well!

end. Our festival website, Facebook ‘info-mericals’ and pulpit

Did you know your
Amazon shopping can
help
St. Odilia School?!

announcements by Michelle & Todd Mueller and recorded by Gary
Therens were a fabulous new addition to our festival promotions.
We must also thank the “Magic Jeannes”. Jeanne Andal and
Jeanne Winiecki designed and made over 165 baskets.
Thank you to the Back Yard Band for allowing us to live stream
your Sunday performance. We heard from several people that it
was an enjoyable experience as some were driving back from
weekend cabins or enjoying backyard barbecues. Thank you ALL
for helping us raise $82,000! In addition to what we raised, there
were many donations dropped off for the Listening House. Yes,

our festival leadership team is a creative bunch and we are grateful

Use AmazonSmile when you are
shopping, and earn a .5% donation for
St. Odilia School on all qualified Amazon
purchases!
NOTE: You must be logged in through
AmazonSmile for donations to count,
so please make sure you see the logo and the
words "Supporting: The School of St. Odilia
Church" in the upper left-hand corner of
your browser.

they didn’t let COVID-19 get in the way of a whole lot of
FUNdraising and fellowship! Only this group who said “yes we
must have some kind of a festival” would come up with ideas like
drive-by raffle pick up, drive-by drop off for auction donations, and
drive-by pick up of auction items — which all ran smoothly.
Speaking of creative leadership… we can always use new leaders,
chairs and co-chairs! If you are interested, please reach out to the
parish office and they will put you in touch with us.
With gratitude to all,
~Trish Brokman and Janet Derfus, Festival Co-Chairs
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Flores de Guadalupe
by Fr. Tim Tran
“In the Franciscan calendar, today is also the Feast of the Seven Joys of Mary. Would you like to wear a Marian chasuble
(the outer garment the priest wears to celebrate Mass)?” “Certainly, Father,” I replied sheepishly, “It is up to you.” Turning around and perusing through the sacristy closet, he settled upon one. “How about this?” he asked while hanging it on
display for me to see. With various strands of thought swirling through my mind and with amazement at how Providence
could orchestrate such circumstances, in wonder I answered, “It is perfect.”
The greatest gifts are the ones you never ask for or could ever imagine. Such was my visit to the Shrine of Our Lady of
Guadalupe in La Crosse on August 27 this past summer. For the past four years I have been making a pilgrimage in honor
of the Feast of the Queenship of Mary
(Aug. 22). This year I decided to make a loop, visiting the

various Marian shrines in Wisconsin: The National Shrine
of Our Lady of Good Help (the first approved Marian
apparition site in the United States), The National Shrine of
Mary Help of Christians (also known as Holy Hill), and The
Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe.
Little did I know that all my planning and intentions to
renew my consecration and to surrender my priesthood to
Our Blessed Mother was overshadowed by her maternal
embrace. Never would I have imagined that I would be a
priest. Never would I have imagined that I would be a
The Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe in La Crosse, Wisconsin.

priest, in a pandemic. Never would I have imagined I
would be a priest, in a pandemic, serving a multicultural

community such as St. Odilia. And never would I have imagined I would be a priest, in a pandemic, serving a multicultural
community such as St. Odilia, and ending my first road trip pilgrimage after priestly ordination on the Feast of the Seven
Joys of Mary. The greatest gifts are the ones you never ask for or could
have ever imagined.
“Am I not here, I, who am your Mother?” These comforting words
spoken to Juan Diego when the Mother of God appeared to him on Tepeyac Hill were the same ones I heard echo within my heart.
As Fr. Elias, FI, the rector of the Shrine, showed me the chasuble I would

be wearing to celebrate Mass on the Marian Feast Day, a deep overwhelming sense of peace flooded my soul. It was an experience I cannot put into
words. The chasuble was a stunning replica of the image of Our Lady of
Guadalupe miraculously imprinted upon the tilma of Juan Diego (the same
image which now hangs in our sanctuary). As I noticed her head pressing
next to my heart, I also saw embroidered roses flowing from my hands to
the floor around the outer rim of the garment, like the ones that bloomed
in the middle of winter and which our saint gathered in his tilma centuries
ago. It was as if Guadalupe’s story came alive in me. I was another little
Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe in
Mexico City.

Juan Diego.
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Flores de Guadalupe (continued)
As Christmas approaches, let us not forget that precisely because “the Word became flesh and dwelt among us” (Jn 1:14),

that “we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who has similarly been
tested in every way, yet without sin” (Heb 4:15). Likewise, we can also say that we have a Mother who has suffered
every sorrow yet never despaired. Through her Fiat, Mary becomes the source of our hope and joy. As I stood there
concelebrating Mass on Aug. 27, I could not wipe the smile off my face. That moment was absolutely gorgeous and simply
beautiful. What a consolation. Mother Mary was certainly there and she wanted to share with me the greatest joy of her
Immaculate Heart, her Son and our Savior, Jesus Christ. Our Lady of Guadalupe, Pray for us.

Mass of Thanksgiving
“Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, his mercy

endures forever.” This was the sentiment that
permeated the atmosphere when a small group from
our Latino Community safely gathered in front of the
statue of our Blessed Mother in our prayer garden on
the First Friday of the month, September 4, to celebrate
a Mass of Thanksgiving for the graces received in this
past summer’s “fishing season.” Changing the name
from “Casas Abiertas” (Open Houses) to “Patios
Abiertos” (Open Patios), meeting outdoors rather than
inside, our leaders had to be creative amidst the
pandemic while following strict guidelines to ensure
everyone’s safety. This did not damper the missionary
Spirit since the season ended with the success of not
only sowing seeds of the Gospel but also God’s
protection over everyone involved. Hence, it was a time
to celebrate and to offer gratitude to God through
Christ’s Sacred Heart. Joined with Fr. Scott Carl, our
sacramental minister, and Fr. Joseph Williams, Pastor
of St. Stephen’s in Minneapolis and the Vicar for Latino
Ministry of the
Archdiocese, the evening
ended with a short prayer
program to honor our
leaders with handmade
wooden altar crosses by a
Latino parishioner. May the
Fruit of the Cross, Jesus
Christ, grow and produce a
plentiful harvest for our
entire parish in the year to
come.
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Faith Formation
Eucharist Adoration
The Latino community has a date each month set
aside for one hour during Catechesis to encounter Christ
thru Eucharistic Adoration in the school gym. We start with
all the parents of the students that form part of Catechesis
each year and are attending MESAS. Mesas is led by a group
of volunteers, for the parents or adults of the students that
are in catechesis this year and interested in learning more
about their faith. This group has been very fruitful.
The Eucharist is the greatest treasure of the Church offered

to all so that all may receive through it abundant graces and
blessings. The Eucharist is the sacrament of Christ's sacrifice that we remember at each Mass. It is also his living
presence among us. To adore is to enter into an intimate relationship with the Lord present in the Blessed Sacrament.
Worshiping Jesus Christ in the Blessed Sacrament is the response of faith and love towards the One who being God
became man, towards our Savior who has loved us to the point of giving his life for us and who continues to love us
with eternal love. It is the recognition of the mercy and majesty of the Lord, who chose the Blessed Sacrament to stay
with us until the end of the world.
Eucharistic adoration enables us to spend time intimately thanking Him for His sacrificial gift expressed in his Eucharistic
words: “This is my body which is given for you” (LUKE 22:19). In the Eucharist, we encounter Him as the Victim of
Merciful love. At the same time, Christ is present in the tabernacle as the living Bread from heaven, the “medicine of

immortality”. Eucharistic adoration helps us to nurture our desire so that we grow in hunger and thirst for the
Bridegroom who feeds His Bride on His own Flesh and Blood so that she may share ever more in his divinity.

Hispanic Adult Faith Formation “Mesas”
This is the second year of “Mesas” at St. Odilia. Mesas is a two-year faith formation program for parents, especially for
those whose child/ren are preparing to receive a sacrament. Parents receive formation from the Catechism of the
Catholic Church, the Bible and once a month Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament.
In an atmosphere of community and family support “Mesas” has changed the lives of many of our parishioners. They
oftentimes share their testimonials and say that “they did not care for the church or knew much about it but after
coming to “Mesas” they have come to an appreciation of

our Catholic Faith in a deeper way that is more
meaningful than before.” Mesas covers many topics such
as: Why do we go to church? Why do we recite the
Creed? Why do we believe in saints? What are the
sacraments? Basic questions make a big difference in the
long run. Last year 2019, we had 13 tables and on each
table, we had 10 participants. This year 2020 because of
Covid-19, we only have nine tables six per table with their
proper 6 feet distance. Thanks to Mesas we experience a
growth in Volunteering in Faith Formation and activities
throughout the church liturgical year.
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Faith Formation
Incarnational learning in a time of Pandemic
Zoom classes, virtual conferences, and online learning have now become the
new normal in this unique time in history. I think many are grateful for the
technology we have and how it has enabled us to stay connected and learn
even from a distance, but tons of screen time does take its toll. This is why
as part of the faith formation program we knew it would be important to
integrate hands-on activities for our young people and their families if they
chose to learn online. At the beginning of the year families and students
picked up their online learning supplies, and more than the expected books,
they also received materials to make their own prayer spaces or sacramental

boxes. The elementary children were given a little cross, holy water, a little
candle and a liturgical calendar in order to make a special prayer space in their rooms. Over the course of the year we
will ask them to add to their prayer space or reflect on their prayer space to remind them of various aspects of God. The
Confirmation kids were given a wooden box which will be painted gold and over the course of the year they will complete a simple icon on the top of the box. This box will hold sacramentals they have collected over the years along with
scripture cards they make to corresponding Bible studies. Through these hands on activities we hope that kids will have
a more tangible faith learning experience.
Of course these hands-on learning experiences are important, but this year we also knew it would be essential to
reach our distance learners through media. For this reason we set up our very own YouTube studio giving us the ability
to create dynamic weekly content for our virtual learners.

Engaging Our Youth
“Young man I say to you, arise!” (Luke 7:14) These are the words of Jesus speaking to a young man who was dead and
brought back to life. You may think these words were spoken to a young person 2000 years ago, but Jesus is also speaking these words to our young people today. This year these words of Jesus were the theme of the 2020 Archdiocesan
Youth Day. Typically Archdiocesan Youth Day is one huge event with 1,500 students, but for obvious reasons the event
split into five hubs for smaller gatherings while still having a united message and event. St. Odilia youth participated in
this event at St. John the Baptist where Archbishop Hebda came to celebrate Mass, hear confessions and speak to the
young people. Not only did the youth hear from the Archbishop, but each hub also watched a special message from
Fr. Mike Schmitz. His message illustrated how failure does not kill us, and that “failure is not final”. He also explained
that there are times we feel dead or that we have reached as far as we can go and that we need something outside of us
to help us up. It is in these times that Jesus comes to us and makes us arise even if we can’t on our own. Later the
Archbishop connected with the youth by sharing some of his own
experiences of failure and how God still loves us despite our performance.
This event truly was an opportunity that encouraged our young people to
arise out of darkness, out of depression, out of failure, and out of sin. Our
youth mentioned that the event helped them to see the Mass through new
eyes, and that seeing the Archbishop with them helped them to know that
youth are important to the Church. Hopefully next year Archdiocesan
Youth Day can be celebrated in one huge event as in years past, but even if
it cannot, we know it will still be an event worth looking forward to!
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2020-21 Options for Faith Formation Programming
Perhaps the greatest value a person can have in a time of unpredictability is flexibility
and adaptability. This is especially true when needing to rethink delivery of curriculum
during trying times like our current situation. Faith Formation staff evaluated catechetical
program offerings and expanded the offerings to include both a traditional In-Person Instruction (on site catechists and classroom model) and adding Virtual Instruction Option
where parents receive direct instruction from coordinators to be empowered to teach
their children at home. About 50% of our Wednesday evening programming participants
are currently participating with the Virtual Instruction Option. Faith Formation staff send
a weekly email to parents in both venues engaging our community with the same
resources. As the year progresses, it is staff goals to offer quality programming in
partnership with our parents and keep our community together in unison with growing in
faith. Our Sunday morning catechesis meets with in-person Instruction.

Faith Formation Catechetical Program Yearly Theme
Faith Formation Wednesday evening programming began with its kick-off session for
In-Person learning on Wednesday, September 23. Parents and students in grades K-8
welcomed in the year with the theme of Pray, Hope and Don’t Worry. The theme is
based off of St. Padre Pio’s famous quote. The theme resonated with staff as St. Pio’s
feast day is September 23 and the message is especially pertinent to our current
pandemic situation. New staff members were introduced and Gizella Miko, Coordinator
of Youth Discipleship and Formation, spoke on how to be centered in the hope of Christ
as an individual, a family and a community. Fr. Tim Tran blessed the catechists. Parents
were instructed on safety protocols and materials for the year ahead. Students were
welcomed to their classrooms for introductory classroom instruction.

Parent Programs this Fall Focused on Prayer
Parents enrolled in Wednesday evening Faith Formation programming gathered in the church
on October 7 and November 4 for parent programs centering on the first part of the threefold yearly theme of Prayer. Tracy Umezu, parishioner and parent, gave testimony on a
family’s journey to find Joy in Quarantine. Family prayer and Catholic faith were essential in
helping them move through past adversity to be able to flourish in joy. Resources were given
to parents to set up a prayer center in their homes. In November Alex Schindler, catholic
worship leader, liturgical musician and singer-songwriter spoke with the parents on
Worship the Lord in Spirit and Truth, followed by a time of Adoration and Guided
Reflection with Sacred Scripture. Alex explained using the ARRR method of praying
with scripture of: Acknowledge, Relate, Receive and Respond. Parents were
encouraged to continue with this prayer method using the Prayer Companions with
the Synod Praying with Sacred Scripture Series available on the Synod website of
the Archdiocese. Parents were given instruction on adding to their prayer centers
with saint images, how to pray a litany and incorporating music. In the following
months the Parent Program will focus on Hope and Don’t Worry aspects of the
yearly theme.

Life in the Spirit Seminar—Thursday evenings beginning April 8, 2021
During Advent , we await the celebration of the mystery of the Incarnation This year we also wait for the end of this
pandemic. It’s as if the whole world went on sabbatical. How did you use your time? Perhaps you had time to reflect on
your own priorities. Where does God fit in? Maybe you have a desire to grow closer to the Lord, or to exercise your
spiritual muscle. There are many good resources, but if there is a vaccine available, we will offer an in-person opportunity
at St. Odilia for you to discover what spiritual gifts God has for you.
(Continued)
18

The Life in the Spirit Prayer Group invites you to take the Life in the Spirit Seminar. This is NOT a Faith Formation
“program”. It’s an opportunity to grow in your relationship with God. It’s a seven week commitment to reading a short
daily scripture; weekly reading a chapter in the Bible; attending the seminar each of the Thursdays which includes DVDs
by nationally known speakers, as well as parishioners’ witnesses; and participating in a small group of three to five men
or women, sharing at your own comfort level. You will be prayed over for the fuller release of the Holy Spirit during
the fifth session. This is commonly called The Baptism of the Holy Spirit.
John the Baptist prophesied about Jesus: “He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.” Luke 3:16.
Jesus told His apostles, “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses.”
Acts 1:8 The Baptism of the Holy Spirit is a renewal of the grace we received in Baptism and Confirmation.





Pope John XXIII asked all Catholics to pray during the Second Vatican Council, "Lord, renew your wonders in this our
day as by a new Pentecost."
Popes Paul VI, John Paul II and Benedict XVI have called for and prayed for a new Pentecost for the Church and for
humanity.
Pope Benedict XVI - Regina Caeli, May 2008. “Today I would like to extend this invitation to everyone. Let us
rediscover dear brothers and sisters, the beauty of being baptized in the Holy Spirit.”
Pope Francis Rome, Italy, Jun 2, 2014. “Let yourselves be guided by the Holy Spirit, with that same freedom...
“I hope that you will share with all in the Church the grace of baptism in the Holy Spirit…”

Life in the Spirit seminars have been offered thousands of times in thousands of Catholic churches throughout the
world. Join us to invite the Holy Spirit to be a guiding force in your life and deepen your prayer life.
Mark your calendars now for April 8, April 15, April 22, April 29, May 6, May 13 and May 20, 2021 7:00 p.m.—8:30 p.m.
Space is limited. Watch the bulletin for registration information during Lent. A registration fee of $15 will be collected
the first evening. If you have any questions, please email Mary Lou Mohn mleg20@juno.com, or Leo Boucher,
leoboucher@gmail.com, phone 651-484-2386.
Psalm 105:3 Glory in his holy name; let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice.

Music Ministry
“Sharing Biblical and Life-Changing Stories through Theater and Song”
A St. Odilia Musical Ministry Update:
At a time when confirmed cases of COVID-19 are on the rise in Minnesota and throughout the
nation, and while the health, well-being and safety of our parishioners and their families is our
top priority, the St. Odilia Musical Ministry Committee has made the very difficult decision to
cancel the February 2021 parish musical. Our hearts are heavy but the future is bright!
February 2022 will mark the 30th anniversary of this wonderful ministry! We look forward to that time when we can
gather safely to glorify God through theater and song. Blessings and peace to everyone in the St. Odilia community!

Outdoor
Sing-a-Long
Since the music groups have not
been able to gather to practice
as they always have done in the
past, they decided to host a
socially distant outdoor “Sing-aLong”. On two occasions over
the summer, the group of
talented musicians and vocalists gathered with their instruments and enjoyed an inspirational sing-along outside the
back entrance of the building. What a joyous and lifting opportunity it was to sing together again!
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Pastoral Care
Working to Become Dementia Friendly
St. Odilia is a Catholic community of faith that welcomes every person. We want to encourage individuals experiencing
any form of dementia or memory loss, and their caregivers, to feel welcomed in our parish.

A Dementia Friendly parish:





Accepts and values people regardless of cognitive abilities.
Focuses on their strengths and abilities and is open to what they have to offer.
Offers opportunities for both spiritual and pastoral support in order that everyone may enjoy being a part of
a worshiping community.
Understands that being a dementia friendly parish is always a work in progress.

Our parish is trying to be responsive to the needs of people experiencing memory loss and to the needs of their caregivers.


If you provide care to someone with some form of memory loss, please notify Deacon Jim by calling him at
(651) 415-3354 or leave a message.
 If you know of a church member who cares for someone experiencing memory loss, or know of a church
member who is experiencing memory loss, please ask them if it is
OK for you to inform Deacon Jim. We need to know who in our
O God of love,
hear our prayer
congregation could be helped so we can serve them. As soon as we
for all who suffer from Alzheimer’s
know of a caregiver or care recipient, we will contact them to see
and other forms of dementia.
how our parish can be of assistance to them.
In the days of changing memory,
be with them in their fears.
Caregiver Resources During COVID-19 Pandemic
In the days when memory has gone,
There are several resources available to caregivers during the
bless their families who suffer.
Surround them with tender love
pandemic. St. Odilia is a member of the North Central Consortium
from family, friends, caregivers, and
of The Gathering, which is operated and managed by Lyngblomsten
strangers.
Grant them peace in their hearts,
Services, Inc. Information about resources offered by Lyngblomsten,
a secure home environment,
as well as other resources provided locally by other providers, is
and dignity in their lives.
available on the St. Odilia website under Pastoral Care/ Dementia Friendly Con- May each day bring a blessing,
gregation. Printed information from Lyngblomsten and the Alzheimer’s Associa- hope, and greater love.
We ask this through Christ Our Lord.
tion are also available in the narthex on the wall outside the parish office.

The Sharing Tree 2020
Advent quickly approaches and like everything else this year it looks a bit different. The Sharing Tree
will again be in the Courtyard, ready for you to take an ornament and fulfill the request for either a
Cub or Aldi’s Card, a Gas Card, or a Target Card which will then be used to help parishioners or
community members who need assistance. This year has been one which has put many people in very
difficult spots due to the virus which has hurt folks physically and economically. Since the Courtyard is
not frequented as much as in years past, this year we will have a basket in the back of church in
addition to the Sharing Tree in the Courtyard. The basket will have some of the same ornaments
which the children have made requesting gift cards.
As we wade through this winter, you may know of others who might be hurting even more than many of us. So thank you
in advance for continuing to help those who need some assistance. May you continue to see Christ in one another,
show the Christ who is within you and share His love through your acts of kindness and generosity. May God keep you
safe and may you grow strong as you see the wounded Christ in those who are hurting and reach out to help.
Your Sharing Tree gifts may be returned to the parish office, placed in the collection basket, or you can make a donation
online at www.stodilia.org under “Give Online” tab. Proceeds will be used to purchase a gift card for someone in need.
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Pastoral Care
Feed My Starving Children
The Covid-19 pandemic has affected everyone in countless ways. While everyone can recite a list of readily identifiable
negative impacts, consider for a moment what the impact of COVID-19 is having on food donations for the world’s most
vulnerable children. According to the Feed My Starving Children (FMSC) website, the World Food Programme estimates
that COVID-19’s global impact will double the number of people experiencing severe hunger to 265 million in 2020.
We have previously noted that volunteer packing events had been temporarily paused as the FMSC staff developed
alternative processes. FMSC subsequently resumed volunteer packing under strict guidelines. They also initiated other
responses to overcome the severe disruption to their food distribution programs.
Here at St Odilia, the Pastoral Care Council continues to support the mission and activities of Feed My Starving Children.
Volunteers are recruited from time to time to meet at the FMSC facility in Coon Rapids and pack meals. Twice so far,
volunteers have worked shifts under the new packing room layout and safety precautions. The changes introduced,
particularly a work station limit of five volunteers, does reduce production somewhat, but the focus on safety was readily
recognizable and appreciated.

Want to help? There are several ways FMSC asks for support.






First and foremost – PRAY. FMSC is a Christian organization and they cover all their production and shipments with
prayer. They invite everyone to pray for their continued success in safely bringing food to starving children around the
world.
Second – DONATE. Financial support is needed now more than ever before. With the reduced volunteer production,
more food needs to be procured through the contracts mentioned above, and each of these meals costs about five
cents more per meal than volunteer-packed meals. This amounts to several million in additional cost.
Third – VOLUNTEER. You can, of course, register to pack food at any of their shifts, and we will continue to coordinate
volunteer registrations for periodic packing dates. Our next date is Tuesday, December 15 from 9:00 to 11:00 a.m.
As we near reserved packing dates, a reminder is publicized in the weekend Bulletins along with registration
information. Additionally, anyone wishing to be notified via email can provide their confidential email address to
Michael Bronk (m_bronk@yahoo.com). In the meantime, you can pose questions to any member of the Pastoral Care
Council. The Pastoral Care Council thanks the many volunteers that continue to make this activity a huge success.

Respect Life Committee
Safe Havens for Newborns
As a community that cares for life, we support programs that help mothers and newborns. One program that is not well
known is the Safe Haven program. Information about this lifesaving option should be widely disseminated across
Minnesota, as it is an effective way to save lives.
Safe Haven laws came about because of the high incidence of newborn homicide occurring within the first 24 hours of
life. These were primarily perpetrated by the mother, who was often young and unmarried, with a lower educational
attainment. She probably concealed an unintended pregnancy and had a nonhospital birth.
Because of this tragedy, by 2008 all 50 states and Puerto Rico had enacted Safe Haven laws. Since 1999, when the first
state (Texas) implemented a Safe Haven laws, 4,100 infants have been safely surrendered nationwide. While we should
celebrate these lives saved, this option to safely and legally and anonymously relinquish a newborn is, unfortunately, not
known by the general public. Each state has variations on the law. Please help get the word out about this valuable lifesaving program. Information about how to support this effort: https://www.nationalsafehavenalliance.org

Safe Place for Newborns Law
The Safe Place for Newborns Law in Minnesota was enacted in 2000 in response to tragedies involving abandoned
infants. This law provides an anonymous alternative for mothers to safely relinquish their newborns. Mothers, or someone with their permission, may leave unharmed newborns, no more than seven days old, at a hospital or health care
facility or with a 911 call.
The purpose and mission of the Safe Place for Newborns law is to save the lives of newborns in danger of abandonment
and to help a mother provide a safe way to leave her child without fear of prosecution for abandonment. This is a
wonderful law, and it most certainly saves lives and offers a life-affirming option to a desperate mother. We must also
recognize and address the reasons (poverty, lack of awareness of resources of pregnancy help centers and information
about adoption etc.) that might make a mother so desperate as to take the life of her newborn or abandon her child.
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Social Justice Council
St. Odilia Events Raising Awareness of Catholic Social Teaching
On September 30, 2020, the Social Justice Council invited St. Odilia parishioners to participate in a discussion of the ideas
and concepts presented at a webinar sponsored by the Minnesota Catholic Conference, “Open Wide our Hearts: The
Catholic Church Confronts Racism”. The webinar brought together a diverse panel of Catholics, led by Bishop Shelton
Fabre, African-American bishop of the Diocese of Houma-Thibodeau in Louisiana, to give perspectives on the 2018
pastoral letter of the U.S. Catholic Conference of Bishops (USCCB), “Open Wide Our Hearts”. Some of the questions
addressed by the panel were: What is the conversion that the USCCB is asking of us? Is it fair to compare racism to
abortion, and call it a pro-life issue? How should Catholics relate to Black Lives Matter? How could the Catholic Church
reach out to welcome Black people? What can we do to overcome racism? Attendees shared personal experiences with
people of other races, including with our own Latino community, and of living where we do in largely segregated
neighborhoods.
On October 14, 2020, the Social Justice Council sponsored a second Zoom event to discuss voting and values. The original
event, sponsored by Risen Savior Parish in Burnsville and Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis, featured information presented by DeAndre Gordon about different options for voting, how to register to vote and
encouraged participants to share voting information. In addition, Rev. Warren Sazama SJ spoke about the dilemma faced
by Catholic voters that neither of the candidates for president in the 2020 elections fully embrace Catholic Social Teaching. Fr. Sazama’s prepared remarks were consistent with the USCCB teaching document Forming Consciences for Faithful
Citizenship which says “Catholics often face difficult choices about how to vote. This is why it is so important to vote
according to a well-formed conscience that perceives the proper relationship among moral goods. A Catholic cannot vote
for a candidate who favors a policy promoting an intrinsically evil act, such as abortion, euthanasia, assisted suicide,
deliberately subjecting workers or the poor to subhuman living conditions, redefining marriage in ways that violate its
essential meaning, or racist behavior, if the voter's intent is to support that position.” (No. 34).
At the St. Odilia parish event attendees received local voter information and a summary of Catholic Social Teaching
principles. The participants asked questions and discussed issues related to Faithful Citizenship. The words of Pope Francis in Rejoice and Be Glad (Gaudete y Exsultate) were significant for those participating: The call to holiness, he wrote, requires a “firm and passionate” defense of the “innocent unborn”. “Equally sacred,” he further stated, are “the lives of the
poor, those already born, the destitute, the abandoned and the underprivileged, the vulnerable infirm and elderly exposed to covert euthanasia, the victims of human trafficking, new forms of slavery, and every form of rejection”.

Faith and Racial Healing Study Series
In response to heightened awareness and questions about racial justice among parishioners and parish leadership, St.
Odilia Social Justice Ministry Area Council will sponsor an in-depth study series “Faith and Racial Healing: Embracing Truth,
Justice and Restoration”. The Social Justice Council sought out this program from Just Faith Ministries, a nationally recognized social justice education organization. The program is being used in churches across the United States, including Catholic churches in our Archdiocese.
Participants of the program will:
 Learn about the history of racial injustice in the U.S., so that we might better understand and more effectively
eradicate modern-day racial injustice.
 Learn how faith communities responded to racial injustice in the past, so that we might learn from their mistakes and
successes.
 Learn from the faith and spiritual wisdom of those who endured injustice and stood for freedom.
 Develop practical tools for seeking racial justice in our local communities with our nation.
The “Faith and Racial Healing” program explains the historical context behind the racial inequalities we face today in education, the criminal justice system, the workforce, and church life. Participants will emerge better equipped to work toward restoration through multiple sessions that will include prayer, dialogue, active listening, relationship building, and
videos/guest speakers.

Overview of topics—”Faith and Racial Healing”

Opening Session: Community-Building & Self-Reflection
Session 1: The Big Picture of Racial Injustice
Session 2: The Middle Passage
Session 3: Recovering the Voices of the Enslaved

Session 4: From Convict Leasing to Mass Incarceration
Session 5: Confessing our History of Lynching
Session 6: Civil Rights and the Struggle for Equal Education
Session 7: The True Theology of Dr. Martin Luther King

Watch the parish bulletin and e-News for registration information. Tentative schedule for the program is February to April 2021.
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Worship Events for Winter
November 29
December 8

~ First Sunday of Advent
~ Feast of the Immaculate Conception of Mary Masses
Monday, December 7 ~ 5:30 p.m.
Tuesday, December 8 ~ 7:30 a.m.
Tuesday, December 8 ~ 6:00 p.m. Spanish

Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe
Novena to Our Lady of Guadalupe:
December 4 – 11, 7:00 – 8:00 pm each evening in the church

Saturday, December 12 ~ 7:00 am Mañanitas
Saturday, December 12 ~ 8:00 am Mass in Spanish
Saturday, December 12 ~ 12:00noon Rosary in Spanish
Saturday, December 12 ~ 1:00 pm Mass in Spanish

Sacrament of Reconciliation

Christmas Masses:

Individual
All Saturdays – 9:00 a.m.
Saturday, December 19 – 9:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m.
Wednesdays, December 2, 9, 16, 23 – 5:30 p.m.
Communal Service with Private Confessions
December 14 – 7:00 p.m.

Thursday, December 24
4:00 p.m. ~ church
4:00 p.m. ~ gym
6:00 p.m. ~ church, Spanish
6:00 p.m. ~ gym, English
11:00 p.m. ~church
Friday, December 25
9:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
1:00 pm Spanish

Feast of Mary, Mother of God Masses

Thursday, December 31 5:30 p.m.
Friday, January 1 9:00 a.m. English and 1:00 p.m. Spanish

Please watch the bulletin and e-News
as we announce which Masses we will
be able to offer via livestream on our
YouTube Channel.
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St. Odilia Prayer Garden
It Takes a Village of Volunteers to Care for our Prayer Garden
Our beautiful St. Odilia Prayer Garden, a final resting holy place, where all are welcome, is lovingly cared for by volunteers
and staff. It really does take a village.
First, we gratefully acknowledge the work of Arnita Loegering who
has been our Master Gardener since development of the Prayer
Garden began in 2014. Arnita and her husband, Charlie, have spent
countless hours planning and working in the Prayer Garden. Arnita
and Charlie are moving out of our parish and community and we will
so miss their creativity and dedication. Arnita has done an excellent
job in helping to shape the entire landscape on the south section of

the Prayer Garden. We are grateful for their work and wish them the
very best.
A large crew is led by our volunteer coordinator Roger Toogood
who determines the needs of the Prayer Garden and deploys the
volunteers. Roger has a keen eye for what needs to be done
and is very persuasive in motivating the volunteers.
These are some of the tasks that need to be done: spring cleanup, mulching, watering, hole digging, brush removal, maintaining three rain gardens in the north section and Father Charlie’s
memorial rock garden, stone picking, general gardening, caring

for shrubs and perennial plants, buckthorn removal, leveling of
dirt, mowing and trimming grass, caring for Blessed Virgin Mary
garden area, shaded gardens, planting, tree trimming, weed
pulling, fall work, mulch trees and winter protection, marking
graves for the winter and geese control.
Roger Toogood, Coordinator of
Prayer Garden Volunteers.

Here are the volunteers who make this extraordinary ministry
possible:

Stephen Anderson, Russ Bertsch, Mark and Nancy Bina, Peg Brossart, Patti and Paul Cristan, Gary Fariss, Eric Fort, Mary
and Ron Gulenchyn, Jeff Hermes, Jim Hedeen, John Jacobs, Krissa Jeffereris, Steve Johnson, Dave Jungkunz, Steve Kahat,
Ralph Keppers, Lisa Ketchmark, Bernie Krenner, Bob Langer, Larry Langer, Greg and Susan Lauer, Tom Laumann, Leroy
Loehlein, Tom MacNamara, Bonnie Miller, Katherine Onken, Craig & Sophie Oliver, Judith Petrie, Carol Rapach, Mark and
Maryjean Reker, Patrick Rohlinger, Patrick Sarafolean, Judy Schuelke, Ryan Sepion, Ken Semling, Pat Sheedy, Jim Slavik,
Jane Spartz, Paul Steffen, Karen Ventura, Will Walz and Bob Weyandt.
And then there’s the St. Odilia staff: Annie Hoffman, Pam Flaherty, Amy Etten, Mark Kolasa, Jeanne Schaaf, Kevin Scroggins
and Fr. Rask. They answer inquiries, shovel snow, maintain paperwork and execute legal documents. Kim Albrecht meets
with grieving families, schedules and participates in nearly every interment and carefully assures that the engraving of
niches is accurate.
All these people. All their work. All the prayers that flow to this beautiful, holy place. Thank you for all you do to make the
St. Odilia Prayer Garden the gift that it is to our community.
~Lynne Schriver-Sheedy, Chair, Prayer Garden Committee
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We remember and pray for those who have gone before us.

Maureen Willenbring

July 23, 1937—July 24, 2020
Maureen Willenbring passed away peacefully with family present on July 24, 2020,
one day after her 83rd birthday. Maureen was an active member of St. Odilia, for the
entire history of St. Odilia parish, as she and her husband, Ernie Willenbring, were
charter members. Their first child, Daniel Willenbring, was one of the first babies
baptized at St. Odilia. She and Ernie had four children, Daniel, Michael, James and
Karen, who all attended St. Odilia school. She is preceded in death by her son
Michael in 1982 and her husband Ernie in 2015. She and Ernie had 57 years of a
loving marriage and life together.
Maureen found great meaning and purpose in her dedicated involvement with the
Council of Catholic Women (CCW) at St. Odilia parish. This area of service so
captivated her that she became involved at the Archdiocesan, Province, and even
National levels, holding various positions that all were in service to furthering the

charitable works of the Church, education in issues of social justice, fostering and empowering women in leadership, and
creating positive changes in the world. She was an instrumental team member in developing a leadership training
development program that assisted the CCW groups across the country to better achieve their mission and goals.
Maureen’s life of service in this impactful women’s organization earned her the highest papal honor that can be
bestowed upon a lay person, the Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice. Maureen, however, was not one focused upon honors and
recognition. She was best known for her quiet and encouraging presence, always mindful of the needs of those around
her and attentive in a way that brought forth the best in others. She rejoiced with the successes and happiness of others.
Maureen also had a great love for travel and was a travel agent for many years. She loved to experience the excitement
of new places, different cultures, interactions with people around the country and the world, and to assist others in
pursuing those opportunities as well. High points in her life of travels included a profoundly inspiring trip to Ireland to
explore her Irish heritage and coordinating a large group trip to Italy. The world held great promise and wonder for

Maureen and this was reflected in her chosen work in the travel industry.
Family, friends, Church, and community were deeply important to Maureen, and the gentle love she shared impacted all
those with whom she shared her life. She loved to spend time with her four grandchildren, Erin, Michael, Bailey, and
Jacob, and she delighted in watching her six great grandchildren as they have grown (Gavin, Cooper, Jack, Maddy, Milo;
and Mack, who was born two days after Maureen passed away). She will be greatly missed by all, but her love and
example will be remembered by all those who were privileged to know and love her.
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Jean Javorski

July 29, 1929 - June 1, 2020
Jean (nee Fowler) passed away June 1, 2020 after a short stay at St. Therese at St. Odilia
Hospice. Thanks to the care provided by her son David, Jean was able to stay in her long
time Shoreview home until her final days.
Jean was born in Redwood Falls, MN in 1929 and grew up in St. Paul. She attended
St. Vincents and St. Columba grade schools, and then graduated from St. Agnes High School.
After high school she went to business school and worked at the Highway Department prior

to marrying Stan Javorski in 1950. That marked the end of a very short professional career
and the beginning of her vocation as a stay at home Mom. Stan and Jean raised their three
children in St. Paul and then Shoreview where they moved in 1971. It was then that the
family became members of St. Odilia. She enjoyed reading and travel throughout her life,
but her true joy was caring for and sharing the interests of her grandchildren. Jean and Stan, until his death in 1996,
provided all of their day care allowing her children to work mostly worry-free. Jean relished this role until her last day.
She was truly “Super Gramma”.

Albert “Bud” Heck

May 5, 1931—October 24, 2020

Albert “Bud” Heck of Shoreview Minnesota, passed away in his home on October 24,

2020. Bud was born in St. Paul, MN, to Louise and James Heck. He attended St. Cecilia’s
grade school and DeLaSalle and Murray high schools. After high school he enlisted in the
United States Air Force, where he was stationed in Mountain Home, Idaho, during the
Korean War. His first assigned position was that of a crash ambulance driver and then as
a scrub nurse in the O.R. When out of the service he was employed by Deluxe Check
Printers, where he worked for over 35 years. He started his career at Deluxe as a pressman and ended up as a Production Manager in the Wheeler Avenue plant in St. Paul. He
enjoyed his working years at Deluxe and was very much respected by his employees. He
and Connie were part of the founding committee members of the Deluxe Retirement
Club which gave them many opportunities to travel overseas, stateside and to Canada.
He was an avid hunter and fisherman, enjoying many family trips over the years. Bud
was a caring man always concerned about the welfare of others, especially his children,
grandchildren and great-grandson. Bud was diagnosed with Parkinson’s disease in October, 2017. He and Connie were
courageous in his fight to live life to the fullest despite the diagnosis. The family was privileged to be able to keep and care
for him at home (which was his wish). He is survived by his wife of 66 years, Constance; children James (Shelley), Douglas
(Julie) and MaryJane (Tom) Housh; grandchildren, Thomas (Sara) Housh, Jessica (Joe) Naber, Tara (Ryan) Elks, James
(Karissa) Heck, Bill (Megan) Heck, Daniel Heck and great grandson, Maxwell Naber.
Bud was an active member of the St. Odilia church where he attended Mass every Sunday until he could no longer drive
because of his disease. He always mentioned not only did he miss being at Mass but also, he missed the same group of
parishioners he sat with at 9:00 services in the same area of church.
We find comfort that in our grief we know that our loved ones may not return to us but we shall go to them.
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Tony L. Gardner

August 21, 1958—October 22, 2020
Tony L. Gardner was born to Gert Gardner Kadrie and Louie Gardner in St. Paul, Minnesota,
on August 21, 1958. He graduated from Cretin High School and 916 Technical School in the
Heating, Air Conditioning and Refrigeration. Tony could fix almost anything. Tony never
married, but he had a full life doing many things. Fishing was number one on his list. He also
enjoyed hunting, barbequing, partying and traveling.
Tony lived in California for eight years, Connecticut for three years and Alaska for three
years, but he always came back home. Living in Minnesota, he annually flew to California for
a Super Bowl party and camping with buddies in the mountains.
Tony fought his cancer for eight years and is our hero. He had many surgeries and several
visits to the emergency room. He was in continuous pain, but never complained. He just kept

working and fishing. If you asked him if he was “hurting”, the answer was always the same: “I am fine.” Tony’s mother
and brother and sister (Geno and Gina) were always at his side to help him.
Tony was loved by his family and many friends and dearly missed by all.

Daniel Gallagher

February 23, 1929—August 31, 2020

One of my dad's famous quotes was "This is better than I deserve." 'This' could mean
everything from a vanilla ice cream cone at Bridgeman's to a family gathering around
the dinner table. But for my dad, the family took center stage.....no ice cream cone
could compare! His quote just speaks to how humble and grateful he was about every
blessing that came his way. Those blessings and beloved relationships came his way
because people gravitated toward him, for good reason. Dan Gallagher was born in
Waseca, Minnesota on February 23, 1929. It seems fitting he came into this world on a
Saturday, everyone's favorite day of the week.

Saint Odilia was a parish and beyond that, a place filled with treasured friendships,
many of which were formed nearly 50 years ago. He attended services until it was not possible for him to do so and
volunteered in a number of venues at Saint Odilia, one of his favorites being at the Fall Festival. He could not have been
prouder when I got on board to help my mom 'fold newsletters' in the 1980's. It pretty much boiled down to sticking
labels, stamping and organizing, making sure they got mailed out. Whatever it meant to do our part mattered to my
dad.
It seems equally fitting that Dan Gallagher died on a Monday. A sort of dreaded day in general and for those left to miss
him here on earth. Certainly not for him, as I know he is experiencing all that he deserves in heaven. And I think he is
waiting for us at that church service, Fall Festival or dinner table. And we all deserve better than anything having known,
loved and been loved by Dan Gallagher.
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Elaine Aurelia Ruhland February 8, 1927—September 28, 2020
(nee Schoenecker)
Age 93 of Arden Hills, Elaine danced gracefully into the arms of God on
September 28th, 2020, surrounded by her loving family.
Elaine was born in St. Paul, Minnesota, on February 8, 1927, to Herbert and

Louise Schoenecker. Along with her identical twin Elizabeth (Bette), Elaine was
one of fifteen children, the second oldest daughter in the family. As Elaine
grew up, her family moved several times in the Twin Cities area to
accommodate their growing family and eventually settled in North St. Paul.
Elaine graduated from St. Joseph’s Academy in 1945. She met her future
husband, Mel, while working at American Hoist and Derrick. They were
married on October 7th, 1950, and were married for 43 years. Most of those
years were spent raising their family of nine in Roseville. They shared a strong
commitment to their faith and family and were very active in their parish,
Saint Rose of Lima Catholic Church.
Elaine always stayed busy, whether it was nurturing her nine children, working as a school cook or as a seamstress for
David-Edwins Fashions. She also volunteered for the Knights of Columbus, the Maryknoll Missions and the Franciscan
Retreat House and worked non-stop on her crafts. She always found joy in giving. She was gifted at rug hooking, folk
art painting, wood carving, clay sculpting, knitting, sewing and teddy bear making, with her signature strawberry
“Bearthmark Bears”. Elaine’s crafts have won ribbons at the MN State Fair and many have been sold at craft fairs
throughout the years. Her knit hats, clay and wood carved Santas are among the family favorites.
Elaine and Mel lived a full life. They had a rich circle of family and friends, took their annual “West End Sports Club”
trip to Las Vegas and spent most of their retirement summers at Springvale Campground and winters in Mesa, Arizona.

After Mel passed away, Elaine spent the majority of her time with her family and her apartment family at Cottage Villas
of Arden Hills. She loved every minute of it!
During the past six months, her nine children visited daily, helping her with chores, cooking meals, playing games
(Farkel was her favorite) and talking about life. As Elaine’s health declined, she still lived in her apartment and received
24 hour care from her children and grandchildren, cherishing each day with love, grace and dignity. Her loving, caring
spirit shone brightly on everyone she met!
Elaine is the mother of Jerry Ruhland and Jane Creger.
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Mary Ann Wawack

April 15, 1944—August 28, 2020

Mary Ann Wawack (Krois) was born April 15, 1944, to John and Hellen Krois. She had a
brother Mike. She was married to Edward Wawack May 18, 1962. She had two children,
John Wawack and Kim Hawkins. She was a mother, grandmother and great grandmother.
She was a beautician by trade and owned her own salon for many years in St. Paul. She
then took this career into the healthcare industry, managing and working a salon for the
elderly at Marion Center in St Paul.
Her passion in helping and making people feel better about themselves was evident by her
big smile. She passed away peacefully from lung cancer on August 28, 2020. She will be
missed by her family and numerous friends.

Joanne ‘Pudge’ Blomgren

July 28, 1934—September 2, 2020

Our Mom was born July 28, 1934, in Saint Paul’s Frogtown area. She had a big, cheeky
smile that inspired her Dad to nickname her Pudge, a term of endearment she loved
and was known by her whole life. Like many who grew up during World War II, she
worked hard at an early age, helping at home, working at the neighborhood
grocery and then with the Minnesota Highway Department after graduating from
Wilson High School. She helped create the Office of State Aid as a secretary to the first
State Aid Engineer and then worked as an Executive Assistant to the Commissioner.
She married Ted Blomgren, a High School classmate, who was the love of her life! She
left the Highway Department to raise their children, Joanna, Ted and Patty. She was an awesome mom who made
stories magical and everyday feel like an adventure. She encouraged us to explore our world and have the courage to
try, even when things seemed difficult. The ever superb host for family celebrations, she made everyone feel special and
kept our extended family connected.
Our family moved to Roseville in 1976 and joined the Saint Odilia community as members of the church and school. Our

mom especially loved the excellent music program at Saint Odilia. It made the Mass feel like a celebration with the
beautiful, joyful music that everyone could sing along to.
Our Dad was diagnosed with acute myeloid leukemia in the fall of 1977 and would undergo a difficult, experimental
treatment. She immediately searched for a job and started back at the Department of Transportation to keep us all
protected. She walked to the hospital every lunch break and we all visited every night. Her compassion, strength and
resiliency during his treatment and courageous fight inspired us all and shaped our lives. She retired in 1996 after a
successful career to help care for grandchildren and enjoy her favorite hobby of gardening.
The community of Saint Odilia supported our family in many ways through the years and we thank you!
~Patty Bacigalupo, Ted Blomgren and Joanna Siebenaler
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Welcome New Parishioners!
September 2020 — November 2020

Dennis and Marianne Wendland
Jackson Thein Tun

Juan and Zuleyma Galvan
Viviana Galvan
Pablo Galvan
Andrea Galvan

Chad and Katy Cool
Grace Cool
Jack Cool
William Cool

Douglas and Juana Lopez
Emely Lopez
Giovanni Lopez

Andy and Megan Schmidt
Jacob Schmidt
Haley Schmidt

Oralia Vargas-Sanchez
Jemary Torres
Misael Vargas-Sanchez

Quentin and Caryl Zimmerman

Al Cirocco

Jason and Heidi Vanderbrink
Grace Vanderbrink

David Angeles-Trejo and Olga
Mendoza-Garcia
Miriam Angeles-Mendoza
Jesus Angeles-Mendoza
Yazmin Angeles-Mendoza

Adelmir and Maricela Alvarez
Maximiliano Alvarez
Avianna Alvarez

Dan and Andrea Pitzl
Connor Pitzl
Audrey Pitzl
Mike and Katie Doerer
Mark Doerer
Jack Doerer
Emma Doerer
Ricardo Luna Perez and Maria Del Pilar
Pineda Priego
Yahir Luna Pineda
Yandel Luna Pineda
Daniel Luna Pineda

YOU CAN HELP US TO REDUCE MAILING COSTS!
Each winter, we have many pieces of mail returned from the post office for individuals who were “temporarily away”. Each returned piece
of mail costs St. Odilia first class postage rates even if it is mailed as third class mail. If you have plans to be away for longer that one
week during the colder months in Minnesota, please take a few minutes to complete the form below and drop it into the collection basket
or mail it to:
St. Odilia Parish Center Office
3495 N. Victoria St.
Shoreview, MN 55126
***Or you can e-mail this information to: bulletin@stodilia.org***

DO YOU HAVE PLANS TO BE AWAY???
Please select one option and provide your name and address information:
A) Please do not forward my mail ___________
Date leaving Minnesota: ___________ Date back in Minnesota: ___________

B) Please forward my mail ___________
Date leaving Minnesota: ___________ Date back in Minnesota: ___________
Name:___________________________________ Env. #________
Current Address: ________________________________________
City, State, Zip: _________________________________________
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Are You Moving?
If you are moving we would like to know so we can keep our records current and our postage costs down.
Please fill out the form below and return it by dropping it into the collection basket at any Mass, or by
mailing it to: St. Odilia Parish Center Office, 3495 N. Victoria, Shoreview, MN 55126
Name: _______________________________________________________ Env. #: _______________
Old Address: __________________________________ City, State, Zip: ________________________
New Address: _________________________________ City, State, Zip: ________________________
Email Address: __________________________________________
New Phone (Include area code): _________________ Effective Date: ________________________
I/We will be staying in the parish:

Y ______ N ________

Newsletter Team:

Corporate Board Members:

Amy Etten, Mary Holmes and staff
consultants.

Most Rev. Bernard A. Hebda, Archbishop
Very Rev. Charles Lachowitzer, Vicar General
Rev. Phillip Rask, Vice President
Greg Gerlach, Trustee Treasurer
Mary Nussbaum, Trustee Secretary

The St. Odilia Messenger is a publication of the Catholic Community of St.
Odilia, 3495 North Victoria, Shoreview,
Minnesota, 55126. Each issue is distributed to registered parishioners.
To receive a copy, register by calling
651-484-6681.

651-291-4400
651-291-4430
651-484-6681

St. Odilia Parish Phone Numbers:
Parish Office
Parish Office Fax
School Office
Faith Formation Office
Faith Formation/Latino Ministry Fax

651-484-6681
651-484-0780
651-484-3364
651-415-3329
651-415-3321

The NEXT Newsletter Deadline: Please submit articles for the SPRING issue of The Messenger
by Wednesday, February 10, 2021. They may be sent by email to messenger@stodilia.org or dropped at
the parish office. Electronic submissions are appreciated. Pictures (jpg files) are welcome but please
describe each photo with caption text if possible.

VISION AND MISSION
VISION
To joyfully live the Gospel by knowing, loving, and serving God and one another.
MISSION
We are a Catholic community of faith that welcomes every person to grow in holiness and draw
closer to Jesus Christ through…
 Worship and Evangelization
 Faith Formation and Education
 Works of Charity and Justice
… every day and at every stage of life.
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In an effort to maintain a safe distance,
we encourage you to sign up for Mass.
Please see the website or call
the reservation line at 651-415-3367.
Thursday, December 24
4:00 p.m. ~ church
4:00 p.m. ~ gym
6:00 p.m. ~ church, Spanish
6:00 p.m. ~ gym, English
11:00 p.m. ~church
Friday, December 25
9:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
1:00 pm Spanish

Feast of Mary, Mother of God Masses
Thursday, December 31 5:30 p.m.
Friday, January 1 9:00 a.m., 1:00 p.m. in Spanish

