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from our pastor
Fr. Erich Rutten
Hello to all our Saint Odilia family!
Lent is a journey through the desert. It is a season of small dyings and risings to prepare
ourselves for the great dying and rising of Holy Week and Easter. Through the disciplines of
Lent, we achieve greater freedom to live in God. The call for us as a parish to respond to our
challenging times may also be an opportunity for dying and rising.
In February we began an important visioning process within our Ministry Area Councils (MAC) and our Pastoral Leadership
Council (PLC).

As you know, we’ve experienced significant changes here at St. Odilia. In the last couple years we have a new principal
and assistant principal, a new parish administrator and new finance manager, and of course, a new pastor and parochial
vicar. Within the next couple months we will also have new trustees. That is a very significant transition.
Our many ministries, including our school, are all in need of extra support that may include additional budgetary funds,
additional human resources, and/or additional physical space. All of this comes at a time when we are seeing great change
in our world:


Our parish and school communities have been significantly disrupted due to COVID.



We are struggling to share the Good News of Jesus in an increasingly secularized culture dominated by negative social
media and political polarization.

During such times of change, and even when there isn’t so much change, it is good practice every once in a while to take a
step back and re-imagine who we are called to be and what we are called to do in our times.
Let us remember, the reason the Church of Saint Odilia exists is to carry on the mission of Jesus:
Before he ascended into heaven Jesus last words to his apostles were: “Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have
commanded you.”
We might describe this visioning process as a process of moving from “maintenance mode”, of doing what we have
always done, to “missionary mode”. If we are to be a parish in missionary mode, we will need to re-energize our liturgy
and our prayer and re-imagine our ministries.
I am grateful for the strong leadership structures that involve and engage our parishioners in this visioning. But if we are
to respond to Archbishop Hebda’s call and Jesus’ call, we will all need to be involved.
In the coming weeks, months, and years, we will explore together where the Lord is calling us. More than anything else,
the best thing we can do is to call upon the Lord in prayer to ask for the gift of the Holy Spirit.
I encourage everyone to get involved. If you have thoughts and ideas, I invite you to raise those with myself or with our
MAC council leaders.
Through the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church, and Saint Odilia our patroness, may God,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit bless us.
+AMEN.
Reverend J. Erich Rutten
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Discernment of Parish Leadership
During this season of Lent, we are asking the question “How can we participate as active members in our parish
community?” If you are feeling called as a servant leader, please consider sharing your gifts of vision and leadership with
our parish community by prayerfully considering a role on one of our nine (9) Ministry Area Councils.
Each MAC is responsible for defining the vision of the parish ministry represented by the council. A representative from
each of the Ministry Area Councils (MAC) is selected to serve on the Parish Leadership Council (PLC). The PLC provides
leadership and vision for the parish and serves as the architect and steward of the parish mission. Members work closely
with the staff and councils to develop, implement and achieve the parish mission.



At the heart of the structure is the
process of collaboration between
and among the Ministry Area
Councils and the PLC. This process
is supported by the design and
intentionality of the monthly
meeting format that incorporates
both prayer and the sharing of a
simple meal prior to the council
meetings.



An important part of the structure is
the calling forth of new leaders to
serve on the councils. The intent is
to encourage and welcome new
participation through a process of
nomination and discernment.

For more information on our Ministry Area Councils, please see our website www.stodilia.org under ‘Our Parish’ and
‘Ministry Area Councils’.

Nomination and Discernment Process
Our leadership structure enables over 90 people to be in leadership positions at any given time. The mechanism of term
limits has about one-third turnover each year. With this planned rotation of council members, there are typically
30 positions open each year. In gratitude for the gifts you have been given, consider servant leadership as a St. Odilia
council member.
Approximately 30 parishioners are needed to fill the open membership positions on the Ministry Area Councils and the
Parish Leadership Council (PLC) at-large member. The process for nomination and discernment involves four steps:
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Nomination—“The Calling Forth of Gifts”
You are invited to submit names of parishioners, including yourself, whom you feel would serve our community
as a council member. Extra nomination forms are available in the parish office or church foyer or on our website
at www.stodilia.org.



Informational Sessions
An Information meeting about the councils is scheduled for Sunday, April 24, 2022, at 10:15 a.m. in the Parish
Conference Room. At that time, more specific details about the councils, member job descriptions, training, etc.
will be provided.



Personal Prayer
Becoming involved in a leadership position calls for spiritual discernment, a process which requires quiet
personal reflection. Allow yourself opportunities to prayerfully reflect on your personal gifts and how the Spirit
of God is calling you to use those gifts. All parishioners are invited to pray for those who will participate in the
Evening of Discernment on May 17, 2022.



Discernment Evening
Those parishioners who have been nominated and who are willing to serve are invited to participate in our
Evening of Discernment on May 17, 2022, which begins with a shared meal in the Courtyard at 6:00 p.m.
A general gathering for prayer in church will follow at 6:30 p.m. Nominees will then be sent forth to the council
meeting rooms for discussion and discernment with the ministry area council members.

Would you like to learn more?

Information Session - Sunday, April 24, 2022
10:15 – 10:45 a.m. in the Parish Conference Room
We will be hosting an Information Session on Sunday, April 24, 2022, from 10:15 – 10:45 in the parish conference room.
You are invited to stop by to learn more about each council and the impact that you can have in our community as a
council member.
If you would like to nominate yourself or another parishioner for a role in parish leadership, please complete the form
below and return it to the parish office.

St. Odilia Parish—Servant Leadership
Declaration of Interest/Nomination Form
Parishioner Name: ______________________________________________________________________

Phone Number:

_____________________________________

Email: ____________________________

Area of Interest: (please indicate your primary area of interest)
____Facilities Council

____Hispanic Leadership Circle

____Social Justice Council

____Faith Formation Council

____Pastoral Care Council

____Stewardship Council

____Finance Council

____School Advisory Council

____Worship/Community Life Council

Nominated by:__________________________________________ Email: ______________________________
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The Stewardship of Lent
The call to experience Lent as a journey of conversion, prayer and sharing of our goods, helps us – as communities and as
individuals – to revive the faith that comes from the living Christ, the hope inspired by the breath of the Holy Spirit and
the love flowing from the merciful heart of the Father.
– Pope Francis

Lent is a time to embrace prayer, fasting, and almsgiving in a concerted way. The goal is to prepare ourselves with a
humble spirit and determination to follow Jesus Christ. On the journey, God calls us individually to share our unique
gifts. As we reflect on our baptismal promise we ask – how do I make stewardship a way of life for me, my family, my
parish, my community?
We experience Lent as a journey to strengthen our relationship with God and our neighbor through:

Prayer – ‘our time’ spent with God in prayer and worship, time to learn about our faith, time to participate in the
sacrament of reconciliation, time in prayer individually or collectively at Mass. During Lent we have Stations of the Cross,
Lenten reflections and quiet time to listen intently to God’s call.

Participation – use of our gifts in service of our faith community and community at large. Also, focus on sharing the
gift of yourself with others. There are many opportunities to participate in one of the many ministries the parish offers.

Generosity – use of our material wealth in support of our ministry and sharing our material goods with others.
Experiencing the sacrifice of going without a meal or eating a lighter meal so our brothers and sisters in need can have a
meal.
A meaningful way to commit to your Lenten journey may be to find an opportunity TO DO SOMETHING for Lent instead
of “giving up” something. May this season of Lent help us be good stewards of our time; to fast and pray, be more
generous and show each other how to live in Christ. It all begins with listening to what God is calling you to do.

Catholic Relief Services—Rice Bowl

FOR

LENT
FOR LIFE
This Lent, commit to our global human family through daily prayer, weekly fasting and almsgiving.
Pick up your CRS Rice Bowl in the back of church, or stop in the parish office
Monday-Thursday 8:00 a.m.—4:30 p.m. or Friday, 8:00 a.m.—noon.
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2022 Stewardship Renewal—Forward in Faith
Thank you for your response to our annual Stewardship Renewal that began in November. Stewardship invites everyone to help build the Kingdom of God through Prayer, Participation and Generosity. Thank you to the 720 households
that have responded by returning their covenant cards. The chart below illustrates our parish response through February
10, 2022:

Pledge Summary as of:

2-2-21

2-10-22

For Calendar Year:

2021

2022

Total Pledged

$1,360,999

$1,345,951

Total Annual Contribution Goal

$2,263,651

$2,269,722

We are equally grateful to those who have expressed their interest in sharing their gifts and talents by completing and
returning Participation Forms. If you are looking for ways to get involved in the community, pick up a Participation form
in the kiosks, scan the QR Code to the right, or visit www.stodilia.org/stewardship.
Stewardship is not just about looking back and acknowledging all our gifts. It is also about looking forward
and being willing to invest our blessings back into the community with gratitude and joy.
We invite parishioners of every age to get involved!

Do Your Children See You Give?
Every parent wants to raise children who share and give generously. When our
children someday meet God face to face we want to know that they will hear
Jesus say to them the same words the master said to those who used their talents
wisely, “Well done, my good and faithful servant...Come, share your master’s
joy.” (Matt 25:21)
However, raising a generous child can be a challenge in today’s society. One of the
key factors in teaching children to be generous is to let them see you giving. After
all, children mimic what they see, not what they hear.

Today many donations to the parish Offertory may be made electronically, monthly, quarterly, or via mail. Thus, children
may never actually see their parents give. A child who never sees a parent place an envelope in the Offertory could grow
up thinking, “My parents never gave any support to the Church. Why should I?”
It is important that parents talk with children about the charitable gifts the family makes. If you would like to increase
your giving you might even ask your kids about ways the family budget could be adjusted so that there is more to share
with God. Their suggestions might surprise you!
Happiness comes from being content with what we have and feeling like we are making a difference in the world. We
can put our children on the path to a happy and successful life by teaching them how to use and manage money so that
it brings them contentment, fills their needs and allows them to help others.
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In less than 5 minutes, leave a legacy that reflects your life.
Think of how important St. Odilia is to you. How can you ensure that it will be there for future generations?
You can change the beneficiary designation on your retirement account to include your parish.
It’s simple and fast.

3 Easy Steps:

Call your IRA custodian
or wealth advisor to
update your designated
beneficiaries.

List St. Odilia Parish and/or
School Endowment as one
of the beneficiaries
on the form.

Return the form to your
custodian or advisor and
inform your parish of the
gift intention.

3 Great Benefits:

Making a charitable gift
of your retirement
account is tax efficient.

You support the
ministries, programs,
and maintenance of
your parish in perpetuity.

You put your
values into action.

This is smart philanthropy.
To learn more about ways to support St. Odilia and maximize your charitable giving, we encourage you to discuss this
and other charitable giving vehicles with your financial advisor. For more information, contact Ramona Michaels,
St. Odilia Development Coordinator at 651 415-3350.

Catholic Community of St. Odilia
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St. Odilia School and Preschool

Mark your Calendars!

For tickets visit: www.bloom-gala.com

St. Odilia School will be participating in the Slice of Shoreview
Days Parade on Saturday, July 23. All school families are
welcome to show their school spirit and march down Victoria
Street from County Rd D to Island Lake Park.
Watch the weekly e-handouts and school website for more
information.

A Summer Day Camp experience for children
entering grades 1-5 during the 2022-2023 school
year at St. Odilia.
Priority registration until April 1:
Register under the School Life tab (Knight Watch)
at www.stodiliaschool.org
7:30 a.m.—5:30 p.m. sign up for 1-5 days a week
A non-refundable family registration fee of $100 will
be applied to your May TADS statement.
Options

Weekly Rate

5 Days

$325

4 Days

$210

1-3 Days

$160

Coordinator: Mrs. Melissa Geisbaur
geisbauer@stodilia.org
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Fall Festival News
By Trish Brokman, Fall Festival Chair

Save the date!
The 53rd annual Fall Festival is September 9-11, 2022. Please save the date
and prayerfully consider joining the team! Everyone enjoyed gathering face to
face last year. As many people say, the St. Odilia Fall Festival each September is
like a family reunion, an important gathering where we celebrate each other,
our community, and make connections with new and older parishioners.
This community celebration provides us with the opportunity to experience the
musical talent of St. Odilia, share time together volunteering in the various
venues, gather joyfully at Mass, and share our talents and gifts in so many
generous ways. Many hands are needed Festival weekend and you always
come through! Dessert makers, entertainers, game organizers, auction helpers,
and more make this weekend-long event a much appreciated, well-organized,
and fun event.
It also takes many team leaders prior to the weekend to pull off this celebration
that hosts more than 1,000 parishioners and community guests each year.

The leadership team needs new energy!
Is that you?
Are you looking to share your gifts by helping out prior to festival weekend?

Do you have organization skills we can tap into? Do you enjoy being involved,
working as a team and getting to know others? If so, we need new people to
step up and join us for a monthly planning meeting from April to August.
Additional work can be done on your own time, in your own way, and often
remotely.

Here’s where you can get involved!
*Co-Chairs to lead various venues *Food Truck Coordinator
*Music/Entertainment Leader *Bingo Leader * Assist with Publicity
*Facility setup/take down *Silent Auction Basket Making *Photography of baskets *Uploading data to online bidding site
*Friday Night Chili Cook-off Coordinator
By joining our team, you will work with a dedicated
group of individuals who love to celebrate, care about
the St. Odilia community, and want to share their leadership skills to help organize a family-friendly weekend
event that raises more than $100,000 each year.
Email fallfestival@stodilia.org or reach out to me
directly at pbrokman@comcast.net (phone: 612-7439572) and let me know you want to be a part of the
Fall Festival Leadership Team!
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Faith Formation
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Faith Formation
Catholic Youth Summer Camp—July 31-August 5, 2022
This year we are so blessed to join the Damascus Missionaries on a week-long residential camp for students
entering grades 6-12 in Trego, WI, at Heartwood Resorts
for Summer 2022. We have pre-reserved camper spaces
for Session 8, the week of July 31-August 5. I can assure
you we will have a blessed time both spiritually and activity-wise! The cost is $495 per person which covers the cost
of everything. As for the ride there and back, it is up to the
individual/families to organize a carpool. We do not

provide bus rides for the Catholic Youth Summer Camp.
You might want to know as a parent what your child
might be doing at the CYSC, or, as a youth, what you might
be doing at the CYSC. There will be water obstacles,
adoration, kayaking, time with your own parish, color
wars, high adventure activities like archery tag, laser tag,
rock wall climbing, swimming, and of course high adventure Faith!

5-12 graders. Experience camp as a
parish. Week-long high adventure.
$495/student. Registration is open now!

For more information or to register, visit our website:
www.stodilia.org under Faith Formation, Youth Ministry.

First Reconciliation ~ Upcoming Sacraments
The sacrament of First Reconciliation took place at St. Odilia on two Sundays in January: 23 and 30, 2022. There were
approximately 95 young people who received this sacrament for the first time. Please hold them in your prayers as they
experience the healing and merciful love of God in a new and uniquely profound way.
The sacrament of First Holy Communion is scheduled for the weekends of April 30 and May 7, 2022. Please pray for the
first communicants, along with their families and catechists as they finish their preparations.
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Faith Formation
Vacation Bible School — July 11-15, 2022
St. Odilia will be transforming the parish in to a beautiful and soaring landscape with rugged peaks, colorful canyons and
rollicking rivers! One of the best parts about Totally Catholic Monumental VBS is the praise worthy music!
Register now to participate! Register now to volunteer! We need everyone’s involvement! (scan the QR code below).
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Faith Formation
Summer Stretch—Every Wednesday in July!
Every Wednesday in July we will be holding a Summer Stretch program enriched with Faith, Service, Fun, and
Friends for our youth to experience. This program is for youth who have completed grades 6-8. This year we are
gathering at 9:00 a.m. to start the day off with prayer, followed by a talk specifically aimed toward youth. We will
then break into smaller groups for discussion questions to dive more
deeply into our thoughts. At 10:00 a.m. we will depart for service hours
here in the Twin Cities to care for our community. At noon we will return
to St. Odilia for lunch, followed by bible study for the upcoming Sunday
gospel reading. The youth will break into smaller groups for discussion to
involve themselves in the readings through fellowship. Afterward, we will
head out to some exciting activities and return at 4:45 p.m. so we can once
again end our day in prayer before we go our own way.
I strongly encourage all Youth to sign up for the Summer Stretch this year.
I, myself, have done Summer Stretch when I was in middle school and
each week I enjoyed every encounter that I had with my fellow youth. In
many ways, my faith was deepened. This program allows you to gain the
true meaning of life as you pray, listen, cry, work and have fun!
~Marta O’Malley, Coordinator of Youth Discipleship and Formation

Steubenville Conference — June 2—28, 2022
All incoming freshmen to graduate seniors in high school are invited to the Steubenville Conference this summer
in Ohio. This year we are carpooling with other parishes to the Steubenville Conference in Ohio. The theme this
year is FEARLESS!!!
"I have told you this so that you might have peace in me. In the world, you will have trouble, but take courage,
I have conquered the world.” -John 16:33
The trip also includes going to the University of Notre Dame and Cedar Point Amusement Park in Sandusky, OH
on this journey! What is a Steubenville Youth Conference? It is an invitation for high school students to be the
“hands and feet of Jesus'' and deepen their faith! It’s full of awesome MUSIC and dynamic speakers. The talks
are aimed at youth and are full of wit, wisdom, and power. You will discover that “Catholicism’s Not Dead” It’s
ALIVE with the Spirit! What better way is there than to start off your summer by enriching your faith, visiting
amusement parks, and having fun visiting colleges that you might go to in the future.
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Faith Formation
Our Lady of Guadalupe Celebration
How fitting it was to begin the Rosary Novena, a nine-day prayer, to Our Lady of Guadalupe on December 3, a
First Friday but also the Memorial of St. Francis Xavier. Known as the “Apostle to the East,” St. Francis Xavier
was a Jesuit missionary to Southeast Asia in the early to middle of the 16th century. Whereas his love for the
Gospel led him out East where the fruits of his labors have and are continuing to blossom (I would consider
myself one of those fruits from my ancestors who received the faith through his preaching), another significant
event occurred in the West around the same time where millions would eventually become the flowers of
“La Virgen.”
After almost five centuries since the apparition of Our Lady of Guadalupe, the colors of the miraculous image
imprinted upon the Tilma of St. Juan Diego are as bright as ever, enshrined in the Basilica in Mexico City, and
the roses of Tepeyac are continuing to bloom in the middle of winter here in Minnesota at St. Odilia.
The Novena was concluded with a communal recitation of the Rosary
and culminated in the parish celebration of the Feast of Our Lady of
Guadalupe on Saturday evening with Mass (February 11 – the Feast was
transferred from the 12th since it fell on a Sunday this past year). Afterwards we had time for traditional Mañanitas and some fellowship.
The next day, on December 12, proper, we had a parish-wide celebration
in the gym after Sunday Mass. There was food, music and mariachi,
entertainment provided by a few of our Sunday catechism classes as well
as folk dancing. The love and devotion of our Latino brothers and sisters
was palpable and their love for the Mother of God is truly inspiring.
Our sincerest thanks and gratitude to the many people who donated their
time, talent, and treasure to making this parish celebration possible. May
Our Lady of Guadalupe carry all of us, her precious roses, in the fold of
her mantel and present us to her son, our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
~Fr. Tim
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Faith Formation
First Friday Adoration and Mass
Latino Community
This past November, 2021, we began to celebrate First Fridays responding to the needs and desires of our Latino
Community. We begin with a communal Holy Hour from 5:00 p.m.—6:00 p.m. where we pray the Divine Mercy Chaplet
together, along with praise music (alabanzas) in Spanish, which is another form of prayer. There are also moments of
silent reflection. Confessions are made available. We conclude with the Litany to the Sacred Heart and Benediction.
Lastly, Mass is celebrated afterwards at 6 p.m. with approximately 90 parishioners and steadily growing. This has been
well received within the Latino Community who are grateful to have an opportunity to come and worship the Lord in the
Eucharist. We would like to extend a warm invitation to everyone who would like to come and celebrate First
Fridays with us in prayer, adoration, devotion, and the celebration of the Mass. We would love to see you here!
~Sandy Cortez, Coordinator of Latino Ministry

St. Odilia Special Religious Education
On the second and fourth Tuesday of each month, the Sp.R.Ed. volunteers and I get to witness the joyful expression of
faith that the Sp.R.Ed. participants show in such a simple yet profound way. If you’re looking to find how to love the Lord,
just spend a little time with these amazing men and women. They love our Lord with great joy, energy, simplicity, and
complete trust. The time that I spend with the Sp.R.Ed. participants always seems to go by way too fast. God has blessed
me with the opportunity to work with the Sp.R.Ed. program, and I am grateful each day for the powerful witness of faith

that the participants show to me. All Special Needs adults are welcome to join our program.
If you are interested in joining us in this rewarding ministry, e-mail me at heyer@stodilia.org for more information. You
can also call me at 651-415-3351. However you will probably need to leave a message.
~Jon Heyer, Special Religious Education (Sp.R.Ed.) Coordinator

Our Epiphany Procession, January 2022
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Lent, Holy Week and Easter 2022
Worship Schedule
Ash Wednesday
Wednesday, March 2 Mass Schedule
7:30 a.m., 12 noon, 5:30 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. in Spanish

Reconciliation
Communal Service with Private Confessions—Tuesday, April 5 – 7:00 p.m.
Private Confessions (no communal service)
All Saturdays at 9:00 a.m. except April 16

Saturday April 9 – 9:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m.
Wednesdays March 9 through April 13 – 5:30 p.m.

Stations of the Cross
Fridays: March 4, 11, 18, 25 and April 1, 8
12:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. (in Spanish)

Holy Week
and Easter Liturgy Schedule

Palm Sunday, April 9/10 Masses

Holy Saturday, April 16

Saturday 5:00 p.m.
Sunday 7:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m. and
1:00 p.m. in Spanish

8:00 a.m. – Triduum Morning Prayer
8:00 p.m. – Easter Vigil

Easter Sunday, April 17
Holy Thursday, April 14

7:30 a.m. – Mass (church)
9:00 a.m. – Masses (church and gym)
11:00 a.m. – Masses (church)
1:00 p.m. – Mass in Spanish (church)

7:30 a.m. – Triduum Morning Prayer
7:00 p.m. – Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper Bilingual

Good Friday, April 15
7:30 a.m. – Triduum Morning Prayer
3:00 p.m. – Traditional Stations of the Cross
5:00 p.m. – Celebration of the Lord’s Passion –
English
7:30 p.m. - Celebration of the Lord’s Passion –
Spanish
*Please Note: Living Stations of the Cross will be
pre-recorded and posted on St. Odilia YouTube channel
at 3:00 p.m. on Good Friday.
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Pastoral Care
St. Odilia Community Garden
"The kiss of the sun for pardon, The song of the birds for mirth, One is nearer God's Heart in a garden
than anywhere else on earth ". ~Poem by Dorothy Frances Gurney
The Pastoral Care Council is excited to begin working on the St. Odilia
Community Garden this spring. It is often said that planting a garden is
one of life’s most hopeful acts. We can’t control what the weather will
bring between April and October, so working the soil and planting seeds
in April and May brings with it a trust that something good will come out
of that work, regardless of what nature brings in the coming months.
Because of the unknown, I’ve learned to come into the gardening season

at my home with a sense of hope and an openness to the life that will
come forth. Sometimes that life is unexpected!
Last year we found numerous swallowtail and monarch caterpillars in our
garden. We collected them, raised them, and released over 50 swallowtail and monarch
butterflies! This was not something we planned when we planted our garden last spring,
but what a gift it was to be able to participate in God’s gift of life. Working closely with
nature gives us an opportunity to experience the wonder of God’s creation in new and
unexpected ways. We get to know God in the quietness of the garden, the unfolding of
life in the garden, and the blessings that a garden provides. We are so grateful to have
this opportunity to build a garden at St. Odilia and are excited to see how God blesses

our community as we all work together.

~Jeanne Stupar PCC member

Did you know that digging in the dirt really does lift you spirits? The digging stirs up microbes in the soil and by
inhaling these microbes it can stimulate serotonin production, which can make you feel relaxed and happier. This
meta-analysis was reported in the “Preventive Medicine Reports” (Volume 5, March 2017, Pages 92-99). All gardens have
the potential to bring us immense joy, as does the garden within our hearts and souls. Reflecting on what gardening
brings to a community stands out as a place to build a retreat, support, survival, nurturing, and sustenance by working
together to feed our community.
The Pastoral Care Committee is ready to break ground for St. Odilia’s raised beds community garden this spring. Join us in
the joy of bringing the garden to our community. Many volunteers will be needed from young to old. More updates on

the progress will follow.

~Susan Lauer PCC member

Along with our community garden that will support the Garden Sharing Markets that we started last summer, we invite all
home gardeners to share your bounty (or perhaps plant a bit extra, or an extra row in your garden) with our community
at the PCC's Garden Sharing Markets that we will have several Sundays this summer.
From The Liturgy of the Hours;
God, our creator,
You gave us the earth to cultivate,
And the sun to serve our needs.
Help us to spend this day
For your glory and our neighbor’s good.
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Pastoral Care
Feed My Starving Children
St Odilia Pastoral Care Council continues to support Feed My Starving Children. This is in
keeping with our Parish Mission Statement to help everyone grow closer to Jesus Christ
through ‘works of mercy’. FMSC is an available conduit through which all of us can make an
impact on easing hunger throughout the world. As we read in the Bible: Matthew 25:40,
‘Amen, I say to you, whatever you did for one of these least brothers of mine, you did for me.’ Many parishioners have
found volunteering to pack food at FMSC to be a meaningful and personally rewarding experience. During 2021, even in
the midst of the pandemic, nearly 50 parishioners assisted in packing food on one or more of the eight parish arranged
dates. Of course, there are other ways to assist as well and many people participate through their prayers and financial
donations. All of this has made a difference for FMSC in their quest to alleviate starvation in children throughout the

world.
Their website, (fmsc.org), is replete with stories of the impact they are having in the lives of individual children. They
have shipped food to 55 different countries during 2021. Food then reaches its final destination, children’s tummies,
through the work of their distribution partners (71 in 2021). FMSC believes utilizing partners embedded in the
communities receiving the shipments assists in transitioning people to self-sufficiency, thereby reducing needed meal
supplies as the community progresses.
FMSC is a Christian non-profit that receives no government aid. It
depends on donations to acquire meal ingredients and fund
operations. They report a four-star rating from Charity Navigator for
16 consecutive years for their stewardship of resources. They pray

over every shipment of food from the time it is packaged to the time
it is shipped & delivered. Through the grace of God over 99% of
their food has arrived safely at its destination.
A sad statistic reported on their website is that hunger is still causing
nearly half of deaths in children under five years old, or about 6200
children die each day from causes of undernutrition. Want to help?
There are several ways FMSC asks for support.
1. First and foremost – PRAY. FMSC is a Christian organization
and covers all production and shipments with prayer. The group
invites everyone to pray for continued success in safely bringing

food to starving children around the world.
2. Second – DONATE. Financial support is needed to ensure a
continuous supply of ingredients.
3. Third – VOLUNTEER.

You can, of course, independently register to pack food at any of their shifts, and we will

also continue to coordinate volunteer registrations for periodic packing dates. As we near reserved packing dates, a
reminder is publicized in the weekend Bulletins along with registration information. Additionally, anyone wishing to
be notified via email can provide a confidential email address to Michael Bronk (m_bronk@yahoo.com). In the
meantime, you can pose questions to any member of the Pastoral Care Council.
The Pastoral Care Council thanks the many volunteers that continue to make this activity a huge success!
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Pastoral Care
Looking for people experiencing memory loss & their caregivers.
We are a Catholic community of faith that welcomes every person. We want to encourage individuals experiencing any
form of dementia or memory loss, and their caregivers, to feel welcomed in our parish.

As we continue in our quest to find ways to be welcoming to people with memory loss/dementia and their caregivers,
we are hampered by the current pandemic environment. We provide training and educational resources, host dementia
friendly religious services, partner with other community groups, organizations and parishes to be a conduit for people
who can benefit from such services. Many of the resources and services structured for the memory impaired and their
caregivers may not be available or may lack appeal in this COVID environment because of the desire to avoid group

gatherings. Still we want to be mindful of the needs of this constituency.

You can find resource materials in the designated area of the parish library located in the
Courtyard and in the wall document holders in the church narthex. Included there is
information on services available through our relationship with Lyngblomsten and other
community resources. Our parish website also contains links to other community resources
(find these in ‘Dementia-Friendly Congregation’ under the Pastoral Care tab). Chief among
these are links to Lyngblomsten and City of Roseville.

We have tentatively scheduled a special dementia friendly Mass for Thursday, June 2, which is designed specifically for
people with memory loss and their caregivers. Of course, this too depends on an improved COVID contagion setting.

While COVID has impacted what we can do in group settings, if we know parishioners who might appreciate some
individualized contact, there are still things we can do. In our effort to reach out and be responsive to parishioners with
memory loss/dementia and their caregivers, we are stymied by our inability to identify who these parishioners are.

CAN YOU HELP US IDENTIFY PEOPLE IN NEED? An obstacle we face in our attempt to provide services to people
with memory loss and their caregivers, is identifying who in our community will benefit from such services. If you are
providing care to someone with any form of memory loss and feel we may be able to assist please contact us. Or, if you
know a church member with any form of memory loss or a member who is a caregiver, AFTER you receive permission
from the person and/or the caregiver, please contact Deacon Jim Saumweber at the Parish office by calling him at
651-415-3354 or emailing at saumweber@stodilia.org. We understand confidentiality is of utmost importance and we
will adhere to this requirement.

~Thank you & blessings from the Pastoral Care Council and the Dementia Friendly Parish Committee
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Social Justice
Social Justice Council recently hosted a special course titled

Raising Awareness of African American History for People of Faith
The two-night online course met Jan. 31 and Feb. 7, 2022, and was attended not only by
parishioners from St. Odilia, but also some from St. Peter Claver parish in St. Paul. This
course condensed a few key elements of an 8-week program St. Odilia offered last Lent
and again last summer called Faith and Racial Healing: Embracing Truth, Justice, and
Restoration. Faith and Racial Healing is one in a series of programs created and offered by
JustFaith Ministries. The condensed Raising Awareness course not only provided a basic
background for those planning to attend the next program, but also for anyone just
wanting to learn more about the history of racism in the U.S.

Testimonials:
 “I really appreciated that you were well organized, and it was a very excellent
presentation.”
What was most memorable:
 “The preponderance of the listed historical facts was an effective way to see the impact of racism in our society. “
 “The particular naming of the slave ships and learning about the documentary of the Middle Passage, I had not seen
or heard of it.”
 “I wasn't aware of details in the lives of Sojourner Truth & Frederick Douglass.”

March 7—May 2, 2022
Speaking of next programs, we are offering the next course in the JustFaith Ministries’ series

of programs—Faith and Racial Justice: Changing Systems and Structures.
Faith and Racial Justice starts the evening of March 7, 2022, and runs each Monday
evening in March and April, as well as May 2. The time is 6:30-8:30 p.m. We
plan to meet in person at St. Odilia, and also offer a virtual option if there is
interest. Use your phone’s camera to scan the QR code for registration and
more information:

St. Odilia Parish App
We are excited about a new and easy way to stay connected, inspire
and communicate with the use of an app created specifically for our
parish. This new app will be a great resource for you by providing daily
Mass readings, Catholic news and prayers, convenient prayer and
confession reminders, information on groups within our parish, our
bulletins and much more.
Download on your phone by texting ‘App’
to phone number 88202
Stop in the Parish office with your phone if you would like
assistance downloading & using the app.
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St. Odilia Council of Catholic Women
On December 4 & 5, 2021 we hosted our annual
Holiday Bake/Craft Sale in the Courtyard.
Thanks to the generous donations of sweet treats
and baked goods from parishioners along with
the handmade items knitted, crocheted, or quilted by our crafters, there was a huge selection of
items for purchase.

We appreciate that you

shopped at the sale. All proceeds go to the needs
of our parish and to our community. This allows
us to fulfill one part of our CCW Mission State-

ment of Service to others. CCW says “thank you”
for another successful sale!
CCW’s Annual Shower/Meeting for Birthright
scheduled for January 27, 2022, was cancelled
due the increase in the Omicron virus.
After discussing at a Board meeting, it was decided that it was prudent to do so. However, this year a special thanks to
Deacon Jim and the Pastoral Care Ministry as the parish donation bins for Birthright were available from December 13,
2021, through January 31, 2022. Several full carloads of donations were delivered to Birthright and they are so grateful
for St. Odilia’s support over the many years. The carloads of donations are made possible because of your generosity.
Thank you!

Upcoming CCW Events:


Jewelry & Collectible Sale – March 19 & 20, 2022 – in Gym



Spring Bake Sale & Boutique – April 9 & 10, 2022
(location TBD)



Closing Mass & Potluck Supper – May 26, 2022
(end-of-season celebration of a great year!)

Watch for details in the parish bulletins and e-newsletters.
Please note all meetings are subject to change given COVID-19 challenges
and parish schedules.

Membership: Want to Join?
CCW welcomes women who may be interested in joining the St. Odilia Council of Catholic Women or become part of the
CCW Crafters.
Please contact Cathy Healy, President, at: Cathy.Healy51@gmail.com for information or check out the St. Odilia website
(www.stodilia.org). Click on Get Involved tab, then Council of Catholic Women- CCW for more information. Pamphlets
are also available on the kiosks. Meetings and events are also published in the bulletin and in the electronic newsletter.
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Find Your Calling with the Scouts!
Did you know at St. Odilia we have a great tradition of BSA Scouting?
From exploring nature to living our values as scouts, our Troop and
Pack offer youth (boys and girls) the opportunity to become their best
selves! BSA scouts of all ages learn about core values, how to live
their faith and how to serve and lead in their community. They also
learn life skills including how to collaborate, problem solve, and communicate with others in their group.
In December our Pack (scouts ages 5-10) and Troop (scouts ages 1117) joined together in a service project for "Mary's Place" a homeless

women and family shelter. In February, over 30 Scouts came together
to pray and serve the St. Odilia Community after mass with donuts Josiah Nelson, John Werneke, Zachary Byaruhanga
walking at the Slice of Shoreview.

and coffee to celebrate "Scout Sunday".

Want to get involved in Service?
In March, the third grade "Bear Den" will be collecting food for Ralph
Reeder Food Shelf in the "Bears Foraging for Friends" drive. Look for
opportunities to donate non-perishable items to help families with
food insecurity. Or, for older youth, join the Troop in their service
project with "Feed my Starving Children" packing food on March 28!

Want to join the fun?
For younger youth (K-5) attend a Pack meeting or event such as
Pinewood Derby (March 5th) or the Minnesota Zoo (April 2)!

Scouts waiting to watch their cars race in the
Pinewood Derby.

Contact Robert LaMontagne for more details @ brickrob@gmail.com
For older youth (6-11th grade) check out a camping opportunity near to home and attend the upcoming "game night"
or "fishing camp" coming up this spring! Contact Jason Moore for more details @ jason.moore061397@gmail.com

Service to the Greater Good is Calling!
Check out Pack 9626 (boys and girls K-5), Troop 9626 (boys) and Troop 7626 (girls) today!

Troop 9626 Serving Coffee and Donuts after Mass
with Father Rutten.

Serving Food at the All-Pack Camp in October.
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St. Odilia Prayer Garden
Frequently Asked Questions


Can non-Catholics be interred in the Prayer Garden?
Non-Catholics and non-parishioners are welcome in the Prayer Garden. As it is with the St. Odilia charism, all are
welcome!



Is the Prayer Garden a Cemetery?
Our Prayer Garden is a cemetery! By state law, it can never be anything but a cemetery. We have both spaces for
ground burial and niches in columbaria that hold cremains.



What is a columbarium?
A columbarium is a free-standing structure that contains small individual vaults called niches which contain urns filled
with cremains.



Where is the Prayer Garden located?
The St. Odilia Prayer Garden is located on the west side of our campus past the church, school and parking lot. When
entering the church property from the west, off of Vivian Avenue, the Prayer Garden is divided by our entrance road.
On the south side there are three columbaria on a plaza where there are 440 niches. In addition, there are over 300
earth burial spaces (lots) spread over both south and north sides of the Prayer Garden that can accommodate body
burial. In the future, additional columbaria can be added as needed.



Who owns the Prayer Garden?
St. Odilia Parish is the sole owner of the Prayer Garden. People who purchase a ground burial space or a niche own
the right to use the space forever. But the actual property is owned by the parish.



Who takes care of the Prayer Garden?
We have 38 volunteers who mow the lawn, care for our gardens, pull weeds and do a variety of other maintenance
work to keep the Prayer Garden beautiful. Some staff members also help with processing paperwork, planning
committal prayers and provide accounting services.



What happens if/when there are few volunteers to take care of the Prayer Garden?
We have established a Perpetual Care Fund to care for the Prayer Garden forever. With every sale, 20% is designated
to the Perpetual Care Fund. Annually only interest accumulated may be used for the needs of the Prayer Garden. The
principle will never be used. Currently the Perpetual Care Fund has a balance of over $200,000.



Are there niches for one person?
All of our niches have the ability to hold two adult size urns. We have several single individuals who own a niche. Some
consider offering part of their niche to a relative or friend.



Can anyone sit on the benches in the Prayer Garden?
Beautiful benches throughout the Prayer Garden have been donated by several families. Even though a family name
might be on a particular bench, any one is invited to use the benches.



Can I tape a photo of someone to a niche or grave stone?
No tape or glue is permitted on our niches or grave stones since it can permanently damage the granite.
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What can be left at the niche or grave?
St. Odilia Prayer Garden
Up to three flower arrangements (of natural material) may be placed at
the time of interment in front of the niche or on the earth grave for a few days. No glass vases, nor plastic or silk
flowers, balloons, rocks, vigil lights, statues, flags, wind chimes, birdhouses, bird baths and other miscellaneous items
will be permitted in any area of the Prayer Garden.



Can a pet be interred in a niche?
Only human cremains may be interred in our Prayer Garden.



When are visiting hours?
Unlike many cemeteries, our Prayer Garden does not have any fences. People are welcome to visit at any time.
The Prayer Garden is intended to be a holy, sacred place for the dead. As such, we just ask that people respect others
who might be visiting.



Where can I get more information? Contact Lynne Schriver-Sheedy at 651.307.5315 or prayergarden@stodilia.org

We remember and pray for those who have gone before us.

Judith (Judy) Louise Dawes July 29, 1942----January 3, 2022
Judy, age 79, of Roseville passed away peacefully surrounded by family on January 3, 2022. She was born in St. Paul and
lived there until she married John Dawes on September 19, 1964. Judy graduated from Monroe HS in St. Paul and was a
long standing member of the League of Catholic Women. She belonged to St. Odilia CCW, the Capital Ski Club and was a
Girl Scout and Camp Fire Girl Leader.

Judy was the beloved wife, mother, grandmother, sister and friend that all will remember
as a special individual whose light will continue to guide them. She touched the lives of
many over the years, both locally and during her travels (domestically and internationally)
with Jack, family and friends. Always one to strike up a conversation with someone new,
Judy was known for her optimistic, fun loving and outgoing personality that made
everyone know that they were truly valued and important to her. She was passionate
and enjoyed many activities including snow skiing, skating, dancing, swimming, playing
cards, enjoying the outdoors by cycling, walking and gardening. Judy always believed in
putting others first and volunteered for many organizations, putting these beliefs into
practice by dedicating innumerable hours to these pursuits. A shining example of how we
can live our lives, Judy was a role model to all that knew her and a confidant for family
and friends.
When someone passes people ask, “Why did God take them?” A better question would
be, “Why did God give them to us?” What did we do to deserve their love, their joy, the
sweet moments we shared? We are fortunate to have had those moments with Judy.
She was preceded in death by her parents, Herbert and Virginia and younger brothers
Herb and Jerry. She is survived by her beloved husband of 57 years, John “Jack”, and
children: Tracy (Matthew) Brodie of PA and Kelly Dawes (Tim Clements) of MT, and
grandchildren: Sean and Caitlyn Brodie, Sella and Otylia Clements. Sisters: Sandy Ryan,
Donna (Lloyd) Stevens, and brothers: John (Terri) Linn, Tom Linn and sister-in-law: MaryJo Linn, brother-in law: Clinton II
(Kathy) Dawes, David (Karen) Dawes, Tom (Jeannine) Dawes and many loving nieces, nephews, relatives and friends.
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We remember and pray for those who have gone before us.

Jean Nawrocki

September 11, 1924—February 6, 2022

Jean was valedictorian of her high school class and attended Purdue where she met her
husband, Arnold.They were married in 1948 and were wed for almost fifty-five years.
Jean taught biology and home economics until she and Arnold began their family. They
had three boys – David, William, and Philip. After suffering through numerous miscarriages Jean and Arnold adopted their daughters Jan and Carolyn.
They lived in Indiana, Pennsylvania, Wisconsin and then retired to Arizona where they
lived until Arnold’s death in 2003. In 2006 Jean moved to Minnesota be closer to her
daughters. She attended St. Odilia’s with her daughter, Jan Storms.
Jean was a woman of few words but she was a woman of great action. Throughout her
life Jean was a teacher. Her granddaughter Jodi said this “Grandma taught me how to cross stitch and crochet, and she
taught me patience as she ripped out my bad rows and had me redo them. She encouraged my art, from AP Art in high
school to baking cakes. She was the catalyst of my creativity.” She volunteered to teach refugees English. She was in quilt
groups and sewing groups at every church she attended, including St. Odilia.

Larry Carlson

September 25, 1938—January 13, 2022

Larry was born in 1938 in Stephen, Minnesota, to Mabel and Arthur Carlson. Shortly
thereafter, they relocated to the Hamline-Midway area of St. Paul, where he eventually
attended Murray High School. Dad lost his father to a heart ailment in 1950, leaving his
mother with the challenge of raising four kids alone, something that shaped his work ethic
for the rest of his life.
In 1958, barely out of high school, he married Joan Harveaux, and they moved to Roseville
to start a family. They had three children; Craig (Pamela), Steven (Jolene), and Mike
(Marie). He began his work career at Sperry Univac, before shifting over to Prudential
Insurance, where he spent the next 33 years.
Larry and Joan were part of the St. Odilia community, right from the beginning. From
celebrating Mass in gymnasiums elsewhere to the gymnasium at St. Odilia and eventually
to the sanctuary that exists today, they were regular attendees at Sunday Mass. When
mom tragically died of cancer in 2009, dad continued to go alone, until his health no longer allowed him to attend.
Larry loved camping and Minnesota’s lake country, and we spent most of our summer weekends near Alexandria, the
St. Croix River, and eventually a lake cabin that he had built on Crooked Lake, east of Brainerd. Larry and Joan loved
visitors to their lake place and most of his friends and family spent many happy times there, playing cards or horseshoes,
going for a ride in his pontoon boat, or sitting by the fire sharing stories.
Never content to be standing still, after Joan passed, Larry eventually purchased a home on a golf course in Bonita Springs
Florida, where he spent the last several winters.
Larry had been in declining health for several months, following a hip fracture last spring. On January 13, 2022, he finally
went to sleep for the last time, joining those who have gone before him in God’s kingdom. Besides his three children, he
leaves behind seven grandchildren, and seven great grandchildren.
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We remember and pray for those who have gone before us.

Joseph Lundblad

September 14, 1961—October 24, 2021

Joe was a 27 year resident of Shoreview's Lake Owasso Residence (AKA LOR), a home for more
than sixty people with physical and intellectual disabilities. While not actually a member of the
St. Odilia parish, he attended church services and other youth meetings there during his earlier
years at LOR due to the kindness of a LOR volunteer, Sharon Folland, who has taken many of
the residents to St. Odilia over the years.
A difficult birth left Joe with several problems that worsened with age, but he never com-

plained. He learned to read newspapers while young, followed his favorite TWINS team, spoke
up when necessary, had a great sense of humor, knew and loved popular music and the artists
and he questioned and remembered everything! He also collected baseball cards, tickets and
over a hundred DVDs of his favorite movies, memorizing them word for word. He made me
laugh when he once said "Dad, I collect things!!" (No kidding, Joe...I didn't realize!

)

Over the last several years Joe lost his eyesight, most of his hearing, his mobility and his quality of life. But still he never
complained and on October 24, 2021 he gave all he had left. He'd just turned sixty. Joe was a wonderful gift from God. He
gave our family and scores of others who loved him, more smiles, laughs, joy and appreciation than I (we!) could ever
possibly return. No words can express the sadness of his absence. But God was merciful and I know where he is and know
he is well and in perfect peace and joy with HIM, where we'll all be in time. I can wait, but am anxious. I smile a lot now

with sixty years of memories of my true and uncomplaining hero.

William Joseph Foley

~Lee Lundblad

January 4, 1926—December 28, 2021
William (Bill) passed away December 28, 2021, preceded in death by his loving wife
of 63 years, Mireille. He is survived by sons, Patrick and Francis (Judith),
grandchildren, Joseph, Jennifer and Michael; brother John (Kaye), numerous nieces
and nephews and friend, Deborah Foley.
Bill was raised on a farm in Eden Valley, Minnsota. He served in the Army in World
War II in Europe where he received two Purple Hears and a Bronze Star, reaching
the final rank of Staff Sergeant. He meet his wife while they both worked at the
Nuremberg Trials in Germany, where they married. They returned to Minnesota
where Bill worked at the US Postal Service for over 40 years, as a Railway Mail
Clerk on the train to Winnipeg and then at the MSP airport.

Bill had been a parishioner of St. Odilia since its founding when Mass was held at
Lake Owasso School. One of his sons was in the first graduating class of St. Odilia School. Bill volunteered at the parish
and Mireille knitted prayer shawls. They enjoyed attending the yearly Fall Festival. He was known to some of his
neighbors as “Farmer Bill” and liked to share his garden’s bounty with everyone. He especially seemed to like to see how
big he could grow his zucchini. He loved snowmobiling and deer hunting with his boys, and he became quite good at
carving bears out of felled tree trunks. He enjoyed spending time with his grandchildren and watching over them. He was
independent, very disciplined and, most of all, a kind person.
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We remember and pray for those who have gone before us.

Jacquelyn Mary Gurney

November 20, 1932—December 8, 2021

A descendant of Benjamin Gervais, one of the first settlers in the city of St. Paul,
Jackie was born on November 20, 1932 in St. Paul, MN. She grew up in St. Paul and
also lived with her Romanian grandparents at their home near Lake Johanna,
where she helped her grandmother tend the gardens and animals, and fished with
her grandfather.
Jackie graduated second in her class from Washington High School in 1950. She
worked at Mack Trucks as a bookkeeper in the main office on University Avenue,
where she met Edward Gurney, whom she married in 1953. Together for twentyeight and a half years, they had five wonderful children. They bought their first
house in Circle Pines, MN, and subsequently moved to a larger house in Shoreview
as their family grew.
Jackie was a stay-at-home mom for many years. She was a great cook – her family
has many fond memories of her fried chicken, bread, donuts, apple pie, and many other delicious dinners too numerous
to list. Every fall, she would enlist the help of her children to can tomatoes, corn, and pickles. Many vacations were spent

fishing and camping as a family at Father Hennepin State Park on Mille Lacs Lake. She often accompanied Ed on trips out
west, when he had business meetings, and toured Europe with her granddaughter Michelle in the early 90s. After her
children were grown, Jackie also helped raise four of her grandchildren, providing them with the same type of support
and love as she did for her own children.
In the mid-70s, Jackie worked at E.D. Williams Elementary School as the “playground lady”, supervising the kids during
recess. When her children grew older, she started work at 3M as a bookkeeper, where she worked until she retired. She
continued to live in her home in Shoreview after her husband died in 1982, eventually moving into Presbyterian Homes
Senior Living housing, first in Little Canada and then in Brooklyn Center.
She was preceded in death by her husband, Edward, her daughter, Mary (Larry), her mother, Mary, her father, Lloyd, her
brothers Robert and Joseph, and her grandparents, Jovan and Flora. Jackie is survived by her four children: Theresa
(Mary), Thomas (Bonnie), Catherine (Don), and Jacquelyn (Thomas); nine grandchildren: Michelle (Cory), Patricia, Nicci
(Robert), Torri (Jeremy), Emily (Chris), Jacob (Rebecca), Jennifer (Chris), Edward, and Scott; and 11 great-grandchildren:
Thomas, Robert, Donte, Carmela, Brianna, Nicholas, Grady, Grace, Stella, River, and Kendall.
On December 15, 2022, Jackie’s Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated by her family and friends with Father Tim
officiating at St. Odilia’s, where she had been a parishioner since the church was established in 1960. She is now resting in
peace next to her husband, Ed, at Fort Snelling Cemetery.
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We remember and pray for those who have gone before us.

Drew Alan Litecky

July 28, 1948—October 17, 2021

Parishioner Drew Alan Litecky, 73, passed away Sunday, October 17, 2021, surrounded by family.
Drew was born on July 28, 1948, to Paul and Bette Ann Litecky. Drew was the oldest of four
children and attended White Bear Lake High School, graduating in 1966. He attended drafting
school in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and later joined the army in 1968, serving in Germany. Drew was
honorably discharged in April of 1971 and married Linda Litecky on May 14, 1971. He and Linda
moved to Shoreview where they raised their children, Christopher, Brian and Meghan, in the

St. Odilia community and school. In 1980, he earned his business degree from the University of
Minnesota.
Drew was a passionate golfer and longtime member at Indian Hills Golf Club. He was also passionate about cooking, fishing, tending to his impeccable yard and garden and, especially, spending
time with Linda at his second home in Ft. Myers Beach, Florida. Later in life, they had many
adventures including trips to New Orleans, Gatlinburg, Tennessee, the Blue Ridge Mountains, and the Florida Keys.
Of all his passions, his role of father and grandpa ranked highest. Drew was a dedicated father and grandfather. He adored
his children and grandchildren, spending time as a coach and cheerleader at many sporting events and activities.
Drew is survived by his wife of 50 years, parishioner Linda Litecky, his children Christopher Litecky (Kelly), Meghan Litecky
(Josh Peter), Brian Litecky, seven grandchildren, siblings Janice Wittnebel, Richard Litecky (Elaine), and Susan Andre

(Richard) and many nieces, nephews and friends.

John Pierre Latourelle

January 1, 1963—January 4, 2022

John Pierre Latourelle was born to Jack and Betty Latourelle in Owatonna, Minnesota in Steele
County on January 1, 1963. He was the first “New Year Baby” that year being born at 2:30 a.m.
resulting in lots baby gifts but no tax deduction for the previous year!
John attended the Roseville Public Schools and graduated from Frank B. Kellogg High School in
1981, making friends along the way. He also had many neighborhood friends where John was
the gregarious informal leader of the troupe providing memories for many. John was formerly
married to Brenda Meyer and became a proud father to two sons: CJ and Dominick whom he
loved dearly.
John had many interests, including a lifelong passion of restoring cars, cooking, eating, woodworking and fixing old items. He had a talent for taking things apart and putting them back together better than ever,
whether it was a lamp, an engine or a tool. He was gifted with artistic abilities and passed his talents on to his sons.
He worked in various trucking and automotive-related industries in multiple roles until 2015 when he was diagnosed with
Guillain-Barre Syndrome (a rare disorder in which the body’s immune system attacks the body’s nerves). After this, John
became disabled, and his health continued to decline. He often referred to his being disabled as “my new normal”. John
unexpectedly passed away quietly at home on January 4, 2022. He is survived by his sons CJ and Dominick, loving
parents, Jack and Betty, brothers Dennis (Elfriede), Tom (Anne), nieces, nephews, aunts, uncles and many cousins. He
will be greatly missed by his family and friends, including his former in-laws, Chuck and Carol Meyer, who treated him like
a son. May we keep John’s spirit alive with the memories we share, and the stories we tell.
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We remember and pray for those who have gone before us.

August “Bud” Meyer

February 21, 1927—December 18,2021

Bud was born on February 21, 1927. He grew up on a farm in Clayton, Wisconsin
with two older brothers and an older sister. In high school, aside from working on
the farm, he loved to play sports—especially football which was his favorite.
After graduation, he went to Tulsa, Oklahoma, where he earned his pilot’s license
and graduated from the Spartan College of Aeronautics. Upon graduation, he

accepted a position with Northwest Airlines, but shortly afterward was drafted and
proudly served two years in the Army during the Korean War.
During his service, he was stationed at Fort Benning, Georgia, where he met and
married his wife, Barb. After his stint in the Army, Bud returned to Northwest
Airlines. True to his motto of, “family always comes first,” Bud chose to become a
mechanic—and eventually a Senior Foreman—rather than a pilot, so that he could
be home with his family. After 41 years of dedicated and distinguished service, he
retired from Northwest Airlines in 1990.
Bud and Barb lived in Roseville for the majority of their 69 years of marriage. They raised three children, Jack Meyer,
Tom (Julie) Meyer and Carol (Mike) Langer. They were blessed with five grandchildren and recently became great grandparents in August, 2021. Bud was an active father, coaching and cheering on his kids in all of their sports and activities
and continued to go to just about every activity that his grandchildren participated in.
Bud and Barb were charter members of St Odilia and he served the community as an usher and Eucharistic minister.
Throughout his life in Roseville, he was also a very active and appreciated electrician, plumber, home remodeler, auto
mechanic, and yard man for his family and neighbors.
Bud passed away on December 18, 2021, and will forever be loved and missed.

Blessed are they who mourn, for they will be comforted.
Matthew 5:4

29

Welcome New Parishioners!
December 2021 — February 2022
John and Stacy Nordstrom
Karsten Nordstrom

Dr. Chris and Dr. Alice Knoedler
Christopher Knoedler
Mary Knoedler
Greta Knoedler

Phil and Marcy Cabreana
Lucy Cabreana

Scott and Cari Dunnwald
Francisco and Adriana Rios Villasnor
Joe Dunnwald
Eden Rios
Olivia Dunnwald
Jazael Rios
Montserrat Rios
Chad and Megan Toft
Yareli Rios
Natalie Toft
Adnrea Rios
Brian and Jill Bostrom

Stephanie Klein

Mary Kill

Matt and Laura Edin
Liam Edin
Isla Edin
Mary Jo Czaplewski

Steve and Elisa Castano
Sergio Diaz
Roman Diaz
Estevan Castano
Emelia Brown
John and Laura Ristuben
Alyse Ristuben
Aidyn Ristuben

Robert and Caitlin Westlund
Oscar Westlund
Blair Westlund
Alex and Brittany Raymond

Sister Thomalla

Diane Berglund
Austin Larsen and Kelsey Burt

Jim and Sue Dussault

You can help us to reduce mailing costs!

Each winter, we have many pieces of mail returned from the post office for individuals who were “temporarily
away”. Each returned piece of mail costs St. Odilia first class postage rates even if it is mailed as third class
mail. If you have plans to be away for longer that one week during the colder months in Minnesota,
please take a few minutes to complete the form below and drop it into the collection
basket or mail it to:
St. Odilia Parish Office
3495 N. Victoria St., Shoreview, MN 55126
***Or you can e-mail this information to: bulletin@stodilia.org***

Do you have plans to be away?
Please select one option and provide your name and address information:
A) Please do not forward my mail: ________
Date leaving Minnesota: ___________ Date back in Minnesota: ___________
B) Please forward my mail:

_________

Date leaving Minnesota: ___________ Date back in Minnesota: ___________
Name:__________________________________________ Env. #________
Current Address: _______________________________________________________
City, State, Zip: ________________________________________________________
Winter Address: ________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip: __________________________________________

30

Are You Moving?
If you are moving we would like to know so we can keep our records current and our postage costs down.
Please fill out the form below and return it by dropping it into the collection basket at any Mass, or by
mailing it to: St. Odilia Parish Center Office, 3495 N. Victoria, Shoreview, MN 55126
Name: _______________________________________________________ Env. #: _______________
Old Address: __________________________________ City, State, Zip: ________________________
New Address: _________________________________ City, State, Zip: ________________________
Email Address: __________________________________________
New Phone (Include area code): _________________ Effective Date: ________________________
I/We will be staying in the parish:

Y ______ N ________

Newsletter Team:

Corporate Board Members:

Amy Etten, Mary Holmes and staff
consultants.

Most Rev. Bernard A. Hebda, Archbishop
Very Rev. Charles Lachowitzer, Vicar General
Rev. J. Erich Rutten, Vice President
Greg Gerlach, Trustee Treasurer
Mary Nussbaum, Trustee Secretary

The St. Odilia Messenger is a publication of the Catholic Community of St.
Odilia, 3495 North Victoria, Shoreview,
Minnesota, 55126. Each issue is distributed to registered parishioners.
To receive a copy, register by calling
651-484-6681.

651-291-4400
651-291-4430
651-484-6681

St. Odilia Parish Phone Numbers:
Parish Office
Parish Office Fax
School Office
Faith Formation Office
Faith Formation/Latino Ministry Fax

651-484-6681
651-484-0780
651-484-3364
651-415-3329
651-415-3321

The NEXT Newsletter Deadline: Please submit articles for the SUMMER issue of The Messenger
by Wednesday, May 11, 2022. They may be sent by email to messenger@stodilia.org or dropped at the
parish office. Electronic submissions are appreciated. Pictures (jpg files) are welcome but please describe
each photo with caption text if possible.

VISION AND MISSION
VISION
To joyfully live the Gospel by knowing, loving, and serving God and one another.
MISSION
We are a Catholic community of faith that welcomes every person to grow in holiness and draw
closer to Jesus Christ through…
 Worship and Evangelization
 Faith Formation and Education
 Works of Charity and Justice
… every day and at every stage of life.
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<Mailing Name>
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Reconciliation
Communal Service with Private Confessions
Tuesday, April 5 – 7:00 p.m.

Palm Sunday, April 9/10 Masses
5:00 p.m. Saturday
7:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m., and 1:00 p.m. in Spanish

Holy Thursday, April 14
7:30 a.m. – Triduum Morning Prayer
7:00 p.m. – Bilingual Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper

Good Friday, April 15
7:30 a.m. – Triduum Morning Prayer
3:00 p.m. – Traditional Stations of the Cross
5:00 p.m.—Celebration of the Lord’s Passion (English)
7:30 p.m. – Celebration of the Lord’s Passion (Spanish)

Holy Saturday, April 16
8:00 a.m. – Triduum Morning Prayer
8:00 p.m. – Easter Vigil

Private Confessions (no communal service)
All Saturdays at 9:00 a.m. except April 16
Saturday April 9—9:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m.
Wednesday, March 9—April 13—5:30 p.m.

Easter Sunday, April 17
7:30 a.m. – Mass (church)
9:00 a.m. – Masses (church and gym)
11:00 a.m. – Mass (church)
1:00 p.m. Mass in Spanish (church)

