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Sharing Your Gifts of Time, Talent and Treasure
“Grateful and Generous” Covenant Cards
It’s Not Too Late to Participate!
All parishioners are encouraged to return your covenant card with your 2018 giving intentions. If your card was
mysteriously lost and your prayer to Saint Anthony (Patron Saint of lost items) went unanswered, no worries! Just pick
up a new card in the back of church. Feel free to drop it in the collection basket at Mass or mail it to the Parish Office.
Also, for your convenience, an online pledge form is available on our NEW parish website. Just click on the ‘Support St.
Odilia’ tab and select ‘Pledge Online for 2018’ to enter your 2018 pledge covenant information.
By knowing the stewardship goals of our parishioners, we can plan better for the coming year. As we recited in our
stewardship prayer last month, our parish ...”will be a parish of loyalty and love, of fearlessness and faith, of compassion,
charity and mercy, if I, who make it what it is, am filled with these same things”. Together we can continue the
meaningful work of our parish. Please help us keep our parish records and mailing list current by returning your card to
let us know that you want to continue to receive parish mailings.
To date, we have received 692 covenant cards, which represent 30% of our active registered households – thank you! We
are grateful for your generosity to sustain St Odilia’s legacy with your financial commitment in addition to sharing your
talents with our community. We are all blessed when we share the gift of our time with our Lord in prayer and worshop.
It is because of your loving gifts that we are blessed with the opportunity to serve the needs of our parish and our
community. Thanks for participating in this important effort. May this stewardship journey strengthen your relationship
with God and each other.

Pledge Summary

2017

2018

as of:

11-15-16

11-15-17

Total Pledged

$1,175,403

$1,145,749

Total Annual Contribution Goal

$2,321,265

$2,367,390

This chart provides more detail on the amounts pledged in 2017 and 2018
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Expansion Update

Progress and excitement surround our community as
the building expansion continues to take shape. We’re
happy to report that after several months of closed entrances, smaller parking lots, roof and wall demolitions, orange fences, white hard hats, yellow vests and
a “re-constructed” Fall Festival, our vision of expansion is coming into focus!

Our infrastructure has significantly been improved
with the completion of the fire suppression /sprinkler
system in the church. The safety and security of the
entire facility is now enhanced by the upgraded fire
alarm system.

We’ve reached several milestones: The modified
school entrance was ready as students, parents and
teachers returned for the first day of school in September. The much anticipated first-floor “A-wing” bathrooms were in full use by the middle of October. Sidewalks have been paved and Preschoolers are playing
on their new and improved playground. The “St. Odilia” monument sign on Victoria has been removed and a
new digital sign is expected to be installed and operational before Christmas.
The South-East addition which includes the new
church entryway and the Dan Perry music room has
made significant progress. We expect to see completion of this addition with its new entrance lobby and
bathrooms open to all as we celebrate our Christmas
worship services!

“The Music Ministry is very excited about the completion of the south-east addition in December. Not only
will we have access to the new Dan Perry music room,
but having extra bathrooms for the Christmas season is
a blessing itself! We deeply appreciate the parish’s generosity towards the entire building project!”
~Dave Barkhymer, Liturgical Music Director
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Expansion Update

“As many of us know, living through construction can be challenging. The noise and disruption certainly can get to
you, if you let it. However, what keeps me energized is when I have to tell students and teachers of an upcoming
construction project that will impact them (i.e. no gym class this week, classes to meet in the parish conference
room, and portable bathrooms) I am always greeted with the phrase; ‘It’s okay Mr. Ragatz, we’ll figure it out and
remember, it’ll all be worth it!’ Indeed it will and I’m proud our students and staff for maintaining this attitude.”
~Brian Ragatz, School Principal
Behind the new walls of the North-West addition, construction of the new school offices, learning lab, classrooms, media center, and much more is underway. The
expectation is that the school office, learning lab, library and computer lab, will be able to move to their
new location in the addition by late spring.
Remodeling of the space formerly occupied by those
functions will then be underway to prepare the new
location for Faith Formation, Latino Ministry, and new
classrooms.

Our construction team meets every other week with
our architect, Station 19 Architects and general contractor, Langer Construction. Our team is guided by
the leadership of Langer Construction Project Manager, Kurt Nash and St. Odilia Owner’s Representative,
Larry Langer. The team reviews the project schedule
and budget along with any project changes needed.
The original project budget included construction costs
of $5,762,263 and other costs of $987,737 for a total
project cost of $6,750,00.

5

Construction began in late May, 2017 and as you can see from the photos, we have been making great progress.
Our project continues to be on track with the project budget. As of early November we have incurred project expenses of $3,576,306 which have been funded through contributions of $1,399,727 and debt financing of
$2,167,780.
We are grateful to the team at Station 19 Architects, Langer Construction and our St. Odilia volunteers and staff
who have spent countless hours keeping the project on track and on budget.

“It will be wonderful to have the new South-East addition open for Christmas Masses. The new entrance
and lobby will be more accessible and welcoming as our
parishioners and guests enter the building for worship.”
~ Kim Albrecht, Worship Director
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Capital Campaign Update
Throughout 2017, the work of The Our Faith Our Family Our Future Capital Campaign has continued. Now finishing the second year, the campaign has received commitments for over $5.18 million of the $6.75 million project cost. These commitments include the use of parish funds in addition to $3.68 million received in the form of
pledges and gifts from over 1,154 parish households. If you have not yet had the opportunity to support The Our
Faith Our Family Our Future Capital Campaign, and wish to do so pledge cards are available in the entryway
kiosks. You can also make a pledge or gift online by visiting our website at www.stodilia.org and clicking on the
DONATE NOW button on the “Building Our Vision” announcement.
With your support we can celebrate together the opportunity
to make the dream of the Building Expansion a reality.
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ST. ODILIA ENDOWMENT FUND
CELEBRATING 30 YEARS!!
On Saturday, September 30th, 2017, the St. Odilia Endowment
Fund celebrated its 30th anniversary! Fr. Rask and the St. Odilia
Endowment Fund Advisory committee hosted “An Evening of Thanks and Recognition” for contributors and
benefactors of the St. Odilia Endowment Fund. The evening began with a special blessing at the 5:00 Mass
followed by a reception, dinner and program.

Dan Perry entertained guests with his song “A Place for Coming Home”. Guests enjoyed a slideshow that highlighted the history of the St. Odilia Endowment Fund.
Sharon Hicks, recently retired Endowment Fund committee member, served as guest
speaker. She shared, “Why has the St. Odilia Endowment Fund been so successful? Because we are all passionate about our faith and our St. Odilia parish community.
We have all received many blessings as part of this community. When I joined this
parish almost 30 years ago, it immediately became my “home”… the place where I
worship, where my kids went to school, where I volunteer my time, where I have been
sustained in times of spiritual need and where I’ve come to know the great joy of being in community with all of you. The St. Odilia Endowment Fund will help to ensure
that the faith community we know and love will continue to thrive long into the future
so that those who follow will be nurtured and blessed as we have been”. In 2017, the
St. Odilia Endowment Fund surpassed $2 Million in value and over the life of the fund
has distributed $735,000 benefitting
parish ministries. We are grateful for
the ongoing support and generosity of
over 450 benefactors. We invite you
to learn more about how to make a
gift that leaves a permanent legacy to
the parish.
For information on how to contribute
in a way that is meaningful to you
St. Odilia Endowment Fund Advisory Committee: Roger Toogood, David Vanneste,
please
call 651 415-3350 or email enTom Kramer, Jim Lethert, Teresa Fariss McClain, Diane Cashman, Dan Hoffman,
dowment fund@stodilia.org.
Ramona Michaels (Paul Johnson- not pictured).
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A Tax-Saving Way to Support St. Odilia
By Ramona Michaels, St. Odilia Development Coordinator
One of the most tax-effective ways to make a gift to St. Odilia is through your Individual Retirement Account (IRA). The permanently extended IRA Charitable Rollover Law
allows individuals 70.5 years old and older to make tax-free gifts up to $100,000 using
funds transferred directly from your IRA. If you wish to make a gift to benefit the St.
Odilia Sunday offertory, Endowment Fund , Capital Campaign, or program of your
choice, you may consider a qualified charitable distribution from your IRA.

IRA Charitable Rollover details







Donors must be age 70½ or older at the time the gift is made.
Donors must ask their plan administrator to make a direct transfer of funds to a qualified public charity. It
is important not to withdraw funds before making a gift.
Each donor may give up to $100,000 per year.
Distributions made under this law can be used to satisfy the donor’s required minimum distribution
(RMD). However, qualified charitable distributions are not limited to the donor’s RMD.
The Donor cannot take a charitable income tax deduction.
The Donor cannot receive goods, services or a personal benefit in return for the Charitable Rollover Gift.

What are the benefits?






The Donor’s charitable intentions can be addressed.
The contribution amount will be eligible to help satisfy the Donor’s Required Distribution
The distribution will not be treated as a taxable withdrawal by the Donor
By avoiding that tax treatment, more of the Donor’s Social Security benefits may escape taxation.
The Donor’s itemized deductions may avoid reduction

If you plan to make a Qualified Charitable Distribution to benefit St. Odilia, please contact Pam Rogers, Parish Accountant at 651 415- 3341 to inform us of your gift and to let us know how we should direct it (the Sunday Offertory, Debt Fund, Endowment Fund, etc.).

Note: St. Odilia cannot give legal or tax advice. Please contact your own professional advisor if you have
questions about the best way for you to take advantage of this opportunity.
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2017 Fall Festival
Our annual fall festival does not happen without someone serving on the role of a
Volunteer Coordinator. Susie Jirask has served us in this role for five festivals. She
initially did three festivals, took a break and came back
the last two years. Thanks Susie for creating the Sign Up
Genius volunteer slots on-line each year, organizing volunteer recruitment weekend each August, and working with various leaders to
identify when and where volunteers are needed.
We appreciated your welcoming presence throughout the weekends as you guided
volunteers and trouble-shot anything from not enough volunteers, too many volunteers for a venue at a certain time and all the crazy scenarios such as: where do I
find more cookie dough, Help! the popcorn machine is not working and, Yikes! we
can’t find any more ice! As many of the leaders have noted; “Susie often knew their
needs before they knew what their needs were”. Susie we appreciate your five
years of service as the festival Volunteer Coordinator. You will be missed!
The 48th Fall Festival was an AMAZING weekend in so many ways!
Thank you for supporting and participating in this annual community
gathering. As usual; God gave us fabulous weather, wonderful musicians to entertain us, and some new creative ideas on how to host a
festival in the midst of a building project.
Ideas such as food trucks, indoor music and reevaluating our space
needs as well as availability allowed us the opportunity to evaluate our
expenses and rental needs.
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We are also grateful to the 60+ individuals who generously shared their time to deliver raffle packets to those
registered parishioners who may have been out of town the five weeks they were available to for pick-up. The
home delivery process, and an increase in the number and amount of cash raffle prizes also helped contribute to
a successful increase in festival revenue over past years. Thanks to all who delivered as well as purchased Festival Raffle tickets!
During the planning stages; we heard often that we should take a break from a festival. At times the Leadership
Team wondered what we got ourselves into by saying YES to creating a festival of “opportunity and simplicity”.
As leaders, we sure are glad we said yes. The photos say it all.

New Festival Leaders Needed!
Share your special god given gifts and join our leadership team. We need a few more leaders. In order for festival #49 to
happen it is essential that we have a Food Coordinator to organize food trucks and other food items, a Volunteer Coordinator, and Publicity Chair. Our Facilities Chair and the Lead Chair of the festival also needs a shadow or Co-Chair. We also
have a new role we would like to bring to the team as Adult Game Coordinator. Please contact Patricia Brokman, Festival
Chair for more information at 612-743-9572 or pbrokman@comcast.net We meet monthly starting in May. Much of your
role as a leader can be done on your own time. We found it amazing that this years festival was planned from lap tops,
text, tablets, cell phones, and five face to face meetings where not all participated.
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St. Odilia School and Preschool
A New and Improved Playground
It was a sad day last spring when the preschool playground was closed due to
construction. The preschoolers spent the summer traversing the parking lot
to the “big playground”. Therefore, there was much excitement when the
preschoolers were able to use their new and improved playground this fall.
Moving the playground was necessary in order to build the new music room
but the timing was good as the preschool program had outgrown the current
play space. With over 90 children attending preschool each day, the playground needed to be able to accommodate three classrooms at a time. The
children still have their play structure but they also have a larger sandbox, a
large green space, and a wide
sidewalk for chalk art and riding
trikes. In the spring, we hope to add raised gardens as well.
This project would not have been possible without the financial
support from the Bloom Gala and the time and knowhow of volunteer Tom Welna. For several years, Tom has been volunteering
his time to make improvements all over the campus and he kindly volunteered to general contract the new playground. He used
his expertise and even his own two hands to create a wonderful
new playground for the preschoolers. The preschoolers honored
Mr. Welna with a Playground Party in late September!

Support St. Odilia School Amazon Shoppers!
Please consider doing your Amazon shopping through the AMAZON
SMILE web page this year. If you use the Amazon Smile page when
shopping on Amazon each time, Amazon donates 0.5% of all purchases
on the smile website to a charity of your choice. All you need to do is long
onto smile.amazon.com and select Church and School of St. Odilia as the
charity and then remember to always shop at smile.amazon.com.

Remember to shop at
SMILE.AMAZON.COM

The Amazon Smile site is exactly the same as the regular Amazon website
except Amazon donates 0.5% of all your purchases to a charity of your
choice. The prices are the same, shipping is the same, the Amazon Prime
still works. The only difference is that your purchases will make an impact
at our school. All money from the Amazon Smile program is used to directly benefit our students, teachers, and staff. Your support of our
school is appreciated!
Happy Shopping!
~St. Odilia PAA
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St. Odilia Preschool
Registration Time!
The snow has just begun to fall but it is already time to start thinking about the fall of 2018. Registration
for preschool and kindergarten at St. Odilia School begins on January 8, 2018. We invite all interested
families to learn more about the K-8 school by attending a tour.
UPCOMING 2017-18 TOUR DATES:
Wednesday, December 6

Thursday, January 4
Tuesday, January 23
Tuesday, February 6
Wednesday, March 7
Wednesday, April 4
Thursday, April 26
(If these dates don’t work for you, please cotact us to set up a private tour)

All Meetings from 9:30 a.m. – 11:15 a.m.
Call the office to reserve a spot: 651-484-3364 or register at www.stodiliaschool.org
Kindergarten Information Night, Thursday, January 11, 2018 at 6:30pm
Preschool Open House, Thursday, January 18 at 6:30pm.
Preschool tours can be arranged by contacting Kay Hannon at hannon@stodilia.org or 651-415-3303.
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Pastoral Care and Social Justice
Thanks to Volunteers for Assisting at Feed My Starving Children!
On October 25th, nearly 50 volunteers in the St Odilia
Church group met at the Coon Rapids location of
Feed My Starving Children to package & ship food to
poor families in the Dominican Republic. We represented the largest group of the 120 packers for our
morning shift.
On this day, the food was destined for the Dominican
Republic. When we were done in two short hours we
had packaged nearly 40,000 meals – enough to feed
109 children for a year.
What a great way to demonstrate our empathy for
some of the world’s most needy. The Pastoral Council thanks the many volunteers that made
this activity a huge success. Thank you for helping us serve others. Please watch the Bulletin for
future packing events beginning early next year.
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Pastoral Care and Social Justice
St. Odilia makes page 1 of the Shoreview Press
Lead article headlines our recent program
“Sex Trafficking 101: Hard Facts and Faith Response”
draws over 100 attendees.

We made the headlines!
On October 3, St. Odilia hosted a presentation of the problem of sex trafficking, and avenues to combat it. Over a hundred St. Odilia parishioners and visitors to our parish heard three expert presenters on the topic. Sr. Ann Redmond, CSJ, who has worked for many years to coordinate the local religious response to trafficking, introduced the program. Assistant Ramsey County Attorney Dave Pinto, who also serves in
the Minnesota House of Representatives, gave a fact-packed, fast-paced overview, including a riveting video of a
young girl who had been deceived into forced prostitution. Terry Forliti, executive director of Breaking Free, a
local nonprofit that works with survivors of sex trafficking, and herself a survivor, spoke of her organization’s
efforts.
Co-sponsors for the events were St. Odilia’s Respect Life Committee, our Social Justice Council, and our Faith Formation Council.
The Respect Life Committee originated the idea; they’ve chosen human trafficking as their life issue focus for the
year. Human trafficking includes not only sex trafficking, but also other evils that treat persons as commodities:
child labor, child soldiers, sweatshops, agricultural labor under slavery-type conditions, domestic servitude, and
organ trafficking.
The Catholic Bishops of the United States, in their 2017 statement, “The Catholic Church and Human Trafficking
Policy,” said that “….human trafficking is a modern-day form of slavery that consists of the illegal trade of human
beings through force, fraud or coercion for the purposes of commercial sexual exploitation or forced labor. It
takes a variety of forms in every region of the world…. the person who is enslaved is treated as an object for another’s benefit. The person’s God-given human dignity is either ignored or forgotten….”

Parish Lenten Mission 2018
Fr. Larry Snyder

Evenings, Monday through Wednesday, February 26-28
Prayer – Music – Learning – Spiritual Wisdom – Community
Fr. Snyder, a priest of the Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis, currently serves as the
Vice President for Mission for the University of St. Thomas. He is best known for his
many years of work for Catholic Charities, first here in the Archdiocese, and then, for nine
years, at the helm of Catholic Charities USA.
Our Parish Mission will also feature our beloved “Mission Band,” St. Odilia music ministry
staff and volunteers who have become a tradition for Missions here. Watch the Sunday
bulletins and the parish website for more details to come!
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Pastoral Care and Social Justice
The Sharing Tree
Welcome to another year of Advent and the Sharing Tree. If you are unfamiliar with the
Sharing Tree here is a brief explanation of how it works.
Actually it is very simple. Our Sharing Tree will be in the Courtyard beginning around
Thanksgiving, decorated with handmade ornaments made by the children. On each ornament is a request typically for a gift card for food or gas or some department stores. Please
take a look at the tree and choose an ornament and purchase a gift card. You may bring your
gift to our administrative office or put it in the collection before Dec. 11- identifying your offering as a gift to the
Sharing Tree. These gifts will then be distributed to other parishioners, community members or people who
contact us who need some help. And just so you know in working work with people we always try to make sure
that they are using the community resources that they are eligible for first. We try to be a bit of a safety net for
folks who may be falling through the cracks. If you choose to contribute to this ministry please do so early after
Thanksgiving. This year Advent is very short as the 4th Sunday of Advent falls on Dec. 24th, Christmas Eve- thus
eliminating one full week of Advent. So we will have the Sharing Tree up and decorated right after Thanksgiving
to give everyone time to chose an ornament. We also will distribute your gifts to those in need during the week
of Dec 11th in order to give recipients of your gifts time to get presents for their families.
This Season of Advent is a perfect time to be focusing on this type of charity to others. Advent is a time of
hope. Human beings cannot live without hope, without something to look forward to, without something to live
for. And sometimes all of us fall on some hard times. And it is not always financial problems we encounter, but
often it is. We try to help folks, who we become aware of, who are facing some tough times. And we try to
offer supports that they need, some of the basic human needs like food, clothing and shelter. After that we try
to provide for any other needs they may have, emotional, physical or spiritual either by referrals or direct ways
in which we can help. Your generous giving to the Sharing Tree often provides us with an opportunity to meet
some of the basic needs of people and then this can become a stepping stone for them to address other hardships they may have. We are not perfect and sometimes we just can’t help every time or with every need butwith your help- we try our best.
Advent is a Holy time to remember the First Coming of Jesus and prepare for the promise of Christ’s second
coming. The rather old line-“Jesus is the Reason for the Season” defines why we help each other and why we
are asking for your help.
And whenever we are able to help someone we always hear a thank you- sometimes with tears. And we tell
them that the gift they are receiving is not from the person handing them the gift, but from the Catholic Community of St. Odilia- from you.
Last year you were so generous that your gifts to the Sharing Tree have lasted up until now- to this November! For this we are so grateful and so proud. And now again, in this current, Hopeful, Advent season, we again
are asking you to remember others who need some support and assistance. If you can, and find it in your heart
to offer any gift to the Sharing Tree, we are truly grateful.
And if you or someone you know could use some help, and you think we might be able to help, please contact
Deacon Jim. The Pastoral and Social Justice Councils want to thank you for your past and continued support.
Blessings on your Advent and Christmas Season’s
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Faith Formation
Parishioner led Prayer Hour
The prayer hour is held on the first Monday of every month for one hour to celebrate praise and worship, discuss a faith
topic and close with intercessory prayer.
Our planned schedule has three parts:




Singing hymns and praising God
Discussion of the topic of the evening
Intercessory prayers for intentions of those gathered.

Past topics have covered a wide range: examples:







Wisdom and Prayers of Saint Catherine of Siena”.
How the power of prayer has affected our lives ”
The Spiritual Works of Mercy:
Meditation, a spiritual experience””
Saint Paul's perspective on the Gifts of the Holy Spirit:
"Let's look at suffering the way God does.

In more detail, a recent topic was "Have you been saved?", and "Do you have the assurance of salvation?" I have heard
that all you have to do is "accept Christ as your personal Savior." Is this too good to be true?
Here are some points from that discussion:

1 Cor. 1:18 1 Corinthians 1:18 NIV: For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us
who are being saved it is the power of God.

Philippians 2:12 NIV: Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed—not only in my presence, but now much
more in my absence—continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling.
 Matthew 25:31- 40: NIV “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his glorious throne. ... “Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. For I was hungry and you gave me something to
eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and
you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.’
 We have free will. Since we have free will, we are free to turn away from God if we choose. Scripture teaches that
one’s final salvation depends on the state of the soul at death. As Jesus himself tells us, "He who endures to the end
will be saved" (Matt. 24:13).
 There are people who have long lived the Christian life and who have profound spiritual joy and peace. What conclusion would you make about those people ?
 "Are you saved?" One answer is "I was saved when I was baptized, and now I’m being saved every day, and I have the
hope that I will be saved for all eternity".
 How about our relatives, friends, acquaintances, fellow parishioners, co-workers ? Will all be saved ? If we think that
God will save everyone, even in this almost pagan USA, will we want to spread the good news ?
 Luke 13:23-24 NIV Then Jesus went through the towns and villages, teaching as he made his way to Jerusalem. Someone asked him, “Lord, are only a few people going to be saved?”
 He said to them, “Make every effort to enter through the narrow door, because many, I tell you, will try to enter and
will not be able to. "
 Notice that Jesus did not answer the question, instead he told the people how important it is. In other words, put every bit of energy into this. Nothing is more important.
 The prophet Isiah wrote about our final destination:
 Isiah 40:30 "They that hope in the LORD will renew their strength, they will soar on eagles’ wings; They will run and
not grow weary, walk and not grow faint."
Please consider joining us for the next Prayer Hour, in room 1301. Our meetings are the first Monday of the month
from 7:00 pm to about 8:15 pm. Winter dates are December 4, January 8, and February 5.
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Faith Formation
Little Angel’s Music Class
Little Angel’s Music is a parent-child music class that is recommended
for infants, babies, toddlers and Pre-Kindergarten children and their parents, grandparents or caregiver. In this class, children have the opportunity to use shaky eggs, a wide variety of instruments, ribbon rings,
scarves or a parachute. We also learn seasonal finger plays and songs.
Janet creates a CD with children's music used in class for participants to
enjoy at home or in the car!

Confirmation 2017-2018
Service projects are an essential component of the St. Odilia
Confirmation program. In December, we will be hosting an
“in-house” service project for our Confirmation students. We’ll be collaborating with local charity and relief
organizations who will assist us in facilitating projects for
our students to work on. Crafts and other items assembled
by the students will be
used to benefit those in
need here in the Greater
Twin Cities area.
Please keep our Confirmation students in your
prayers as they strive to
follow in Christ’s footsteps and actively live out
their Catholic faith.
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YOUTH MINISTRY
Recognizing our Youth Leaders!

Youth Leader of the Year

“Rose Johnson is a talented artist and has
spent many years volunteering behind
the scenes with the Musical Ministry –
building and painting sets and mentoring
new volunteers. She regularly
participates in a variety of leadership
roles at events like Faith Spark, Emmaus
nights, VBS/VBS After Hours,
Confirmation retreats (as part of the
Retreat Team), and she served the
Cheyenne River Community during this year’s St. Odilia
mission trip. Rose has a heart after God and a gentle,
genuine way of extending His love to those around her.”
- Alethia Scheett

Joseph Pfenning-Wendt (senior at Mounds
View) was chosen by his peers
(unanimously) as St. Odilia’s “Youth
Leader of the Year,” for his unceasing
hard work, optimism, humility, and
leadership. He is involved in just about
every youth program that St. Odilia offers,
serving as a leader for half a dozen of
them. He was recognized on October 7 by the North
Suburban Kiwanis club at a prayer breakfast, along with
eleven other youth from area churches. Congratulations
Joseph, and thank you for your service to our parish!

Shoreview Caring Youth Award
Abigail Christiansen (junior at Roseville)
was chosen by the Shoreview Human
Rights Commission as recipient for the
Shoreview Caring Youth Award. Abby has
countless hours volunteering as a leader
for our Retreat Team, Spark Team, and
VBS After Hours—giving talks, leading
games and skits (with more skit roles
than any other leader in the last year),
and leading more small groups than we can count. Despite
her shyness, she has become a voice for those without
one, speaking up for teenagers in bad or rough situations.
She brings joy and humor to all she does, even when
speaking on tough topics like bullying, bad relationships,
and peer pressure. Abby’s courage in sharing her own
stories and standing up for her peers made her stand out to
the Commission. Congratulations Abby on this great honor!

“Eliana Scheett is an inspirational young
woman who truly demonstrates
Catholic values. She is a role model for
our youth today, and is president of the
Students for Life pro-life club at
Mounds View. At St. Odilia she sings in
the 6:00 mass choir, is on the Youth
Retreat Team and Youth Core Team.
She continues to grow in her own faith
and leadership skills as she plans her future after high
school.” - Julie Christiansen

World Youth Day
was Sunday October 29th
I am looking forward to the confirmation retreats this year. They give
us the chance to inform fellow youth on important topics of the
church. The retreat team itself grows a lot personally and spiritually
through these retreat experiences.
- Julia Yost, senior at St. Agnes

I’m excited for the Halloween Retreat because of all the amazing things
to do on it. You get to enjoy some amazing games in the morning, then
relax in the evening with mass and a talk from one of the best Catholic
speakers in the country. - Joseph, senior at Moundsview
I look forward to Emmaus Nights, because its a safe space, where you
can go for a few hours to just be with God and friends. - Lucy Gunelson,
sophomore at White Bear Lake

Probably Faith Spark is what I am looking forward to most because I'm
really excited about the Halloween-themed one (Nov. 1), and getting to
play more games with the kids!
- Kathryn Kibbee, freshman at Roseville

“What youth program are you
I am most excited for Spark Team.
I really enjoy working with new
groups of kids every month and
playing fun games. I also enjoy learning and growing as a leader, and
preparing myself and the kids for the confirmation retreats. - Maddie
Lutterman, sophomore at Moundsview

excited for in the coming months?”

I'm excited for the monthly Lifeline Mass,
where hundreds of teenagers from
churches all around the Twin Cities come together to worship together.
I love how it connects young people through worship, community, and
music. It's truly a fantastic way to celebrate Mass.
- MaryGrace Shearon, junior at Cretin-Derham Hall

I am looking forward to leading for Retreat Team, because it will help me
develop my leadership skills. Also, I have not been on an official retreat in
a while, and it will be nice to get back into things.
- Brennan Scheett, freshman at Moundsview

I'm looking forward to the Confirmation Retreat because I think it’s
really going to help deepen my faith, help me choose a sponsor, and it
will be lots of fun! - Aine Johnson, 8th grader at Chippewa
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YOUTH MINISTRY
“Mairi Johnson has been very active in the St. Odilia Musical
Ministry, including the role of Dorothy in Wizard of Oz. She is
passionate about her faith and shares it through her
involvement with the Retreat Team and a variety of youth
ministry programs. She shares her energy and faith with the
students and the entire team, and was also an integral part of
the team serving the Cheyenne River Community for St.
Odilia’s Mission Trip. Mairi’s vibrant faith and contagious
energy are an inspiration and a blessing to this community.” Gerard Scheett
Youth Leaders at Faith Spark event in May (left to right): Claire Dolton, Mairi Johnson, Abby Christiansen, Claire Schneider, Haley Christiansen, Rose Johnson, Julia
Yost, Joseph Pfenning-Wendt and Simon Tran.

“In the past twelve months, Simon Tran (senior at Mounds
View) joined three of our youth leadership teams, often
meeting 2-3 times a week to help plan and run programs for
our youth. He’s a vital member of our Retreat Team, where
he was a main speaker, a group leader, and led games and
prayer. He led the charge on some more serious topics as
well—such as talks raising awareness and understanding of
mental health issues. There are very few youth who can say
they’ve led as often, and impacted as many students, as
Simon.” - Scott Kieffer

“Julia Yost (senior at St. Agnes) has donated her considerable
ministry and musical talents to our youth programs, serving as
a leader for 4-5 major programs in the last year, including
leading music/worship multiple times per month. Her
maturity, intelligence, and deep spirituality have been
invaluable in planning and running our youth programs,
especially the brand-new ones she helps us to design.”
-The Adult Retreat Team

Celebrating World Youth Day!
Sunday, October 29th was World Youth Day, when parishes recognized their youth leaders and programs.
I’m excited to come back from college over winter break and help
lead a retreat with Retreat Team! I’ve missed the community and
leading others closer to Christ, and leading the retreat will be one of
the highlights of my winter break. - Abbey Witham, graduate
at College of St. Benedict

I am looking forward to the St.
Odilia Musical, since it’s run by an
amazing community that helps
me grow in my faith. I can go to
the musical in any frame of mind, and leave feeling in a better mood.
- Abbie Nistler, sophomore at White Bear Lake

I seriously look forward to going to Emmaus Nights, it's one of my
highlights of the week. I love getting to see everyone and catch up
while also having amazing small group conversations. I also love
getting to go to mass with everyone there as well, it makes mass
more comfortable because you're
surrounded by friends who also
share your love for God, instead of
people you don’t know all that well.
Then there’s the fact that I laugh
more with everyone at Emmaus in
three hours than I do in a week outside of it. - Claire Dolton,
sophomore at Mounds View

I’m looking forward to the confirmation retreats, I love the
experience retreats give me. I’m also excited to share more
experiences with the great people on Retreat Team!
- Zoe Witham, senior at Moundsview

I'm looking forward to the confirmation retreat this November! I
can't wait to meet all the new students and help them further their
faith as part of Retreat Team! - Claire Schneider, freshman at White
Bear Lake

“What youth program are you

excited for in the coming months?”

I’m just excited for all of them! - Abby Christiansen, junior at Roseville

Sundays

Tuesdays

5:15—8:30 PM

4:00—6:00 PM

Free pizza, music, talk &
small group time + mass!

Our biggest & most loved
youth leadership team!

Wednesdays

6:30—8:00 PM
Large-group games, competitions,
music & talks for middle schoolers!
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Saturdays

3:45—10:00 PM
Join 1,000 Catholic teens for mass
and amazing worship & speakers!

Worship and Community Life
CCW Arranging Flowers
Ever stand at the grocery store flower display and wonder how to put together an arrangement with the bundles
being sold? Well, there’s no more wondering for a group of St. Odilia Council of Catholic Women following their
“make and take” floral arranging event on November 7. Kalli Yost, floral designer and parishioner, helped take
the fear out of buying a variety of flowers and then creating a beautiful fall centerpiece. Check out the photo
showing their handiwork! Interested in joining CCW? Call membership chair Judy Schulke at 651-485-3520 or visit
the “Getting Involved” tab on the St. Odilia website for more information.

Old Log Theater Outing
On September 20th, 30 parishioners boarded a bus and headed off to the Old Log Theater in Excelsior to see the
production of Ghost the Musical. After a wonderful lunch and lots of camaraderie, they saw one of the most
highly reviewed productions the Old Log has had in years. Based on the hit film of 25 years ago, this iconic love
story had everyone on their feet at its conclusion. It was a great time for all and they eagerly anticipate next
year’s excursion.
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2017 Trunk or Treat was a success!
Thank you to everyone who donated candy, to those hardy souls who
braved sideways snow to decorate their trunks and hand out candy, the
Lake Johanna Fire Department, and children and adults who came to
trick or treat! It was a chilly, windy evening but that did not deter 15
trunk decorators and candy givers and about 150 costumed kids. A
very special thank you to the Knights of Columbus for organizing a candy drive beforehand, parking the cars and partnering with us to make
Trunk or Treat a fun evening each year!
- Worship & Community
Life Council
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Worship and Community Life
Worship Events for Winter
December 3 ~ First Sunday of Advent
December 6 ~ Advent Lessons and Carols at 6:45pm
December 8 ~ Feast of the Immaculate Conception of Mary Mass Schedule
Thursday, 7th ~ 5:30 pm
7:00 pm in Spanish
th
Friday, 8
~ 7:30 am
9:35 am School – All are welcome
5:30 pm
Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe
Sunday, December 10 ~ 12:45pm Mass in Spanish
Monday, December 11 ~ 7:00 pm Mass in Spanish
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Individual
All Saturdays – 9:00 am
Saturday, December 23rd – 1:00 pm
Wednesdays (Dec. 6, 13 & 20 ) – 5:30 pm
Communal Service with Private Confessions
December 13 – 10:00 am
December 18 – 7:00 pm

See the back cover of this Messenger for the complete schedule of Christmas Masses.

Wednesdays at 11:30am** A great meal for only $8.00
To make your reservation please leave your name and number of people attending before noon on the
Reservation Deadline date listed below by calling 651-415-3364.
DECEMBER 13, 2017
Roast turkey, mashed potatoes/gravy, stuffing, cranberry sauce, corn, coleslaw, bread
Entertainment: Dan Perry will be playing Christmas music

Friday, Dec. 8

JANUARY 10, 2018
Meat lasagna, green beans, salad, Italian bread/butter

Friday, Jan. 5

FEBRUARY 7, 2018
Meatloaf, broccoli Normandy, mashed potatoes/gravy, tossed salad, bread/butter
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Friday, Feb. 2

Faithful Servants
Special Edition—FaithLife Newspaper
August 6, 2017
“Fresh faces of vocations”
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We remember and pray for those who have gone before us.

Collin Trent Makidon

December 3, 1998—August 16, 2017

Collin Makidon is a 2017 graduate of Mounds View High School and also attended the
Mounds View District Schools prior to 2017. Collin enjoyed his high school graduation
party on June 9th at our home with family and friends and planned to buy a laptop for
his college years.
He was a very happy child and looking back I think I should have paid him for entertaining us and making us laugh like he use to do. Wow, those were happy days ! He grew
up in Arden Hills and always had lots of nice friends surrounding him. He was a very
likeable person who knew how to communicate well with others.
Collin was shy in a way but comfortable in a group of friends. His abode in the downstairs of our home is where “The Boys” hung out through the teen years. Sometimes a
Friday night seemed like a heavy Halloween evening with the door bell ringing continuously.
In his elementary years he enjoyed playing chess, playing the violin, played soccer, participated in Boy Scouts, playing baseball, attended St. Odilia Faith Formation, and was a
super swimming graduate from Foss Swim School in Blaine. As a high school student
Collin was employed by Ace Hardware in Arden Hills and Crooner’s Restaurant in Fridley.
Collin enjoyed many family and friend trips to Mexico, Florida, Indiana, Texas, Kansas,
Wisconsin Dells, Cragun’s in Brainerd, and more.
Collin is forever in our thoughts and in our hearts.

Robin Francis Shearon-Gorde

~Jerry and Rita Pearson

April 10, 1998—July 21, 2017
Robin Francis, a parishioner since 2012, was born April 10,1998 in Kerala, India. Robin
arrived by adoption as a 12 year old boy weighing 34 pounds into the home of Monica Shearon, her 5th child by adoption. Robin’s life was not easy from the start with a
premature birth, undiagnosed conditions in India which left him deaf and blind. Miraculously, he was filled with joy every day of his life. How is this possible that a child
abandoned at birth with multiple medical needs, constant inconveniences because he
had no formal communication tools for the first 13 years of his life could be so grateful and happy? He was Christ incarnate to his family. Robin though deaf and blind was
able to express love and gratitude daily.

Robin died accidentally at his group home on July 21st, 2017, at the age of 19 years.
You may think it was “his time” or “he’s better off now” but these words fall on deaf
ears to his family. We know that he had a purpose in his short life to show all who
knew him that God DOES exist and God DOES love us all without conditions, the way
Robin loved us. If we all could be deaf/ blind, so we too could FEEL God’s love the way Robin Francis showed us, the world
would be a better place. Rest in Peace sweet son.
Photo: Kathleen Shearon (grandma) and Robin Francis Shearon-Gorde
(23rd grandchild)
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We remember and pray for those who have gone before us.

Joan M. Kurkowski

March 21, 1929—August 8, 2017

On March 21, 1929 Joan was born in Minneapolis to Jim and Lucille (Brunner) Ennis. Joan
was an only child. They lived in Minneapolis next door to the Groll family who became life
long friends. In January 1944 Joan’s Dad went into active service, previously being in the
national Guard. Joan and her Mom moved to St. Paul (Frog Town) to live with her maternal grandparents.
Joan made many friends in St. Paul, especially Dee (Charboneau) Baker. Joan and most of
her friends went to Washington High School. After high school Joan was working in a
dime store when another Washington classmate stopped at the store. Amby Kurkowski
asked Joan out and they were married on April 23, 1949. Amby had many of the qualities
Joan was looking for. Besides their mutual attraction both enjoyed sports. Amby built
their home next to his parent’s farm, only a mile from St. Odilia. Joan’s friends wondered
if they would stay overnight when going to visit them (neither Shoreview or St. Odilia
were established yet).
Joan and Amby happily added to their family; Patty in 1952, Mike in 1954, Jeff in 1955, last but not least Jim in 1963. During
retirement years, Joan and Amby enjoyed watching the Twins, Vikings, going to Las Vegas and to local casinos. They also
enjoyed being grandparents to their 3 grandsons; Josh, Dan Andy and two years ago the joy of a great granddaughter Ava
Ann. Joan died August 19, 2017 due to Alzheimers. Amby was devoted to caring for Joan during her illness. We KNOW Joan
misses Amby, her four children, their spouses, her grandchildren (Hutch too) and Ava Ann. We all miss Joan, but know she
is happy in heaven with her parents, other family and friends.
~Lovingly, Patty Fellner, daughter

Robert James Vissers

November 3, 1947—July 25, 2017

Bob was born and grew up in Menasha Wisconsin to a 100% Dutch, Catholic family. He
was educated in Catholic elementary and high schools. In 1970, Bob graduated from UW
Madison with an engineering degree. He returned to his hometown and worked for Kimberly Clark for 3 years, in 1973, he moved to St. Paul and began a 37 year career for 3M.
Bob met Carol (Mahowald) in 1974and married in 1977. When not at work, Bob enjoyed a
variety of activities—boating, waterskiing, travel, grilling (famous for his wings and ribs),
Vikings, yard work, cribbage and 500, and golf. But our greatest joy was on December 26,
1984. Our Korean born, 4 month old daughter arrived from Seoul. Krista enjoyed all of the
activities (except yard work and golf) from a very early age.
We joined St. Odilia in 1987 and have been active in Church and school ever since. In
2009, Krista married Dan Teigen, a St. Odilia and Totino Grace classmate. And Bob gained
the son he never had. Grandson Noah arrived the following year followed by granddaughter Quinn in 2012.
After retiring, Bob made it clear no more airplane vacations. He wanted to be within driving distance to the kids and his
many appointments. In 2011, we purchased a cain in Lutsen and have alternated our time between home and the cabin.
That is where we were on July 25 when Bob had a seizure and was airlifted to St. Mary’s in Duluth. Late that evening with
Carol, Krista and Dan at his side, he died. With faith, hope and love we pray Bob’s soul has entered eternal life.
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We remember and pray for those who have gone before us.

Ella Jo Foran October 5, 1994—May 05, 2017
Ella was born on a beautiful fall day in 1994. Even as a baby, her smile made you smile
right back at her. Ella Jo was an amazing girl, so full of life and love. She loved her
brother (Brian), sister (Erin), mother (Katie), father (Gary), cousins, aunts and uncles
and all her friends. Ella was a smart, beautiful, athletic girl, who could light up a room
with her sparkly blue eyes, bright smile, witty humor and contagious laugh.
We moved to St. Odilia parish when Ella was in fourth grade so she could be in Faith
Formation with her friends. Ella had been confirmed in 2nd grade and repeated the St. Odilia confirmation program in 9th grade! Ella had strong faith in God always. Ella taught Sunday school at St Odilia,
with her sister Erin and other friends. She loved being with children and they loved being with her. Ella
had a knack for seeing the world from their perspective.
Ella attended Mounds View Schools, graduating in the top 10 of her class in 2013 and went on to attend
college at the University of Wisconsin Madison. At Madison she was a member of Alpha Chi Omega sorority. Ella loved sports, and played basketball, soccer & lacrosse. She also enjoyed anything outdoors, including long walks, bike
rides, going to the cabin, watching her brother’s and cousins’ games and most importantly just being with family. She loved the holidays and all family traditions.
Ella struggled with complex mental health issues, and never stopped facing every challenge that life threw at her. We are so proud of
how hard Ella worked on her health. She would just keep picking up the ball and trying again. In the past several months, so many of
our friends and family have shared their love for Ella, and how Ella made a difference in their lives. We have heard many stories we
never knew, of Ella helping others through their difficult times. While our hearts are broken, we are comforted by kind words from
those whose lives Ella touched.
Ella’s funeral at St. Odilia was a beautiful celebration of Ella’s life. Father Rask captured Ella’s spirit and the vulnerability of life with
comfort and hope. Speakers shared stories of Ella helping others with similar struggles, even as she battled her own. Ella’s sister Erin
spoke, sending a strong message of love for her only sister. Several people told us that Ella funeral was so touching, that they will never forget it. One close friend said, “Can I just say WOW?”
Despite her achingly short life on Earth, Ella taught us all how to laugh, smile and love. We have made an oath to try to be more like
Ella. She was and is, simply amazing. We thank all our friends and parish for loving Ella. May Ella live on in our fond memories of
her.
She wasn’t where she had been.
She wasn’t where she was going,
but she was on her way.
~Much love, the Foran Family

Andrew Steve Wappel

November 24, 1924—September 14, 2017

The youngest of six children, Andrew Wappel’s parents were Hungarian immigrants raising a
family in Saint Paul’s North End. Attending the Church of St. Bernard’s with his siblings, he never
wandered too far from Rice Street. He followed his older brothers in the service of the United
States Navy by fibbing his age to get an early admittance in a time of war. While in the navy, he
sailed the Pacific and eventually commissioned ships for the Korean Conflict. Andrew’s devotion
and loyalty to the service of his country may have only been superseded by the love he had for
his wife, family and God.
Andrew Wappel’s charismatic personality and ability to tell a story gave him the nickname ‘King
of Rice Street’ but his honor and loyalty to those that mattered truly made him kingly. His loyalty is shown in the 37 years he worked as
an operating engineer at Hamm’s Brewery and his devotion to Virginia, his wife of over 67 years. They raised six children of their own.
He loved his 12 grandchildren and 8 great-grandchildren. They never wandered too far from Rice Street either. He passed away peacefully in his home on September 14, 2017, after a 14 month battle with Mesothelioma.
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We remember and pray for those who have gone before us.

Patricia Lillian Spanier

December 9, 1932—July 6, 2017

Patricia Lillian Wells Spanier died at age 84 on July 6, 2017 after having
been married for 64 years to Flip Spanier. They had four children; Ruth
Ann Stumpf (John) from San Francisco, Douglas Spanier from St. Paul,
Cyndie Spanier Wilson (Jeff) from Pittsburgh and Maria Spanier Stinnett (Sean) from North Oaks. Pat and Flip had six grandchildren and
four great grandchildren.
Patricia was raised in Greenwald, MN as the middle child of sixteen
(twelve girls and four boys, all singles). She was a care giver to the second half, almost like a mother to them. As a result she became super
organized and ended up managing her father’s farm machinery business (he had died at age 52). She was raised Catholic, attending Catholic grade school and loved attending daily Mass in her later years.
She had a strong faith in the Lord and on her death bed was looking forward to going to Heaven. She spent her last eight
days at St. Therese Hospice here at St. Odilia where she received excellent help in pain management and body care. She
slept away very peacefully. And lastly, she was a strong, outgoing and fun loving person of deep faith, a sophisticated woman in tune with the contemporary world but also sensitive to her family and friends. She will be greatly missed. Interment
was at St. John’s Abbey Cemetery in Collegeville, MN.

Joseph Barthel

October 5, 1944—August 30, 2017

Joe was born October 5, 1944 in Falcon Heights, MN to Joseph and Lois Barthel. He
was the fourth of their seven children. In the late 1950’s the family moved to Shoreview, MN where they became one of 213 charter member households at St. Odilia.
They faithfully attended Mass every Sunday and Joe reminisced about the times he and
his sister, Kathy, would count coins from the Sunday collection at “the little green
house”.
He graduated from Mounds View High School in 1962 and was drafted into the United
States Army in 1965. He was a very proud Vietnam Veteran. When he returned he
attended Dunwoody Institute’s Plumbing Apprenticeship Program and spent 30+ years
as a Journeyman Plumber with Boedeker Plumbing and Heating in Minneapolis, MN.
Joe and Judy were married at St. Odilia in September 1975 and by 1985 were blessed
with four daughters and a son.
The family spent many summers camping, enjoying the majority of the Minnesota State Parks. Especially memorable were
their annual fall trips to the North Shore of Lake Superior. As the children got older and more involved in sports and activities, much time was spent at the softball and soccer fields cheering them on.
After retirement in 2004, Joe and Judy enjoyed many travels to places near and far. Most memorable are trips to Mexico,
Alaska, Hawaii, and many road trips, including a recent trip along the Pacific Coast Highway from Los Angeles to Southern
Washington. During those travels he much enjoyed reconnecting with friends and relatives.
Above all, family was the most important to Joe, especially the joy he found in his four young grandchildren. He died suddenly and will be greatly missed by a large extended family and many friends.
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Welcome New Parishioners!
August 2017 — October 2017

August 2017
Fr. Michael Monogue

September 2017

September 2017

October 2017

Timothy and Denise Obitz-Cooney
Revis Cooney

Josh and Jennifer Schaefgen
Henry Schaefgen
Thomas Schaefgen
Caroline Schaefgen

Dave and Theresa Jelen
Grace Jelen

Nick and Katie West
Cooper West
Cody West

Charlie and Jean Jirasek

David and Shannon Huber
Charles Huber
Audrey Huber
Fiona Huber

Peter and Amy Lamb
Owen Lamb
Abbey Lamb
Ryan Lamb

Tom and Diane Hayes
Anne Ziemer

YOU CAN HELP US TO REDUCE MAILING COSTS!
Each winter, we have many pieces of mail returned from the post office for individuals who were “temporarily away”. Each returned piece
of mail, costs St. Odilia first class postage rates even if it is mailed as third class mail. If you have plans to be away for longer that one
week during the colder months in Minnesota, please take a few minutes to complete the form below and drop it into the collection basket
or mail it to:
St. Odilia Parish Center Office
3495 N. Victoria St.
Shoreview, MN 55126
***Or you can e-mail this information to: bulletin@stodilia.org***

DO YOU HAVE PLANS TO BE AWAY???
Please select one option and provide your name and address information:
A) Please do not forward my mail ___________
Date leaving Minnesota: ___________ Date back in Minnesota: ___________

B) Please forward my mail ___________
Date leaving Minnesota: ___________ Date back in Minnesota: ___________
Name:___________________________________ Env. #________
Current Address: ________________________________________
City, State, Zip: _________________________________________
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Are You Moving?
If you are moving we would like to know so we can keep our records current and our postage costs down.
Please fill out the form below and return it by dropping it into the collection basket at any Mass, or by
mailing it to: St. Odilia Parish Center Office, 3495 N. Victoria, Shoreview, MN 55126
Name: _______________________________________________________ Env. #: _______________
Old Address: __________________________________ City, State, Zip: ________________________
New Address: _________________________________ City, State, Zip: ________________________
Email Address: __________________________________________
New Phone (Include area code): _________________ Effective Date: ________________________
I/We will be staying in the parish:

Y ______ N ________

Newsletter Team:

Corporate Board Members:

Amy Etten, Mary Holmes and staff
consultants.

Most Rev. Bernard A. Hebda, Archbishop
Very Rev. Charles Lachowitzer, Vicar General
Rev. Phillip Rask, Vice President
Greg Gerlach, Trustee Treasurer
Mary Nussbaum, Trustee Secretary

The St. Odilia Messenger is a publication of the Catholic Community of St.
Odilia, 3495 North Victoria, Shoreview,
Minnesota, 55126. Each issue is distributed to registered parishioners.
To receive a copy, register by calling
651-484-6681.

651-291-4400
651-291-4430
651-484-6681

St. Odilia Parish Phone Numbers:
Parish Office
Parish Office Fax
School Office
Faith Formation Office
Faith Formation/Latino Ministry Fax

651-484-6681
651-484-0780
651-484-3364
651-415-3329
651-789-3118

The NEXT Newsletter Deadline: Please submit articles for the SPRING issue of The Messenger
by Wednesday, ______, 2018. They may be sent by email to messenger@stodilia.org or dropped at the
parish office. Electronic submissions are appreciated. Pictures (jpg files) are welcome but please describe each photo with caption text if possible.

VISION AND MISSION
VISION
To joyfully live the Gospel by knowing, loving, and serving God and one another.
MISSION
We are a Catholic community of faith that welcomes every person to grow in holiness and draw closer
to Jesus Christ through…
 Worship and Evangelization
 Faith Formation and Education
 Works of Charity and Justice
… every day and at every stage of life.
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CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE
Plan to arrive early for caroling and special Christmas music!
Please be aware that the 4:00 p.m. Masses are extremely crowded
– our busiest Masses of the year. Consider attending a different
Mass time and enjoy a more relaxed Christmas, with guaranteed
seating and a parking spot!

Sunday, December 24
4:00 p.m. - Children’s Choir in Church
4:00 p.m. - Parish Music Ensemble in Gym
6:00 p.m. - Church (in English)
6:00 p.m. - Gym (in Spanish)
11:00 p.m. (music begins at 10:00 p.m.)

Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Individual
All Saturdays – 9:00 a.m.
Saturday, December 23, 1:00 p.m.
Wednesdays (Dec, 6, 13 & 20) - 5:30 p.m.
Communal Service with Private Confessions
December 13 – 10:00 a.m.
December 18– 7:00 p.m.

Monday, December 25
9:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
12:45 p.m. Spanish

Feast of Mary, Mother of God Masses
Monday, January 1, 9:00 a.m.
*Please note: This day is a holy day, but NOT a day of obligation
since it falls on a Monday this year. The obligation to attend Mass
is dispensed. Mass will be celebrated at 9:00 a.m. only which is our
normal daily Mass time on a holiday.

