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from our Parochial Vicar
Fr. Tim Tran
Dearest family and friends of St. Odilia,
“My soul magnifies the greatness of the Lord. My spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for He
has looked with favor on His lowly servant” (Lk 1:46-48).
It is in May that I write this letter and as it is the month of Mary, the thought that
continues to resurface is one that is in tune with the heart of our Blessed Mother, one of gratitude and thanksgiving. I am
so grateful to God for calling me to be His priest and for orchestrating the beginning of my ministry here at St. Odilia.
Wise mentor priests have told me that in the lifetime of a priest we receive many assignments and embark on many
adventures. While the memories and relationships formed will forever be a part of his heart, there is a special place
reserved for his first parish.
I have been blessed with the opportunity to serve alongside both Fr. Rask and Fr. Erich. The various gifts and talents they
bring to their priesthood and their love for the people of God and His Church has continued to form me and shaped the
beginnings of my own priestly ministry. God, the divine author of all creation, writes the best stories. I cannot help but
see the relationship between God’s providence and the unique bond of priestly fraternity I have received with them as
my brothers here at my first assignment. In the final chapter of the Book of Revelation we hear the Lord saying, “I am the
Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end” (Rev 22:13). I was the last associate of Fr. Rask
before his retirement and the first associate of Fr. Erich as a pastor. This is a cherished detail written into the plot that I
will return to often in prayer.
I have been blessed also to serve and work alongside so many dedicated staff, teachers, personnel, and volunteers at
St. Odilia from both English and Spanish speaking communities, not to mention the blessing of meeting and getting to
know so many of you who welcomed me to be a part of your family. Each person has contributed to my growth by
sharing of their faith, wisdom, and experience. We are all members of the Body of Christ and we all work in His one vineyard. It has become evident to me how essential the collaboration among all of us whether priests, religious or laity, to
accomplish the one mission of the Church – to proclaim the Gospel for the salvation of souls – to “make disciples of all
nations baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit” (Mt 28:19).
I take away so many lessons and bring along with me so many treasured memories of ministry. Thank you from the
bottom of my heart! As I begin a new chapter and embark on a new journey at my next assignment in St. Stephen’s in
Anoka and the Eucharistic Revival, I simply ask that you keep me in your prayers as you will be in mine. Another word for
gratitude and thanksgiving is indeed Eucharist – the source and fount of our life. We will meet again in every celebration
of the Holy Mass where as the Mystical Body of Christ, we are united in Jesus’ one priestly offering of sacrifice and praise
to the Father through the Holy Spirit. May the Blessed Virgin Mary, our mother and Mother of the Church and Mother of
the Eucharist, pray for us.

In Christ through Mary,
Fr. Tim Tran
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This year the St. Odilia Endowment Fund celebrates its
35th Anniversary!
In 1987, the Catholic Community of St. Odilia was selected by the
Archdiocese as one of six parishes to establish a permanent endowment
fund to provide a sustainable source of income for the parish community.
Now valued at over three million, the St Odilia Endowment Fund has
generated more than one million in distributions that support and
enhance the ministries of St. Odilia Church and School.

The most recent endowment fund distributions have funded the following projects:


Lyngblomsten Program for Dementia



Remote Speakers in Parish Office



Move Audio Mixer and Projection Computers 

Connor Anderson School Scholarships



Sound System Speakers in Church



Just Faith Racial Justice Programming



LED Lights



Holy Hammers



Courtyard Kitchen Ice Maker



Respect Life: Women’s Care Center



Mesas Technology and Synod Hospitality



Parishioner Welcome Events



Faith Formation Scholarships





Community Garden

School Curriculum Upgrades – History/
Geography

Community Garden funded by an Endowment
Fund Grant requested from the Pastoral Care
Council

Installation of the new sound speaker in
the worship space, March 2022.

As we celebrate this milestone, we invite you to learn
more. See how your participation could make a meaningful difference for the Catholic Community of St. Odilia.
For information, please call 651 415-3350 or email
endowmentfund@stodilia.org
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Summer-Time Stewardship
Every year during our Stewardship Renewal, we invite people to financially support the mission of St. Odilia. The reason
why we do it is not to put pressure on people. Its to encourage people to move from spectators to participants in the
mission and vision of St. Odilia Church. We are SO GRATEFUL for all the things your gifts allow us to do!
Often during the summer, we see changes in church giving. There is a lot of stuff going on and routines are changed. Folks
are out of town and people forget. Still your decision to give regularly is important. Recurring givers are the backbone of
our parish’s finances. We count on these contributions to plan the budget, stay afloat if giving slows down, and plan for
new ministries, purchases, and positions.
If you’ve fallen behind with your annual pledge or know that you may not have the opportunity sometimes to drop your
contribution in the basket at Mass, we encourage you to set up your giving automatically. Online Giving is secure,
convenient and easy for both the parishioner and the Church:

Parishioner Benefits:
 Secure and confidential. Adheres to banking security
standards.
 Efficient. Set up direct withdrawals from your
checking, savings account or a credit card.
 Flexible. Set-up recurring or one-time gifts.
 Simple. Start, stop and change your contributions at
any time.
 Convenient. No need to write a check or have cash
available.
 Remote flexibility. Make donations via your phone,
smart device or computer.

Church Benefits:
 Stabilize Contributions. Regularly scheduled gifts
occur automatically. Allows church to effectively manage monthly expenses.
 Efficient. Participation saves time and expense in bookkeeping.
 Secure and Confidential. No need to store parishioner account information.
 Current. A tool for people who prefer to use electronic services.
We invite you to continue giving this summer as we offer Vacation Bible School, youth camp opportunities,
and multiple worship opportunities. To make an online gift, visit our website at www.stodilia.org and click
on the “Give Online” tab, or use your phone’s camera to scan the QR Code
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Stewardship
Greet & Gather

WELCOME NEW PARISHIONERS!
On Sunday, April 24, 2022, Fr. Erich and the St. Odilia
Stewardship Council hosted a Pizza Party for new
parishioners who joined St. Odilia during the pandemic.
Over 70 guests ranging in age from 10 months to 77
years, were treated to an informal afternoon of good
food and fellowship.
The event served as an opportunity to visit with fellow
parishioners, St. Odilia staff, and members of our
Ministry Area Councils. Guests learned more of what
St. Odilia is all about. Information was provided about
upcoming events and the many ministry areas in which
people can become involved. It was a fun afternoon for
the whole family.
Our New Member Welcome ministry greets and engages St. Odilia’s newest parishioners and helps them to find ways to
get involved. If you would like to join this important ministry group, please contact michaels@stodilia.org.
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St. Odilia School and Preschool
Welcome to our New Principal, Sandy Kane
I am pleased to announce that Sandy Kane will assume the role of principal on July 1, 2022.
Sandy earned her undergraduate degree from the University of St. Thomas and completed her
master’s degree and administrative licensure program through St. Mary’s University. Sandy
has spent her 21-year career in Catholic education and has spent the last 12 years in administration. She is currently the Principal at Holy Spirit and was previously the Assistant Principal
at Nativity of Our Lord for many years. Additionally, Sandy has taught middle school math and
fifth grade.
Sandy is a well-respected, faith-filled Catholic school leader who will continue our longstanding tradition of helping to guide the St. Odilia students to “develop the talents God has given them to grow to

be wise, confident, caring individuals.” One of her greatest strengths is building positive and trusting relationships
between students, parents, faculty and staff, and other parish and community stakeholders. We are confident her
experience in a large Catholic school will help her with her transition to St. Odilia, and Sandy looks forward to joyfully
beginning the 2022-2023 academic year here as our new principal. She anticipates meeting you later this summer.
I wish to thank the Principal Search Committee for their participation and consultation for the selection of a principal. I
was impressed by the professional, educational, and mission-driven experiences they brought to this process. Their
concern for the future of the St. Odilia community was exceptional and shown in so many ways throughout the search
process. I am grateful for their willingness to serve and their commitment to Catholic education and St. Odilia Catholic
School.
Please join me in thanking the Holy Spirit for guiding us through the process, providing talented individuals to be

involved in the process and guiding those who applied for the position.
God bless,
Father Erich Rutten, pastor

Middle School 6th and 7th Grade Openings Still Available for 2022-2023
At St. Odilia we educate the whole child; spiritually, academically, emotionally, socially, and physically.
We create an environment where middle school students can grow in their faith and become
the moral scholars that will lead tomorrow's world. Middle school classes are departmentalized,

with students changing classes for all eight periods. Religion, language arts, math, literature,
science, and social studies are a part of the core curriculum; students also receive instruction in
art, physical education, Spanish and health. We also offer advanced classes in math, literature,
and language arts.
In addition, Catholic students in eighth grade are provided the opportunity to receive the
sacrament of Confirmation before they graduate from our school. Middle school students have
the opportunity to nurture their growth through a variety of extra-curricular activities. These
experiences help them gain leadership skills, teach the values of hard work, and help build
personal confidence and self-esteem.
Contact admissions@stodilia.org or call 651-415-3310 to learn more.
6

St. Odilia School
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St. Odilia School and Preschool

On the evening of Saturday, April 9, we held our 10th annual BLOOM event at the Dellwood Country Club! It was
well- attended by over 280 very generous people. This year’s event was highly successful. This large fundraiser used
sponsorships, donations for silent and live auction, bidders and winners, donations for Fund a Need, and Week of
Wishes, to raise money for St. Odilia School. Together, we have set a new record this year, raising over $210,000!
St. Odilia has an amazing community that consistently shows commitment to all of the students and families by giving
time, talent and treasure. All of these gifts benefit the children and every dollar raised at BLOOM goes directly to the
school. Thank you to all of you for your support and generosity. YOU are making a difference!

Food Truck Wednesdays this Summer!

Stay connected with the St. Odilia community all summer long by joining us for a weekly food truck night!
This series kicked off on June 1 with an End of Year Bash! Each week following, we will have 2 entrée trucks and one
dessert truck in our lot (by the playground). Come to eat, connect with friends, and meet new ones while the kids
partake in the fun and games — inflatable axe throwing, yard games, and a temporary tattoo station! The soccer field,
basketball court, playground, and Gaga ball pits will be open too!
The final Food Truck Wednesday will actually be on Thursday, September 1 following Prep for School Day.
This is a school sponsored event for the entire St. Odilia community
and surrounding neighbors! Everyone is welcome!
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Fall Festival
By Trish Brokman, Fall Festival Chair

SAVE the DATE: Weekend after Labor Day
SEPTEMBER 9—11, 2022
The Fall Festival #53 planning process has begun. Here’s the scoop...


Back Yard Band plays Friday, September 9. Get your groove on!



Tacos and Sweet Corn returns. YUM!! The Latino community will be preparing
and selling their famous tacos and sweetcorn. YEA!! Excitement all around.



Petting Zoo is Back. A FAVORITE among the young and older generations.
Live animals on Sunday only!



Gift Cards Needed NOW! Buy local so our basket bidders can shop local.
Purchase and donate gift cards to supplement our baskets now! We will use
some to shop for needed silent auction items. Drop off in the office.



Candy Shoppe Game wants to make a come-back! A team of leaders are
needed. Could that be you and your friends or family members? Share in the
joy of helping kids and adults win candy!



Raffle Team Members Needed! Seeking two-four individuals who can organize
raffle pickup after Masses (mid-July through mi-d August) and another team
that can organize the raffle delivery process the last two weeks in August. The
Raffle Prize money has been secured! Win up to $10,000!



Entertainers and Performers Needed! Bless us with your gifts Saturday and
Sunday. Contact Julie at jqkiernan@gmail.com to make sure she reserves a spot
for you! (See flyer on next page for details.)

What can you do NOW?









Start setting aside your cherry tree and kids game prizes! (Deliver after July 4)
Pack up your used books, games, puzzles, CDs and DVDs. (Deliver after July 4)
Plant three extra rows of garden produce just for the farmer’s market.
Set aside big-ticket items for the LIVE Auction.
Purchase and drop off gift cards from local businesses.
Sponsor a game, event or raffle tickets. Call the parish office for details!
Join the Leadership Team!
Watch the bulletin and Community Connection e-News all summer long for
updates.

If you would like someone to reach out to you,
send us an email:
fallfestival@stodilia.org
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Fall Festival 2022
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Fall Festival 2022
Fall Festival Live Auction items needed!
What kind of items you ask?
Cars * Boats * Antiques * Fine Furniture * Wood tables *
Sports equipment * Newer flat panel TVs * Snowmobiles *
Patio Furniture * Lawn equipment * Small tools, power and hand tools *
Bicycles * Lawn mowers * Grills * Snow blowers * Garden goods *
Small kitchen appliances * Children’s toys *



All items must be fully operational and
in good working condition!


If you are unsure about an item,
please call Jerry 763-785-2695

Please Note!
Items we no longer can accept for various reasons are:
Computers, monitors, printers, old TV’s, pianos, office furniture-files and office desks,
large sofas, exercise equipment, bed frames & mattresses, cribs, car seats, cradles,
entertainment centers, large bookcases, large appliances.
These charities, may take some of the items we cannot accept:
Habitat for Humanity Restore, Bridging & Salvation Army.



If you have a question about an item, please
call Jerry before dropping it off!



Auction container located in the west parking
lot, open Saturday & Sunday 9-12, starting
Saturday, August 21.

During the week you can get a key from the parish office
8:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. Monday trough Thursday, and Friday 8:00 a.m. – noon.
Limited pickups are available on Wednesday evenings, beginning August 18.
To schedule a pickup, please call Jerry Ruhland 763-785-2694.
11

Faith Formation
The Light Of Christ—First Holy Communion at St. Odilia
During the rehearsal and prayer service on April 29, 2022, the First
Communicants prepared to receive their First Eucharist. As families, they
also participated in a candle prayer service with their children to prepare
their hearts to receive Jesus.

Please pray for the 80 children who received Holy First Eucharist during the
months of April and May, 2022.
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Faith Formation
We welcomed our Newest Members to the
Catholic Faith at the Easter Vigil Mass
on April 16, 2022
Those received into the Church celebrating sacraments of initiation at the Easter Vigil having completed
the RCIA Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults/Children and RICA Rito de Inciacion Cristiana para Adultos
Full Initiation:
Ashley Aguilar Perez, Evelyn Aspinwall, Alexander Brosseau, Julian Alvarado, Ketzia Flores Garcia, Leonardo Flores
Garcia, Winter Johannson, Alexander Larson, Anthony Lovato, Brianna Melendez Perez, Rubie Melendez Perez, Angel
Ortiz Arenas, Lupita Quito Bautista, Greyson Srynsky, Blake Stangler, Hailey Tellez Garcia, Dylan Torres Ortiz, Melanie
Torres Ortiz, Ryan Tully, Walter Tuttle – All were newly-baptized and celebrated the Sacrament of Confirmation and
joined us at the table of the Eucharist.
Reception into the Full Communion of the Catholic Church:
Krista Klein and Kelsey Mortenson, baptized Christians who professed the Catholic faith and celebrated the
Sacraments of Confirmation and Eucharist with us.
Completion of Christian Initiation:
Kelsey Burt, Rosa Chimborazo Montero, Shay Mortineau and Brigid Tully, Catholics who completed their Christian
initiation by celebrating the Sacrament of Confirmation.
Great thanks to our generous volunteers, Carolos Urrutia and Alberto Rojas, who weekly share their faith, give
presentations, and mentor our candidates. They have greatly given of their time and energy as an ongoing part of the
RCIA process.

We rejoice with our new members, pray for them as they continue their faith journey, and
thank God for their presence in our midst.
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Faith Formation
Lectio Prayer Series
Led by Erin Werneke, Faith Formation Department
Ten pilgrims traveled together on a prayer journey on Monday afternoons during Lent. We dove deeply into the
method of Lectio Divina by taking apart Guigo's ladder and learning to pray more profoundly with our Lord.
The steps of our journey helped us slow down when we read the Word of God, meditate on and respond to what He
spoke to our hearts, and then contemplate and rest in the presence of our Lord. However, these steps could not be
complete without resolving to take action after this prayer time; even small acts done with great love are meaningful.
Here are some quotes about the experience of some of our pilgrims:


"[I liked the] discussion time." - Louise Johnson



"I liked being with other Catholics talking about prayer. Erin did a very good job leading the group. Thank you!"
- Diane Helander



"Sharing our love for Jesus together. Studying and reading the scriptures together. Growing more deeply in prayer
with others." - Kathleen Littfin



"[I liked the] presentation and group discussion." - Jean Medek

Thank you to our Catechists & Seminarians
We give thanks to God for all the catechists who gave their time and talent this year. They

stepped boldly into the sea of the unknown with the end of the pandemic and new Faith
Formation staff and curriculum.
Most especially, thank you to the seminarians who gained pastoral and teaching experience
by sharing their faith with our confirmation students.
Please pray for Derek Damasco, Elias Budke, Martin Gawarecki, and Brandon Amburn
(pictured to the right) as they continue to discern their priestly vocation.

Please pray for our youth who received the Sacrament of Confirmation on Monday, June 6, at the Cathedral of St. Paul.

Confirmation is...


A Sacrament of initiation; it is linked directly to Baptism and Eucharist



A strengthening of


the gifts of the Holy Spirit.

 our capacity and desire to witness our faith.
 our relationship with the Church universal, local, and parish.

Through this strengthening, we are more firmly bound to Christ and are consecrated as
witnesses to his love.
“The Sacrament of Confirmation strengthens the Baptized and obliges them more firmly to be witnesses of Christ by word
and deeds and to spread and defend the Faith. It imprints a character, and enriched by the gift of the Holy Spirit, the
Baptized continues on the path of Christian initiation, and binds them more perfectly to the Church.” Code of Canon Law, 879
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“Fishing Season” Opener: Casas Abiertas
“Hook, line and sinker.” Summer has begun here in
Minnesota and eager anglers will take to the 10,000
lakes found in our “North Star State”. While many are
heading to the docks there is one thing here at St. Odilia
that has been on the docket every summer for the past
three years. The “Fishing Season Opener” is about the
begin and preparations for Casas Abiertas is well underway. The evangelization initiative introduced to our
parish Latino community via our newest Auxiliary Bishop
Joseph Williams certainly has hooked our leaders in

such a way that those who had been “caught” are now
the ones going out to cast their nets into the deep.
For those who might not be familiar, Casas Abiertas is
an evangelization initiative meant to be a response to
Christ’s great commission at the end of Matthew’s
Gospel to “Go out into the world and make disciples.”
The method is the same as when the Lord invited the
first disciples to become “fishers of men”. For seven
weeks teams of evangelizers will go out to people’s
homes giving testimony to Christ in their life, breaking open the Word by sharing the Gospel, and singing

praises to God. The mission? To invite those who have not yet heard the Gospel or those who have been estranged from
the Church to enter into the sheepfold of Christ, the community of believers that is the Catholic Church and more
specifically our community here at St. Odilia.
What we have been and are doing here with
Casas Abiertas is exactly what Archbishop
Hebda has highlighted as the first of three focus
areas for our Archdiocesan Synod: Forming
parishes that are in the service of evangelization. The proof is in the “fish” that have been
caught and the “sheep” that have returned. The
consolation is in Christ’s promise to “Lower
your nets for a catch.”
Let us pray for this “Fishing
Season” of Casas Abiertas and
for the outpouring of the Holy
Spirit via this initiative upon our
entire St. Odilia parish.
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Palm Weaving
Palm Sunday commemorates Jesus’ entrance into Jerusalem, when
he rode into the city on a donkey and crowds welcomed him by
waving and laying date palm fronds in his path.
For Catholics, the holy day marks the end of the solemn, 40-day
season of Lent and the beginning of Holy Week, in which we
remember Jesus’ last supper and his crucifixion and culminate the
observances by celebrating his resurrection on Easter Sunday.
This year we were grateful that we had a wonderful
crowd of volunteers who taught many how to make

beautiful crosses. They all bended, folded, and braid the
pliable fronds, weaving the longest, thickest palms into
large crosses made up of patterns that resemble hair
braids.
We hope to continue to grow this ministry area and offer
an opportunity to teach others who have expressed an
interest in learning how to weave palms in the coming
years.

St. Odilia Vacation Bible School 2022

Experience God's Monumental Love
Do you see it? Look up! God’s beauty is all around. Can you hear it? Be still! You can hear God’s voice in the quietness of
your heart. Do you feel it? Pay attention! God’s love is all around you.
July 11-15, 2022
9:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. for children entering Kindergarten through 5th grade
$50/child—includes a CD & t-shirt, $150 max per family

Register Here
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Faith Formation
Infusing outdoor adventures with Theology of the Body insight

idretreats.org/why-outdoors
612-788-9044
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St. Odilia Synod and What We Learned
Results ask for more small groups, community, and faith building experiences
Many of you participated and are familiar with the Synod Small Group consultation which took place at St. Odilia last
fall. The video formation, prayer, and discussion time allowed for unpacking what our local parish, as well as our
diocese, can do to respond to the three focus areas of the synod. These three focus areas, a fruit of the parish listening
sessions, are the 3 areas that were repeatedly expressed as priorities for our disease. From these priorities, individuals
at the parish had the opportunity to respond to what their greatest needs were and how to best address the focus areas
in their own parish. At the six small group consultation sessions, we averaged between 65-80 individuals, totaling 435
submissions with more than 1000 data points on how the Catholic Community of St. Odilia can respond to the needs of
the parish. Here is a breakdown and summary of our parish’s responses and some of the ways we plan to implement
your feedback.

One response which clearly made its way to the top and had repeated
submission in all three focus areas was the desire for small groups. Time and
time again the desire for small groups was expressed, especially in the focus
area number one on forming parishes at the service of Evangelization. In this
first focus area, out of 8 different options, one third of the responses requested more small group opportunities for our parish. The second focus area on
forming missionary disciples who know Jesus’ love and respond to his call had
many votes in small groups, as well as in hospitality and social events, and
opportunities for service and charity. Lastly, focus area number three on
forming youth and young adults had its top submissions in community/parish

life, faith building events and experiences, and empowering parents as primary educators of their children. To simplify all the gathered data, we grouped
the top submissions in each area into 5 overarching categories: community
building, service and charity, retreats and faith building experiences, small
groups, and formation. See the chart for the detailed breakdown:

What is our next step?
Our first step will be to implement a system for sustainable small group ministry. This will be done in collaboration with an organization called Reachmore
which gives our staff the tools to form leaders in the parish with practical training and resources for effective small group
ministry. We will need many lay leaders in order to make this possible, so if this is something that interests you in any
degree, or if you would like to learn more, please reach out to Gizella (Gizzy) Miko. She would love to meet with you and
hear what your desires are for small group ministry, and how you can be a part of the process.
From here, we will continue to look at how we can more fully respond to the other top areas of the synod, and as we
continue to discern how to respond to these needs we ask for your continued leadership and prayers for future initiatives. Together we can respond to the voice of the Holy Spirit speaking through our community and continue to make St.
Odilia a Catholic Community of active, vibrant, faith-filled disciples of Jesus Christ.

Please contact Gizella Miko miko@stodilia.org if you are interested in being a part
of small group ministry.
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St. Odilia Special Religious Education
St. Odilia Sp.R.Ed. Program Looks forward to the 2022-2023 Year
By Jon Heyer, Sp.R.Ed. Coordinator
It has truly been a blessing to me to work with the Sp.R.Ed.By program here at St. Odilia. I am excited for the program to
start up again in September, 2022. Our first session will be September 27. We have 40-50 participants in this opportunity
for special education adults.
Our evenings begin with some singing of simple worship songs, followed by a short teaching, based on a story from
scripture. We then have a couple of craft projects fitting the theme of the evening. After a snack, we close with song and
prayer. Our participants witness strong faith in Jesus, and always are eager to pray for friends, family, and each
other’s personal needs.
We have a wonderful group of committed volunteers who help with this ministry. If you would like to join our team, or
know of someone who would benefit from this program, please send me an e-mail at: heyer@stodilia.org.

19

Pastoral Care
St. Odilia Bereavement Ministry: A Walk Beside the Grieving
Dealing with the loss of a loved one is undoubtedly one of the most difficult journeys each of us will face during our
earthly pilgrimage. Yet we are reassured by passages, such as the beatitudes, which promise this journey need not be
one we travel alone: Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.
Helping to provide this comfort, at least in some small way, is the work of ten or so volunteers who make up the Bereavement Ministry at St. Odilia. Some members of the ministry have been with it since its inception, while others are
still quite new. Their reasons for joining are varied. States one longtime volunteer “We had lost a son at age 22 and I
felt I might be able to identify somewhat with some of the feelings related to losing a loved one.” Another had recently
lost a brother after many years of illness and felt called to “give back” to support others also experiencing a significant

loss. Some, like another longtime volunteer joined simply because she was asked. “I really don’t know why, but I said
yes.”
Although in existence since about 2014, this ministry remains little known to many in the parish as most of the work of
this group goes on “behind the scenes.” It all starts when the ministry’s coordinator receives a list of all funerals which
took place at St. Odilia the previous month. The names are split up between one or two members of the group who
then reach out by telephone to a designated contact person for the deceased. Typically it is a relative – a husband or
wife, son or daughter or mother or father.
The purpose of the call is simply to connect with the grieving to offer condolences for their loss, let them know that
St. Odilia is keeping them in our prayers, and to offer resources or additional support for any particular needs the

bereaved may be experiencing. Following this call, the same volunteer then sends out a card to the bereaved at six
months and again at one year following the passing of their loved one to honor their loss and let them know we
continue to hold them in prayer.
Many volunteers find the vast majority of those they reach out to are unaware such a ministry exists at St Odilia, but
are also very thankful and grateful for the contact. Every once in a while though someone will come forth and share
specifically what a profound impact this outreach made on their life and grieving process. Not long ago, Deacon Jim
received a powerful phone message from a longtime member of the parish who had just received a bereavement
ministry card commemorating the one year anniversary of the loss of her son. “This has been the hardest year of my
life,” she said. She shared how “deeply appreciative” she was upon receiving the beautiful card which was so personal
and so meaningful. “It did a lot,” she added, “to soothe and comfort me in this time of remembrance.”
The graces of this ministry extend beyond those grieving to the volunteers as well. One volunteer talks about a
connection she formed over time after making that first outreach call to a mother who lost a son. Now when she sees
this woman, she always asks how she and her other children are doing, and also mentions the son she lost by name. “It
means a lot to her to hear his name still being said. “
Another volunteer finds the In Remembrance Service held twice a year at St Odilia to be a particularly valuable extension of this ministry. “They are so respectfully done and it honors each individual who is being mourned. I think those
present feel a connection knowing they are not alone.”
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St. Odilia Bereavement Ministry: A Walk Beside the Grieving

pg 2.

Mixed with the many blessings can be a few challenges for the volunteers. A common source of discomfort can be just
making that first call to the contacts they’ve been assigned. Explains one experienced volunteer, “It’s challenging getting
that first call done, but once I make it, it just lights God’s fire under me and I can’t wait to do the rest of the calls.”
Another equally experienced volunteer shared “I usually pray to the Holy Spirit to put the right words into my mouth that
will bring comfort to the person.”
In the end, being connected with this ministry all comes down to these words shared by a volunteer who has made outreach to many of our grieving brothers and sisters over the years: “Everyone I talk with gives me the gift of being Jesus to
them.”

The Donation Bins—Fulfilling the Needs of our larger Community
In 2020, the Archdiocese of St. Paul/Minneapolis launched the
Drexel Mission Schools initiative. This collaboration between the
Archdiocese, individuals and foundations supports designated
urban schools with funds and program opportunities to reduce
the achievement gap and provide academic improvement.
Schools in this group have enrollment of at least 100 students,
50% of students from communities of color and 50% or more of
the student body eligible for free or reduced lunches, an indicator
of low income.
Last summer we collected school supplies for St. Jerome School in
Maplewood and Risen Christ School in Minneapolis. This year we
have identified three schools to support: St. Peter Claver, St. Paul (Fr. Erich’s former parish); Immaculate Conception,
Columbia Heights (Fr. James Peterson, pastor; formerly our associate pastor); and Community of Saints, West St. Paul.
In addition, last year we were able to provide some supplies for our Latino community Faith Formation students.
A list of specific school supplies will be published in the e-news and bulletin starting in July, but in general the schools
need standard #2 pencils, colored pencils, colored markers, crayons, spiral notebooks (single subject, wide ruled), glue
sticks, and folders. During July and August only please drop off school supplies in the donation bins at the north
entrance to church. Your generous support of the students, families and teachers from these schools is very much
appreciated!
“The fact is, we cannot provide all that our children need. So it is especially kind that you and the Catholic Community of
St. Odilia have decided to gift them with the donation of (school) supplies.. On behalf of the children of Risen Christ
Catholic School, thank you for supporting them and the work they do. We are very grateful for your thoughtfulness.”
In May, 2022 In our continuing mission to support those in need, the Pastoral Care Council is also collecting items for
“Welcome Home” baskets for St. Stephen’s Human Services/House of Charity- Newly named Agate Housing and
Services during May. These baskets will help provide essential household items for individuals and families moving
out of homelessness.
In June, 2022, the collection will be toiletry/hygiene items (both travel and full size) for Joseph’s Coat, in St. Paul.
Please see the bulletin or e-news for specific lists of items requested. As always we are humbled by the generosity of
the St. Odilia Community.
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Pastoral Care
“God Almighty first planted a garden. And indeed, it is the purest
of human pleasures.” ~ Francis Bacon (1625)
The Pastoral Care Council is excited to announce the St. Odilia
Community Garden will soon be growing vegetables to share with our
community. It is located on the west side of the school parking lot. We
want to involve all ethnic groups in the planting and maintenance of the
garden. Please contact Deacon Jim if you would like to get involved. Stop
by and take a look!

All things
grow with
love.
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Respect Life Committee
On May 25, the Respect Life Committee hosted a timely presentation entitled, Roe v. Wade Overturned?! What
Happens Now?. Our speakers, Teresa Collett J.D., professor at the University of St. Thomas School of Law, and Angela
Franey, Executive Director of Abria Pregnancy Resources, addressed the possible outcomes of the Dobbs v. Jackson
Women’s Health case.
The Dobbs decision is arguably the most consequential abortion case in generations. It has vast ramifications in the
realms of law and policy and, most significantly, on the lives of unborn children and their mothers.
A leaked draft of the opinion suggested that Roe would be overturned, thereby shifting the debate from the Supreme
Court to the States. This is a monumental moment for pro-lifers. And while we can acknowledge nearly 50 years of
tireless and relentless advocacy to gain protection for human life and to challenge the Supreme Court decision that
legalized abortion, we must consider this not to be the finish line, but only a new, post-Roe beginning.

We, as faithful Catholics, must consider our path forward—pressing both for legal protection for the unborn in
Minnesota and for increased services and resources for mothers and children in need.
St. Odilia has been a mainstay
of support for pregnancy
centers, specifically Birthright
and the Women’s Life Care
Center. However, these are
challenging times; we need to
increase our efforts.
bring

Please

donations, especially

diapers and formula, to the
crib at the back of church.

Attendees at the May 25 event Roe v Wade Overturned?! What Happens Next?
sponsored by the Respect Life Committee

St. Odilia Parish App
We are excited about a new and easy way to stay connected, inspire
and communicate with the use of an app created specifically for our
parish. This new app will be a great resource for you by providing daily
Mass readings, Catholic news and prayers, convenient prayer and
confession reminders, information on groups within our parish, our
bulletins and much more.
Download on your phone by texting ‘App’
to phone number 55321
Stop in the Parish office with your phone if you would like
assistance downloading & using the app.
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St. Odilia Council of Catholic Women
The current season for CCW ends on June 30, 2022. Since the last update we
have held a Jewelry/Craft sale in March and our annual Palm Sunday Bake/
Craft sale in April. The participation in our sales events was very strong this
season.
CCW extends a special “thank you” to Fr. Erich and Fr. Tim for their support of
CCW!
We appreciate our members and all volunteers, the quilter/crafter group who
work year-round, the Scouts, the office staff and facilities support to help
make our events happen. Last, but certainly not least, is the support we receive from the members of our parish and the local community that come to

shop at our sales!!! Without your support, we could not help to meet needs
of our parish and our mission community. Your support allows us to fulfill
one part of our CCW Mission Statement, that being of service to others.
We appreciate all of you!

Quilter/Crafter Donations Update:
You may not know that the CCW Crafter group meets weekly, with some exceptions. In addition to the items that are
offered for sale at our events, they also handcraft items that are donated to various needs in our local senior
community, schools, Appalachia, and Birthright, to name a few.
The picture provided here is a homemade thank you card signed
by the kids at Bruce Vento School in appreciation for mittens that
were donated by the Crafter group!
The community is so grateful for these donations as there are so
many in need.
As our season has not ended just yet, we will provide more
information on our financial and handmade donations in the next
issue of the Messenger.

Membership: Want to Join?
CCW welcomes women who may be interested in joining The
St. Odilia Council of Catholic Women or become part of the CCW

Crafters.
Please contact Cathy Healy, President, at:
cathy.healy51@gmail.com for information or check
out the St. Odilia website (www.stodilia.org). Click on
Get Involved tab & then on St. Odilia CCW for more information.
As we get closer to our next season this fall, information will be
provided through the parish bulletin, e-news, website, and
registration forms and an event booklet will be mailed to members. So, stay tuned!
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Find Your Calling with the Scouts!
Did you know at St. Odilia we have a great tradition of BSA Scouting! From exploring nature to living our values as
scouts, our Troop and Pack offer youth (boys and girls) the opportunity to become their best selves! BSA scouts of all
ages learn about core values, how to live their faith and how to serve
and lead in their community. They also learn life skills including how to
collaborate, problem solve, and communicate with others in their
group.
In March (scouts ages 5-10) and Troop (scouts ages 11-17) joined
together in a service project with St. Odilia school for Ralph Reeder Food
Shelf. The scouts in the Bear Den planned and executed the food drive
collecting over 260 lbs. of non-perishable food for families and children Pack 9726 St. Odilia Girls Troop joining the food
in our local area. In addition, the St. Odilia Troop had over 35 scouts drive for Yemen at Feed my Starving Children
and other family members volunteer their time and energy in March to
pack food for “Feed my Starving Children.”
Want to get involved in Service? Serving together is a great way to get
involved with scouting. And there are many opportunities throughout
the year to get involved. In July, the Troop and Pack will walk in the
Slice of Shoreview Parade. Join the fun and pass out flyers and candy or
carry a flag! Or sign up to volunteer at scout stations at the St. Odilia
Fall Festival. Stay tuned for sign ups and details in August!
Want to join the fun? For younger youth (K-5) attend a Pack meeting or

Wolf Den receiving the “Child of the Light”
Religious Emblem

event such as “Catch the Fun Fishing” which will be happening at the
end of June at Lake Josephine. Poles and tackle will be available for
those new to fishing. Or join the Scouts for a night of baseball at CHS
“Scouts Night Out.” Contact Robert LaMontagne for more details @
brickrob @ brickrob@gmail.com For older youth (6-11th grade) check
out a camping opportunity this summer or join in any of the upcoming
summer events.

Contact Jason Moore for more details @

jason.moore061397@gmail.com.

Tiger Den learning about Maple Tapping

Service to the Greater Good is Calling! Check out Pack 9626 (boys and
girls K-5), Troop 9626 (boys) and Troop 7626 (girls) today!

Family of Bears - Bear Den photo of the ‘All Pack’ trip
to the MN Zoo!
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Zachary Byaruhanga at Base Camp with 2nd
Season Lego Masters

Summer Worship and Adoration Schedule
Worship Schedule

Adoration Schedule
Mondays - 1:00 p.m.— 7:00 p.m.

Saturday



Exceptions:

8:00 a.m. (Word and Communion)
5:00 p.m. Mass

Sunday





7:30 a.m. Mass
9:00 a.m. Mass
11:00 a.m. Mass
1:00 p.m. Mass in Spanish

July 4 - building closed after Morning
Mass



September 5, Labor Day - building closed
after Morning Mass

Tuesdays and Thursdays


Weekday Liturgies




Following Morning Mass: 8:00-8:30 a.m.,
includes Rosary

First Fridays

Monday - Friday, 7:30 a.m. Mass

Celebrate the Feast of St. Odilia
July 16/17 and Nametag Weekend!
Show your spirit by wearing red that weekend
and putting on a nametag as you come into
church!



June 3:

1:00—6:00 p.m.



July 1:

1:00—6:00 p.m.



August 5:

1:00– 6:00 p.m.



Sept. 2:

1:00—6:00 p.m.

Why St. Odilia?
By parishioner Tom Kramer
I met Lynn Belgea at a Faith and Racial Justice class at St. Odilia this spring. Lynn is a

retired attorney from the Minnesota Department of Health. She lives in the Como Park
neighborhood in the same house in which she grew up. Lynn mentioned in class some
reasons why she chose St. Odilia as a parish. I thought they were interesting so I asked
her to share. Her first contact with St Odilia was when she was a student at St. Agnes
and Dan Perry came to the school and performed a concert. Mary, a St Odilia parishioner who knows Lynn, sent her a post card suggesting she try out St Odilia parish. Ten
years later Lynn joined St Odilia.
She first joined the choir and was active until Covid started. She volunteered with the musical. Lynn lives 8-10 miles
from St Odilia and has numerous churches closer to her home. She has attended others but decided to join St Odilia for
several reasons. She likes the homily’s substantive messages and the friendly greeting to each other at the beginning of

Mass. She likes all the parishioner involvement in the Fall Festival and other events. She likes the open design of the
church and of course the choir, the musical, and the many opportunities to be involved.
Lynn has an interest in social justice and has attended both Faith and Racial Justice programs offered at St. Odilia. I
asked her if there was anything St. Odilia could improve upon. She said the contact with the welcome committee could
have been longer. She then mentioned she was here many months before she found out there were donuts served on
some Sundays. She recently mentioned to a friend that she didn’t know where the rectory was located. Of course, these
“getting acquainted” questions can always be directed to the parish staff, who are working on recreating the ’New
Parishioner Welcome’, post Covid.
Sometimes as Parishioners we take all the programs and diversity here at St. Odilia for granted. We at St Odilia have
many blessings to be thankful for.
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St. Odilia Prayer Garden
It is FINALLY spring and our Prayer Garden volunteers are busy caring for
our cemetery. Several crews assigned to the various gardens have begun
their work to carefully re-awaken the flowers, remove old leaves and add
mulch. Pavers are being beautifully laid around some of the gardens and
paths. And of course the lawn crew is once again trimming our grass. There
is always room for more volunteers. Please call the parish office if you are
interested in volunteering (651-484-6681).

Our Prayer Garden – a cemetery with columbaria –
is a lovely, holy place on our Saint Odilia campus.

Make a visit!

We have niches available in our columbaria as well as earth spaces in our cemetery.
If you have questions or are interested in the Prayer Garden, please contact Lynne Schriver-Sheedy at
651.307.5315 or prayergarden@stodilia.org
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We remember and pray for those who have gone before us.

Angela Gallegos Torres

November 20, 1961—April 14, 2022
Angela Gallegos was a person who lived to serve and help others without expecting anything in return, giving herself completely to God. Always helping
even strangers, giving everything from the bottom of her heart. From a very
young age, she felt the call to serve our Lord and at some point in her life she
considered becoming a nun. She showed her love in many ways, but what she
loved to do was offer a plate of food; since cooking was her passion. One of
her dreams was to be able to feed the poor and orphaned children. Angela
was Love, Peace and Happiness in all the moments of her life, even the most
difficult ones. Her unwavering faith kept her strong and faithful until the last
minute of her life. We will always remember her giving a smile, a hug, a word
of affection and above all as a woman of unwavering faith.

Angela Gallegos fue una persona que vivió para servir y ayudar sin esperar nada a
cambio, entregada completamente a Dios. Siempre ayudando hasta los desconocidos, dando todo de corazón. Desde muy pequeña, ella sintió el llamado a servir a
nuestro señor y en algún punto de su vida consideró ser monja. Ella mostraba su amor de muchas formas, pero lo que le

encantaba hacer, era ofrecer un plato de comida; ya que cocinar era su pasión. Uno de sus sueños era poder alimentar a
los pobres y a los niños huérfanos. Angela era amor, paz y felicidad en todos los momentos de su vida, incluso en los más
difíciles. Su fe inquebrantable la mantuvo fuerte y fiel hasta el último minuto de su vida. Siempre la recordaremos regalando una sonrisa, un abrazo, una palabra de cariño y sobre todo como una mujer de fe inquebrantable.

Resfa Lopera Alvarez

September 7, 1933—February 21, 2022
Resfa Lopera Alvarez of St. Anthony Village was born September 7, 1933,
and entered eternal life on February 21, 2022, at age 88. Resfa was
preceded in death by her husband of 56 years Carlos Alvarez.
Resfa Lopera grew up on a farm in Yolombo, Colombia. The eldest of 12
siblings, she spent her time attending school and helping her mother
Josefina (Pepis) take care of the children. The family eventually moved to
Medellin, Colombia, where she married Carlos Alvarez on July 14, 1956.
She gave birth to three daughters, Gloria, Patricia (Patti) and Maria, and
moved to North Minneapolis in 1965 to pursue the American dream.
Resfa’s memory lives on in her given and chosen family. She will always be
remembered as the selfless matriarch who put others before herself, and
who sacrificed so much to give her family a better life in the United States.
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We remember and pray for those who have gone before us.

Thomas Smith

February 14, 1939—February 26, 2022
Tom was schooled at Nativity, which now sits on the Wessinger family
farm. Dad continued on to Cretin. Both schools taught him to do no
harm. As a result, Tom’s faith was strong. Dad’s daily actions demonstrated that we should do no wrong.
Tom’s life was full. It seemed like he always had plenty to do. With four

children to raise, there was usually something new. We learned to be
handy like Dad; to change tires, check the oil, and to help others. Dad
spent time weekly doing things for his sisters and mother. Tom had
many friends and a loving family. All were treated as brothers.
Tom worked hard but made certain that we enjoyed time together
before each day was done. In the early years we kept him running, but
Dad was sure to make it fun. We had lots of activities. Dad led the
Scouts and St Mark’s was our parish home. Our family was safe; with
Dad’s protection, we were made comfortable in our home.
Tom loved to golf and savored his time with friends going fishing. In

playing Dad during a game of cribbage, winning over him was only wishing. Tom enjoyed TV and loved trains, as you all know. Being involved
in and going to the Train Museum was his favorite reality show. Dad
would start the trains for anyone who had the time to come over to see them run. We’d all marvel at the joy Dad took
in it, seeing his smile was like looking into the sun.
Tom had a wonderful sense of humor. When he last came home he was telling us a joke. Dad was often pulling some
prank. Really, how can you not love this bloke? Dad was normally a happy guy, so these latest times had been hard, and
he didn’t often smile. When he last spoke he asked all of us to love each other, as that’s going out in style.

Blessed are they who mourn, for they will be comforted.
Matthew 5:4
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Welcome New Parishioners!
March 2022 — May 2022
Pete and Mandy Hansen
Addi Hansen
Jack Hansen

Adeline Tholen

Mike and Katie Shepard
Brielle Shepard
Vivien Shepard

John and Dianne Mandernach

Mary Clare Lockman

Lucille Calguire
Calvin Pipenhagen

Andrew and Amanda Gregory
Grace Gregory
James Gregory

Beverly Blake and Dan McNamara

Leonard Still

Diane Berglund

Will and Kate Theobold
Maeve Theobold

Karen Nelson

Mario Bravo and Maria Hernández
Stephanie Bravo Hernandez
Kelly Bravo Hernandez
Alberto Bravo Hernandez
Rosabella Bravo Hernandez

Baldemar and Sandra Balderrama
Jackeline Balderrama

Catholic Community of St. Odilia

Crista Thielen
Weston Thielen

You can help us to reduce mailing costs!

Each winter, we have many pieces of mail returned from the post office for individuals who were “temporarily
away”. Each returned piece of mail costs St. Odilia first class postage rates even if it is mailed as third class
mail. If you have plans to be away for longer that one week during the colder months in Minnesota,
please take a few minutes to complete the form below and drop it into the collection
basket or mail it to:
St. Odilia Parish Office
3495 N. Victoria St., Shoreview, MN 55126
***Or you can e-mail this information to: bulletin@stodilia.org***

Do you have plans to be away?
Please select one option and provide your name and address information:
A) Please do not forward my mail: ________
Date leaving Minnesota: ___________ Date back in Minnesota: ___________
B) Please forward my mail:

_________

Date leaving Minnesota: ___________ Date back in Minnesota: ___________
Name:__________________________________________ Env. #________
Current Address: _______________________________________________________
City, State, Zip: ________________________________________________________
Winter Address: ________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip: __________________________________________
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Are You Moving?
If you are moving we would like to know so we can keep our records current and our postage costs down.
Please fill out the form below and return it by dropping it into the collection basket at any Mass, or by
mailing it to: St. Odilia Parish Center Office, 3495 N. Victoria, Shoreview, MN 55126
Name: _______________________________________________________ Env. #: _______________
Old Address: __________________________________ City, State, Zip: ________________________
New Address: _________________________________ City, State, Zip: ________________________
Email Address: __________________________________________
New Phone (Include area code): _________________ Effective Date: ________________________
I/We will be staying in the parish:

Y ______ N ________

Newsletter Team:

Corporate Board Members:

Amy Etten, Mary Holmes and staff
consultants.

Most Rev. Bernard A. Hebda, Archbishop
Very Rev. Charles Lachowitzer, Vicar General
Rev. J. Erich Rutten, Vice President
Greg Gerlach, Trustee Treasurer
Mary Nussbaum, Trustee Secretary

The St. Odilia Messenger is a publication of the Catholic Community of St.
Odilia, 3495 North Victoria, Shoreview,
Minnesota, 55126. Each issue is distributed to registered parishioners.
To receive a copy, register by calling
651-484-6681.

651-291-4400
651-291-4430
651-484-6681

St. Odilia Parish Phone Numbers:
Parish Office
Parish Office Fax
School Office
Faith Formation Office
Faith Formation/Latino Ministry Fax

651-484-6681
651-484-0780
651-484-3364
651-415-3329
651-415-3321

The NEXT Newsletter Deadline: Please submit articles for the FALL issue of The Messenger by
Wednesday, August 10, 2022. They may be sent by email to messenger@stodilia.org or dropped at
the parish office. Electronic submissions are appreciated. Pictures (jpg files) are welcome but please
describe each photo with caption text if possible.

VISION AND MISSION
VISION
To joyfully live the Gospel by knowing, loving, and serving God and one another.
MISSION
We are a Catholic community of faith that welcomes every person to grow in holiness and draw
closer to Jesus Christ through…
 Worship and Evangelization
 Faith Formation and Education
 Works of Charity and Justice
… every day and at every stage of life.
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