
 

Frequently Asked Questions 
 

FAQS from 8/14/2020 

What will Remote Learning and In-Person Learning look like? 

A large part of your decision may rely on what the different learning styles will look 

like on a day-to-day basis.  While different, both options will provide students with 

the St. Odilia education you have come to know and love.  This page of our Back to 

School Plan outlines different characteristics of both learning options.  Our in-person 

learning experience outlines more details in our safety protocols and we are excited 

to have our classrooms filled with children after this extended break.  We are also 

eager to work with our remote learning families, perfect our implementation and 

teaching strategies, and look at ways to have your children connect with their 

teachers and get to know their classmates.   

  

What about the Governor’s recommendation using the 14-day case rate?   

Are we following that? 

On July 30, the governor shared recommendations for in-person, hybrid, and 

distance learning based on the number of cases per 10,000 in each school’s county 

over a 14-day period. As of August 1 (the most recent 14-day data published), the 

number of cases in Ramsey county was 22.25. Based on the governor’s 

recommendation, middle school and high school students should be participating 

in a hybrid model.  As a school, we are electing to take extra precautions within our 

middle school grades and continuing to offer in-person learning. In a school our size 

with the available space and staffing, along with strict safety protocols, we are 

confident we are reducing the risk for our middle level learners.   

 

Why is St. Odilia not using a hybrid model like other districts? 

We have made the decision to offer both in-person and remote learning to students 

this fall. We are not offering a hybrid model because we believe that while it adds 

protection to student interactions, it does not add protection to staff. In the hybrid 

model, student interactions reduce, but the number of interactions between staff 

and students does not. Should the number of cases rise to a point of needing to 

pause in-person and remote learning, we will shift to distance learning and not a 

hybrid model. 

If I choose to homeschool or withdraw from enrollment this year,  

will I be able to return in 2021? 

A family that chooses to withdraw from St. Odilia may re-enroll for the following year 

when registration opens, assuming there is room in the grade for which the family is 

enrolling.    

 

https://mcusercontent.com/6c1641b22fb972167cbfa6633/files/b47f1b24-20a8-4576-b9fa-8959192c6a09/Back_to_School_Plan_IN_PERSON_REMOTE.pdf
https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/stats/wschool.pdf
https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/stats/wschool.pdf


Is there a point this school year where St. Odilia may need to have  

everyone do distance learning? 

Several things will be taken into consideration before we would choose to move all 

students in K-8 to a distance learning model. Two main components of this decision 

include the number of COVID cases per 10,000 in Ramsey County over a 14-day 

period and the number of COVID cases within our own school community. 

According to the governor’s recommendation, if there are 30 cases per 10,000 

within a 14-day period, schools should use a hybrid model for elementary students 

and distance learning for middle school and high school. We have made the 

decision to move to distance learning for all K-8 students should this number reach 

30 in Ramsey County.  

 

While we will use the county number as a guide, we will also need to consider the 

number of cases within our own school community. In the event that we have a 

positive case of COVID, we will be contacting the MN Department of Health for 

direction. There may be a need to temporarily close part or all of school for a day in 

order to deep clean. We also expect that the MDH will guide us as to the need to 

move to distance learning should the number of cases within our own building rise 

to a certain level. This is similar to guidance from the department during flu season. 

At this time, we do not know the exact number of cases in our school building that 

will cause a shift to distance learning.  

 

*Full Day Preschool and Knight Watch will continue to operate under the guidance 

of the MDH.   

 

If I choose in-person learning, when will my child’s day start and end? 

While we understand that any change in the school day can cause stress to a 

family, we are cognizant of the fact that getting students in and out of the building 

safely may take a bit longer than it has in the past.  We are working on specific 

details.  However we can tell you that students (if transported by car and/or 

considered a 'walker') may be assigned a drop off or pick up time that is +/- 20 

minutes different than previous years.  Students who attend Knight Watch and use 

busing will not be affected.   

 

How will middle school operate? 

To start the year, our middle school students will remain in their homerooms and 

teachers will rotate to them. Although this is not how we ideally want to see the 

middle school program forever, we do feel this is the best option at this time. We 

have met with staff and are currently working on a way to differentiate for math, 

literature and language classes. Students will use lockers for their coats and phones 

but will bring all necessary school items to the classroom in their backpacks. This will 

eliminate students in the hallways unnecessarily. Middle School students will not be 

changing for phy ed to start the year, and we are currently exploring uniform 

options for gym days. We are also still looking at ways to offer fine arts for remote 

and in-person learners while maintaining our cohort model. 

 

 

 



 

What if there is a confirmed case of COVID-19 in our building? 

We believe that as a community that acts and works together, we can maintain a 

safe environment. Although confirmed cases in our community are inevitable, 

following the decision tree will play a critical role in continuing in-person 

education.  We are asking any staff member, student, or parent (including other 

members of your household) who have symptoms of COVID-19 or have been 

exposed to an individual with a confirmed case of COVID-19 to notify the St. Odilia 

Health Office. The Health Office and the Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) 

will work together to evaluate the situation and provide guidance to both the 

individual/family and the school.  If notifications are necessary, St. Odilia will 

communicate with the parents and staff that are impacted while maintaining 

confidentiality in accordance with state and federal law.  

 

Our health office and administrative team will work with the MDH should a student 

or staff member have a positive COVID test. Together with the MDH, we will 

determine: 

 How to best conduct contact tracing  

 Cleaning procedures 

 Notification/communication within the community 

 Who needs to quarantine and for what period of time 

 The ability of the student to participate in remote learning 

 Which staff member or substitute teacher will continue to teach the students 

should a teacher test positive for COVID 

To make this even more complicated, there are many different possible scenarios 

after a diagnosis. There is no one single answer because the response is dependent 

on the exposure to others.  Different scenarios include:  

 The entire family/household of the positive case needing to quarantine. 

 One class/cohort needing to quarantine for a period of time. 

 The wing of the school in which the student’s classroom is located needing to 

quarantine.   

 Part or all of the school building needing to close for a 24 hour deep 

clean.           

 

Is our ventilation system up to code?  How often is the air circulated? 

We are blessed to have a new addition with a new HVAC system included. The 

CDC recommends circulating clean air into spaces as often as possible.  Our air is 

circulated with clean outside air into our classrooms every 15 minutes.  

 

I have questions regarding the school's HVAC system,  

where can I find more info? (8/28/2020) 

Please follow this link to find out more information regarding our HVAC system for 

the school.  

 

 

 

 

https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/schools/exguide.pdf
https://www.stodilia.org/cms/lib/MN02226726/Centricity/Domain/359/StOdiliaHVACAdjustmentsCOVID19.pdf


Tell me more about face coverings.  Are gaiters acceptable?  

A study came out very recently stating that fleece gaiters as face coverings were 

not effective in limiting the spread of COVID-19.  As we are all familiar with the 

rapidly changing circumstances around COVID, we will adjust our plan to match 

the best data available.  With this new information we will no longer be providing a 

gaiter and a mask for students; rather two masks.  Gaiters will no longer be allowed 

to serve as a face covering during the school day.  We are aware that there are 

products on the market made with materials that would decrease the spread of 

COVID-19; however, just eliminating the use of gaiters completely is the easiest way 

for all of us to stay safe.   

Here is a summary of the expectations regarding face coverings.   

 All students and staff will be required to wear a face covering throughout the 

day.  

 A face covering can be a mask or a face shield plus mask 

 A shield without a mask can be worn by a teacher while teaching if it is the 

best option for the learning situation. 

 Students and staff will have access to a mask lanyard to wear around their 

neck; this keeps the mask safe and clean while not wearing it. 

 Students will be given a container to store their mask during recess and phy 

ed.   

 Face coverings can be removed in the following scenarios 

o While eating or drinking 

o When outside and social distancing 

o During recess and phy ed. 

 Teachers will identify appropriate times to give students a break from wearing 

their face covering.  

 Several of us are dealing with masks + glasses, which tend to fog up. There 

are some sprays for glasses and suggestions on mask fitting being shared to 

help address these concerns. 

There will be times the face coverings are a distraction or bothersome to students. 

Teachers will deal with this issue as they handle other behaviors in the classroom. 

They will give reminders and partner with parents to ensure the child understands 

the importance of compliance with this.   

 

FAQS from 8/21/2020 

 

What happens if a student refuses to wear a mask? 

Since wearing a mask in the building is a school rule, this will be enforced similarly to 

how other rules and expectations are enforced. If a child removes his/her mask and 

refuses to put it back on, the child will be reminded to put it back on. If the child 

does not cooperate, s/he will be sent to the school office. Wearing a face covering 

is a matter of safety, is not optional, and will be strictly enforced. 

 



Why are health checks being done at home? 

 

According to research, temperature checks are most accurate when they are 

done daily and the temps are tracked to allow parents/caregivers to see changes 

in a child’s “normal” temperature.  We are asking parents to perform temperature 

checks at home before school for two reasons:  

1. All students should have their temperature taken before they join others, 

whether they ride the bus, carpool, or are dropped off by their parents.  

2. Temperatures are most accurate when children have been in the 

environment for 15 minutes before the temperature is taken to fully acclimate 

to their surroundings.  We are concerned that after driving to school in an air-

conditioned or heated car, children’s temperature at the door may not be 

accurate and therefore result in false readings.  

We have attached a temperature log for families to use if they choose.  

  

  

How will you enforce designated routes in the hallway? 

 

To help our students adjust to our new designated hallway routes, we will add 

markings to the floor.  As with other procedures, students will be taught about them 

and practice the routes with their class during the first weeks of school.  

  

 

How will the remote learners stay connected to their St. Odilia community? 

 

It is important to us that our students and families who choose remote learning 

remain part of our community.  We will invite remote learning families to participate 

in Prep for School Day, School Pictures and other events throughout the year.  We 

are also working on new events for our remote families to deepen their connections 

with teachers and their classmates.   

  

 

How will my child raise his/her hand virtually and hear the teacher through a mask? 

 

We are equipping classrooms with cameras and monitors for teachers to use to 

connect with our remote learners. This will allow teachers to have a direct view of 

their remote learners.  Remote students will be instructed on how to use the "raise 

my hand" feature during learning sessions, which will notify the teacher that they 

have a question or something to share with the group. Teachers in every classroom 

will be using an amplification system during the school day to help all learners hear 

them better. This will help with the volume of their voice and articulation of words 

while they wear a mask.   

  

 

 

https://www.stodilia.org/cms/lib/MN02226726/Centricity/Domain/359/Daily%20Temperature%20Log.pdf


FAQS from 8/28/2020 

 

Will students in grades 2 through 5 have different teachers for certain subject areas? 

(For example: religion, science, social studies) 

Yes, teachers will be rotating to classrooms within their grade level to teach different 

subject areas.  

  

Will students in grades 4 and 5 still receive leveled math instruction? 

Yes, students in 4th and 5th grades will receive leveled math instruction. While we 

think it is important to remain in cohorts for the majority of the day minimize the 

spread of COVID-19, leveled academic instruction is also important.  Our teachers 

will ensure the desks and tables are sanitized before and after students change 

classes.  We will take great care in cleaning the rooms throughout the day.    

  

How will my middle school child receive leveled math instruction?  

Middle school math classes will be leveled and students from different cohorts will 

receive instruction at the same time. In order to maintain a level of safety, 

classroom areas will be sanitized before and after students change classes, students 

will wear masks, and will be spaced 6 feet apart. When necessary, classes may 

move to a larger room to accommodate the need for space.  

  

Can my middle school child wear an alternate shirt on phy ed days? 

Since students in 6th-8th grade will not be changing clothes for phy ed to start the 

school year, we have made the decision to allow an alternate shirt as part of their 

uniform on the days they have phy ed. Students may wear a phy ed uniform shirt on 

their phy ed days for the entire day. Since we know some of you may need to 

purchase new phy ed uniforms and this will take time, students may also wear a St. 

Odilia spirit wear shirt until the new gym uniforms arrive. Middle school families-If your 

child's gym uniform still fits from last year, you're all set!  If not, look for an email early 

next week with information on how to order a new one.  

  

I am curious, how many students chose remote learning? 

While this number may change, currently just under 8% of the students will be 

participating in remote learning. There is a range of 3-7 students per grade level. 

 

Can we play on the playground, soccer field, or use the Gaga Ball Pits before and 

after school?  

At this time, the playground, gaga ball pits (yes, they were installed this summer!), 

and soccer field will only be open on school days, for certain grade levels or groups 

at specific times. Please refrain from using them before or after school.  

 



Can my child wear a mask with a valve?  

Masks with valves will not be accepted. They protect the individual from germs, 

however if they have COVID-19 (or any other respiratory illness) the valve expels air 

out through it and spreads.   

From the CDC: 

"The purpose of masks is to keep respiratory droplets from reaching others to aid 

with source control. Masks with one-way valves or vents allow exhaled air to be 

expelled out through holes in the material.  This can allow exhaled respiratory 

droplets to reach others and potentially spread the COVID-19 virus." 

    

Are there any updates on extra-curricular activities?  

Yes! Soccer will be offered this fall, if there is enough interest from each grade level. 

We made this decision based on the fact that this activity is outdoors, which 

reduces the risk of spreading COVID-19. We still ask that you pause and consider if 

this is the best option for your family, as there will be other teams involved. An 

exposure to COVID-19 through the teams could result in the need to quarantine 

from soccer and also school.  We are allowing all students whether remote or in-

person to participate.  Click here to register for fall soccer! 

  

 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdYPBp4L145HaitKHsn-WwvnryBVL5SXOqA94pG3loq7mCTUg/viewform

