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from our pastor

Fr. Rask

A year ago in the middle of March, something extraordinary happened: the Archbishop
dispensed the faithful of the Archdiocese from the obligation to attend Mass on Sundays and holy
days of obligation. The changes the pandemic would make to our lives had begun. On the third
Sunday of Lent last year, we held all the scheduled Masses here at St. Odilia, even though that
dispensation was in effect. Only about one-third of those normally present were here. Then the
unthinkable happened. On the fourth Sunday of Lent, the Archbishop suspended all public Masses in the Archdiocese.
Here at St. Odilia we cancelled our six public Sunday Masses and had only two private ones, one in English one in
Spanish. We observed the rest of Lent that way, including Holy Week and Easter. We turned to technology and began
to “live-stream” Masses. We built a “media center” and bought cameras. Now the process of using technology to
gather the parish in worship has become normal, not just for Sunday Masses, but for every weekday Mass and for
weddings and funerals. Who knew that “zoom” would become part of our vocabulary for meetings, for school
“distance learning,” for family holiday meals, for “happy hours,” and the like. Within a matter of days we were asked
to distance ourselves from our colleagues, our friends, and our neighbors, to avoid places we normally went. Now
“social distancing” has become part of our vocabulary. We had to start wearing masks as we tried to protect one
another. Worst of all, those dying from the infection were isolated from family and friends and died alone. As I write
this, we’ve closed in on a stunning statistic: 500,000 of our friends and neighbors have died.
Now a year later we have just celebrated the Fourth Sunday of Lent, Laetare Sunday, “Rejoice” Sunday. Are there any
reasons to rejoice? Indeed there are! Restrictions have been lifted somewhat. Now as many as 250 parishioners may
attend Mass (properly masked and distanced, of course, and no enthusiastic singing, just humming; no gathering after
Mass). The miracle of modern science and medicine have produced a vaccine that promises to end the pandemic in
time. The death rate has dropped dramatically (for the moment), as has the rate of those needing to be
hospitalized. Children are back in school, restaurants are reopening. The end may be insight! Perhaps there is reason
to rejoice this Sunday.
More than one preacher has noted that it feels like we’ve been living Lent for a year already. The first Sunday of Lent
sets the theme of the season: Jesus is led into the desert, there to be taught by the Father about his identity and
mission. The essence of a desert is not heat, but isolation and deprivation. That’s exactly what the traditional Lenten
practices – prayer, fasting, and almsgiving, designed to make Lent for us: a desert. In the desert, even those not of our
own making, God can teach us about our identity and our mission. Throughout our lives, God is constantly stripping
away from us those things in which we think we have lasting life and security, directing our attention away from what
is transitory and illusory, and focusing our attention on what is enduring and eternal. The restrictions of the pandemic
have made clear to us in an unmistakable way just what it is we really need and what we can do without. School-age
students have come to realize just how important their classmates are for their education and for their well-being.
All of us have come to realize how often we take others for granted, not only family members, but first responders,
nurses, doctors, hospital employees, medical researchers and scientists, grocery store workers and support people of
all kinds. We have come to appreciate how dependent we are on so many others for our well-being at all times, even
when we feel independent and self-sufficient.
The Lenten season and this pandemic reminds us of the community of faith of which we are all members and that we
are dependent on them for our salvation. The prayer on the fourth Sunday of Lent said over those preparing for
baptism reads: “Father of mercy, you led the man born blind to the kingdom of light through the gift of faith in your
son. Free these elect from the false values that surround and blind them. Set them firmly in your truth, children of
the light forever.” That’s what’s been happening to us over the course of the past year, and what is supposed to
happen to us during this Lenten season. This is our prayer: Set us firmly in your truth, children of the light.

In Christ,
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Discernment of Parish Leadership
Editor’s Note: As of the printing of the Spring Messenger, we are hopeful that we will be able to return to our ‘normal’
schedule and process for our parish leadership councils when we begin a new council year in July 2021. The information
presented below describes our in-person meeting schedule which begins with all councils gathering together for a time of
prayer and a shared meal and may be subject to revision depending on pandemic conditions.

During this season of Lent, we are asking the question “How can we participate as active members in our parish
community?” How can we invite and call others to join in the work of our parish ministries? Through your work in our
parish ministries, you have responded to your baptismal call to be an active member of your Christian community –
we invite you to take the next step to share your gifts of vision and leadership with our parish community by prayerfully
considering a role on one of our nine (9) Ministry Area Councils.
St. Odilia is blessed with many parishioners willing to share their diverse gifts as members of our Ministry Area Councils.
Looking to Christ, the ultimate Servant, we are both challenged and humbled at his call to be of service in response to the
gifts that we have been given. Participation in the leadership structure of our parish with 90+ others is at once an
inspiration and a blessing.
Each MAC is responsible for defining the vision of the parish ministry represented by the council. A representative from
each of the Ministry Area Councils (MAC) is selected to serve on the Parish Leadership Council (PLC). The PLC provides
leadership and vision for the parish and serves
as the architect and steward of the parish
mission. Members work closely with the staff
and councils to develop, implement and achieve
the parish mission.


At the heart of the structure is the process
of collaboration between and among the
Ministry Area Councils and the PLC. This
process is supported by the design and
intentionality of the monthly meeting
format that incorporates both prayer and
the sharing of a simple meal prior to the
council meetings.



An important part of the structure is the
calling forth of new leaders to serve on the
councils. The intent is to encourage and
welcome new participation through a
process of nomination and discernment.

Nomination and Discernment Process
Our leadership structure enables over 90 people to be in leadership positions at any given time. The mechanism of term
limits has about one-third turnover each year. With this planned rotation of council members, there are typically
30 positions open each year. In gratitude for the gifts you have been given, consider servant leadership as a St. Odilia
council member.
Approximately 30 parishioners are needed to fill the open membership positions on the Ministry Area Councils and the
Parish Leadership Council (PLC) at-large member. The process for nomination and discernment involves four steps:
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Nomination—“The Calling Forth of Gifts”
You are invited to submit names of parishioners, including yourself, whom you feel would serve our community
as a council member. Extra nomination forms are available in the parish office or church foyer or on our website
at www.stodilia.org.



Informational Sessions
An Information Meeting about the Councils is scheduled for Sunday April 25, 2021, at 10:15 a.m. in the Parish
Conference Room. At that time, more specific details about the councils, member job descriptions, training, etc.
will be provided.



Personal Prayer
Becoming involved in a leadership position calls for spiritual discernment, a process which requires quiet
personal reflection. Allow yourself opportunities to prayerfully reflect on your personal gifts and how the Spirit
of God is calling you to use those gifts. All parishioners are invited to pray for those who will participate in the
Evening of Discernment on May 18, 2021.



Discernment Evening
Those parishioners who have been nominated and who are willing to serve are invited to participate in our
Evening of Discernment on May 18, 2021 which begins with a shared meal in the Courtyard at 6:00 p.m.
A general gathering for prayer in church will follow at 6:30pm. Nominees will then be sent forth to the council
meeting rooms for discussion and discernment with the ministry area council members.

Would you like to learn more?

Information Session - Sunday, April 25, 2021
10:15 – 10:45 a.m. in the Parish Conference Room
We will be hosting an Information Session on Sunday, April 25, 2021 from 10:15 – 10:45 in the parish conference room.
You are invited to stop by to learn more about each council and the impact that you can have in our community as a
council member.
If you would like to nominate yourself or another parishioner for a role in parish leadership, please complete the form
below and return it to the parish office.

St. Odilia Parish—Servant Leadership
Declaration of Interest/Nomination Form
Parishioner Name: ______________________________________________________________________

Phone Number:

_____________________________________

Email: ____________________________

Area of Interest: (please indicate your primary area of interest)
____Facilities Council

____Hispanic Leadership Circle

____Social Justice Council

____Faith Formation Council

____Pastoral Care Council

____Stewardship Council

____Finance Council

____School Advisory Council

____Worship/Community Life Council

Nominated by:__________________________________________ Email: ______________________________
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Stewardship of Lent
As we enter the Lenten Season, a time traditionally observed through prayer,
fasting and almsgiving, we share some history and background on the origins of the
Nicene Creed, a prayer that we recite together at Mass.

Reflections on the Nicene Creed
By John Jacobs, Stewardship Council Member

Nicene Creed

I first learned about the Nicene Creed about twenty years ago, when I converted to I believe in one God,
Catholicism. I noticed that the Apostles Creed is very similar to the Nicene Creed the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
and that both creeds are recited in various church settings. Our profession of faith
of all things visible and invisible.
at St. Odilia during the season of Lent is made using the Apostles Creed, and we
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
return to the Nicene Creed on the second Sunday after Easter. I would like to share the Only Begotten Son of God,
what I have recently learned about the origin of the Nicene Creed.
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
In 312 AD, Constantine became the emperor of Rome and a year later Christianity
True God from true God,
was legalized in the Edict of Milan. In 325 AD, a council of 318 bishops convened begotten, not made,
at Nicaea to address disagreements about the Christian Faith. It was at this consubstantial with the Father;
council, the largest Church gathering held up to this point, that the Nicene Creed through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
was originally formulated.
he came down from heaven,
Even after the council of 325 AD, disagreements about the Faith still persisted. and by the Holy Spirit
One in particular started with the priest Arius from Alexandria. The basic premise was incarnate of the Virgin Mary
of his idea was that the Son was created and was not coeternal with the Father. and became man.
For our sake he was crucified
In addition to Arius, this idea known as Arainism, was promoted by the bishop
under Pontius Pilate,
Eusobius of Nicomedia. They were persistent and effective in promoting this idea he suffered death and was buried,
and Ariansism became widespread and persistent in the fourth century. It took and rose again on the third day
many people, Including the Cappadocian Fathers (Basil the Great, Gregory of in accordance with the scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
Nyssa, and Gregory of Nazianzus), Ambrose of Milan, and Athanasius of
and is seated at the right hand of
Alexandria to quell this line of thought, primarily through their writings. At times, the Father.
it actually went beyond words. Athanasius was exiled many times, survived an He will come again in glory
assassination attempt or two, and was framed for murder (it didn’t work… to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.
he found the “murdered man” and brought him to his trial). In the end these
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
doctors of the church, and others like them, eventually prevailed. It was deemed the Lord, the giver of life,
that the Nicene Creed should be clarified even further. This was done at the who proceeds from the Father,
Council of Constantinople in 381 AD. The creed accepted at this council is what who with the Father and the Son
is adored and glorified,
we know as the Nicene Creed today.
who has spoken through the
Jumping ahead about two thousand years, the Nicene Creed is now accepted by prophets.
the Roman Catholic, Eastern Orthodox, Anglican, and major Protestant churches. I believe in one, holy, catholic
The Vatican website states, “The Creed draws its great authority from the fact
that it stems from the first two ecumenical Councils (in 325 and 381). This creed
remains common to all the great Churches of both East and West to this day.”
Given all this, I now have a new appreciation for the Nicene Creed and the great
sacrifices made by so many to ensure that we have such a clear statement of our
Faith.
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and apostolic Church.
I confess one Baptism for the
forgiveness of sins
and I look forward to the
resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

Leaving a Legacy
by Ramona Michaels, Development Coordinator
Donald Wetherby was a committed parishioner of the St. Odilia
community. After building a home in Shoreview in 1979, Don
and his second wife, Clare, joined the parish in the mid-80s and
became regulars at the early Sunday morning Mass. His children
shared that he particularly enjoyed attending the annual Fall
Festival and participated in worship services faithfully (the
Saturday 5:00 Mass in his later years) until he passed away in
December of 2020 at the age of 102. At the time, he was St.
Odilia’s oldest parishioner.

The first time I met Don was in 2016 when he came to the parish
office to make a Capital Campaign contribution for the building
expansion project. Don wanted to straighten something out –

Donald Wetherby receives his Endowment Plaque
upon becoming a Benefactor in 2006.
L to R: Roger Toogood, Donald W. Wetherby, Donald J.
Wetherby (son) and and Fr. Doug Pierce.

he didn’t want to make a three year commitment to the campaign (we provided the option to spread out pledge
payments over three years). Don said, “I’m 97 years old - I can’t make a three year commitment! I want to make my
contribution now.” It was important to him to make this contribution in-person. He made it clear that he wanted to
financially support this project because it was important to help the Catholic Community of St. Odilia for generations to
come. As a benefactor of the St. Odilia Endowment Fund since 2006, Donald believed that his contributions were a way
to have a lasting impact on the church that was a central part of his life. He designated his contributions be made to
the undesignated sub-fund which would support projects where the needs of the parish were greatest. Per his wishes,
funeral memorials were directed to the St. Odilia Endowment Fund. Even after his death Donald continues to give back
to the church he loved.
For information on how to contribute to St. Odilia in a way that is meaningful to you, please call 651-415-3350 or email
endowmentfund@stodilia.org

Your Family’s Legacy Starts with a Simple Conversation
What do you want your family’s legacy to be?
If you struggle to answer that question, consider this one: What do you want to pass on to your children when you
yourself pass on? You might think of gifting your children an inheritance of money to provide financial support. Or
perhaps, you picture an heirloom that has been in the family for generations. You might even be thinking of what could
have an impact beyond your immediate family: your faith and values.

How to talk about your faith and values
Having a conversation about your faith and values doesn’t have to be a big deal. It doesn’t have to be tense or
contentious. Start at the dinner table by asking your children how they would like your family to be remembered –
kind, compassionate, intelligent, ambitious, generous? If they had $1,000,000 to give away, what organizations would
they support? As you listen to their answers, you’ll likely find similarities and common ground.

Practice what you preach
A beautiful way you can express your faith and values as a family is through generosity. Once you’ve identified as a
family how you’d like to be remembered, which charities you love, and whom you hope to honor, put your money where
your heart is! By giving together, you’ll not only make a difference for your selected nonprofits, you’ll make a lasting
impression on your children too.
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Turn Your Generosity into Lifetime Income
A forever gift with income today
Choosing to make a legacy gift to financially support the Catholic Community of St. Odilia doesn’t have to mean
choosing between your philanthropic goals and financial security. One opportunity to support St. Odilia while receiving
fixed payments for life is a charitable gift annuity (CGA). St. Odilia partners with the Catholic Community Foundation of
Minnesota (CCF) to offer this charitable vehicle.
How Do CGAs Work?
A CGA is a contract between you and a qualified charity, in this case CCF. You make an irrevocable gift of cash or
securities to the charity, and in return, the charity makes regular fixed payments to you for the rest of your life. At CCF,
the minimum gift is $10,000. The rate of payment is based on the size of the gift, your age, and when you want to begin
receiving payments. At the time the gift is made and the contract created, you select the charitable beneficiary of the gift

(e.g: St. Odilia Endowment Fund or Church of St. Odilia). Your charitable beneficiary will be named in your agreement and
cannot be changed after the agreement is signed. Upon your passing, your named beneficiary will receive the remainder
of the balance. Because you removed an asset from your estate to establish the annuity, you will likely reduce your
estate tax liability. Plus, you can feel at peace knowing your gift will provide St. Odilia with perpetual support.
The older you are — or the later in life you start taking the income — the higher the annuity rate. For example, a 65-yearold could see an annual rate of 4.20%, while a 75-year-old may get 5.40%.
Your Giving Yields More than Income
Besides receiving income, you’ll see tax benefits from your gift. At the time of your gift, you’ll receive a partial charitable
deduction. And, for a period of time — variable upon your age — a portion of your income will be tax free. The chart
below compares the investment impact of a CD or a CGA:

Certificate of Deposit (CD)

Charitable Gift Annuity (CGA)

65-year-old

65-year-old

$10,000 CD

$10,000 CGA

1.25% interest rate

4.20% annuity rate
~$3,013 charitable deduction

5 years later…

5 years later…

$625 earned (without compounding)

$2,100 in payments (without a change to the principal)

Upon death…

Upon death…

The value is distributed to the
named beneficiary.

Beneficiary receives remainder of the gift annuity.

The information provided above by the Catholic Community of St. Odilia is general and educational in nature, and its staff do not
provide individualized legal or tax advice. We recommend you consult with your attorney or tax professional regarding your unique
personal situation.

Next Steps
 To learn more about how your charitable giving can support St. Odilia and to name St. Odilia as your charitable
beneficiary, contact Ramona Michaels at michaels@stodilia.org or call 651-415-3350.
 Seek the advice of your financial or legal advisor.
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Parish Administrator Transition
Dear St. Odilia Community,
It is with both a sense of sadness and also a sense of excitement that I communicate yet another
step in our journey together at St. Odilia. I will be leaving my role as parish administrator at the end
of March to join the Catholic Community Foundation (CCF) in the role of Director of Institutional
Stewardship & Engagement.
I have been privileged to serve our parish community under Fr. Rask’s leadership. Our parish
community is a very special place, with staff, volunteer leadership and parishioners dedicated to our parish mission of
welcoming others as they draw closer to Jesus Christ through worship and evangelization, faith formation and education,
and works of charity and justice. Our ministry teams, together, as staff and volunteers, have continued to do amazing
work over the course of 60 years as a parish community and have done so through many changes and transitions.
Fr. Rask has asked Vicky Cherne, PLC-At-Large Representative, to establish and chair a committee that has begun its work
to review the credentials of potential candidates and has begun the interview process. The search committee is
comprised of staff and volunteers, who bring their own unique experience to the process. Our parish is held in high
regard with the Archdiocese and I am confident that the search committee will find an ideal candidate.
I will continue to partner with St. Odilia in my new role at CCF through its mission to support financially the spiritual,
educational and social needs of our Catholic community. I carry with me the wise words of Sharon Hicks, long time
parishioner and founding member of the St. Odilia Endowment Fund, as she shared that St. Odilia is successful “because
community members share a genuine passion for their faith and their parish. We want to ensure that this faith
community we know and love will continue to thrive long into the future so that others who follow in our footsteps will be
nurtured and blessed as we have been.” I am looking forward to sharing the success of St. Odilia with other parishes in
my new role and I remain committed to assist as needed with the transition for your new parish administrator.
Please know of my continued prayers for our parish community and please keep me in your prayers as I take the next
steps in my journey. St. Odilia, Pray for us.

With gratitude, Jeanne Schaaf

Pastor Transition
Question: What is the role of the St. Odilia Pastor Transition Team?
Answer: The St. Odilia Pastor Transition Committee does not recruit, interview or select our next Pastor. That is done
by the Archdiocesan Comprehensive Assignment Board. Ultimately, it is the role of the Archbishop to appoint the new
Pastor. Our Pastor Transition Committee communicates with the Archdiocese about the strengths and opportunities of
our Parish, supports Fr. Rask as he moves into retirement and welcomes the new Pastor.
Question: Who will select our new pastor?
Answer: The Archdiocese has a Comprehensive Assignment Board (CAB) which gathers information about our parish and
gains insight into priest(s) who may be the best fit for St. Odilia. Interested priests may request information about our parish and may visit St. Odilia to observe our liturgies and ministries. The CAB considers all candidates who apply for the position of pastor and makes a recommendation to the Archbishop who ultimately will make the final decision as to who will
be our next Pastor.
Question: When will we know the next pastor for our parish?
Answer: There are a variety of factors including parishes like ours in line for a new pastor, assignments of newly
ordained priests and deacons, and re-assignments of other priests that impact the timing of this announcement.
Therefore, it could easily be May or even June before the Archdiocese’s Comprehensive Assignment Board (CAB) and
the Archbishop announce who will be the next pastor for St. Odilia. Whenever the time comes, we will share the news of
our new pastor as soon as we can with all parishioners.
Please feel free to share any questions, comments or insights with the Transition Committee at
2021transition@stodilia.org
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St. Odilia School and Preschool
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Camp Invention at St. Odilia
Camp Your Way – In Person or At Home
Want to sign up and save today, but not sure if you’ll want an in-person or at-home experience this summer?
No worries – with our new PEACE OF MIND PROMISE, you can sign up and SAVE today and finalize your
experience format six weeks before your camp date!
Register at INVENT.ORG/CAMP or 1-800-968-4332
Grades: Kindergarten – 6th grade
Location: St. Odilia School
Dates: June 28 – July 2, 2021
Time: 9:00 am – 3:00 pm
Cost: $240 (before discount). Save $40 with promo code RECHARGE40 (expires 3/31).
Camp Director: Kay Hannon hannon@stodilia.org | 651-415-303
Camp Invention is brought you by St. Odilia School. Before/after care is available for a fee,
Contact Kay Hannon for more information.

2019 Camp Invention Photos!
(2020 Camp Invention was virtual)
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St. Odilia School and Preschool
Mark your calendars!
St. Odilia School will be participating in the
Slice of Shoreview Days Parade on
Saturday, July 24.
All school families are welcome to show their
school spirit and march down
Victoria Street from County Road D to
Island Lake Park.
Watch the weekly e-handouts and school
website for more information.

Bloom!

Coming Summer 2021.
Stay tuned for more details.
www.bloom-gala.com
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Faith Formation
RCIA / RCIC Rite of Sending and Rite of Election Adjusted for Covid
Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults / Rite of Christian Initiation for Children
Adults preparing to be baptized (catechumens) and preparing to come into full communion with the Church celebrating
Confirmation and Eucharist (candidates) celebrated the Rite of Sending at our parish at the 11:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m.
Mass on Sunday, February 21. The Rite of Sending offers the parish community an opportunity to acknowledge the spiritual progress the catechumens and candidates have made, express approval of their election or recognition, and send
them forth to our Bishop with assurance of the parish’s care and support.
Typically, the Rite of Election follows later on the same day, but this year due to Covid, the group was presented on
Saturday, February 20 at 1:30 p.m. at the Cathedral (pictured below). This is the first year our Latino RICA class

participated in the Rites. Please keep all in your prayers. For more information regarding RCIA or RCIC, contact Jill Fink,
Director of Discipleship and Formation, at jill.fink@stodilia.org or 651-415-3331.

Presentation of R.C.I.C. candidate H. Kauls
with her sponsor, Morgan Pietruszewski and parents,
Mike and Katy Kauls at the Cathedral of
St. Paul, 2/20/21.
Pictured above, top right: R.C.I.A. candidate Bill
Mahoney and his sponsor Matt Donohoo.
Pictured bottom right: R.C.I.A. candidate Josh Spike
and his sponsor Amber Krause.
12

Faith Formation
RCIA Rite of Welcoming & Acceptance –
Inaugural Year for Latino RICA Class
Our Latino RICA class celebrated for the first time at St. Odilia the Rite of Welcome and Acceptance on Sunday, January
24 at the 1:00 p.m. Mass. At this Rite, the catechumens (unbaptized) and candidates (baptized seeking full communion)
publicly declared their intention to continue their journey toward celebrating the sacraments in the Easter season.
During the Rite, they were asked if they were
ready to listen to the apostles’ instruction,
gather with the worshipping community in
prayer, and join this community in the love
and service of others. They were signed with

the cross to show that they belong to Christ.
Members of the parish community affirmed
that they were ready to help and support the
RCIA participants seeking to follow Christ by
prayer and example. The RCIA class that
meets on Wednesday evening celebrated the
Rite on November 22 at the 9:00 a.m. Mass.

Life in the Spirit Seminar paused for this year, but work of the Spirit continues.
The Life in the Spirit Prayer Group has decided NOT to host the Life in the
Spirit Seminar this spring. We will offer it again, when it is safe to meet
in small groups, less than six ft. apart. In the meantime, know that the
Holy Spirit is working powerfully through the Archdiocese of St. Paul &
Minneapolis. Archbishop Hebda announced the Synod plans at the
annual gathering of Catholic charismatics. The seminary has new
guidelines after the sexual abuse scandal. We continue to pray for
healing for the victims. Jeff Cavins’ School of Discipleship & the
long-time mission in Venezuela, Jesucrisro Resucitado, continue. Godtown is in Frogtown blocks from where St. Odilia
parishioners used to work at the food shelf. John Tolo, a Catholic, witnesses about God to residents as they use the

community gardens, etc. This mission is helping to break the cycle of poverty & racism. Miracles still occur in our time.
We prayed for the hiring of the new Formation leaders, and we have a dynamic team. We pray for Fr. Rask as he retires
and for the new priest. We pray for Jeanne Schaaf as she begins her new job and for our new parish administrator. We
know God is good & faithful. If you want more information about the Holy Spirit: www.ccro-msp.org (local events),
www.thearkandthedoveworldwide.org, www.archspm.org/synod.
We continue to pray for our parishioners especially for physical & mental health, as well as family relationships as we
navigate this pandemic.
You are a child of God, and God loves YOU! Accept these words in your heart this Lent, as you explore what God is
calling you to. God is awesome. Ps. 47:2. Come Holy Spirit and enlighten our prayer life.
If you want more information you can contact Mary Lou Mohn at mleg20@juno.com.
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Our Lady of Guadalupe Rosary Novena
By Fr. Tim Tran
I still remember as a young boy running to my mom whenever I
was afraid during a thunderstorm or after I had a bad day at
school. It seems instinctual for children to run to their parents if
they’ve had even the slightest fall or a little bruise on the playground. All of us are called to be like children. Our Lord mentioned, “Unless you turn and become like children, you will not
enter the Kingdom of Heaven” (Mt 18:3). Perhaps this is because
child-like dependency is an integral aspect of our Christian faith
since every good gift comes from our Heavenly Father (Jas 1:17)

and the perfect gift is one that is unmerited and completely received. All of us are also called to take Mary as our Blessed
Mother just as St. John obeyed Christ’s last words from the
Cross and took her into his heart (Jn 19:27). The fact that this took place upon Calvary where Jesus endured His suffering
and passion for our salvation gives us much comfort. Even from within our trials we have a maternal heavenly
intercessor who accompanies us and leads us closer to her Son.
The pandemic brought many challenges and caused us to think outside the box when it came to longstanding traditions
and the way we worship. Our Latino brothers and sisters from our Spanish speaking community did not let the
circumstances of COVID affect their devotion to Mother Mary. Because of the restrictions, protocols, and the Advent
“pause” called for by the Archbishop, rather than gathering in people’s homes to pray a rosary novena leading up to the
grand celebration on December 12 like last year, we pivoted to the virtual realm. Through the dedication of committed
volunteers we were able to organize and livestream each night for the Novena in the Church. The hour began with the
rosary followed by the Gospel of the day and a short reflection and
concluded with the Novena prayer, all the while interspersed with
traditional Marian songs. While lamenting that the novena was
limited to the group of volunteers, the opportunity to serve the
wider community via livestream touched us all. A couple days were
celebrated bilingually so that the entire parish could participate.
Some even shared the event with their family members down in
Mexico to pray and ask for the intercession of Our Lady!
That Saturday, December 12, the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe,
was my unforgettable first experience. Amid the “Cross” of our
pandemic, we as children gathered beneath the mantle of our
Blessed Mother. The decorated altar beneath her miraculous image
in our sanctuary reminded me that whatever storms we may have to
weather or the various troubles weighing on our hearts, we can
always turn to Mary to comfort us in our sorrows and to give us that
hope and joy found only in the victory of her Son’s death and resurrection. Our Lady of Guadalupe, Mother of the Americas, Pray for us.
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Faith Formation
Extreme Faith Camp in Collaboration with
Catholic Youth Summer Camp | June 21-June 25, 2021
You may or may not have heard of Extreme Faith Camp
before, but hopefully after this summer you will be well
acquainted with it! What is this camp? Extreme Faith Camp is
the premier middle school adventure camp packed with
incredible activities including high ropes, paintball, blobbing,
zip lines, a climbing wall, and more! Not only is it jam packed
with high energy fun, but it also integrates faith experiences
that build a lifelong foundation of faith. This camp has been

such a success with young people in our Diocese that we have
entered into collaboration with Catholic Youth Summer Camp
to be able to host more young people with even better resources.
Youth participate with their parishes and this year St. Odilia has been able to lock down a parish slot for our young
people. High school students can sign up to be part of the “Extreme Team” as peer ministers, and adult leaders from
the parish are encouraged to participate in the adventure!
St. Odilia will be going to Extreme Faith camp June 21-25, 2021, and the camp will be located at Trout Lake near
Brainerd, Minnesota. Now you may be thinking, “Can a camp function safely under the current COVID pandemic?”
The camp has been offering programming since July and their restrictions and protocols have ensured the safety of
over 2000 kids with zero cases of COVID associated with their camp. Impressive right!?
This camp seeks to awaken, empower, and equip a generation to live the adventure of the Catholic faith and we really
hope that your middle school or high school student can join St. Odilia for this life changing camp!
For more information visit: cysc.com/extremefaith
How to Register:
1. Go to cysc.com/extremefaith and click "Register"
2. Create an account and add participant(s)
3. Select a person and click “Register”
4. Scroll down the list of available sessions until you see “Extreme Faith Camp Week 2”
5. Proceed through the steps of making a reservation until you come to your cart
6. If you are making additional reservations, you may add them before proceeding.
7. Select a payment plan and complete your reservation!

First Reconciliation / Upcoming Sacraments
The sacrament of first reconciliation took place at St. Odilia on two Sundays in February:
14 and 28. There were approximately 148 young people who received this sacrament for
the first time. Please hold them in your prayers as they experience the healing and
merciful love of God in a new and uniquely profound way.
The sacrament of First Holy Communion is scheduled for the weekends of April 17 & 24.
Please pray for the first communicants, along with their families and catechists as they
finish their preparations.
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Faith Formation
Sacramental Boxes
This year our Confirmation students worked on a new project
called Sacramental Boxes. Sacramentals are blessed physical
items such as crosses, rosaries, or medals which are meant to
remind us of spiritual realities and it is always good to keep
these things in a place of respect and reverence.
At the beginning of the year each student received a wooden
box to hold his/her sacramentals and throughout the year we
slowly added different aspects to the box to learn new things
about our faith and make the box more ornate. First we had
the students paint the box gold and trace an icon over the top
of the box.
In iconography gold is meant to remind the viewer that we are made for
heaven, eternal happiness, and that we are made to be in God’s presence
forever. This is why we painted the whole exterior of the box gold. Having
the kids trance an icon is meant to remind us that art and creation do not
happen randomly, but that there is an artist or a creator. This is meant to
remind us that we have a Creator who designed us and the planet around
us, and that everything around us didn’t happen by chance but rather by
intelligent design. Lastly, in December we had the students create a manger
scene on the interior of the box. This included three wooden figures which
they painted to look like Mary, Joseph and baby Jesus and a landscape of
Bethlehem. Faith Formation staff voted on the top two sacramental boxes
and above and to the right you can see the winners. This was such a fun
project for our Candidates and we hope you can enjoy seeing their
works of art!

Julia M - Icon
Alexa - Manger Scene

January Parent Program – Dr. Jules Nolan
On January 17, 2021, we had our very first livestream virtual conference given by Dr. Jules Nolan on Parenting in the
time of COVID: How to protect mental health during times of stress and uncertainty. This was livestreamed for all our
families at St. Odilia. (school families, Faith Formation families and parish families)
Dr. Nolan is a Licensed Psychologist. Her talk was very informative and relevant to our families here at St. Odilia. She
shared with our community about how to help our children to cope with stress due to COVID-19. She said that children
do well by building a structure, connecting with adults, and getting closer to a community or religious affiliation, are
some of the most important elements that help our children to feel better.
For more on this topic, please go to our Faith Formation YouTube Channel: St Odilia Faith Formation and look for the
video entitled, Parenting in Time of Covid by Dr. Jules Nolan.
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Faith Formation
Media Donation Advances Spread of Gospel
The word “pivoting” has certainly become a popular word this
past year and in the Faith Formation department it is lived each
week as we are adapting to finding new ways to reach our
distance learners through media. With the decision to offer two
modes of delivery of curriculum for our K-6 Family Faith and 7-8
Confirmation program to include the Virtual Learning Option,
the need to advance into the world of technology to assist our
families and reach our youth became paramount. The creation
of a studio room where coordinators can make video

instruction was constructed and elements to make this happen
were researched and obtained. We are very thankful for the
generosity of the Men’s Club in helping to fund the purchase of
a camera, projector, screen and photography umbrella. In
addition to weekly curriculum needs, other avenues of usage
including youth and young adult ministry offerings and Fr. Tim’s Spiritual Pilgrimage messages. We are fortunate to
have the support of the community to advance the message of faith during these times of pandemic pivoting.
Written by Jill Fink, Director of Discipleship and Formation.

Save the Date! Fall Festival 2021
Fall Festival #52! The weekend after Labor Day, September 11 and 12, is our traditional St. Odilia weekend for Fall
Festival. While it is too early to know if this will be an in-person gathering or virtual (as we did in 2020), the festival
leadership team has begun discussing our biggest fundraiser and social gathering of the year. Due to lots of creative
energy and out-of-the-box thinking, last year’s Fall Festival fund raising efforts were a huge success. Overwhelmingly
positive feedback supports the continuation of online auction bidding and live streaming the Back Yard Band in future
years. Volunteers appreciated the opportunity to once again deliver raffle packets, sharing greetings from the driveway.
Food donations from parishioners that were dropped off during our drive-by raffle pickup were greatly appreciated by
the Listening House in St. Paul. If it’s necessary to do a virtual festival again this year, perhaps Sweet Odilia cookies can
make a comeback via curbside pick-up. Maybe food trucks will be available before and after Mass. Just maybe we can
have an outdoor Mass on the soccer field with the festival choir inspiring us with their music. If we can engage in a face

to face festival, the second annual chili cook-off most likely will make a comeback! The possibilities are endless on how
we can continue to engage in creative community building. Are you interested in sharing your ideas related to or helping
us to expand the 52nd annual Fall Festival? If so, contact the
parish office (651-484-6681) and the staff will put you in touch
with a member of the festival leadership team. We are always
looking for new energy to join the team. And, we are a really
fun group who believes in the St. Odilia Community; so much
so we think its worth celebrating in whatever way we can!
Just a few of our Festival Crew: From L to R: Colleen Moore, Theresa
Kruse, Jessica Moore, Jerry Ruhland, Trish Brokman, Jeanne Winiecki
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Facilities — Mow Crew
Facilities Manager, Mark Kolasa, is grateful for the many volunteers who make up the ‘Mow Crew’ and maintain
St. Odilia grounds year after year.
Mark Bina has been a parishioner for nearly 20 years.
Twelve years ago he was asked by Ralph Keppers to join
the Mow Crew. A few years later, Mark Bina took on
the responsibility for organizing the Mow Crew.
In 2020, the Crew consisted of: Will Walz, Patrick
Sarafolean, Mark Reker, Tom McNamara, Tom
Laumann, Greg Lauer, Bernie Krenner, Dave Jungkunz,

Jim Hedeen, Paul Cristan, Russ Bertsch, Mark Bina
and Ralph Keppers. A new 2021 recruit is Joe Babbini.
Ralph Keppers, a charter member of St. Odilia, has
been on the Mow Crew since the church was built.
A few of the ‘Mow Crew’ volunteers.

Ralph retired from the Mow Crew at the age of 92,
saying “It was getting too hard for me to get up and

down.” Ralph was considered the master mechanic of the equipment. He had rebuilt one
of the riding lawnmower engines so many times that the lawnmower lasted two additional
lifetimes. Very rarely would equipment go into the shop for repair when Ralph was there,
thus providing additional significant savings to our parish. Ralph still consults if repairs or
work needs to be done.
Tom McNarmara was on the Mow Crew 25 years ago when his children were going to
school at St. Odilia. He stopped when his children were traveling for sports. Three years
ago, Mark asked him if he would be interested in coming back. Tom said, “I came back
because Mark asked me to.”

Ralph Keppers

Bernie Krenner has been on the Mow Crew for 37 years and said, “Until Mark Bina took over, no one really organized the
Crew. Prior to that, the responsibility fell to the church administrator or the facilities manager.” Bernie is now the Crew
“Rover”, available to help when and where needed.

Mark Bina sets up the schedule, communicates any
special instructions to the crews, fills up the gas cans
and also cuts grass. If a funeral or other event is
scheduled, he notifies the crew so the sound of grass
cutting does not interfere with the ceremony. Did
you know that the Crew always plans to cut late in
the week so the grounds look nice for the weekends?

Mark Kolasa, Facilities Manager

Mark Bina
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With two riding lawnmowers and a walk behind 21 inch lawnmower, numerous acres of grass are cut every week from

May through October. Each crew of two picks what day to cut and what time of day so the cutting fits in with their
personal schedules. Some volunteers are not retired so they may cut in the evenings. Some like to use the 21 inch
mower as they like to get the exercise. Some volunteers prefer the John Deere Tractor with the steering wheel, and
some like the Toro Zero Turn, with the two levers that are used for steering.
Oh, but there is more to the story than just grass cutting, trimming
and raking! With chainsaws in hand, Paul Cristan, Pat Sarafolean,
Greg Lauer and Mark Reker cut down 15 trees in 2020. Others from
the mow crew loaded the trees on their own trailers and hauled them
to the composting site. Over the past few years, numerous trees had
died and were cut down. More are planned for 2021. If St. Odilia had

to pay for tree cutting and removal at $400-$800 per tree, this crew
saved St. Odilia at least $6000 to $12,000 in 2020. Of course, trees
and bushes are routinely trimmed every year as needed.
This past year, the lawn had some issues and was in need of fixing.
One of the Crew, Dave Jungkunz and his wife Julie donated 15 yards
of black dirt to repair the low spots, bare spots and areas where more
black dirt was needed for grass to grow. With the help of others on
the Crew and their personal riding lawnmowers and trailers, the dirt
was distributed within a few hours. Dave said, “I was surprised we

L to R: Paul Cristan, Pat Sarafolean,
Greg Lauer and not pictured Mark Reker

used all the dirt and probably could use another 15 yards.”

Special techniques for cutting and trimming were developed around
the Prayer Garden, the columbariums, the cemetery footstones and
the soccer field. The soccer field requires the grass clippings to be collected and disposed of. All these areas require some extra special
care, in addition to the routine care that keeps all the grounds at St.
Odilia looking great. The result makes us proud to be parishioners.
According to Mark
Bina, “Everyone on
the Mow Crew works
hard, enjoys what
they are doing, and
we have been
fortunate not to have

Black dirt donated by parishioners Dave and
Julie Jungkunz helps to fill in the spots.

had any accidents!
More men and women volunteers are needed, and welcome!
Mike Gfrerer hitches a ride with
Russ Bertsch.

Free training provided!!” If interested in joining the Mow Crew, contact
Mark Bina at mbina32@gmail.com or 651-442-9888.
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Pastoral Care
MSP Airport, TSA Take Steps to Accommodate Travelers with Disabilities.
Travelers passing through Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport now have the option of wearing a lanyard with
sunflower logos to indicate to airport security and others that they have a “hidden disability” such as vision or hearing
impairment, dementia, autism, epilepsy or post-traumatic stress disorder. The Hidden Disabilities Sunflower was
developed by a company in the U.K. as a way for people with disabilities to discreetly indicate to others that they need
additional support or patience.
MSP is among seven other airports in the U.S. to join the global Hidden Disabilities Sunflower program, thanks in part to
the efforts of the Dementia-Friendly Airports Working Group. The Twin Cities-area group advocates for policies to make
air travel more accommodating for people with dementia and their caregivers.
“Wearing a hidden disabilities sunflower is a way for people with disabilities to keep their independence, and not a pass
to skip security lines,” said Sara Barsel, the group’s project leader. “If I have this symbol on, and you understand what the
symbol means, you may be a little bit more civil, gentle, patient,” she said.
The group also collaborated with the federal Transportation Security Administration to develop a list of best practices for
screening passengers with dementia. The recommendations were shared with TSA agents nationwide over two weeks in
October.
Noise and activity around airport security can cause increased anxiety for people living with dementia. The best practices
document advises TSA agents to give instructions in a calm manner using simple words and to avoid separating
individuals from their travel companions, among other recommendations.
There are no prerequisites or documentation required to wear a hidden disabilities sunflower lanyard, which are

available for free at MSP pre-security Travelers’ Assistance booths.
“Without revealing the nature of the disability, the sunflower lanyard is a simple way to signal to airport staff that
someone may need more help, more time or more patience through certain travel processes at the airport,” Phil Burke,
assistant director of customer experience for the Metropolitan Airports Commission, said in a news release.
"The Sunflower program is a wonderful addition to MSP’s already stellar lineup of programs that increase equitable
access to the airport for people with disabilities," according to committee chairman Andrew Palmberg. The list includes
communication assistance, relief areas for service animals and inclusive restroom design.
For more information on MSP accessibility services, visit www.mspairport.com/airport/accessibility.
(Information excerpted from RiverTowns.net article)

The Pastoral Care Information Booklet
The Pastoral Care Council has updated its Information Booklet and it is available on the
St. Odilia Website: www.stodilia.org under ‘Pastoral Ministry’.
The booklet gives an overview of each of the many pastoral care ministries in the parish.
It is a wonderful resource for anyone needing help from one of the ministries or anyone
looking for a volunteer opportunity.
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Impact of COVID-19 on Mental Health
By parishioner Sheba Fernandez, Licensed Psychologist
Mental health is a state of well-being, when we are aware of our strengths, abilities, and able to cope with ordinary
stressors, and maintain work and social connectedness. We are able to live life with ease and are reasonably happy. When
unexpected events change the course of life, our internal resources may not be easily available.
The year 2020 presented us with COVID 19 and racial / social unrest. Some have witnessed a family member dealing with
coronavirus, some have been furloughed or lost a job; some have been working from home while helping children with
distance learning, and all of us have been socially isolated. Uncertainty about the future, rumors and misinformation have
left us confused and fearful.
During such times it is not uncommon to experience stress, anxiety, fear, sadness, anger or loneliness. We may have

sleepless nights, decreased interest in activities, and decreased appetite and energy. For those who may already have been
experiencing depression or anxiety those symptoms are likely to increase.
Surveys show significant increase in the number of US adults who have reported symptoms of stress, anxiety and
depression during the pandemic. Use of alcohol or other drugs has increased. Mental health providers report an
increased need for services even when clinics are closed. Services are now provided through telehealth. For those who
may be experiencing difficulties or feeling depressed or anxious know that help is available.
Helpful Suggestions:
 Get enough sleep, maintain a regular sleep schedule.

Regular physical activities such as exercise, walking or yoga reduce anxiety and improve mood.

Maintain healthy eating habits, limit caffeine and junk food.
 Avoid tobacco, alcohol and other drugs.
 Take medications as prescribed
 Maintain a regular routine

Be mindful of screen time, turn off electronic devices 30 minutes before bedtime. Find time to relax,
listen to music or find an activity that works for you and practice regularly.
 Set aside time for activities that you enjoy.

Stay busy, find hobbies, consider taking up a new hobby or a class online.
 Focus on positive thoughts, recognize the positive aspect in personal life.

Stay connected to friends and family members.
 Support family member or friend
 Maintain religious practices.
Get Help When Necessary:
 Contact minister, spiritual leader or someone in faith community
 Access employee assistance program or primary care provider
Mental Health Services:
 Ramsey County 651-266-7900
 First call for help 651-291-0211
 Crisis connection 612-379-6363
 Mental health resources 651-659-2900
 HealthPartners Behavioral Health 952-967-7992
 Children’s Mental Health 1-800-528-4511
 Washburn Center for children 612-871-1454
 Bilingual: CLUES 651-379-4200/612-746-3500
 Hamm Clinic 651-224- 0614
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Drive—Through Ash Wednesday
On a cold and snowy Ash Wednesday, February 17, Deacon Jim and Georgie Saumweber, braved the elements and
distributed ashes to those who drove through the St. Odilia parking lot. It was a very successful day!
Using a Q-tip for every person, they blessed 260 people with ashes during the one-hour drive-through. Many
parishioners were grateful for the opportunity to remain in the safety of their car. In addition to ashes, donations
to the food shelf were collected and filled almost two large bins.
For those who were unable to attend Mass or the drive through of ashes, small white envelopes were assembled with
ashes and distributed to facilities earlier in the week. Others picked up packets at church or during the drive through.
In total, 241 white envelopes were distributed to those who were unable to attend Mass.
Thank you to the Worship team, the Pastoral Care Council and all those who helped to assemble and organize a very
successful, first time ever, drive-through distribution of ashes!
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LENT, HOLY WEEK and EASTER 2020 Worship Schedule
Stations of the Cross
Please join us in-person or via live stream
(Catholic Community of St. Odilia YouTube)
for Stations of the Cross every Friday during Lent:
Stations will be held in the church.
Friday, March 5
12 noon (English) and 7:00 p.m. (Spanish )
Friday, March 12
12 noon (English) and 7:00 p.m. (Spanish )
Friday, March 19
12 noon (English) and 7:00 p.m. (Spanish )

Holy Week and Easter Liturgy
Schedule
Please note: all Masses will be live streamed
except 7:30 a.m. Mass on Easter Sunday.
Palm Sunday, March 27/28 Masses
5:00 p.m. Saturday
9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m., 1:00 p.m. in Spanish
Holy Thursday, April 1
7:30 a.m. – Triduum Morning Prayer
7:30 p.m. – Bilingual Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper
Good Friday, April 2
7:30 a.m. – Triduum Morning Prayer
3:00 p.m. – Living Stations—prerecorded
6:00 p.m. Celebration of the Lord’s Passion (English)
8:00 p.m. Celebration of the Lord’s Passions (Spanish)
Holy Saturday, April 3
8:00 a.m. – Triduum Morning Prayer
7:30 p.m. – Bilingual Easter Vigil
Easter Sunday, April 4
7:30 a.m. – Mass
9:00 a.m. – Masses (church and gym)
11:00 a.m. – Mass (church)
1:00 p.m. Mass in Spanish (church)
Please note: We encourage you to make a reservation for
Mass as attendance is still limited. Please sign-up online by
going to the homepage of our website www.stodilia.org
or by calling the reservation line at 651-415-3367.
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Reconciliation
Communal Service with Private Confessions
Monday, March 22 – 7:00 p.m.
Private Confessions (no communal service)
All Saturdays at 9:00 a.m.
Saturday April 3 – 9:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m.

Fish Fry PickUp and Drive-Thru Stations of the Cross
Sponsored by St. Odilia Parent Action Association

The St. Odilia Parent Action
Association (PAA), along with
Stonehouse Catering, will be
hosting Drive Thru Stations of
the Cross with a Fish Fry Pick
Up on Friday, March 26
from 5:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Drive Thru Stations of the Cross
begins at 5:00 p.m. Please
enter at the North entrance off
Victoria Ave and follow traffic
directors from there. Stations
will be created with help from
students in grades 2-6, and will
be presented in both English
and Spanish. A prayer guide will
be available to download from
the school and parish website
before the event. Watch for information in the bulletin and e-newsletter.
The Fish Fry Pick Up will be PREORDER ONLY (link coming soon through e-news and on the website) with orders needing

to be submitted by WED, MARCH 24. Stonehouse Catering will be offering a fish dinner, gluten free cod, fish tacos, and
kids mac-n-cheese. Meals will be brought to your car from the school cafeteria, through door #9. If you are participating
in the Drive Thru Stations, you will be directed to that area to pick up your dinner. If you are not doing stations, please
enter the south parking lot through the south entrance off of Victoria and follow the road along the east side of the
church to the parking area by door #9.
Profits made from the Fish Fry will go toward our St. Odilia Knight's Athletics programs. Thank you for your support!!
Please contact PAA co-chairs with any additional questions.
Angie Donohoo & Kelli Schmitz, PAA@stodilia.org

Holy Thursday — Collection of Soap and Towels
As we continue with sometimes rapid changes at so many different levels, we wanted to update you regarding our
traditional Holy Thursday collection of soap and towels for a variety of service organizations. During the entire month of
March we will be collecting those same items - soap and towels - throughout the month in our Donation Bins just inside
the front doors of our church. As amounts of items are collected we will be distributing them to the different agencies
throughout the month of March. However we will still be collecting soap and towels at the Holy Thursday evening Mass
as usual. We plan to have a bin at the back of church for you to place your items in before Mass begins. This is what we
know at this time - Keep your eye on the most current bulletin for any changes to this. Anticipating your usual
generous response please receive this early THANK YOU for your generosity.
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St. Odilia Prayer Garden
Prayer Garden Recap 2020: Debt Free
When the St. Odilia Prayer Garden officially opened in November, 2014, after nearly seven years of planning, the financial
goal was always to be fiscally solvent and self-sustaining. Based on another good year of revenue, the Prayer Garden is
now free from the debt incurred with start-up costs, professional architectural and legal services, land development, the
planting of 72 trees, professionally designed and installation of three rain gardens, pavers at two entrances, flowers and
shrubs throughout, cement work, a plaza that holds our columbaria and paying the parish for the value of the land. To pay
for this project in just six years with the sales of earth burial
spaces and niches in three columbaria speaks to the high
level of interest in our Prayer Garden.

In addition, generous donors have paid for a memorial wall
where we remember those in our community who are interred elsewhere. And eleven families have donated funds
to pay for benches throughout the south side of our cemetery. The Blessed Virgin Mary statue was moved from the
Home of the Good Shepherd Sisters when they left the area
and a grotto with beautiful flowers and a trellis enhances that space. And of course, the dedicated staff and the many
volunteers who have done so much to develop and maintain the Prayer Garden play such vital roles in its maintenance
and beauty.
In 2020, five earth burial spaces and 27 niches were purchased yielding $73,700 in revenue. We move 20% of each sale

($14,740) to our Perpetual Care Fund. Currently that fund with growth is nearly at $163,000. Each year there is a potential
annual distribution from the St. Odilia Prayer Garden Perpetual Care Fund. The Fund’s purpose is to support the care and
maintenance of the cemetery. We have chosen to roll over the distribution annually. Distributions from this Fund will be
available in future years perhaps when volunteers are not able to maintain the Prayer Garden and caretakers are needed
to continue the beautiful upkeep of the space.
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Since 2014, 55 earth burial spaces (26 in the South section and 29 in the North section) have been purchased. We have
over 250 spaces still available.


273 niches have been sold:



120 niches in our first columbarium St. Francis, installed in October, 2014



128 niches in St. Clare, installed in February, 2015 (the curved wall on the east side of the Plaza)



25 niches St. Monica, installed in July, 2019 (the curved wall on the west side of the Plaza)
($687,875 total sales from earth burial spaces and niches 2014-2020)

There are 167 niches still available (32 in St. Clare and 135 in St. Monica). And not to worry …
we have plenty of space in the Prayer Garden to add columbaria when needed in the future.

As she ends her time as Parish Administrator, it is good to acknowledge the Prayer Garden work of Jeanne Schaaf. When
Jeanne assumed her position nine years ago, we were in the midst of planning for this project and there were countless
meetings. She helped guide the project through various city, county and township legalities. Jeanne was the perfect
person to help launch the Prayer Garden and we thank her for her meticulous work.
We also remember Fr. Rask with thanks recognizing one of his very first duties as pastor was to sign the purchase
agreement for the Crosier land. Little did he know at the time that a cemetery would rise from that empty space –
a Prayer Garden that would serve the parishioners of St. Odilia and so many others. Throughout our many Prayer
Garden meetings, Fr. Rask would often

reflect on the importance of the ministry
of serving families experiencing a death.
The Prayer Garden – where we welcome
all – has indeed become a holy,
peace-filled place.
~Lynne Schriver-Sheedy, February 2021

For information about the Prayer Garden, contact Lynne Schriver-Sheedy at 651.307.5315.
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We remember and pray for those who have gone before us.

Joseph (Joe) Jwanouskos

October 22, 1929—November 25, 2020
It Was Just Yesterday

My father Joe Jwanouskos III and Leo Dromback took down the windmill here
at St. Odilia. Did you even know there was a windmill? St. Odilia sits on old
farm property. My grandfather, Joe Jwanouskos II and Jim Bell were on the
financial committee to help build St. Odilia. Church was held in the first
gymnasium. Joe Jwanouskos II and III, my grandfather and father, started

St. Odilia Men’s Club that is still in existence today. Back then the Men’s Club
raised monies for the Athletic department. But more importantly, long
lasting friendships were developed. They took trips together; Canada, Europe,
Las Vegas. They held annual events; Booyas, poker nights, and Steak Fries to
name a few. The Men’s Club watched each other’s kids grow up and attend
each other’s weddings. My parents were the last “couple” to die together.
My mother Virginia (Toots) died February, 2020, and my father Joe died in
November, 2020. They are physically gone from us, however, never forgotten.

~DeeDee Schirmers (Joe and Toots’ youngest daughter)

Donald W. Wetherby

April 3, 1918—December 15, 2020

Don was a proud Navy veteran, a ‘computer guy’ from back in the early days of their commercial use when they were
room-sized, and a golf fanatic. When he passed away, peacefully, it was his 103rd Christmas season. At that time he was
St. Odilia’s longest living member and until a couple of month’s before his death,
staked his claim to a certain seat in the back row at Saturday night Mass. He was a
staunch supporter of the church’s Endowment Fund.
Father of five (Sharon, Stephanie, Don, Catherine, and Leslie), he was married to
their mother, Lois, until he lost her to cancer when she was 55. He later married
Clare Dustin, widow of his childhood friend! He became a father-figure to her
children and grandfather to their children. He was Clare’s primary caretaker in her
long final illness.
Family and neighbors knew him as Mr. Fixit. He was always first to lend a hand.
They also knew of his passion for playing golf as often as possible in retirement and
watching it on TV when he could no longer play. To stay sharp as he aged, he did
jigsaw puzzles - hundreds in all. He was watching golf and doing puzzles until two
weeks before he died.
Often a quiet man, he was also a quick with a come-back remark- a twinkle in his
eye. And until he could no longer speak, no kindness passed without a sincere
‘thank you’.

~Sharon Marx, daughter
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We remember and pray for those who have gone before us.

Irene Marie Kolles

May 5, 1925—January 12, 2021

Irene is survived by her husband and their five children, their spouses, eight grandchildren and three great grandchildren.
Mary Kolles, Julie (Kolles) Doyle and Camille Kolles attended St. Odilia School. Camille Kolles played the piano for St.
Odilia Masses for over 19 years.
Growing up in Gaylord, MN, academic scholarship was a priority to her,
and she became the valedictorian of her class in Gaylord High School. She
went on to attend the College of St. Teresa in Winona, MN earning
entrance into exclusive societies for academic excellence, good character,
and high participation in extracurricular activities, including The Ivory
Tower and the House of Gold Graduate Society. She was elected to the
Student Council, became editor of the college yearbook, and graduate
third in her college class.
Literature and reading played a big role in her life, sowing the seeds of her

years as an outstanding high school English teacher in Winona, Carleton,
and Benson, MN. She loved poetry, particularly Shakespeare, and inspired
her students as well as her children to memorize poetry for its sheer pleasure.
Irene was a humble, self-sacrificing and prayerful person. She gave up her very successful teaching career to become a
devoted, caring, loving mother to her five children. One of her greatest accomplishments was that she inspired each
family member to be their very best and always appealed to their higher nature. Among the educational achievements of
her children are five college degrees four master’s degrees and one PhD degree. Irene’s efforts and selfless dedication
are evident in her children’s individual outstanding contributions in religion, social work, music, non-profit leadership,
and education.
Irene worked in the St. Odilia library and led the rosary at Lakeridge nursing home.
She was a deep thinker and conversationalist with a sharp wit and great sense of humor. Until her final days she could
eloquently quote entire Shakespeare sonnets from memory. Irene will be deeply missed by her family, relatives and
friends.
A funeral Mass was held on January 19, 2021, at St. Odilia, and interment is in the Sunset Mausoleum crypt.
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We remember and pray for those who have gone before us.

Eileen Marie Schmitz

September 27, 1942 - December 3, 2020

Eileen Schmitz, age 78, after many years of battling Alzheimer’s, passed away
peacefully on Thursday, December 3 after a short battle against COVID. She was
a loving and kind-hearted wife, mother, grandmother and friend. Eileen attended
St Francis De Sales School and graduated from Our Lady of Peace High School in
1960.

Eileen and her husband, Larry, were married at St. Francis Church in 1965 and
lived in St Paul with their three children Kathy, Tim and Julie. In 1977 they
moved
to Shoreview and joined St Odilia’s Church. Eileen loved dogs, playing cards,
crossword puzzles and “going to the lake”. She spent many weekends at Lake
Edward in Brainerd with family, friends and her lab, Baron. Eileen loved talking to
everyone who stayed at the resort. After her husband passed away, Eileen
continued to spend weekends at the lake enjoying special time with her grandchildren Phillip, Morgan, Beth and Hannah.
Eileen worked in the accounting department at Sears Roebuck while raising her children. In 1992 she took a job at the
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency. She made many friends working in Vehicle Emissions and then Solid Waste
Management, she retired in 2004 after 12 years of service. Eileen continued to stay busy at St Odilia. She volunteered in
the church office, counted money after Mass and worked on church mailings. Eileen loved the church festival and would
spend hours enjoying the booths and music.

Eileen will be deeply missed by all who knew her. She is now in heaven chatting with friends and family and looking
down on us with clarity and love.

Blessed are they who mourn, for they will be comforted.
Matthew 5:4
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Welcome New Parishioners!
December 2020 — February 2021

Rodriguez Gutierrez
Matthew and Emily Fuller
Annabelle Fuller
Severo and Melina Garcia

Joe Podvin and Roxane Andersen
Madison Podvin
Ayasha Podvin

Rigoberto Reyes and Gladis Youlanda
Vazquez
Anamarie Reyes

Mike and Angie Fox
Oliver Fox

Randy and Hannah Frels
Nora Frels
Sonja Frels

Tyler and Kathryn Rose

Ann Ireland

Bryce and Nicole Stepan
Arden Stepan

Juan Penafiel and Holly Zegarra
Christina Penafiel-Zegarra
Christopher Penafiel-Zegarra
Sebastian Penafiel-Zegarra

Christian and Andrea Soung
Caden Soung
Ronan Soung
Ariana Soung
Pauline and Tom Glendenning

Elias Luna-Sanchez and Rosa
Penafiel-Cevilla
Santy Luna-Penafiel
Yahir Luna-Penafiel
Mike Luna Penafiel
Yarely Luna-Penafiel

Michael and Katherine Kauls
Harriett Kauls

Jami and Katie Rassmussen
Oscar Rassmussen
Rhys Rassmussen
Colin Rassmussen

You can help us to reduce mailing costs!

Each winter, we have many pieces of mail returned from the post office for individuals who were “temporarily
away”. Each returned piece of mail costs St. Odilia first class postage rates even if it is mailed as third class
mail. If you have plans to be away for longer that one week during the colder months in Minnesota, please take
a few minutes to complete the form below and drop it into the collection basket or mail it to:
St. Odilia Parish Office
3495 N. Victoria St.
Shoreview, MN 55126
***Or you can e-mail this information to: bulletin@stodilia.org***

Do you have plans to be away?
Please select one option and provide your name and address information:
A) Please do not forward my mail ___________
Date leaving Minnesota: ___________ Date back in Minnesota: ___________

B) Please forward my mail ___________
Date leaving Minnesota: ___________ Date back in Minnesota: ___________
Name:__________________________________________ Env. #________
Current Address: _______________________________________________________
City, State, Zip: ________________________________________________________
Winter Address: ________________________________________________________
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Are You Moving?
If you are moving we would like to know so we can keep our records current and our postage costs down.
Please fill out the form below and return it by dropping it into the collection basket at any Mass, or by
mailing it to: St. Odilia Parish Center Office, 3495 N. Victoria, Shoreview, MN 55126
Name: _______________________________________________________ Env. #: _______________
Old Address: __________________________________ City, State, Zip: ________________________
New Address: _________________________________ City, State, Zip: ________________________
Email Address: __________________________________________
New Phone (Include area code): _________________ Effective Date: ________________________
I/We will be staying in the parish:

Y ______ N ________

Newsletter Team:

Corporate Board Members:

Amy Etten, Mary Holmes and staff
consultants.

Most Rev. Bernard A. Hebda, Archbishop
Very Rev. Charles Lachowitzer, Vicar General
Rev. Phillip Rask, Vice President
Greg Gerlach, Trustee Treasurer
Mary Nussbaum, Trustee Secretary

The St. Odilia Messenger is a publication of the Catholic Community of St.
Odilia, 3495 North Victoria, Shoreview,
Minnesota, 55126. Each issue is distributed to registered parishioners.
To receive a copy, register by calling
651-484-6681.

651-291-4400
651-291-4430
651-484-6681

St. Odilia Parish Phone Numbers:
Parish Office
Parish Office Fax
School Office
Faith Formation Office
Faith Formation/Latino Ministry Fax

651-484-6681
651-484-0780
651-484-3364
651-415-3329
651-415-3321

The NEXT Newsletter Deadline: Please submit articles for the SUMMER issue of The Messenger by Wednesday, May 12, 2021. They may be sent by email to messenger@stodilia.org or dropped at
the parish office. Electronic submissions are appreciated. Pictures (jpg files) are welcome but please
describe each photo with caption text if possible.

VISION AND MISSION
VISION
To joyfully live the Gospel by knowing, loving, and serving God and one another.
MISSION
We are a Catholic community of faith that welcomes every person to grow in holiness and draw
closer to Jesus Christ through…
 Worship and Evangelization
 Faith Formation and Education
 Works of Charity and Justice
… every day and at every stage of life.
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Reconciliation
Communal Service with Private Confessions
Monday, March 22 – 7:00 p.m.
Please Note: all Masses will be live streamed except 7:30 a.m. Mass on
Easter Sunday
Palm Sunday, March 27/28 Masses
5:00 p.m. Saturday
9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m., 1:00 p.m. in Spanish
Holy Thursday, April 1
7:30 a.m. – Triduum Morning Prayer
7:30 p.m. – Bilingual Evening Mass of the
Lord’s Supper
Good Friday, April 2
7:30 a.m. – Triduum Morning Prayer
3:00 p.m. – Living Stations (prerecorded)
6:00 p.m.—Celebration of the Lord’s Passion
(English)
7:30 p.m. – Celebration of the Lord’s Passion
(Spanish)

Private Confessions (no communal service)
All Saturdays at 9:00 a.m.
Saturday April 3 – 9:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m.

Holy Saturday, April 3
Easter Sunday, April 4
8:00 a.m. – Triduum Morning Prayer 7:30 a.m. – Mass
7:30 p.m. – Bilingual Easter Vigil
9:00 a.m. – Masses (church and gym)
1:00 p.m. – Mass in Spanish (church) 11:00 a.m. – Mass (church)

