
    

 

 

As I write this my wife, Anne, and I are in the midst of a few new flooring jobs in our home. In the process I thought naively a 
trip to the flooring store to check out choices might be a straightforward task. Wrong! Well, wrong for a good reason---so 
many choices. 
 

There were familiar ones; vinyl, hardwood, laminate, tile, etc. And there were some unusual ones such as hand scraped 
(sounds painful), distressed hardwood, rubber, cork, and engineered bamboo (sounds exotic). That’s before you get to car-
peting choices!  
 

Even with all those variations the floor has but one main job---support your daily activities well and efficiently. In the final 
analysis we went with the ones suggested by the seasoned flooring expert who said it would best match our planned needs. 
 

Now that I have you thinking about floor choices, I want to draw a parallel with our St. Odilia Endowment Fund. I’m sure 
you’re not surprised about that.  A donor to the Endowment Fund can select to place the gift into one of several sub-funds to 
enable the annual earnings from it to support a specific area. The current sub-funds and their focus are as follows: 
 

 Worship: Provides materials and equipment like sound and video as well as other resources to maintain inspirational, dynamic liturgy 

and music for our parish community 

 Faith Formation: Enriches life-long faith formation and supports creative programs for parishioners ranging from early childhood to 

adulthood. 

 Faith Formation Scholarships: Provides financial assistance for children and teens from families of modest means for on-

going faith formation and sacrament preparation. 

 Pastoral Care: Supports outreach ministries to the elderly, homebound, sick, and grieving members of our parish community.  Also 

provides emotional and spiritual care to those in crisis or life transitions such as marriage, divorce, and parenting. 

 Justice: Promotes social justice issues within our community and helps to meet the needs of the poor within and outside our parish. 

 School: Strengthens the quality of programs, staffing, and instructional materials at St. Odilia School. 

 Connor Anderson Scholarship Fund: Provides tuition aid for families seeking a Catholic education. 

 Capital: Finances improvements, maintenance and repair of our campus buildings and equipment. 

 

In the final analysis the Endowment Fund has but one main purpose. That is to receive contributions from donors in trust 
and to hold, manage and disburse earnings from them in accordance with the donors’ designations. And just as a well cho-
sen floor supports daily activities in a home, the earnings on gifts to the Endowment Fund support the ministries and pro-
grams of the parish.  
 

Speaking more personally, if you are uncertain where to focus your gift to the Endowment Fund you can rely on parish lead-
ership to assign earnings on it in the future, much like Anne and I relied on the flooring expert.  To do so you can select the 
final sub-fund: 
 

 Undesignated: Support and enhance existing parish ministries and enable new ministries to be established.  

Have fun choosing! 

FAMILY SELECTS MEMORIAL GIFTS  

FOR ST. ODILIA ENDOWMENT FUND 

When a loved one dies, each family is faced with the decision 

relative to how they want gifts of appreciation to be given.  

Should it be flowers, a charity, their church, etc.? 

For St. Odilia members, a significant choice is the St. Odilia 

Endowment Fund.  That was the choice of the Duane and 

Evelyn Rivard family when Evelyn died on December 26, 

2014.  The Rivards were familiar with the concept of leaving 

a gift that becomes a legacy.  Duane explained their thought-

ful decision: “Evelyn and I and our daughters wanted to do 

something special and long lasting with the gifts that might be 

contributed.  Evelyn’s love for St. Odilia led us to decide on 

an everlasting gift that would continue to help carry out the 

mission of the Church of St. Odilia.  We therefore suggested 

that family, loved ones, and friends consider a gift to the St. 

Odilia Endowment Fund in memory of Evelyn. 

 

We were amazed and touched by the large numbers of folks 

who responded to the gift that will exist in perpetuity where 

only the income earned will go for important 

and necessary church projects. 

 

Based on my experience, I recommend that 

other St. Odilia families consider such a 

way to have their loved ones memoralized.” 

 

- Duane Rivard and Family 

 

The Endowment Fund 

This Simply Might Floor You! 
by Jim Lethert, Endowment Fund Advisory Committee Member
    
 
 
 
 
 
 

Duane and Evelyn Rivard 


